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INTRODUCTION

On January 20, 2025, President Donald J. Trump issued Executive Order 14147, Ending the
Weaponization of the Federal Government, which established “the policy of the United States to
identify and take appropriate action to correct past misconduct by the Federal Government
related to the weaponization of law enforcement and ... the Intelligence Community.”* In
response, Attorney General Pamela Bondi established the Weaponization Working Group at the
Department of Justice (“DOJ”) to “review [DOJ] activities” during the Biden Administration and
to “identify instances where a department’s or agency’s conduct appears to have been designed to
achieve ... improper aims rather than pursuing justice or legitimate governmental objectives.”2
The Weaponization Working Group’s charge includes examining “[t]he January 23, 2023,
memorandum in which the Federal Bureau of Investigation [“FBI”] suggested that certain
Catholic religious practices were affiliated with violent extremism and criminal activity.”s

The referenced memorandum was a Domain Perspective. Domain Perspectives are internal FBI
intelligence products intended to highlight trends in an FBI office’s area of responsibility, such as
different types of violent or criminal activity, intelligence gaps, and opportunities for research.
Their purpose is to raise awareness within the FBI. On January 23, 2023, the FBI Richmond Field
Office published a Domain Perspective entitled “Interest of Racially or Ethnically Motivated
Violent Extremists in Radical-Traditionalist Catholic Ideology Almost Certainly Presents New
Mitigation Opportunities” (the “Richmond Catholic Memo” or “Memo”).4 The Richmond Catholic
Memo was the outgrowth of a single FBI investigation and linked what it viewed as certain
traditional Catholic ideologies (what has, in the records the Working Group reviewed, been called
“radical traditionalist,” “radical traditional,” or “radtrad” Catholicism) with violent extremism.

On the afternoon of February 8, 2023, the Richmond Catholic Memo was leaked to the public.5
After the leak, internal reviews concluded that the Richmond Catholic Memo did not meet FBI
standards, including by improperly suggesting that certain domestic terrorist and religious
viewpoints aligned without supporting evidence and by creating the impression that the FBI
conducts investigative activity based on religious affiliation. The FBI withdrew the Richmond
Catholic Memo, though the Richmond Field Office stood by its work.

This report traces the origins of the Richmond Catholic Memo.®

1 Exec. Order No. 14147, Ending the Weaponization of the Federal Government, 90 Fed. Reg. 8235 (Jan.
20, 2025).

2 Memorandum for All Department Employees, Restoring the Integrity and Credibility of the
Department of Justice, Dep’t of Just. (Feb. 5, 2025).

31d.

4 See infra note 7.

5 E-mail from Public Affairs Specialist to Directorate of Intelligence Assistant Director (Feb. 8, 2023)
(attached as Exhibit 001); E-mail from FBI National Press Office to Directorate of Intelligence Assistant
Director (Feb. 8, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 002).

6 This report includes citations to numerous internal documents containing predecisional and deliberative
discussions where necessary to demonstrate the scope and scale of events as they occurred. Because of
the Trump Administration’s commitment to transparency, Attorney General Blanche has approved
disclosure of these documents. The exhibits are representative of DOJ’s full findings to date. All
discussion, citation, and provision of internal information in this report is disclosed pursuant to the
authority and approval of the Attorney General. The limited release of this information does not
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1. THE THESIS OF THE RICHMOND CATHOLIC MEMO.

On January 23, 2023, the Richmond FBI Field Office published the Richmond Catholic Memo,
linking “racially or ethnically motivated violent extremists” to “radical-traditionalist Catholic
ideology.”” The thesis of the Memo was that “the increasingly observed interest of racially or
ethnically motivated violent extremists (RMVEs) in radical-traditionalist Catholic (RTC) ideology
almost certainly presents opportunities for threat mitigation through the exploration of new
avenues for tripwire and source development.”® The FBI assessed that “RMVE interest in RTCs
[was] likely to increase over the next 12 to 24 months in the run-up to the next general election
cycle complicating the overall RMVE threat picture while also creating new opportunities for
mitigation efforts.”9 The FBI believed that the “RTC community [was] likely to remain relatively
stable or show modest growth, providing RMVEs a persistent Catholic-oriented base with which
to interact.”* The FBI warned that “[c]atalyzing events in which RMVEs and RTC adherents
might have common cause include legislation or judicial decisions in areas such as abortion rights,
immigration, affirmative action, and LGBTQ protections.”

The Richmond Catholic Memo then listed the names, addresses, and phone numbers of multiple
chapels and a seminary surrounding Richmond, Virginia, and recommended “engag[ing] in
outreach with the leadership” of those religious institutions to “sensitize [the] congregations to
the warning signs of radicalization and enlist their assistance to serve as suspicious activity
tripwires.”?2 Further, the Memo suggested outreach to the Diocese of Richmond Pastoral Center
to “enlist the diocesan leadership’s assistance in sensitizing parishes to the warning signs of
radicalization.”*3

II. THE BEGINNING: ONE CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION UNRELATED TO A CATHOLIC
CHURCH.

The genesis of the Richmond Catholic Memo stemmed from an investigation by the Richmond
Field Office into an individual referred to here as “Target 1.” Target 1 moved to Virginia after
graduating high school in New York.*# He diagnosed himself with Asperger’s Syndrome—though
also said “he grew out of it"—and claimed to have attempted suicide in September 2018.%5 In 2019,

constitute the waiver of privilege beyond the limited disclosure here. The limited release of information in
this report does not constitute an authorization to any current or former employee to discuss internal or
privileged information or to be subject to serve as a witness. DOJ’s Touhy regulations continue to apply.
28 C.F.R. §§ 16.21, et seq.; United States ex rel. Touhy v. Regan, 340 U.S. 462 (1951).

7 Fed. Bureau of Investigation, Richmond Office, Richmond Catholic Memo, 1 (Jan. 23, 2023) (attached as
Exhibit 003).

81d. at 1—2.

9 Id. at 4.

10 Id. at 2.

1 Jd. at 4.

2 Jd. at 5.

13 Id. at 6.

14 Position of the United States with Respect to Sentencing at 2, United States v. [Target 1], No. 3:23CR79
(E.D.Va. 2025).

15 Id. at 17.



the FBI became aware of the Target 1’s “violent and racially-motivated ideology” based on posts
Target 1 published online.*®

On August 17, 2020, Target 1 paced through his neighborhood carrying a flag associated with the
Confederacy and slashed the tires of cars displaying political symbols he opposed.?” Furthermore,
after police intervened, Target 1 assaulted them.'® Police also found firearms and ammunition at
Target 1’s residence.9 Target 1 was convicted in state court of Felony Vandalism on January 7,
2021,2° and sentenced to a term of five years’ imprisonment, with four years suspended.2

During his time in prison, Target 1 continued espousing violent, racial views. He wrote to a
relative that the “government is evil” and “all that needs to be done is for us to truly unite in Christ
Jesus and make total war against the Satanic occultists Government.”22 He vowed to “destroy”
“Jews, Liberals, communists, degenerates, Zionists, progressives, capitalists, globalists, and
green-party PETA-type environmentalists.”23 Target 1 linked his radicalism to a type of
religiosity, stating, for example, that he “chose the Lord over the law,”24 and wrote a manifesto
stating his views that the “government is evil” and “of the Devil” and that he needed to be armed.25

After his release from state prison on June 28, 2021, and until federal agents searched his
residence in November 2022,2¢ Target 1 attempted to acquire or build firearms and ammunition,?”
built more than a half-dozen fully assembled Molotov cocktails,?® and attempted to recruit others
via social media.29 He also encouraged his followers online to attack and murder minorities and
police,3° advocated for a mass shooting at a special needs school for children, and encouraged
“taking up armed resistance against the government.”s! In 2025, Target 1 was sentenced to over
eight years in federal custody for possession of destructive devices.32

16 Jd. at 5—6.

17 Id. at 8.

18 Id. at 2.

19 Id.

20 Statement of Facts at 1, United States v. [Target 1], No. 3:23CR79 (E.D.Va. 2024).

21 Position of the United States with Respect to Sentencing at 18-19.

22 [d. at 10.

23 Id. at 3, 10—11.

24 Id. at 10.

25 Ex. 1 to Position of the United States with Respect to Sentencing at 2—3, United States v. [Target 1], No.
3:23CR79 (E.D.Va. 2025).

26 Position of the United States with Respect to Sentencing at 11; Indictment at 1, United States v. [Target
1], No. 3:23CR79 (E.D.Va. 2023).

27 Position of the United States with Respect to Sentencing at 15—-16.

28 Id. at 16.

29 See id. at 13—14.

30 Id. at 12, 14—15.

31 Michael Horowitz, Off. of the Inspector Gen., Dep’t of Just., Rep. to Cong. on the Creation and Content
of the FBI Internal Intelligence Product on Purported Link between Racially or Ethnically Motivated
Violent Extremists and “Radical Traditionalist Catholic” Ideology, at 3 (Apr. 18, 2024),
https://perma.cc/8SB3-DAHV.

32 Judgment at 2, United States v. [Target 1], No. 3:23CR79 (E.D. Va. 2025).
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III. TARGET 1’S CONNECTION TO A NONMAINSTREAM CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE FBI’S
INITIAL CONTACT WITH HIS PRIEST.

In spring of 2022, after Target 1 had been released from state custody, he started attending Our
Lady of Fatima Chapel. Our Lady of Fatima Chapel is affiliated with what some describe as a
nonmainstream Catholic group known as the Society of St. Pius X, or SSPX. According to a
presentation developed by the Richmond Field Office, French Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre
founded SSPX in 1970,33 following opposition to changes in the Roman Catholic Church after the
Second Vatican Council (“Vatican II”). In July 2026, the Vatican “declared [SSPX] in schism and
decreed the excommunication of its bishops.”34 According to the presentation, “SSPX Resistance”
is itself a breakaway group from SSPX, and the SSPX Marian Corps, or “SSPX-MC,” is a branch of
the SSPX Resistance.35

At some point in 2022, the FBI discovered that Target 1 attended Our Lady of Fatima Chapel.3¢
Based on that discovery, the FBI decided to interview the chapel’s priest. (“Priest 17).

The first telephone interview occurred on November 16, 2022.37 Priest 1 said he lived in Northern
Kentucky. He said he knew Target 1 through the church—though not well—and that, to Priest 1’s
knowledge, Target 1 was not a member of the church, was not Catholic, and had never been to
confession.3® Priest 1 knew Target 1 attended 3-4 catechism classes but said that Target 1’s “stance
on things definitely need[ed] to be modified before he c[ould] join the church.”39 Priest 1 also
stated that Target 1 had “crazy views about race” and war and was a white supremacist.4° When
asked if Target 1 “ever discussed committing violence,” the FBI report recounts that Priest 1
“seemed to become nervous and began stumbling on his words,” and asked “if he could talk to the

leadership of the church and/or a lawyer before speaking further.”4

The second telephonic interview with Priest 1 occurred a week later, on November 23, 2022.
During this conversation, Priest 1 said he heard from a church member that Target 1 “wanted to
talk to him.”42 The FBI Task Force Officer (“TFO”) asked Priest 1 to clarify whether Target 1
“personally reached out,” and Priest 1 said he was not sure and that “maybe [the church member]

33 A Society of Catholic Priests: Its Main Objective is the Formation of Holy Priests, Soc’y of St. Pius X
(2026), https://perma.cc/G5H4-9YMR; The FBI estimated there were approximately one million SSPX
believers worldwide at the time the FBI began its investigation. See E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 3 to
Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 2 (Jan. 20, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 004, slide 11).

