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RIO RICO TAX RETURN PREPARER AND ASSISTANT SENTENCED FOR FILING FALSE
RETURNS

TUCSON, Ariz. – On Dec. 3, 2013, Imelda Arredondo, 37, of Rio Rico, Ariz., and Yadira Moreno, 35, of
Nogales, Ariz., were sentenced by U.S. District Judge Cindy K. Jorgenson.  Each pleaded guilty to
conspiring to defraud the United States by filing false federal income tax returns.  Moreno was sentenced
to 12 months and 1 day imprisonment.  Arredondo, who also pleaded guilty to aggravated identity theft,
was sentenced to 15 months imprisonment for conspiring with Moreno to defraud the government and a
consecutive two year term of imprisonment for aggravated identity theft.

Arredondo, a tax return preparer in Rio Rico, filed false individual federal income tax returns with the
Internal Revenue Service for the tax years 2008 through 2010 which included false refunds in the amount
of at least $186,561. Arredondo used her clients’ tax returns to file and receive the inflated federal tax
refunds by falsely inflating her clients’ wages, adding false dependents, and using false filing status all
without her clients’ knowledge or permission. Moreno, Arredondo’s sister, was her tax preparation
assistant.

            Arredondo was ordered to pay $191,702 in restitution, including $172,353 to the U.S. Treasury.
Moreno was ordered to pay $113,213 in restitution, including $93,864.47 to the U.S. Treasury.

The investigation in this case was conducted by the Internal Revenue Service, Criminal Investigation
Division.  The prosecution was handled by Jane L. Westby, Assistant U.S. Attorney, District of Arizona,
Tucson, and Danny N. Roetzel, Trial Attorney, Department of Justice, Tax Division.

CASE NUMBER:           CR-4:13-CR-00151-CKJ-1            
RELEASE NUMBER:   2013-092_Arredondo&Moreno
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For more information on the U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of Arizona, visit
http://www.justice.gov/usao/az/
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