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A year and an hour ago today I stepped from an airplane in Forﬁ Worth
Texas —- en route to Phoenix, Arizona, to speak there at a Jackson Day Dinner.

As I stepped from the plane, a friend came up hurriedly.

I ﬁoticed the pallid - face and firm lips when he said, "He is dead.!
He - F.D.R, - has passed on.

I recall vividly this news, like an electric shock; and, almost
unbelieving, I turned my sﬁeps immediately homeward.

A grea£ pall had fallen over the nation,

This man had served us so long and so well, and represented far more
than any man within our memeory the voice of all America embodied.

The passing of a great man takes something away from all of us, because ‘f
great men are so few;’and in the eternal nystery of death human minds react
first with personal sorrow, then with individual loss, and sometimes days and
years have passed before a calm estimate can be made and an honaét evaluation i
reached‘of the impact upon all our lives of the life of one man, v

It is noieworfhy, however,vthat, despite the efforts of the detractb?s?’ikﬁﬁ

to minimize Racsevelt and his career, already the jury of humanity is about .

to render the verdict for nistory,

The effect of a. man's life upon history is sometimes reflected in the
number of words which are written about him.

The Founder of Christianity leads all,

Next to him; evaluated because of his tremendous influence, is the
Emperor Napoleon,

Following him is our own Abrahém Lincoln; and in the pasf year indica-
tions have been that Roosevelt has set in motion a flood of factuai and

speculative literature which may top the record of all mortal men.
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And this has not been a year for introspective thought or solemn
contempla’éionr

If ever a man passed from the seat of the mighty in a period of intense,

excitement, it was Franklin D. Roosevelt,

In the hour of his passing, Nazi Germany was being constricted by the

encircling armies of the Allies.
Germany’s defeat, which this man had engineered on such a high
strategic plane, was orly a matter of days. |
General George Patton was probing the dagger of his Third Army into
her vitals from the West, while(our brave allies, the Russians, were pouringkfﬂ
in from the East like an avalanche. i
It was traglc that ouwr illustrious war President could not live to
see the success of his world militafy strategy, bﬁt victory was so close
that he must have passed on happy in the realization that the triumph of
Democracyyﬁas inevitable, ‘ ‘
And while the general public did‘not now it at the time, he‘was fully
aware that soon the atomic bomb would ha&e-geen loésed-upon Japan - thisb |
bomb that he.had envisaged as the avenging sword of Democracy agaiqét our
enemies, |
Thus he did not go into the Valhalla of courageous menlwithout
assurance and the comfort that not only had he implanted in America ideals -
-which no one can ever des*roy, but that he had madevAmerica strong and'
successful in the great stomggle for the right,
We mark tonight a yvear ol dusviny -« of test and of trial. |

For the world this twelfith of April i35 on anniversary of unfinished

business -- businessc which we must carry on, and business comparable to

¥

the most important man has undertaken in the last nineteen hundred years..

¢



If you ever clasped the hand of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, if you
ever stood within the bright radius of his smile, or if your knowledge came
from what you read or heard in the far corners of the continent -- néverthé—
less,you knew him,

There was something of all of wus in Franklin D. Roosevelt,

We recognized immediately the kinship, from near or far.

As someone could paraphrase: "Tou couldn't quite tell where the peopleiif
left off and where Franklin D. Roosevelt began.™  };

As a man who made history, lived in history, and died in history —- ]i;?Q,
he knew history; and he knew full well the problems which would follow‘ther
imminent end of the war. /

These problems have pressed heavily upon us and have made séme.of us v»yff
forget momentarily the shining light which Roosevelt iit and which will never
be extinguished.

I repeat the Rooseveltian saga:

"The only limits of our realization

of témorrow wili be our doubts of today."

Doubts of today -— Yes, we have our Doubting Thomases.
He had them too.

' He dispelled those doubts by bringing them out in the open -~ by
discussing them -~ exploring every avenue of approach -- by instilling in "t‘“i"
the pecople a confidence that overcame all doubts,

S0, you of the Political Action Committee, if you wish to help us
carry on the Roosevelt policies, attain the Roosevelt objectives, must - like'i¥fj‘_
all citizens - dispel the fog of doubt,

The Doubting Thomases must be snowed under,



For example -

Your Committee, thch sponsored this meeting, is an organization
which strives to promote the hest interests of union 1abof; and the winds
of political fortune have been with it.

It is a result of the long, slow march of the working man frém
economic serfdom in the industrial organization of a century ago to his
present active posiﬁion in the greatest industrial nation of all time,

Politics has become real and earnest as the nation has moved from
agricultural to industrial pre-eminence.

As we gradually approach a balance between these two basic human
enterprises, the rights of individuals banded together in methods of earning :7

; /
their daily bread are recognized clearly and understood thoroughly by the
American people.