34 Nicole Winfield, What To Know About The Schism By Traditionalist Catholics Who Defied Pope Leo
XIV, AP (July 2, 2026), https://perma.cc/NG32-6PKB.

35 See E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 3 to Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 2 (Jan. 20, 2023) (attached
as Exhibit 004, slides 15—16).

36 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 2 to Milwaukee Analyst 1 (Dec. 30, 2022) (attached as Exhibit 005).
37 Interview of [Priest 1], FD-302 at 1 (Dec. 8, 2022) (attached as Exhibit 006); Other documents,
including the DOJ Office of Inspector General Report cited above, state that the FBI also interviewed the
Choir Director of the church during the investigation.

38 Interview of [Priest 1], FD-302 at 1 (Dec. 8, 2022) (attached as Exhibit 006).

39 Id.

40 Id.

4a1d.

42 [d.
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just thought [Target 1] would want to talk to him.”43 The FBI TFO also asked the Priest if he talked
to an attorney, as indicated in the previous conversation.44 Priest 1 explained he could not
“violate” “the relationship [he has] with the people at the church.4s The FBI TFO then explained
his understanding of “papal privilege” and its application to confession, but that it was not a
blanket privilege.4¢ Priest 1 responded, “I don’t want to be involved.”47

IV. FBI RICHMOND DEVOTES RESOURCES TO INVESTIGATING PRIEST 1 AND HIS CHURCH.

The FBI'’s discussions with Priest 1 as described above, additional discoveries about Target 1 and
SSPX, and information about SSPX from a foreign intelligence entity resulted in an expansion of
the FBI’s investigation between roughly December 2022 and February 2023. The following events
occurred in this timeframe:

By December 2022, the FBI discovered that Target 1 described himself as a “radical
traditional Catholic Clerical Fascist.”48

Around early January 2023, an Intelligence Analyst in the Richmond office uncovered and
forwarded material about the SSPX Resistance that a foreign law enforcement agency had
developed. That material described SSPX Resistance as “an Orthodox Catholic group
which blends traditional Catholicism with National Socialist ideals.”49 Intelligence
purportedly indicated “the group has a wide European-American network and is
attempting to radicalize individuals through the Catholic religion towards Neo-Nazi
extremism.”5° Open source information collected by the FBI showed that Priest 1’s uncle
was also a priest (“Priest 2”)5!, and that SSPX-Resistance’s founder, Bishop Richard
Williamson, ordained Priest 2 in 1992.52 Information gathered by the FBI revealed that
Williamson was expelled from SSPX in 2012, and acted as the de-facto Bishop for SSPX-
Resistance “which ha[d] several constituent groups around the world, one of which is
SSPX-MC (Marian Corps), led by [Priest 2].753

Around the same time, the analysts at the Richmond Field Office expanded their
investigation into Priest 2. In their view, Priest 2 was “one of the key people in the SSPX-
MC.”54 The expansion of the investigation to Priest 2 was based on Priest 2’s membership
in SSPX-MC, a generalized concern about SSPX-MC based on the Richmond Field Office’s

43 Id. 1—2.

44 ]d.
45 Id.
46 Id.
47 Id.

48 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 2 to Milwaukee Analyst 1 (Dec. 30, 2022) (attached as Exhibit 005).
49 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 4 to Special Agent (Jan. 5, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 007).

50 Id.
51 Id.
52 Id.

53 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 4 to Special Agent (Jan. 5, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 007).
54 E-mail from Intelligence Agent 2 to Intelligence Agent 5 (Jan. 5, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 008).
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open-source research and the foreign law enforcement agency’s intelligence material, and
Priest 2’s nephew’s pastorship of the SSPX church that Target 1 attended.55

e On January 5, 2023, Intelligence Analyst 2 e-mailed an Intelligence Analyst and Staff
Operations Specialist at the field office in Louisville, Kentucky, about Priest 2.5¢
Intelligence Analyst 2 asked for “any information that [the Louisville Field Office has] on
the [SSPX-MC] organization, [and Priest 1 and Priest 2], etc.”s”7 The Intelligence Analyst
in the Louisville Field Office responded that she did not “recall ever coming across these
names or organization before,” copied other agents and analysts in Louisville “for their
situational awareness,” and recommended that Intelligence Analyst 2 “send Guardians
on” the two priests.58

e Also on January 5, 2023, the Richmond Field Office opened a Guardian on Priest 1 for the
purpose of conducting “investigative steps to determine if [Priest 1] was recruiting and/or
radicalizing [Target 1].”59 The Guardian points to two facts that the Richmond Field Office
claimed justified the additional scrutiny: (1) Priest 1’s assignment at Our Lady of Fatima
Chapel, and (2) Priest 2’s leadership role in the SSPX-MC.¢ The Guardian illustrates the
scope of the FBI's investigation of the two priests and the extent to which the investigation
of Priest 1 was linked to Priest 2. It described the prior travel of Priest 1 and cross-checked
it against Priest 2’s travel, finding “no evidence that [the two priests] ha[d] traveled
together, or were in the same overseas location at the same time.”®* The Guardian also
reveals that Priest 2 was interviewed by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (“CBP”) at
Boston Logan International Airport, and that Priest 2’s phone was searched to determine
Priest 2’s level of contact with his nephew, Priest 1.2 In addition to the Guardian
assessment, a Richmond Field Office analyst gathered additional information on Priest 1,
such as when and where he was ordained and when he “celebrated his first Mass” both
within and outside his local seminary.¢3

e Around January 9, 2023, the FBI discovered that Priest 2 was traveling abroad “in late
January,” and pulled his flight and credit card details.®4

55 Intelligence Analyst 4 wrote that Priest 2 “appear[ed] to have been in several conversations discussing
SSPX” with a January 6 defendant but admitted “none of these conversations... are derogatory in nature.’
E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 4 to Special Agent (Jan. 5, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 007).

56 Both Priest 1 and his uncle, Priest 2, resided in Kentucky. E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 2 to Special
Agent (Jan. 4, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 008).

57 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 2 to Intelligence Analyst 5 (Jan. 5, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 008).

58 Id. A Guardian is a report the FBI uses to determine “whether there is a nexus to terrorism, cyber, or
other criminal activity to warrant further investigation and/or to apply additional investigative resources
as determined by ... FBI Policies.” Under FBI policies, “a Guardian assessment must have an authorized
purpose and cannot be based solely on race, ethnicity, national origin or First Amendment protected
activities.” Jacqueline F. Brown, Federal Bureau of Investigation Privacy Impact Assessment for the
eGuardian System, FBI (Jan. 4, 2013), https://perma.cc/LZP2-FMPA.

59 Guardian of Priest 1 at 1 (attached as Exhibit 009).

60 Jd. at 2.

61 Id. at 4.

62 Id.

63 See also E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 1 to Intelligence Analyst 2 (Jan. 6, 2023) (attached as Exhibit
010); E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 4 to Special Agent (Jan. 5, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 007).

64 E-mail from Special Agent to FBI Louisville (Jan. 9, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 011); E-mail from
Intelligence Analyst 2 to Domestic Terrorism Tactical Specialist (Jan. 10, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 012).

8

i



https://perma.cc/LZP2-FMPA

¢ OnJanuary 20, 2023, the Richmond Field Office opened a separate Guardian assessment
on Priest 2 “to determine if [he] is/was involved in the recruitment and radicalization of
Violent Religious Extremists such as [Target 1] and/or others.”®s As a basis for its
suspicions, the Guardian pointed to Priest 2’s “publicly available
sermons/events/speeches” and claimed they “indicate a rhetoric and ideology similar to
[Target 1]’s perspective, specifically concerning anti-Semitism, anti-establishment, and
anti-abortion ideology.”¢¢

e On January 27, 2023, the FBI added a note to Priest 2’s Guardian with details of the
upcoming travel of Priest 2. On January 31, the Boston Field Office conducted
“surveillance not requiring a court order” of Priest 2 at Boston Logan International
Airport.®7 Upon their return from international travel, Priest 2 and a travel companion
were subjected to a secondary search and interview by CBP.%8 Afterward, the FBI observed
them leaving the airport and entering the vehicle of a third person.®9 FBI personnel then
followed Priest 2 from the airport to a residence associated with the driver of the vehicle.7
Later that evening, the FBI conducted surveillance at a residence associated with Priest 2
(noting that the lights were on inside).”

On February 8, 2023, the Richmond Catholic Memo, described further below, leaked to the public.
Just two days later, on February 10, 2023, the FBI closed the Guardian on Priest 2 “pursuant to
[a] RH [Richmond Field Office] EM [executive management] directive.”72 And five days later, on
February 15, 2023, Priest 1’s Guardian was likewise closed, because “[n]o identified threat to
national security was found at this time” and “[n]o allegation of federal violation or threat to
national security has been identified.”7s

V. THE RICHMOND FIELD OFFICE DEVELOPS A THEORY THAT “RADICAL
TRADITIONALIST” CATHOLICS POSE A NATIONAL THREAT AND DRAFTS THE
RICHMOND CATHOLIC MEMO.

In parallel with FBI’s investigations into Priest 1 and Priest 2, the Richmond Field Office began
developing the Richmond Catholic Memo.

A. FBI Richmond Analysts Conceive of the Memo but Struggle to Find
Supporting Evidence.

1. FBI Richmond Analysts attempt to find evidence to justify a memo
focused on “Radical Traditionalist” Catholics.

On September 13, 2022, FBI Intelligence Analyst 1 proposed three ideas for domain perspectives
for FBI's fiscal year 2023: (1) one “on the impact of Virginia’s Consumer Data Protection Act,” (2)

65 Guardian of Priest 2 at 7 (attached as Exhibit 009).
66 Id. at 8.

67 Id. at 11.

68 Id.

69 Id.

70 Id.

7 Id.

72 Id. at 13.

73 Id. at 5.



one “on short-/longer-term impact of new violent crime reduction initiatives ... on violence in
Richmond metro area,” and (3) one “on increasing intersection of rad-trad (radical-traditional)
Catholics and DVEs [domestic violent extremists].””# Intelligence Analyst 1 explained the third
idea was “a direct outgrowth of [Target 1’s] case.””s Intelligence Analyst 1 asserted that the
“intersection” between “rad-trad ... Catholics” and domestic violence extremism was “increasing,”
but then acknowledged any purported increase turned on “finding sufficient additional evidence
beyond [Target 1].”7¢ As outlined below, FBI’s subsequent research turned up only two additional
cases of a suspect self-identifying as a “radical traditional” Catholic—and nothing linking
Catholics or groups not in full communion with the Catholic Church to domestic extremism.

