UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

— = = = - = e = = X —_ e
SEAT.ED INDICTMENT
UNITED STATES OF- AMERICA - - . et e o
: 22 Cr.
- V. -
BEVELYN BEATTY WILLIAMS and
EDMEE CHAVANNES, :
Defendants. :
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COUNT ONE

(Conspiracy to Violate Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances)
The Grand Jury charges:
Overview
1. BEVELYN BEATTY WILLIAMS and EDMEE CHAVANNES, the
defendants, are founders of At the Well Ministries, Inc., a non-
profit organiéation started.in 2014, WILLIAMS and CHAVANNES,

individually and at times through At the Well Ministries, Inc.,

have sought to prevent lawful abortions from occurring throughout
the country.

2. From at least in or about 2019, up to and including to
at least in or about 2022, BEVELYN BEATTY WILLIAMS ana EDMEE
CHAVANNES, the defendants, agreed to and did engage in unlawful
means 1in aid of their goal. In fact, WILLIAMS and CHAVANNES
repeatedly agreed to and did use unlawful means—including force,
threats of force, and physical obstruction—to injure, intimidate,

and interfere with individuals seeking to  obtain lawful



“services.

reproductive ~health services and individuals—- providing such

~  The Manhattan-Health Center Protests-

3. From at least in or about 2019 up to and including in or
about 2021, BEVELYN BEATTY WILLIAMS and EDMEE CHAVANNES, the

defendants, regularly protested in front of a healthcare provider

located 1n lower Manhattan that admlnlsters a. multltude of medlcal o

serv1ces, 1nclud1ng abortlon care and othefmreproductlve health — -

services (the “Health Center”)f The Health Center employs
healthcare providers and administrative staff, and works with
volunteers who escort patlents into the Health Center. The ﬁealth
Center has two entrances. One entrance is used primarily by

patients and volunteers and the other entrance is used primarily

by staff memoe;s.

4. At the Well Ministries, Inc. publicized an event at the

Health Center to take place on._Jure 13, AUAU ano Jure 4u, 2020.

On or about June 19, 2020 and June 20, 2020, in connectionrwith'

this event, BEVELYN BEATTY WILLIAMS ‘and EDMEE CHAVANNES, the

defendants, traveled to. and were present at the Health Center
During that time, among other things, WILLIAMS and CHAVANNES
threatened and used force against Health Center patients and staff

members, and blocked access to the Health Center; including:




- B a. —On or about June 19; 2020, while'standing outside= -

— of the Health'Centery"WILLIAMS*stated7~on a- livestreamed-video-on———— - ——

— -————her—Facebook accounti— e e s

This is going to be a wonderful day. We are
going to terrorize this place. And I want the
manager to hear me say that. We are going to
terrorize this place. More people are comlng
Morée and more and more and more and more. And o
we’re going to make sure we terrorize you guys

T - so.good... S — B S —

PE——— Whlle saylng thls7lat times: WILLIAMS spoke at close- range into-the—

ear of a Health Center staff ‘member.

b. Oon or about June 19, 2020, CHAVANNES threatened a
Health Centerrstaff member (gVictim—l”) by leaning her body toward
Victim-1 at close range, forcing Victim-1 against metal barricades

set up by the New York City Police Department around the Health

124

Center S patlent entrance, whlle yelllng “do not touch me” within
inches of Victim-1’s face.
C. At various times om uune'ﬂy and 20, 20205 during

the operating hoars of thefHealth‘Center, WILLIAMSiand CHAVANNES

stood dlrectly in- front of the Health Center entrances WILiIAMér

o ~and CHAVANNES 1n1t1ally blocked the patlent entrance, causing the
Health Center to have to divert patients to enter through the staff

entrance. WILLIAMS and CHAVANNES responded by,moving in front of

‘+he staff entrance and directing others to do so as well.




