




7. Sh01tly thereafter, at approximately 2:20 PM, members of the House of

Representatives and of the Senate-including the President of the Senate, Vice President Pence

were instrncted to, and did, evacuate the chambers. Accordingly, all proceedings of the United 

States Congress, including the joint session, were effectively suspended. In light of the dangerous 

circumstances caused by the unlawful ent1y to the Capitol-including the danger posed by 

individuals who had entered the Capitol without any required security screening or weapons 

checks-Congressional proceedings could not resume until after eve1y unauthorized occupant had 

been removed from or left the Capitol, and Capitol Police confitmed that the building was secured. 

The Joint Session proceedings resumed at approximately 8:00 PM on Januaiy 6, 2021, after the 

building had been secured. Vice President Pence remained in the Capitol from the time he was 

evacuated from the Senate Chamber until the session resumed. 

Christian Cortez's Participation in the January 6, 2021, Capitol Riot 

8. Christian C011ez, lives in Seabrook, Texas. On Januaiy 4, 2021, Cortez traveled

from Houston, Texas, to Washington, D.C., via automobile, along with co-defendant Benjamin 

Larocca. Cortez and Larocca traveled to Washington, D.C., to protest Congress's ce1tification of 

the Electoral College vote for the 2020 Presidential Election. 

9. On January 6, Cortez and Larocca attempted to attend the "Stop the Steal" rally

taking place in Washington, D.C. They were unable to get close enough to the White House to 

see anyone speaking, but they were able to hear fo1mer President Donald J. Trnmp over the 

loudspeakers. 

10. Cortez and Larocca then marched with other protesters to the Capitol.

11. As they approached the Capitol, Cortez and Larocca saw others climbing the walls

of the building. Co11ez and Larocca climbed the stairs on the West Side of the Capitol. 

Page 3 of7 



C01tez and Larocca ultimately reached the Upper West Terrace on the Senate Side of the 

Capitol. 

12. Co1tez and Larocca entered the Capitol at approximately 2:53 PM through the

Parliamentarian Door. C01tez and Larocca then traveled through the Brnmidi Con-idors where 

they joined a crowd of others stopped by law enforcement. The law enforcement officers were 

wearing official uniforms, ranging from standard uniforms to body armor. The officers' uniforms 

contained badges, name plates, patches, and other distinctive markings indicating that they were 

law enforcement officers. The officers stood in a fo1mation across the hallway, preventing Co1tez, 

Larocca, and others unlawfully in the Capitol from proceeding fo1ward. The crowd engaged in 

chants of "USA!," "Whose house? Our house!," and "Forward!" Larocca, using his cell phone, 

filmed these events and himself in "selfie mode" chanting "Our house!" and posted it to his 

lnstagram sto1y. Larocca added a caption to one of the videos that read, "We got in." 

13. Co1tez and Larocca exited the building through the N01th Doors at approximately

3:06PM. 

14. After Cortez and Larocca exited the Capitol, law enforcement officers-clad in riot

gear and other tactical equipment-attempted to block the No1th Doors and prevent rioters from 

reentering the Capitol. Multiple rioters launched projectiles-including metal banicades and other 

items-at the doors. A high-pitched, rapid beeping, similar to a smoke alarm, blared overhead. 

The law enforcement officers snuggled to close the No1th Doors while other rioters held them 

open from the outside. The law enforcement officers deployed chemical-irritant spray and fire

extinguisher retardant, and C01tez stepped in front of the North Doors and began repeatedly yelling 

at law enforcement: "Fuck you!" and "Oath breakers!" C01tez slammed a blue-colored flag down 

and stepped fo1ward toward the N01th Doors. Ce1tain law enforcement officers stopped sealing 
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