By December 2022, Intelligence Analyst 2 searched the FBI's internal databases for cases that
might fit Intelligence Analyst 1’s hypothesis that “radical-traditionalist” Catholics posed a national
threat.7” Intelligence Analyst 2 only identified two cases as relevant: one in Portland, Oregon, and
one in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Intelligence Analyst 2 then reached out to those offices to obtain
additional information on those matters.

On December 21, 2022, Intelligence Analyst 2 contacted the Portland Field Office about the first
identified case.” Intelligence Analyst 2 informed the office that she was preparing a report on
“Racially or Ethnically Motivated Violent Extremists in radical-traditionalist Catholic ideology.”79
She explained that she learned about a deceased subject through her search and found him in an
“ADL product”—a dossier prepared by the Anti-Defamation League’s Center on Extremism.8°
Even though the subject was deceased, Intelligence Analyst 2 thought the information about him
was “interesting” and asked to reach out to an ADL contact regarding the individual’s “association
with radtrad Catholic ideology” for use in the intelligence product.8* An Intelligence Analyst in
Portland responded that Intelligence Analyst 2’s understanding was “correct,” and while he
“[didn’t] see any issue” with Intelligence Analyst 2 using the information in her report, he deferred
to the case agent to make the final call and to connect her with the ADL.82

As for the second case, on December 30, 2022, Intelligence Analyst 2 reached out to two analysts
in the Milwaukee Field Office about an individual who, according to Intelligence Analyst 2,
“adhere[d] to rad-trad ideology” and attended a church affiliated with SSPX “for over a year.”83
Intelligence Analyst 2 wanted to “pick [the Milwaukee Analyst’s] brain further to use this
information as an evidence bullet in our product.”84 A few weeks later, Intelligence Analyst 2 sent

74 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 1 to Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 2 (Sept. 13, 2022) (attached as
Exhibit 013).

75 Id.

76 Id.

77 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 2 to Intelligence Analyst 6 (Dec. 21, 2022) (attached as Exhibit 014).
78 Id.

79 Id.

80 Id.; Center on Extremism, Anti-Defamation League (attached as Exhibit 015); see also Center on
Extremism, ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE (2026), https://perma.cc/754H-R3FF. The Anti-Defamation
League is a non-governmental organization.

81 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 2 to Intelligence Analyst 6 (Dec. 21, 2022) (attached as Exhibit 014).
82 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 6 to Intelligence Analyst 2 (Dec. 28, 2022) (attached as Exhibit 014).
83 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 2 to Milwaukee Analyst 1 (Dec. 30, 2022) (attached as Exhibit 005).
84 Id.
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the Milwaukee field office a proposed paragraph to be included in the Richmond Catholic Memo. 85
The paragraph included reference to the SSPX church the Milwaukee subject attended, a
description of his political views, his past history of alleged violence, his affiliation with violent
groups, and his attempt to acquire weapons and ammunition.8¢ The Milwaukee analyst approved
of the language.8”

To further support their hypothesis regarding “rad-trad Catholics,” the Richmond Field Office
also received intelligence material about SSPX from a foreign law enforcement agency.88 The
published Richmond Catholic Memo did not expressly mention this material, but as mentioned
above, the material contained descriptions of the origins of SSPX Resistance, its leader, and the
leader’s alleged connection to Priest 2.89 Finally, the Richmond Field Office used its investigation
into Priest 1 and Priest 2—specifically, Priest 2’s travel abroad in late January—to secure a
meeting with the foreign law enforcement agency to discuss SSPX Resistance.9° So while the final
Memo does not mention the material received from that foreign agency, the Working Group
believes it a fair assumption that this material influenced it.

2. FBI Richmond Analysts believe they should convert the Richmond
Catholic Memo to a SPEAR.

Even before Intelligence Analyst 2 had reached out to the Portland and Milwaukee field offices to
locate corroborating evidence supporting the proposed domain perspective, Intelligence Analyst
1 “got to thinking” that the FBI should prepare a broader report to be circulated to FBI leadership,
known as a Strategic Perspective: Executive Analytic Report (“SPEAR”).9t SPEARs are used to
communicate information to senior executives in the FBI. Unlike a Domain Perspective, which is
sent to relevant personnel in a specific geographic or subject area, a SPEAR has national
implications. In this case, the proposed SPEAR would link “rad-trad” Catholics to racially
motivated or ethnically motivated violent extremists,92 which Intelligence Analyst 1 stated
“[s]eems like something with national application.”93

By January 3, 2023, Intelligence Analyst 2 represented that the Domestic Terrorism Intelligence
Analyst over the Richmond Field Office was “onboard with the SPEAR” and that they planned to
meet to discuss next steps.9

At that time, Intelligence Analyst 2 and Intelligence Analyst 1 had only identified three individuals
(Target 1, the deceased subject from the ADL report, and the subject from Milwaukee) in FBI
databases with purported ties to SSPX and “radical-traditional Catholicism.” And Intelligence

85 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 2 to Milwaukee Analyst 2 (Jan. 11, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 016).
86 Id.

87 E-mail from Milwaukee Analyst 2 to Intelligence Analyst 2 (Jan. 13, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 016).
88 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 4 to Special Agent (Jan. 5, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 007).

89 Id.

90 E-mail from Special Agent to FBI Louisville (Jan. 09, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 011).

91 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 1 to Intelligence Analyst 2 (Dec. 16, 2022) (attached as Exhibit 017).
92 Id.

93 Id.

94 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 2 to Intelligence Analyst 1 (Jan. 3, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 005).
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Analyst 2 admitted that the FBI did not know whether Target 1 “was collaborating with others”
when he was arrested. 9

On February 2, 2023, shortly after the Richmond Catholic Memo was published, Intelligence
Analyst 2 e-mailed a draft SPEAR to the Richmond Domestic Terrorism Intelligence Analyst.9
On February 6, 2023, a Domestic Terrorism Intelligence Analyst from the Counterterrorism
Division stated she would “take a look at it along with one of the other [intelligence analysts] up
here who covers RMVE threats.”9” Two days later, the Richmond Catholic Memo leaked, and the
SPEAR was never published.

B. The Richmond Field Office Builds the Richmond Catholic Memo.

1. The Richmond Field Office’s attempt to define “radical traditionalist”
Catholic.

The thesis of the Richmond Catholic Memo, as outlined above, linked the “interest of racially or
ethnically motivated violent extremists” to “radical-traditionalist” Catholic ideology. To support
the Memo then, FBI needed to define the term “radical traditionalist Catholic.” The FBI
ultimately “characterized” that term in footnote (a) of the Memo, stating:

RTCs are typically characterized by the rejection of the Second Vatican Council
(Vatican II) as a valid church council; disdain for most of the popes elected since
Vatican II, particularly Pope Francis and Pope John Paul II; and frequent
adherence to anti-Semitic, anti-immigrant, anti-LGBTQ, and white supremacist
ideology. Radical-traditionalist Catholics compose a small minority of overall
Roman Catholic adherents and are separate and distinct from “traditionalist
Catholics” who prefer the Traditional Latin Mass and pre-Vatican II teachings and
traditions, but without the more extremist ideological beliefs and violent rhetoric.
Vatican II took place from 1962-1965 and essentially shaped the modern Roman
Rite Catholic Church. It was intended to help the church respond to global cultural
changes in the aftermath of World War II and resulted in significant reforms to the
liturgy, attitudes toward non-Christian religions, roles and responsibilities of the
laity, views on religious freedom, etc.98

To arrive at this sweeping generalization—filled with political and religious viewpoints—the FBI
devoted time to studying and even building a presentation titled “Traditionalist Catholicism
Overview.”?9 The presentation makes broad generalizations about so-called “Traditionalist

95 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 2 to Milwaukee Analyst 1 (Dec. 30, 2022) (attached as Exhibit 005).
96 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 2 to Domestic Terrorism Intelligence Analyst (Feb. 2, 2023) (attached
as Exhibit 018); Fed. Bureau of Investigation, Draft SPEAR, “Interest of Racially or Ethnically Motivated
Violent Extremists in Radical-Traditionalist Catholic Ideology Almost Certainly Presents New Mitigation
Opportunities” (Feb. 2023) (attached as Exhibit 019).

97 E-mail from Domestic Terrorism Intelligence Analyst to Intelligence Analyst 2 (Feb. 6, 2023) (attached
as Exhibit 018).

98 Fed. Bureau of Investigation, Richmond Office, Richmond Catholic Memo (Jan. 23, 2023) (attached as
Exhibit 003).

99 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 3 to Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 2 (Jan. 20, 2023) (attached as
Exhibit 004).
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Catholics” and provides a window into how the Richmond Field Office differentiated “radical
traditionalist Catholics” that the office believed posed national security threats from others.o°
The differentiation involved mostly doctrinal disputes, including changes made by the Second
Vatican Council.?o* For example, the presentation includes slides that focus on what the Field
Office believed constitutes core beliefs of nonmainstream Catholics:

A slide titled “Core Ideology and Beliefs” mentions supporting “Traditional Latin Mass”
and “[c]onservative family values/roles” while “[r]ejecti[ng] ... modernity”; supporting
“[d]iscontinuity and [d]isrupture” (which the slide does not define); and possessing a
“[tlendency toward isolationism”;02

A slide titled “On Earth as it is in Heaven” mentions “[b]elief in the creation of a
totalitarian, anti-pluralist Catholic nation, a ‘confessional state’”; “[r]ejection of religious
neutrality and right to religious freedom”; “[s]Jubordination of the state to Catholic
principles”; and claims that “traditionalist Catholicism” is “[cJomparable to Islamist

ideology.”03

Then, in discussing so-called “radical traditionalist Catholics”, including SSPX and its offshoots,
the slides focus on doctrinal and political issues. For example:

A slide identifies groups that are supposedly “[a] Step Further” from the Catholics
discussed earlier, labeling these groups “Radical-Traditionalist Catholicism (RTC)”; this
slide indicates that this group views “mainline Catholicism” as “illegitimate,” takes
“[h]ardline positions on abortion, LGBTQ matters, [and] interreligious dialogue”; uses
“[e]schatological/apocalyptic overtones” and possesses an “[u]lndertone of anti-
Semitism”;104

In discussing SSPX, the slide deck defines them by reference to their relationship with the
Vatican (i.e., not “fully separate nor in full communion”) and emphasizes that they are
“[n]Jamed after Pope Pius X, who rejected ‘modernism;’”°5 and

A slide discusses a group of dissenting SSPX priests, known as the “SSPX Resistance
Movement,” and describes the group as having a “[v]ocal acceptance of conspiracy
theories.”106

The presentation included a boilerplate disclaimer slide stating that “[pJotential criminality
exhibited by certain members of a group referenced herein does not negate nor is it a comment
on the constitutional rights of a group itself or its members to exercise their rights under the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.”*7 The disclaimer added that “[t]he FBI does not

100 Jd.

101 I, (slide 5).

102 Jd, (slide 7).

103 Id. (slide 8).

104 Jd. (slide 9).

105 Jd., (slides 10—11).
106 Jd. (slide 14).

107 Id. (slide 3).
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investigate, collect, or maintain information on U.S. persons solely for the purpose of monitoring
activities protected by the First Amendment.”108