We all have a right to participate in the political activities of

our nation; and more than that, we have a duty to present fairly ﬁc the
American people éur separate cases,

Let it never be misunderstood about fair and honorable political
activity in a democracy, that it is proper.to participate and negligent to
stand aloof, - |

Ever since the beginning of our nation the farmeré-— and to them no
higher praise can be given ~- have stood for their rights, from the stone
walls of Lexington and Concord to the last balloting in the last eléctionf‘

They have always been a power in Anierican politics, becauss tﬁey were -
strong enough and wise enough and informed enough to let their wants be known;<

Now, with half the nation away from the land in the industries itkis'
the right of the industrial employee to do the same things

You have fought your fight, just as the farmersdid,
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For you it was the battle in the industrial towns instead of the fighﬁ?i*

from behind the stone walls on the Concord Road; but it was truly a contest 
for the same rights of man. |

Special rights and individual cutloo;cs can differ, but human rights
are always the same «» whether in the faétory or the fofge, on the farm
or on the ranch,

The late President knew, as the Political Action Committée was in
process of formation, that it would represent ccnsiderable power,inlthe o
councils of the nation, ' ‘;Z:

He knew that the working man and woman need the same protection of
law and human considefation aé any other form of activity,

It was axiomatic of his spirit, and that of the Democratic Par£y; thé
there would be basic recognition of mutusl rights by the organized aﬁd the
unorganized, by the farmer and the working man,

Thesé rights were combined under the banner of ﬁemocracy,‘and underl
the leadership of Franklin D. Roosevelt; and that is why we are able to

have such an impressive meeting as we have here tonight.

I say tokyou at this time, == and I am certain that you understand,;f
-~ that you have a tremendous power for the good of your féllow~citizens‘v f

in America,
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Scme say that in the industrial North ypu hold the balance of
political power.

If this be so, you have a democratic responsibility, a liberal
tradition, a public duty, and you must pay attention to the conscience
‘ »

which bespeaks the best interest of all Americans.
My friends, some of us have fallen into ﬁhe habit in the past few
years of tagging people with names.
Rightly 'or wrongly, we bandy about "Fascisn" and "Communism,"
irresponsible as to utterance and careless as to effect,
| No such alternatives can exist under our form of gévernment.
We are either American or unw~American,
Your critics have grown into the habit -~ and a habit‘is~a bad
thing == of accusing you of harboring radical' and un»Americanlelements,
Let me recall to you the words of the late President Roosevelt
on October 6, 1944, from the White House. I quote:
"I have never sought, and I do not welcome
rs .
the support of any person or greup committed to
Communi.sm, or Fascism, or any other foreign ideoclogy
which would undermine the American system of Govern=—

ment or the American system of free competitive -

enterprise and private property." UNQUOIE.




-—’7-

In keeping with this sentiment, which I know is echoed in the heart
of every true American, if such exist within your ranks — and I know that
no one knows better than you whom your rﬁsters encompass - then I say to
yous "Disown them." | |

Thus you can never be accused of being un-American, for you have

taken the American way.

In our American conception of language we are inclined to attribute

to the word "politician" something of the venal qualities of all human

dealings, not alone politicss

But the appellation of "statesman" has always implied greatness and

goodness, transcending crass politics.
I have often debated with myself the injustice of the idly used and f}ﬁgl

frequently hurled epithet "politician," but. unfortunately I am not a creator f'

of words and my feelings will not change the language.

Roosevelt exhibited one of the finest political minds of all time,

and centuries from now will probably be known and understood far better tﬁanli
he is today.
| I believe that he acquired this political sixth sense because
fundamentally he was closer by far than most men to the most people,.
There was a little of something of each one of us = a common bésic ;
human trait -~ in Franklin Delano Roosevelt; and his success at the-po}ls:  ;
was attributable to this. | K
This success, fortunately,.was pleasing to us and appalling to the g

I

opposition,

His success lent lustre to his reputation at home and abroad, and

facilitated the onerous tasks of statesmanship which he so willingly and 89 ?};

ably shouldered, . .
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A statesman is generally characterized by statesmanlike utterances;
and I do not Believe that his phrases which made history will ever be
forgotten,

They are remembered because he struck a responsive chord in the hearts
of the American people; and it is a tribute to his estimate of common humanit§;  R
when vie reélﬁ%e thaet they also were echwed in the hearts of people all.overv
the world,

Lec m2 reesil for a moment some of the Roosevelt phrases which made
history:

In his speech accepting the Democratic nominatipn for the Presidency
before the Democratic National Convention at Chicago on the second of July,
1932, he said: ”

| "I pledge YOU, I pledge myself to a new deal for the

Ameriecan people,.!

One of the flaming banners of the Democratic sweep to victory in l932,f
was the plea fér the forgotten man, | 2

Who wili ever forget the words;

"These unhappy times call for the building of plans * 3

¥ % # # that put their faith once more in the forgotten

man at the bottom of the economic pyramid,"

Three years later he showed that he had not forgotten the forgotten
man, and he brought forth his feelings‘upon the subject. He said, in paft: ' f;k
"We find our population .suffering from old inequalities,

little changed by past sporadic remedies. * % % % ¥

# % % % In most Nations . social

* * 3 % ¥*

Al
o<

justice, no longer a distant ideal, has become a definite goal,

and ancient Governments are beginning to heed the call."
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‘His delineation of the relationship of employee to employer came in ‘

his First Fireside Chat of 1936, on September 6, 1936; and he threw out the
oldeorld theory of class relationships.