== 4. On or abouf June 20, 2020, WILLIAMS bressed her

‘ﬁo@y”agéinst thefdoox tothe Health;éenter's patien%feﬁtraﬁce and - %;~ﬂd"

— - —refused—to-move, preventing-a—Health-Center volunteer—(“Wictim-— —————
27y from entering the Health Center. As Victim-1 attempted to

”opéh the door for Victim-2, WILLIAMS leaned égainst'the door,
”orﬁShing Victim—l’s'hand. victim-1 yelled, “She’s crushing my

- ——hand,” but WILLIAMS- remained,againstmthe,doorp trappingWVictim:W

E—— ‘lLs hand.and 1njur1ng it: Whlle WILLIAMS pressed agalnst the door~7~;f:::j

rrand after Victim—l had_yelledrthat her hand wasrbelng crushed,
WILLTIAMS sang, “We shall not beimoved;”
= on or about June 20, 2020, WILLAMS stated in part
and among other things, on a livestream video on her Facebook

account, “We gonna stand here and we ain’t moving. Ve not moving.

We' re Standlng here, so I guess no women w1ll be comlng in for

abortions today. It’s a warzone.”

“The Defendants’ Conduct After June 202U

" 5. Following ~the events. of June 2020, BEVELYN BEATTY o

WILLIAMS and EDMEE CHAVANNES the defendants, continoed to 'usemi
unlawful means - throughout the. country in an effort to seek to.
injure, intimidate, and interfere with individuals obtaining or

- providing services in facilities that provide reproductive health

" services.



. In or about January 2022, WILLIAMS and CHAVANNES,

- Ttr av*léd‘to and wefe"present outsr@e*of a- reproductiveﬂhealth

seeking and providing reproductive health care from accessing the

healthrcenter.

b. In or about January 2022, WILLIAMS and CHAVANES

- ,e—ﬁrepeatedly~rdirectedfmother individuals to block health center

—reﬁtrances in Fort Myers<;Flor1da e

- Cn In, or about July 2022, WILLIAMS and CHAVANNES
alongrwith at least one other person, traveled to and sought to
renter two reproduotire health centere in Nashville,rTenneseee by
falsely purporting to be seeking health care services. While

filming a video as she tried to gain entrance to one health center,

WILLIAMS stated, among other thlngs, that 1t was her intention to

“terrorize” the building if she was not permltted entrance.

——center 1in Fort Myers; —Florida intending—to prevent -individuals.

llWlLLIAM§,§l§QWS?éE§§1 1n part and among other tnlngs, LaneL Luey

N gOing to let us lh,,or we're going to take the whole building down.

It's up to them - fg . - . L o

d. In or about ~July 2022 WILLIAMS and CHAVANNES,
along with at least one other person, traveled to and entered

'multlple reproductlve health centers in Atlanta, 'Georgia to

prevent 1nd1v1duals seeklng and provrdlng reproductlve health care




from accessing the health centers. In one health center, WILLIAMS

and CHAVANNES blocked patiehts*'access tOﬁtheffacility by standing —

*inside“theﬁvestibuieﬂyei%inghthatWifﬁpatien%s~wanted‘te—enter the

facility, they would have to get past WILLIAMS and CHAVANNES.
e,  Tn or about August 2022, WILLIAMS and CHAVANNES,

traveled to and entered multiple reproductive health centers in

Bp@oklynﬁiNewWYorkupyiﬁg}sgly purportingmtofseek,serviceskw,Upon i}

entering-—the facilities;:”WILLIAMSffiﬂMierHAVANNES*ifﬁcofded—z

thémselves yelling inA the patient waiting rooms. On these
recordings, which were broadcast on Facébook, WILLIAMS and
CHA&ANNES stated fuli names of healfﬁ centef staff H@ﬁbers and
captured images of health center staff members and patients.

STATUTORY ALLEGATIONS

6. rom at least in or abbut ZOigrﬁp’fo and iﬁéiﬁ&iﬁé at

least in or about 2022, invthe Southern District to New York and

w«Q%§§W§erQLW,§EYE?¥NAAE§3TT¥;AW;PEL@MS —and EDMEE —CHAVANNES, _the—

defendants, and others known and unknown, willfully and knowingly

did combine,-.conspire, confederate and agrée together andrﬁith_

- each-other to commit -an offense against the United States, to wit,

to violate the freedom of access to clinic entrances, in violation

of Title 18, United States Code, Section 248 (a) (1).