After the leak of the Memo, the FBI clarified that it “does not use the phrase ‘radical traditionalist
catholic’ to define any domestic terrorism threat category,” and does not use “religious affiliations
... to describe or identify violent extremists.”09

2. Reviewers do not flag any constitutional issues.

On January 12, 2023, Intelligence Analyst 1 began soliciting feedback on the draft Richmond
Catholic Memo.!© He e-mailed several colleagues in the Richmond Field Office “for requested
reviews,” including a legal review, a review on “all things Catholic from our former seminarian”
(Intelligence Analyst 3), and a peer review.!* No one flagged any constitutional concerns in their
edits. The Richmond Field Office’s Chief Division Counsel found “[n]o issues if this is internal. If
this is external we need to make sure that it is necessary to include individual’s [sic] names in
order to understand the product.”*2 However, the Chief Division Counsel did not raise concerns
touching on issues of religious freedom."3 And when Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 1 returned
her edits on the draft, she suggested mentioning Virginia’s proposed ban on abortions after 15
weeks as a “[c]atalyzing event[]” where “radical traditionalist” Catholics and those intent on
engaging in violence “might have common cause.”**4 Other common causes mentioned included
“abortion rights, immigration, affirmative action, and LGBTQ protections.”5

3. The Richmond Field Office publishes the Richmond Catholic Memo.

As outlined above, on January 23, 2023, the Richmond Field Office published the Memo.*¢ It
linked what it viewed as certain traditional Catholic ideologies with violent extremism, relying on
doctrinal and political viewpoints as establishing which religious groups or views were likely to
attract potential “racially or ethnically motivated violent extremists.”*7

The Richmond Catholic Memo asserted “with high confidence” that the field office “increasingly
observed interest of [racially or ethnically motivated violent extremists] (RMVEs) in radical-
traditionalist Catholic (RTC) ideology.”8 It assumed “that RMVEs will continue to find RTC
ideology attractive and will continue to attempt to connect with RTC adherents.”119

108 Jd.

109 E-mail from Counterterrorism Unit Chief to Directorate of Intelligence Assistant Director (February 8,
2023) (attached as Exhibit 020).

uo E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 1 to Intelligence Analyst 7 (Jan. 12, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 021).
u1 Jd,

12 E-mail from Chief Division Counsel to Intelligence Analyst 1 (Jan. 13, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 021).
13 See id.

114 Richmond Catholic Memo Draft, at 4 (attached as Exhibit 022).

15 Id.

16 Fed. Bureau of Investigation, Richmond Office, Richmond Catholic Memo (Jan. 23, 2023) (attached as
Exhibit 003).

u7 Id.

u8 Jd.

19 Id,

14



The Memo defined “radical-traditionalist Catholics”—and thus the ideology that attracted
potential extremists—by their doctrinal views (“RTCs are typically characterized by the rejection
of” Vatican II and post-Vatican II popes) and their political views (“adherence to anti-Semitic,
anti-immigrant, anti-LGBTQ, and white supremacist ideology”).120 It attempted to distinguish
“traditionalist Catholics” on the basis that they lack “the more extremist ideological beliefs and
violent rhetoric.”*2t The Memo did not provide concrete examples of the differences between
“radical-traditionalist Catholics” and traditionalist Catholics, indicating that the key metric was
simply how “traditionalist” a particular Catholic group was.'22 For instance, in discussing SSPX,
SSPX Resistance, and SSPX-MC, the Memo focused solely on their doctrinal views vis-a-vis what
the FBI viewed as the mainstream Catholic church and never attempted to categorize those groups
as “radical-traditionalist Catholics,” “traditionalist Catholics,” or something else.»23 The Memo
also claimed the FBI could “mitigate the RMVE threat through outreach to traditionalist Catholic
parishes,” even though the Memo’s thesis was that RMVEs were attracted to a meaningfully
distinct “radical-traditionalist” Catholic viewpoint.»24 And while the Memo listed nine groups as
“[SPLC]-Defined RTC Hate Groups in the United States,” it did not explain what made those
groups “hate groups” besides their Southern Poverty Law Center (“SPLC”) listing or how listing
these groups was consistent with FBI practice.!2s

The Richmond Catholic Memo suggested that certain groups taking a position on political issues
with religious relevance could attract violent extremists. For example, citing Salon articles, it
pointed to “increasing collaboration” between a “far-right Catholic media outlet” and the political
“groyper’ movement,” and, citing an Atlantic article, referenced “increase[d] hostility toward
abortion-rights advocates on social media sites in the run-up to and aftermath of” the overruling
of Roe v. Wade.2¢ The Memo also claimed that “RMVE interest in RTCs is likely to increase ... in
the run-up to the next general election cycle” based on political polarization and “the probability
that policy issues of mutual interests to RMVEs and RTC adherents,” such as “abortion rights,
immigration, affirmative action, and LGBTQ protections,” “remain in the public spotlight.”*27

The Memo cited Target 1’s case, the case out of the Portland Field Office, and the case out of the
Milwaukee Field Office to show an “observed interest of RMVEs in RTC ideology.”*2¢ But it never
explained why those criminals’ self-identification with particular groups, such as SSPX, justified
a conclusion that groups with those viewpoints or similar religious viewpoints attracted, or were
aligned with, violent extremism.

120 Id.

121 Id.

122 Id_

123 Jd, at 2.
124 Id, at 1, 4.
125 Jd. at 10.
126 Id, at 4.
127 I,

128 Id. at 2—3.
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VI. AFTER THE RICHMOND CATHOLIC MEMO LEAKS, THE FBI DETERMINES IT DID NOT
MEET AGENCY STANDARDS.

On the afternoon of February 8, 2023, the Richmond Catholic Memo leaked to the public.29 The
leak spawned significant internal criticisms of the Memo, and FBI leadership quickly distanced
the agency from the report and removed it from FBI systems.

A. Following the Leak, FBI Headquarters Recognizes the Richmond Catholic
Memo’s Flaws.

FBI components criticized the Richmond Catholic Memo in the immediate aftermath of the leak.
For example, two employees of the Counterterrorism Division responded to the Memo, with the
first stating that the Division’s “analysis of the [RMVE] threat does not align with FBI Richmond’s
analysis.” 3¢ In an e-mail, a Counterterrorism Division employee stated that “[t]he FBI does not
use the phrase ‘radical traditionalist [C]atholic’ to define any domestic terrorism threat category”
or “open investigations based upon [FJirst [A]mendment protected activities, such as religion.”st
Rather, “[w]hen describing ideologically-motivated violent extremists ... the FBI focuses first and
foremost on violence, criminal activity, and violation of federal law” while “religious affiliations ...
are not used to describe or identify violent extremists.”32 The e-mail stated that “[t]he leaked
internal-only intelligence product ... is the only finished intelligence product to specifically
address RMVE’s interest in radical-traditionalist catholic ideology,” and that the
Counterterrorism Division “does not assess there is a significant linkage between RMVE actors
and this ideology which would necessitate further FBI interest, analysis, or intelligence collection
efforts.”:33

The Directorate of Intelligence Assistant Director also voiced concerns about the methodology
and source material, noting that the Richmond Catholic Memo’s use of “subjective information
from SPLC” differed from past uses of material from that group, which involved “statistics and
data” the SPLC gathered.3¢ The e-mail further explained that “[t]radecraft standards require
describing the quality and credibility of underlying sources,” which the Memo failed to do for the
SPLC “as a source for subjective information, such as [mentioning] its previously issuing
apologies and retracting its naming of individuals or groups as extremist.”:35 And because “the
hate group identified in this case was related to a branch of a religious group, there should have

129 E-mail from Public Affairs Specialist to Directorate of Intelligence Assistant Director (Feb. 8, 2023)
(attached as Exhibit 001); E-mail from FBI National Press Office to Directorate of Intelligence Assistant
Director (Feb. 8, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 002).

130 E-mail from Counterterrorism Unit Chief to Directorate of Intelligence Assistant Director (Feb. 8,
2023) (attached as Exhibit 020).

131 Id.

132 [d,

133 Jd.

134 E-mail from Directorate of Intelligence Assistant Director to Counterterrorism Unit Chief (Feb. 9,
2023) (attached as Exhibit 020).

135 Jd. SPLC has issued numerous apologies and retractions for inclusion of several individuals and
groups on its list of hate groups. This includes former presidential candidate and Secretary of U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development, Dr. Ben Carson; and British activist Maajid Nawaz and
his organization, Quilliam, to whom SPLC paid a $3.375 million settlement. See SPLC Statement on Dr.
Ben Carson, S. Poverty L. Ctr. (Feb. 11, 2015), https://perma.cc/9ZHZ-A4HM; SPLC Statement on Maajid
Nawaz, S. Poverty L. Ctr. (June 18, 2018), https://perma.cc/QY89-1L.Z77.
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been more care to caveat this information.”13¢ The e-mail concluded that the Richmond Catholic
Memo “states RMVE interest in RTC ideology as a fact and proceeds from that assumption
without substantiation.”37

There was some consideration of how to defend the Memo. The Deputy Assistant Director at the
Directorate of Intelligence, for example, suggested the redactions in the leaked Memo removed
“specifics about predicated cases and threat activity that provide context,” resulting in “a
misleading and overly simplistic perception of the FBI’s activities.”'3% The Special Agent in Charge
in the Richmond Field Office agreed with this assessment.39 Other personnel discussed the leak
itself, viewing it as pushing an agenda, such as showing that “the FBI is relying on the [SPLC] to
define the hate groups the FBI should be focused on” or as retribution for having a clearance
revoked.4°

On February 21, 2023, the Directorate of Intelligence published an Analytic Tradecraft Review of
the Richmond Catholic Memo. The review observed that the Memo implies that “RMVE ideology
and RTC ideology align,” and “almost explicitly states that RTC ideology is violent and extremist
without offering any evidence [in] support.”4t The Directorate also flagged a lack of support
demonstrating the alleged “increasingly observed interest” in racially motivated violent
extremists in perceived radical, traditional Catholicism, as “[t]he authors have not established a
baseline to show an increase in interest.”*42 Similarly, the Directorate concluded that the
Richmond Catholic Memo did not point to “FBI investigations showing a growing overlap
[between RTCs and other groups] despite stating there was.”43 The Directorate also faulted the
Memo’s unthinking acceptance of the SPLC’s list of “radical-traditionalist” hate groups. The
Directorate explained that because of the SPLC’s “history of having to issue apologies and retract
groups and individuals they have identified as being extremists or hate groups,” because the
report involved “a religious branch of Catholicism,” and because the listing of an entity as a hate
group is “more subjective than statistical,” there should have been “extra care to caveat the
information” and review the SPLC’s work.44

B. After FBI Leadership Orders the Richmond Catholic Memo Deleted from
FBI Databases, Staff Continue to Work on the Project.

Ultimately, FBI leadership ordered the deletion of the Richmond Catholic Memo from its files.
On February 9, the day after it leaked, Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 1 was “directed by [her]
management/FBI Executive Management to remove [the Memo] from Sentinel,” a task the

136 E-mail from Directorate of Intelligence Assistant Director to Counterterrorism Unit Chief (Feb. 9,
2023) (attached as Exhibit 020).