I quote from his Address then, as follows:

LI * %* * * +* #* * % * 3
In this country we insist, as an essential part of the American

way of life, that the employer-employee relationship should be

-

e
%k
e

one between free men and equals, % % % 3

[V

J,
%
1,

T

¥ % 3 % % % o# % 3

We insist that labor is entitled to as much respect as property." ‘

On civil liberties he was a‘pillar of progress,

That may recall the stirring words repeatea in August and Septemberé R
1937, in which»he set forth his beliefs, in referring to Thomas Babington
Macaulay's "Essay on Democracy." |

He said:

"Mine is a different anchor. They do not believe in
democfacy ~-~ I do, My anchor is dehocracy@—amd more democracy.
And,.my friends, I am of the firm belief that tﬁe Nation, by an
overwhelming'majprity, supports my opposition'to the &esting of
supreme power in the hands of any class, numerous but select.

| "The men who wrote the Constitubion were the men who fought
the Revolution, #* * * * *

"For the youngest of nations they drew what is today the

oldest written instrument under which men have continuously lived

together as a nation, -

"The Constitution of the United States was a layman's

document, not a lawyer'!s contract," =
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In his Annuél‘MESSage to Congress, Jahuarj'é, 1941, he spoke of the
four essential freedoms -~ Freedom of Speech -~ Freedom éf Woréhip —_— Freedom'j ':
from Want -— Freedom from Fear,

In an Address before a Joint Session of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, December 8, 1941, he told of the attack upon Pearl Harbor,
and referred £o iﬁ as ﬁa date that will 1ivé in infamy,"

On Noveﬁber 17, 1942, when our troops were surging ahead in North’
Africa, he said: ’ \

"But this is no time for exultation, There is no time

for anything but fighting and working to win,"

And finally, in his Fourth Inaugural Address, January 20, 1945, he -
said: | |
| "We have learned to be citizens of the world, members of

the humanvcommnnity."

His words, wheﬁher repeated by human voice or absorbed in our hours '
of study, will never die, | -

| And for Democraéy = Of Which I know the Political Action Committee :

~ is an integral and an inseparable part —- we can be proud that although
Rooéevelt gave Democracy to the world; the Democratic Party gavevRoosevelﬁ.
to Democracy.

There is a hope alive in the hearts of the Roosevelt opponents — who-

are still with us -~ and the Roosevelt haters, who are never quiet and would.vﬁff

even attempt to break the silence of the grave, that the liberalism which thef

late President exemplified will eventually die,.

They base this hope upon what they claim to be trends of history,
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They think that political thought and action takes the movement of
the pendulum -~ swinging first one way and then the other,

The Republicans, with their reactionary views, their historic.position‘:3f‘f

of using the many for the aggrandizement of the few, are kept alive by %his

hope.
They are abetted by powers of the press, of business, and other Torj ;i

groups.

When Mr, Roosevelt passed on, there was a resurgence of expressed

opinion that no Democratic officeholder could compare with him in political

sagacity and technique; and that‘therefore the Republicans would have a chaﬁcéf;f
of wresting power for the privileged few froﬁ'the people.r V‘ |
However they had failed, as many in our own Party had failed, to
realize that Franklin Roosevelt unlocked a new conception of human relationé 1
from the depths of human hearts, | | .
History shows, far and above the pendulum swings of political trends;
the unfalﬁering and unqrring advance of human progress. |
We are bound onward and upward in our course; and although we haﬁé 7'»
seen minor set-backs, humanity continually strives to better itself,
There was no turning back, no pendﬁlum action in the onrush 6: :
Christianity once its tenets were éstablished throﬁghout the world.
| There was no turning back in our emancipation from slavery.
There has been no turning back in the repression of the power of
nobles and kings,
There_will'be no turning back in the program of liberalism,
I do not wish to speak as a prophet, but merely as a felloweAmerican

watching the trend of human thought; and I say to you that liberalism is not:;




awaiting the guilletine in America, but is on its way to broadéf‘and more
beneficial extensions,

&nd these extentions will come from the people under the Democratic E,N G
Party, for they have been indelibly inculcated by the great Americaﬁ we hav; ;WV
memorialized tonight.

And I state further, despite the clamor and the division == the
claims of people who cry "confusion"™ when they do not understand cbmplexity'*f{f: 
that the calm and unruffled e honest and sincere -- hard-working man of the“ﬂ‘;;
people in the White House has no delusions on this s&ore. |

He knows that humanity has reached a firm foothold in liberalism;

and he relishes the opportunity to give that liberalism permanent expression.
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