- 7. It was a part and an object of -the- conspiracy that,

———  ~ BEVELYN BEATTY WILLIAMS and EDMEE CHAVANNES; the defendants,—and

- Sthers known and-unknown, would-and did-by force-and threat—of ——

force and by physical obstruction, intentionally injure,
intimidate aﬁd iﬁterfeie with and attempt to ihjure, intimidate

e and in-order-to intimidate.—such personﬁandmanotherwperson”and a

=== ~class-of persons from, obtainiﬂg:and,providingfreproductive%heaithzw

services, thereby resulting in bodily injury, in violation of Title

18, United States Code, Sections 248(a)(i) and (b) (2).
Overt Acts
8. In furtherance of the conspiracy and to effect the

illegal object thereof, the following overt acts, among others,

were committed and

caused to be committed in thersbutgern Bigg;iét

of New York and elsewhere:

”Wwa.;wwggggyraggut'June 19, 2020, 1in Manhattan, CHAVANNES

‘threatened Victim-1 by leaning her body toward Victim-1 at close

~range,  forcing -Victim-1---against -metal barriéédes outside thé, ,t,
Health-Center, while yelling “do not. touch me” within inches of-

Victim-1’s face.




- b. On or about June 20, 2020, in Manhattan, WILLIAMS-

— pressed her body against a Health Center door and-crushed the—hand——

"of“Victim%l“in*theWdoor,Wthereby—fesu£ting—in~bodiiy~iﬂjury.
c. In or about January 2022, WILLIAMS and CHAVANNES

directedrothérVindividuals tb block health”céntér entrancés in

" Fort Myers, Florida.

e : Ifdtffilgi or aboqﬁfﬁJulyiw2022, WILLIAMS _and .CHAVANNES = _.

—-—— ——plocked patient—access to:a:health:centerwin”Atlahfa, Georgi&fbysz_ff

standing'rinéide the center’s vestibule and &elléd,-threatening
comments at individuals believed to be health center patients;
W(Title 18, United States Code, Secfion 371.)
COUNT TWO

(Violating Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances)

The Grand Jury further charges: o -

9. The ailegations contained in paragraphsri through 5 of

~ this Indictment are repeated and realleged as if fully set forth

within.

10. - On or;ébéﬁfrjunerl9, é02diand Jﬁﬁé;Zozvébéo,rinﬁéhé
Soufhern. Diétriét éf New Yérk r,and elsewheré, EEVELYN, BEATTY ;
WILLIAMS, the defendant, by force and threat of force and by
physical obstruction, intentionally injured, intimidated and

interfered with, and attempted to injure, intimidate and interfere



with, a person because that person was and had been; and in order

—to intimidate such person and another person and-a ctass of persons ———

—~—4VMﬂ~from;u—obtaining——aﬁdwvpfoviding~—feproduetive—fhea&thfwservicesTf —_—

thereby resulting in bodily injury, to wit, WILLIAMS used force,
threats of fbrcé; and physical obstruction to injuie,,intimidate;
" 4nd interfere with Health Center patients seeking reproductive

. 1he§lth,serv}gga?anéfHealth Center providers seeking to provide .

;:”tzzreproductivefheaith:services;:Eherebyaresulting:inabédily injury;¢;w~rﬂ;7

to Victim-1.

(Title 18, United States Code, - Sections 248 (a) (1), (b) (2), and
2.)

COUNT THREE

(Violating Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances)
~ The Grand Jury further charges: . o

11. The allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 5 of

this Indictment are repeated and realleged as if fully set forth

mithinf
~ _12. _0On._or about June 19;”202Q;and,June;20, 2020,,in'the,m? ;;”
Séﬁthérn Distfict 5} Ne& Yérk éﬁd el;ewhére,rEDMEé CHAVANNES, the*f”
deféndant, byr forcé andr thfeat 6f férce rand byr physicai a
obstruction, intentionally injured, intimidated and  interfered

with, and attempted to injure, intimidate and - interfere. with, a

person__because that person was and had been, and in order to




intimidate such person and another person and a class of- persons

from, obtaining and providing reproductive health services,  to

- wit,CHAVANNES-used-threats—of force—and physical obstruction-to -

injure, intimidate, and interfere with Health Center patients
seéking reproductive health services and Health Center providers
seeking to provide reproductive health services.

(Title 18, United States Code, Sections 248(a) (1), (b)(2), and
_ ~ o 2.) ”’ ' '

W/J.B.

- AMIAN WILLIAMS
United States Attorney
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