137 Id.

138 E-mail from Directorate of Intelligence Deputy Assistant Director to FBI National Press Office (Feb. 8,
2023) (attached as Exhibit 023).

139 E-mail from Special Agent-In-Charge to FBI General Counsel 1 (Feb. 8, 2023) (attached as Exhibit
024).

140 E-mail from FBI Inspector 1 to Special Agent-In-Charge (Feb. 8, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 025).
141 Directorate of Intelligence, Analytic Tradecraft Review [of] Richmond Catholic Memo, at 1 (Feb. 21,
2023) (attached as Exhibit 026).

142 Jd,

143 Id. at 2.

144 Id. at 1—2.
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Information Management Division could not do because the document was on the “Freeze List.”45
Ultimately, the request to remove the Memo from Sentinel was sent to lawyers in the Office of
General Counsel at headquarters.4¢ On February 9, 2023, Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 1
informed the Special Agent in Charge that the Memo “has been removed from [the Richmond
Field Office]’s Feedback Loop/FIG SharePoint and the Intel Portal.”47 According to people
involved in removing the Memo from all FBI systems, there was significant pressure to complete

the removal.48 “The 7th Floor is breathing down my neck on this one,” said FBI General Counsel
2,149

In Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 1’s recounting of the post-leak events, the Chief Division
Counsel in Richmond directed her to remove the Memo from FBI databases on behalf of the Field
Office leadership.'5° She told the Chief Division Counsel and the Assistant Special Agent in Charge
that she “refused to draft the lead [to] remove it from Sentinel as [she] did not see how it met the
criteria [for removal].”t5* The Assistant Special Agent in Charge removed it instead. 52

In the 15 days it was accessible across the FBI before it was deleted, 19 intelligence analysts from
13 field offices, along with four agents and two task force officers from two field offices, three
senior intelligence analysts from three different field offices, and a Chief Division Counsel from
another field office accessed the Memo.53

Even though FBI leadership ordered its deletion, one of the original drafters continued
workshopping it.154 Intelligence Analyst 1 sent an e-mail over a month later—on March 17, 2023—
stating, “I spent today tinkering with the DP [Domain Perspective],” and included a list of “[m]ajor
changes” and “a few areas where we could tinker further.”s5

145 The Freeze List is a tool used to preserve FBI case files and associated materials and prevent their
disposition or transfer to the National Archives and Records Administration because of their potential
relevance to litigation. The Freeze List ensures that all relevant case files, subfiles, and/or associated
materials are preserved in a legally defensible manner. Anyone within the FBI responsible for disposing
of files or related materials must first check the Freeze List before adding to or destroying the records. If
the case file is found on the Freeze List, then it may not be modified, disposed of or transferred to
National Archives and Records Administration; E-mail from Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 1 to FBI
Headquarters (Feb. 9, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 027).

146 E-mail from Chief Division Counsel to FBI General Counsel 2 (Feb. 9, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 027).
147 E-mail from Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 1 to Special Agent-In-Charge (Feb. 9, 2023) (attached as
Exhibit 028). The Feedback Loop was a location on the internal FBI Richmond SharePoint site where FBI
Richmond Executive Management could offer feedback or comment on intelligence products generated by
FBI Richmond intelligence personnel.

148 See E-mail from FBI General Counsel 2 to Chief Division Counsel (Feb. 10, 2023) (attached as Exhibit
029).

149 ?21

150 Notes from Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 1, 3 (undated) (attached as Exhibit 030).

151 ]d. at 3.

152 Id.

153 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 2 to Intelligence Analyst 1 (Mar. 1, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 031).
154 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 1 to Intelligence Analyst 2 (Mar. 17, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 032).
155 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 1 to Intelligence Analyst 2 (Mar. 17, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 032).
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V. ALTHOUGH AN INTERNAL REVIEW REVEALS MULTIPLE FAILURES IN THE PRODUCTION
OF THE RICHMOND CATHOLIC MEMO, THE INDIVIDUALS AT THE RICHMOND FIELD
OFFICE INVOLVED IN PRODUCING THE PERSPECTIVE ARE ONLY LIGHTLY DISCIPLINED.

In April 2023, the Inspection Division conducted a review of the creation and approval process of
the Richmond Catholic Memo.'5¢ The Inspection Division found:

e That both the Directorate of Intelligence and the Counterterrorism Division believed that
the Memo “erroneously equated the ideology of domestic terrorism (DT) subjects who self-
identified as ‘Radical Traditional Catholic’ (“RTC”) with [RMVE] ideology, without
sufficient support.s7

e That the Directorate of Intelligence believed the Memo “failed to consider the potential
bias and credibility of open-source information” upon which it relied.*s8

e That the Directorate of Intelligence and Counterterrorism Division believed the Memo
“erroneously conflated” Target 1’s interest in religion with violent extremism activities and
implied that RMVEs and “RTC” ideology align without offering supporting evidence.
“This, in turn, created the appearance that the FBI conducts investigative activity based
on religious affiliation.”*59

e That the use of the terms “RTC” and “far-right” are not consistent with FBI standards.6°

While the Inspection Division found “no evidence of malicious intent or an improper purpose” on
the part of the drafters of the Memo, it concluded that those involved demonstrated a lack of
“professional judgment and failed to adhere to FBI standards.”

The Inspection Division then directed that “[a]ll individuals involved in the drafting, review, and
approval” of the Richmond Catholic Memo “be admonished” and that the admonishments be
reflected in their performance ratings.*2 The Inspection Division required additional training on
“analytical tradecraft standards and DT [domestic terrorism] terminology,” and heightened
approval requirements for intelligence products that involve sensitive investigative matters.263
Finally, the Inspection Division called for updated policy guidance “on the use of third-party
sources in intelligence products ... to include consideration and documentation of the access,
reliability, bias, and other factors affecting the credibility of all sources cited in analytic
products.”64

On July 19, 2023, in response to a call for “final collaboration” and “feedback” to the final draft of
the Inspection Division’s internal review of the Richmond Catholic Memo, the Directorate of
Intelligence Assistant Director requested “that the Conclusion section include a finding by [the
Inspection Division] that the original basis for the conception and initiation of the DP was

156 FED. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, INSPECTION DIV., DOMAIN PERSPECTIVE STRATEGIC REV. 3—4 (Apr. 21,
2023) (attached as Exhibit 033).

157 Id. at 3.

158 Id.

159 Id. at 3—4.

160 Jd.

161 Id., at 4.

162 [,

163 Id.

164 Jd. at 5.
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sound.”%5 According to the Assistant Director, it was “important to ... distinguish the conception
and initiation from the execution as the aspect that was flawed.”16¢ A lawyer in the Office of
General Counsel responded, “I do not agree that the report should suggest that the conception
and initiation of this product was sound.”*¢7

The Richmond Field Office did not agree with the criticisms of the internal review. On July 7,
2023, the Special Agent in Charge held a staff meeting at the Richmond Field Office to preview
the Inspection Division’s findings. Notes from that meeting reveal that many in the office,
including the Special Agent in Charge, disagreed with the Inspection Division’s report and
believed it was unfair.1®8 An Assistant Special Agent in Charge, for example, said “[t]here are no
inconsistent performers in this room.”*®9 And the Special Agent in Charge “apologized to”
members of the field office involved in creating the Domain Perspective at the end of the
meeting.”70 When Intelligence Analyst 2 said in an e-mail that she was “terribly sorry for all that
everyone has had to endure as a result of this product,”*”* the Special Agent in Charge told her she
need not apologize, saying that the event “[w]ill make for a great chapter in your memoirs some
day!”172

Leadership at the Richmond Field Office expressed at an all-employee meeting on July 27, 2023,
that “[t]he people involved didn’t deserve this” and referred to the individual who leaked the
document as “[cJowardly.”173 Later, on July 31, the Richmond Field Office arranged access for all
its employees and their families to Employee Assistance Counselors'74 as a “response to the recent
congressional hearing” involving the Domain Perspective.'75

At the conclusion of the 2023 fiscal year, Richmond Field Office employees were given annual
performance evaluations. Those who were heavily involved in the creation of the Richmond
Catholic Memo received positive feedback in their performance reviews, ranging from
“Exemplary” to “Consistent.”7¢ Some references to the Memo appear in these evaluations, such
as language indicating that Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 1 language indicating the employee
“oversaw an extremely difficult threat during the review period, which became increasingly so
following the leak of one of the products related to the threat [the employee] resided over,” and
led “her team despite the distractions and difficulties stemming from the aforementioned

165 E-mail from Directorate of Intelligence Assistant Director to FBI Inspector 2 (July 19, 2023) (attached
as Exhibit 034).

166 Jd.

167 E-mail from FBI General Counsel 1 to Directorate of Intelligence Assistant Director (July 19, 2023)
(attached as Exhibit 034).

168 See Staff Meeting Notes, Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 1 (July 7, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 035).

169 Id.

170 Id.

171 E-mail from Intelligence Analyst 2 to Special Agent-In-Charge (July 7, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 036).
172 E-mail from Special Agent-In-Charge to Intelligence Analyst 2 (July 7, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 036).
173 Staff Meeting Notes (July 27, 2023) (attached as Exhibit 037).

174 “An EAC is a licensed mental health professional who can provide confidential, short-term counseling
services.” E-mail from Financial Liaison Specialist to Special Agent (July 31, 2023) (attached as Exhibit
038).

175 Jd. While the e-mail does not specify which congressional hearings, the FBI Director was asked about
the Richmond Domain Perspective at a congressional hearing on July 12, 2023.

176 Evaluation of Special Agent-In-Charge (attached as Exhibit 039); Evaluation of Intelligence Analyst 1
(attached as Exhibit 040); Evaluation of Intelligence Analyst 2 (attached as Exhibit 041); Evaluation of
Intelligence Analyst 3 (attached as Exhibit 042); Evaluation of Intelligence Analyst 7 (attached as Exhibit
043); Evaluation of Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 2 (attached as Exhibit 044).
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product.”77 Other evaluations mentioned that “senior leadership concluded the [Memo] failed to
meet FBI standards,” but also noted that the review “found no evidence of malicious intent or an
improper purpose [but] did find those involved lacked professional judgement [sic] and failed to
adhere to FBI standards.”'”® These reviews also mentioned that employees were admonished for
lack of professional judgement in creating the Richmond Catholic Memo.79

CONCLUSION

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is entrusted with the solemn responsibility of protecting the
First Amendment rights of all Americans. History will rightly judge the Richmond Catholic Memo
as a grave failure of the FBI Richmond Field Office to uphold that responsibility.

Under the leadership of President Donald J. Trump, Attorney General Todd Blanche, and FBI
Director Kash Patel, this Department of Justice and Federal Bureau of Investigation will protect
the constitutional rights of all Americans and ensure law enforcement activity is based on
legitimate law enforcement interests.

The FBI personnel involved in the creation of the Richmond Catholic Memo have been terminated
from their positions.

177 Evaluation of Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 1 (attached as Exhibit 045).

178 Evaluation of Intelligence Analyst 1 (attached as Exhibit 040); Evaluation of Intelligence Analyst 2
(attached as Exhibit 041); Evaluation of Intelligence Analyst 3 (attached as Exhibit 042); Evaluation of
Intelligence Analyst 7 (attached as Exhibit 043); Evaluation of Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 2
(attached as Exhibit 044); Evaluation of Supervisory Intelligence Analyst 1 (attached as Exhibit 045).
179 Id.
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Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2023 3:16 PM

To: Ugoretz, Tonya L. (DI} (F81) [ NNNNIENGNGNGEER 1V c2dor, Stanley M. (RH) (FB!)_

Wells, Robert R. (CTD) {FBI) : Jones, Jason Allen (OGC) (FBI)
Turner, Suzanne (INSD) (FBI) b; Dunham, Christopher G. (OCA) (FBI)

(OCA) (FBI) ; (CTD)
(CTD) (FBI) s (DI) (FBI)
>; Goodwater, Douglas M.
(OPA) (FBI) .

(OPA) (FBI)
(OPA) (FBI)

(OPA) (FBI)

(OPA) (FBI)
Miriam M. (OGC) (FBI)

; Coakley,

Subject: Richmond Intel Product, referenced in news ---

Classification: IEEGGEEEGEGSE

Transitory

Good afternoon.

Responding to - s (unclass) email from 2:19 today please find attached the product
referenced in the article titled: The FBI Doubles Down on Christians and White Supremacy in
2023.

Public Affairs Specialist
Congressional Liaison

FBI Richmond

(S/B)
(Direct line)

Follow us on Twitter - (@FBIRichmond

Classification:

105



EXHIBIT 002



Hi all,
Adding InTo, SecD, and OPR. The date of the leaked domain perspective appears to be 23 jan. 2023.

Thanks,
Miriam

erorn: R (> (=) S

Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 3:09 PM
To: Ugoretz, Tonya L. (DI) (FB1)
R. (CTD) (FBI)

>, Meador, Stanley M. (RH) (FBI)
>; Jones, Jason Allen {OGC) (FBI)
>; Dunham, Christopher G. (OCA) (FBI)

. (CTD) (FBI)
(DI) (FBI)

>; Wells, Robert
- Turner, Suzanne (INSD) (FBI)
(OCA) (FBI)

(CTD) (FBI)

(OPA) (FBI)
(OPA) (FBI)
(0GC) (FBI)

(OoPA) (FBI)
(RH) (FBI)
(OGC) (FBI)
Subject: RE: Media Request: FBI Richmond Dacument cites SPLC

+ Miriam and others from OGC. | am also adding the second media inquiry.

From: (OPA) (FBI)

Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 2:20 PM
To: Ugoretz, Tonya L. (DI) (FBI)
R. (CTD) (FBI)

>; Meador, Stanley M. (RH) (FBI)
>; Jones, Jason Allen (OGC) (FBI)
>; Dunham, Christopher G. (OCA) (FBI)

> (CTD) (FBI)
; (DI) (FBI)

Cc: Milhoan, Catherine L. (OPA) (FBI)
s

>; Wells, Robert
: Turner, Suzanne (INSD) (FBI)
(OCA) (FBI)

>, I (CT0) (731

; Goodwater, Douglas M. (OPA) (FBI)

; PA) (FBI)
B (OPA) {FBI|

(QPA) (FBI)
(OPA) (FBI)
(RH) (FBI)
Subject: FW: Media Request: FBI Richmond Document cites SPLC

Hello,

We have inquiries from the Washington Examiner and The Daily Signal {Heritage Foundation) about an article written by
Kyle Seraphin. It references aJanuary intelligence product from the Richmond Field office. After speaking with SC
Goodwater, | am alerting all of you so we can get a copy of the actual document and hear any recommendations on
how to respond.

| am attaching a cut and paste of the Seraphin article.

FBI National Press Office



From: Daily Signal)
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 12:21 PM

To: Public.Affairs <Publig >

Subject: [EXTERNAL EMAIL] - Media Reguest: FBI Richmond Document cites SPLC

This is t The Daily Signal. I’'m writing a story about the FBI Richmond document that
repeatedly cites the Southern Poverty Law Center on “radical-traditional Catholics.”
(https://www.uncoverdc.com/2023/02/08/the-fbi-doubles-down-on-christians-and-white-supremacy-in-2023/) My
sources have said that longstanding FBI guidance urged analysts not to rely on the SPLC as a source, but this document
appears to violate that guidance.

B -t the Richmond office directed me to email you here.

In 2019, the SPLC fired its co-founder, [ l] 2mid accusations of racial discrimination and sexual harassment.
During that scandal, a former employee said the SPLC’s “hate” accusations are a “highly profitable scam.” Critics say the
SPLC brands mainstream conservative and Christian advocacy groups “hate groups,” putting them on a list and a map
with chapters of the KKK. A terrorist targeted the Family Research Council in 2012, and he told the FBI he used the “hate
map” to plan the attack. The SPLC condemned the attack, but has kept FRC on the hate map ever since.

Even left-leaning litigators like Freedom From Religion Foundation Founder ||| le ¢ former ACLU president
I 2 < contested the SPLC's claim that Alliance Defending Freedom is a “hate group.”

How would the FBI respond to criticism in citing the SPLC? Has the guidance fram the Directorate of intelligence
changed?

| am warking on an immediate deadline and would appreciate a prompt response. My story will be updated with any
comment.

Best,

The Daily Signal

The Meritage Foundation
!eritage.org

LI T T T T

To whom it concerns,

Please see the below article.

https://www.uncoverdc.com/2023/02/08/the-fhi-doubles-down-on-christians-and-white-supremacy-in-2023/

The article includes an 8-page document dated January 23, 2023 which is purportedly authored by the FBI Richmond.



https://www.uncoverdc.com/2023/02/08/the-fbi-doubles-down-on-christians-and-white-supremacy-in-2023
https://heritage.org
https://www.uncoverdc.com/2023/02/08/the-fbi-doubles-down-on-christians-and-white-supremacy-in-2023
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Domain Perspective !

Threat Target/Facilitation Platform
FBI Richmend
23 January 2023

I'his document is classified

arnings and Handling Caveats: Information Concerning Specific Individuals®™ Activitics when that Individual
rt of a Group. Full text is found in the Warnings and Handling Caveats section.
This document is only for FBI internal use. Do not externally disseminate this product.

omain Perspective (DP) template approved for fiscal year 2023, as of | Octoher 2022.

_lnterest of Racially or Ethnically Motivated Violent Extremists in
Radical-Traditionalist Catholic Ideology Almost Certainly Presents New
Mitigation Opportunities

.xecutive Summary

_ FBI Richmond assesses the increasingly observed interest of racially or ethnically
motivated violent extremists (RMVES) in radical-traditionalist Catholic (RTC)? ideclogy almost
certainly® presents opportunities for threat mitigation through the exploration of new avenues for
tripwire and source development. FBI Richmond makes this assessment. with high confidence*
based on FBI investigations, local law enforcement agency reporting, and liaison reporting, with
varying degrees of corroboration and access.

{ ) In making this assessment, FB] Richmond relied on the key assumption that RMVEs
will continue to find RTC ideology attractive and will continue to attempt to connect with RTC
adherents, both virtually via social media and in-person at places of worship. Indicators that
would cause FBI Richmond to revise the judgments or confidence levels in its assessment
include increases or decreases in RMVE subjects’ atiendance at RTC or traditionalist Catholic
places of worship; increases or decreases in RMVE subjects” activity on social media platforms
and forums maintained or frequented by RTCs; or the public distancing of prominent RTC or
traditionalist Catholic personalities or institutions from RMVE ideologies. FBI Richmond
assesses RMVE interest in RTCs is likely to increase over the next 12 to 24 months in the run-up

’..) Analyst Note: RTCs are typically characterized by the rejection of the Second Vatican Council (Vatican 11) as
a valid church council; disdain for most of the popes elected since Vatican Il, particularly Pope Francis and Pope
John Paul II; and frequent adherence to anti-Semitic, anti-immigrant, anti-LGBTQ), and white supremacist ideology.
Radical-traditionalist Catholics compose a small minority of overall Roman Catholic adherents and are separate and
distinct from “traditionalist Catholics™ who prefer the Traditional Latin Mass and pre-Vatican [ teachings and
wraditions, but without the more extremist ideclogical beliefs and viclent rhetoric. Vatican 11 took place from 1962-
1965 and essentially shaped the modern Roman Rite Catholic Church. It was intended to help the church respond ta
global cultural changes in the aftermath of World War I[ and resulted in significant reforms to the liturgy. attitudes
toward non-Christian religions, roles and responsibilities of the laity, views on religious freedom, etc.

" b See Appendix B: Expressions of Likelihood.

¢ " See Appendix C: Confidence in Assessments and Judgments Based on a Body of Information.

FBI INTERNAL USE ONLY — DO NOT DISSEMINATE EXTERNALLY
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to the next general election cycle, complicating the overall RMVE threat picture while also
creating new opportunities for mitigation efforts. During this same 12 to 24 month period, the
overall RTC community is likely to remain relatively stable or show modest growth, providing
RMVEs a persistent Catholic-oriented base with which to interact. FBI Richmond did not
include an Analysis of Alternatives in this preduct due to the quality of the source information
and the lack of significant uncertainties.

(' Source Summary Statement

Reporting in this Domain Perspective (DP) was primarily derived from an FBI Richmond contact
with direct access who reported for the first time, an FBI Portland liaison contact with direct access, an FBI
Undercover Employee (UCE) with direct access, focal law enforcement agency reporting with varying degrees
of corroboration and access, and open source reporting. FBI investigative case files, local law enforcement
agency reporting, and liaison reporting were critical to the development of the DP's overall assessments by
providing credible examples of RMVE actors expressing interest in and/or actively adopting RTC ideology.
Open source information was instrumental in providing an understanding of current trends in the far right white
nationalist movement and background information on the various RTC and traditionalist Catholic tactions. The

information was dated between 9 July 2020 and 28 November 2022. The reporting was current as of 11 January
2025.

{ ) Increasingly Observed Interest of RMVEs in RTC Ideology Almost

ertainly Presents New Opportunities for Threat Mitigation

(

) FBI Richmond assesses the increasingly observed interest of RMVEs in RTC
ideology almost certainly presents new opportunities for threat mitigation through the
exploration of new avenues for tripwire and source development. This assessment is based on
reporting from an FB1 UCE, jail calls associated with an FBI subject, local law enforcement
agency reporting, and liaison and contact reporting demonstrating RMVE actors have sought out
and attended traditionalist Catholic houses of worship, as well as used language indicative of
adherence to RTC ideology in social media postings.

o ) According to an FB! Richmond contact with direct access reporting for the

first time, prior to RMVE aclorﬂearly November 2022 arrest he had been
attending the Society of Saint Pius X7 (S8 -affiliated Our Lady of Fatima Chapel in

Richmond, Virginia, for approximately seven months and was participating in catechism

".) Analyst Note: The Society of Saint Pius X (SSPX) is an international priestly society that promotes the
traditional Catholic priesthood and the celebration of the traditional Latin Mass and sacraments. It is named after
Pope Pius X whose anti-Modcrnist stance serves as the organization’s inspiration. The SSPX is currently considered
“canonically irregular™ (i.e., not in full communion with the Vatican). The SSPX has spawned a number of
offshoots. These include SSPX-Resistance, aka SSPX-Marian Corps (SSPX-MC), which rejected SSPX attempts to
reconcile with the Vatican; the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter (FSSP), which holds to many of the SSPX beliefs
and practices, but ultimately split from the SSPX to stay in full communion with the Vatican: and the Society of
Saint Pius V (SSPV), which does not consider Vatican ! valid and binding, questions the legitimacy of all of the
popes since Vatican [, and has no canonical standing (i.e., is schismatic).

FBI INTERNAL USE ONLY — DO NOT DISSEMINATE EXTERNALLY
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classes as part of the process to become baptized.' Prior 10 attending Our Lady of
Fatima Chapel. [Jjjjj stated he wanted to find a church that was “anti-Zionist” and “anti-
progressive” because “that’s where God lives.” In' [Jjjjjj extensive anti-Semitic, anti-
LGBTQ, and racist postings on the social media platform Gab, [Jjjjjj c}2imed he was a
“radical traditional Catholic Clerical Fascist.”” At the time of arrest, eight
Molotov cocktails, six smoke bombs, one smoke grenade, and Iirearmns components
consisting of a complete Glock 19 slide/upper receiver, a lower parts kit, a 3D printed
Gleck 19 frame, a magazine, and 9 mm ammunition were found in his possession.*

H According to an FBI Portland liaison contact with indirect access, as of
eptember 2021, deceased RMVE subject P had previously posted online
that he first sought out a mainline Roman Catholic community that practiced the Novus
Ordo liturgy® and then gravitated to the SSPX. In a comment posted to an online
discussion group mnoted. “I've been trying to be catholic [sic] for 2 years | went
to a novus ordo church at first then became radicalized by the internet after they told me
to go away because of fake virusb [sic].” posted a photograph of himself
outside of a Catholic church and several pictures from inside of the church captioned,
“The holy sacrifice of the mass. Join the Catholic Taliban.” Iso posted
graphics depicting Jesus holding an assault rifle.* Prior to hm& was under
investigation by FBI Portland for his involvement in civil disturbances, vandalism,

threatening communications, weapons violations, and other acts of viclence furthering his
white supremacist ideology ®

S ~ ccording to an FBI UCE with direct access, as of July 2021, FBI
Milwaukee RMVE subject [ 2ticnded the SSPX-affiliated Maria Stella
Maris Mission Church in San Pedro, California, for over a year prior to his relocation to
Wisconsin. While at Maria Stella Maris Mission. [Jjjjjjjstarted a security company.
to provide armed security for the church. planned to

expand [ to other churches and include “frateal-based”™ meetings an events.” FB!
Los Angcles oniginally initiated an investigation of -bascd on allegations that

' was a neo-Nazi with racist and sexist views known te verbally harass and
physically assault those who opposed his positions. was a member of Legio
Christi’, now known as "Imperium," an organization that vielently opposes LGBT@

individuals. [Jjjjhas attempted to acquire unregistered "paperless” firearms and large
capacity ammunition magazines in the past.®

B Perspective

. As of 2021, the Southern Poverty Law Center identified nine RTC hate groups operating in
the United States (see Appendix D for a complete list of these groups and their headquarters’

: [l Novus Ordo, short for Novus Ordo Missae, refers to the new order of the Catholic Mass promulgated by Pope
Paul VI in the aftermath of Vatican II. The Novus Ordo Mass is delivered in the vernacular (as opposed to Latin)
and is the normal form of the Mass in the Roman Rite of the Catholic Church.

"l Legio Christi is not associated with the mainline Roman Catholic religious order known as the Legionaries of
Christ, aka the Legion of Christ.

FBI{INTE ALLY
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locations) ® Open source reporting and FBI investigations have noted a growing overlap between
the far-right white nationalist movement and RTCs. Illustrative of this has been the increasing
collaboration of the far-right Catholic media outlet Church Militant (and its activist wing, the
Resistance network) with the America First/“groyper’® movement.'*'' The ongoing convergence
of the far-right white nationalist movement and RTCs was further demonstrated through the
increase in hostility toward abortion-rights advecates on social media sites in the run-up to and
aftermath of the Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization decision that overturned Roe v.
Wade.'* Much of the interaction between far-right white nationalists and RTCs takes place
online, and adherents of RTCs and other far-right white nationalist groups frequently share
language and symbolism, such as crusader references or anti-Semitic discourses.

This is the tirst FBI Richmond domain product to focus on the interest of RMVEs in
the RTC movement. A search of FBI databases indicated this is also the first FBI finished
intelligence product to specifically address this environmental variable.

- Outlook

I Bl Richmond assesses RMVE interest in RTCs is likely to increase over the next
12 to 24 months in the run-up to the next general election cycle complicating the overall RMVE
threat picture while also creating new opportunities for mitigation efforts. This assessment is
made in light of the ongoing polarization characterizing the US political environment and the
probability that policy issues of mutual interest to RMVEs and RTC adherents will remain in the
public spotlight. Catalyzing events in which RMVEs and RTC adherents might have common
cause include legislation er judicial decisions in areas such as abortion rights,” immigration,
affirmative action, and LGBTQ protections. During this same |2 to 24 month period, the overall
RTC community is likely to remain relatively stable or show modest growth based on potential
disaffection with mainline Catholic churches on social issues in the aforementioned areas,
providing RMVEs a persistent Catholic-oriented base with which to interact.

- Ultimately, there may be limits to the level of engagement between RTCs and other
far-right white nationalists. For example, many RTCs consider other forms of Christianity to be
heretical and an over-emphasis on white US nationalism may be off-putting to RTCs of different
ethnicities and countries of origin. Conversely, deep-seated anti-Catholicism remains a
characteristic of many far-right white nationalists. Nonetheless, the current trend of RMVE
interest in RTC ideology provides new opportunities to mitigate the RMVE threat through
outreach to traditionalist Catholic parishes' and the development of sources with the placement

¢ . The term “groyper” refers to followers of Nick Fuentes’s alt-right *America First” movement, which is
characterized by its white Christian nationalism platform.

L 'Anaiyst Note: Currently, Virginia bans abortion after 26 weeks, 6 days, unless performed by a licensed
physician in a licensed hospital with three physicians certifying that the continuation of the pregnancy will result in
death of the pregnant person or impair their mental or physical health. According to open source reporting. in the
aftermath of the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade, Virginia Governor Youngkin has called on state
legislators to enact restrictions that would ban abortions in Virginia after 15 weeks.

: (] According to official websites for the respective organizations, there are both SSPX and FSSP houses of
worship in the FBI Richmond AOR. There are no formally recognized SSPX-MC or SSPV houses of worship in the
FBI Richmond AOR.
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and access to report on RMVEs seeking to use RTC social media sites or places of worship as
facilitation platforms to promote violence.

. Intelligence Gaps

_ FBI Richmond established the following FY2023 Priority Collection Gap to drive
collection against factors motivating RMVEs to commit violence, which may include increased
religiosity and/or adherence to extreme religious teachings:

Vhat are the catalysts for RMVESs to commit criminal or violent acts in FBI
Richmond’s area of responsibility (AOR)? [RH-GAP-0023-CTD-491-23]

In addition, the following FBI Requirement Essential Element ot Information
focuses on RMVE actors adhering to ideologies that may be associated with aspirations to
conduct criminal activity or acts of violence:

. _Identify instances of RMVEs' increasing adherence to, or merging of,

relatively novel ideological themes to promote and/or warrant carrying out violence or
other criminal activity. [Citation: USA-TERR-CTD-SR-1185-22.1.A.8]

-Opportunities

o _In addition to our Lady of Fatima Chapel, engage in outreach to the
leadership of other SSPX chapels in the FBI Richmond AOR to sensitize these
congregations to the warning signs of radicalization and enlist their assistance to serve as

suspicious activity tripwires. The following are the formally recognized SSPX chapels in
the FBI Richmond AOR:

0 -mmaculate Heart of Mary Chapel, 5267 John Marshall Highway, Linden,

Virginia 22642; mailing address P.O. Box 1344, Front Royal, Virginia 22630;
telephone number 603-244-6643

o -Our Lady of Fatima Chapel, 5217 Futura Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23231;
telephone number 804-222-3530

o [St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary. 1208 Archbishop Lefebvre Avenue, Dillwyn,
Virginia 23936: telephone number 434-505-7007, fax number 507-216-6243

. —Engage in outreach with the leadership of St. Joseph Parish (828 Buford
Road, Richmond, Virginia; telephone number 804-320-4932, fax number §04-451-1009),
the sole FSSP parish in the FBI Richmond AOR, to sensitize the congregation to the

warning signs of radicalization and enlist their assistance to serve as suspicious activity
tripwires.

j. According to the official SSPX website, St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary is the only SSPX seminary currently
operating in the United States.

FBLINTERNAL USE ONLY — DO NOT DISSEMINATE EXTERNALLY
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. _Based on historical instances of RTC/RMVE actors initially seeking out or
altending mainline Catholic parishes, consider outreach to the Diocese of Richmond
Pastoral Center (7808 Carousel Lane, Richmond, Virginia 23294; telephone number 894-
359-5661, fax number 804-358-9159) to provide background information on the
increasing intersection of RMVE actors and RTC, and enlist the diocesan leadership’s
assistance in sensitizing parishes to the waming signs of radicalization.

. - Use Requests for Collection to leverage existing sources and/or initiate Type
5 Assessments to develop new sources with the placement and access to report on
RMVE:s frequenting RTC social media platforms/forums/websites. RMVEs currently
attending RTC places of worship, or RMVEs expressing an interest in attending RTC
places of worship.

Bl Approvak: Sla/ipC RUJJ (CSCO)
SIA RH[JKCriminal/DT)

- Reviewed by: OGC/CDC _

. Coordinated with: SA (FBI Portland)
1A FBI Milwaukee)

- Warning and Caveats

otential criminality exhibited by certain members of a group referenced herein does not
negate nor 1s it a comment on the constitutional rights of the group itself or its members to
exercise their rights under the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The FBI does not
investigate, collect, or maintain infermation on U.S. pcrsons solely for the purpose of monitoring
activities protected by the First Amendment.

.—‘BI Richmond prepared this Domain Perspective. Please direct comments and queries o the FBI Richmond

Inteltigence Program at | N

FBI IN
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-\ppendix A: Intelligence Metadata
l‘nvironmenml Variable(s)

. - Social/Cultural Conditions

Threat Issue and Threat Variable(s)

Addrcesses the impact of EV(s) on threats cross-programmatically: [ Yes No

. H Racially or Ethnically Motivated Violent Extremism (RMVE), HQ-CTD-
EREN Richmond Band Il Threat

o -Threat Variables
I 1ca: Actors: RMVEs

= @ Threat Activities: Use of force or violence in support of
ideological objectives

- acilitation Platform: Social media platforms, RMVE places
of worship

« [ hceat Targets/Victims: Racial or religious minorities,
immigrants, members of the LGBT@ community, members of the pro-
choice community

-\'ey Intelligence Question(s)

. -How do ideological, personal, sociopolitical, community, economic, behavioral or

other factors contribute to the radicalization and mobilization of violent extremists? (FBI-
CTD-2-06-23)

FBI INT T DISSEMINATE EXTERNALLY
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.Appendix B: Expressions of Likelihood

. Phrases such as *“the FBI judges™ and “the FBI assesses,” and terms such as “likely” and
“probably” convey analytical judgments and assessments. The chart below approximates how
expressions of likelihood and probability correlate with percentages of chance. Only terms of
likelithood should appear in FBI products; the chart includes terms of probability strictly for
comparison, as they sometimes appear in reporting of other government agencies. Furthermore,
the FBI does not arrive at judgments through statistical analysis: and will not use terms of

probability to convey uncertainty in extemal FBI intelligence products.

UNCLASSIFIED
Almost , Roughly ;
Imshﬁﬂa P ‘ljfn:i)kel' I, o s Likely :,.ekreyl é::?t(:;(! )
Chance y Chance 4 Y
P Roughly ;
Terms of RNt Highly Improbable Even Probabie Highly Nearly
Probability Improbable  {Improbably) Odds (Probably)  Probable  Cenain
Percenisues, | eos 5-20% 80-0570 | 95-99%
of Chance

.Table showing terms of likelihood aligned with terms of probability and percentages of chance.
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'l) Appendix C: Confidence in Assessments and Judgments Based on a Body
of Information

(. Contidence levels retlect the quality and quantity of the source intormation supporting a
judgmem. Consequently, the FBI ascribes high, medium. or low levels of contidence to
assessments, as follows:

( .High confidence generally indicates the FBI's judgments are based on high quality
information from multiple sources. High confidence in a judgment does not imply the assessment
is a fact or a certainty; such judgments might be wrong. While additional reporting and
infiormation sources may change analytical judgments, such changes are most likely to be
refinements and not substantial in nature.

(I Medium confidence generally means the information is credibly sourced and plausible but
not of sufficient quality or corroborated sufliciently to warrant a higher level of contidence.
Additional reporting or information sources have the potential to increase the FBI’s confidence
levels or substantively change analytical judgments.

(.Low confidence generally means the intformation’s credibility or plausibility is uncertain,
the intormation is too fragmented or poorly corroborated to make solid analytic inferences. or the
reliability of the sources is questionable. Absent additional reporting or information sources,
analytical judgments should be considered preliminary in nature.

O NOT DISSEMINATE EXTERNALLY
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(l Appendix D: Southern Poverty Law Center-Defined RTC Hate Groups in
the United States

-70110win5 are the nine RTC hate groups opcrating in the United States in 2021 as defined by
the Southem Policy Law Center, followed by the location of their organizational headquarters.

o Catholic Apologetics International (Greencastle, Pennsylvania)
. Catholic Family News/Catholic Family Ministries, Inc. (Niagara Falls, New York)
. Christ or Chaos (Corsicana, Texas)

. Culture Wars/Fidelity Press (South Bend, Indiana)

. The Fatima Crusader/International Fatima Rosary Crusade (Buftalo. New York)
o In the Spirit of Chartres Committee (Glenelg, Maryland)
© The Remnant/The Remnant Press (Forest Lake, Minnesota)
° Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (Town of Richmond, New Hampshire)
. Tradition in Action (Los Angeles, California)

Source Website | Southern Poverty Law Center | "Radical Traditional Catholicism” |

htt ps:/www.s pleenter.org/fightinghatelexiremist-files/ideology/radical-traditional-catholicism | Accessed on 12
December 2022.

SE ONLY — DO NOT DISSEMINATE EXTERNALLY
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. Endnotes

| Source was a

Interview of
| Source was

| Jail Calls.
* (M FB1 | FD-302.| 3 November 2022 | 17 November 2022 | “fJj
Scanned Documents from Search Warrant” Source was a

Police -
" | B’ | Email | 15 September 2021 | 16 September 2021 -

Email and Product from ADL™ |

MOTIVATED VIOLENT EXTREMIST - WHITE; TIER 6 - OTHER” |

| Source was an m
20 July 2021 [22 July 2021 | * onsensually

7

FBI | FD-302
Recorded Meeting with

‘@R rb!. FDR.

request Swiss authorities assistance with obtaining

S S —— | Source was an

- "_) Website | Southern Poverty Law Center | "Radical Traditional Catholicism"

https://www splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/ideology/radical-traditional-catholicism | Accessed on 12
December 2622,

8 .) Website | Salon | "White Nationalists Get Religion: On the Far-Right Fringe, a Catholics and Rascists Forge a
Movement” | 12 May 2822 | https//www salon.com/2022/05/12/nationalists-get-religion-on-the-far-right-fringe-
catholics-and-forge-a-movement/ | Accessed on 5 December 2022,

U@ Website.| Salon | “Traditional" Catholics and White Nationalist "Groypers" Forge a New Far-Right Youth
Movement" | 13 May 2022 | https://www.salon.com/2022/05/13/trad-catholics-and-nationalist-groypers-forge-a-
new-far-right-youth-movement/ | Accessed on 5 December 2022.

> @) Website | The Atlantic | "How Extremist Gun Culture is Trying to Co-opt the Rosary” | 14 August 2022
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/08/radical-traditionalist-catholic-christian-rosary-weapon/67 1122/ |
Accessed on 5 December 2022.
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— (RH) (FBI)

From: I ) 2

Sent: Friday, January 20, 2023 11:17 AM
To I ¢ e

Subject: Presentation ---

Attachments: RadCath Presentatio ptx
RMTFRUserProp: Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)
SentinelCaseld: Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)

Classification: (N

Transitory

Attached is my presentation, let me know what you think!

Intelligence Analyst
Richmond Division
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Desk:
Mobile:
UNet Email:

classification: [ G



Traditionalist Catholicism Overview

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Richmond Division

OVERALL CLASSIFICATION
OF THIS PRESENTATION IS:




The overall classification of this briefing is




-Varning and Caveats

Potential criminality exhibited by certain members of a group referenced herein
does not negate nor is it a comment on the constitutional rights of the group itself or its
members to exercise their rights under the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
The FBI does not investigate, collect, or maintain information on U.S. persons solely
for the purpose of monitoring activities protected by the First Amendment.




« Background

« Basic Teachings of Traditionalist Catholicism
» Groups, Branches, and Sects

» Key Figures




The Second Vatican
Council
1962-1965

« Called into session by Pope John
XXIil, ended by Pope Paul VI

» Focused on updating the church
for the modern world

+ Changes to worship, ecumenism,
theology, and laity

* Opposed by traditionalists, led to
schism




A Parting of Ways
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Pope John XXIIl Pope Paul VI Archbishop Marcei Lefebvre




Core Concepts

Traditional Latin Mass (AKA
Tridentine Rite), practices

Conservative family values/roles
Rejection of modernity
“Discontinuity and Disrupture”

Tendency toward isolationism

Vi

Traditional Latin Mass (TLM)




On Earth as it is in

Integralism

“Error non habet iuys."”
“Error has no rights.”

» Belief in the creation of a totalitarian, anti-pluralist Catholic nation, a “confessional state”
« Rejection of religious neutrality and right to religious freedom
» Subordination of the state to Catholic principles

« Comparable to Islamist ideology



Radical-Traditionalist
Catholicism (RTC)

« Belief that mainline Catholicism is
“illegitimate”

» Hardline positions on abortion,
LGBTQ matters, interreligious
dialogue

» Eschatological/apocalyptic
overtones

* Rigid fundamentalism/integralism

* Undertone of anti-Semitism

” :’
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Francis Schuckardt, Founder of the Congregation of
Mary immacuiate Queen (CMRI)



Schools of Thought

Five Key Groups

“Canonically Regular”
— Formally approved by the Vatican, in full communion with mainline Catholic Church
— E.g. Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter (FSSP), Institute of the Good Shepard (IBP)

Irregular Status
— Unresolved canonical situation, neither fully separate nor in ful communion with Vatican
— E.g. Society of St. Pius X (SSPX), Priestly Society of St. Josaphat (SSJK)

Sedeprivationist
— Believe that the pope and hierarchy is legitimate, but have no power until Vatican || is renounced
— E.g. Instituto Mater Boni Consilii, Orthodox Roman Catholic Movement

Sedevacantists
— Believe that every pope since 1965 is illegitimate, current Church is heretical and there is no pope
— E.g. Society of St. Pius V (SSPV), Congregation of Mary Immaculate Queen (CMRI)

Conclavists
— Reject current pope as illegitimate, nominate their own popes (known as an “antipope®)

— E.g. Palmarian Catholic Church, “Pope Michae!” -



" ) Society of St. Pius X (SSPX) (1 of 3)
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Key Facts

« International fraternity of
traditionalist Catholic priests
founded in 1970 by French
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre

« Named after Pope Pius X, who
rejected “modernism”

« Formally separated from main
Catholic Church in 1988

« 1135 clergy/religious working in
72 countries, membership
estimated at ~1 million

Pope St. Pius X
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" "} Society of St. Pius X (SSPX) (2 of 3)
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Structure

* Led by Superior-General

« Separated into Districts and
Autonomous houses

« Currently 14 districts and 3
autonomous houses

* Headquartered in Menzingen,
Switzerland

vy S

« Significant presence in France " SSPX International Seminary, Econe, Switzerland




Society of St. Pius X (SSPX) (3 of 3)

District of the United
States

« Led by District Superior
« 20 Priories, 106

missions/chapels, 26 schools,
3 retreat centers

« Headquartered in Platte City,
MO

» Roughly 100 priests in district

SSPX Logo
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- 7 )i SSPX Resistance Movement (1 of 2) /
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Overview
» Dissenting SSPX priests,
loosely organized

« Appeared in 2012, inspired by
Bishop Richard Williamson

« Rejected any negotiation with
Vatican

» Vocal acceptance of

Conspiracy theorles BiSOp Richard Williamson. Founder of the SSPX

Resistance Movement



SSPX Resistance Movement (2 of 2) /

Society of St. Pius X — Marian Corps (SSPX-MC)

« Affiliated with SSPX Resistance » Locations in Boston, KY; Vienna, VA; St. Marys,
KS

. Appeared in 2012, signed “Vienna Declaration” * Robust online forum presence

« Formerly known as “Society of St. Pius X of the International network of supporters
Strict Observance (SSPX-SO)
« Internal personality conflicts

» Largest resistance group, total number unknown

 ltinerant priests travel domestically and abroad




Breakdown

Roman T
Caole [ e
Church




Contact Information

Intelligence Analyst
Richmond Division — Squad
Desk:

Mobile:

UNet Email:
FBINET Emailj
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From: _ (RH) (FBI)
Sent: uesday, January 3, 2023 10:33 AM

To: (RH) (FBI)

Subject -
RMTFRUserProp: Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)
SentinelCaseld: Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)

Classification: [

Transitory

| apologize as | thought | copied you on this email.-is an interesting individual and | am waiting to hear back from

it may be worth doing a call with them depending on their response. | am going up to HQ today and will be
meeting with the DT IA who covers Richmond. She is onboard with the SPEAR so | will talk to her about the next step in
that process. | added an intel gap and PCG to the product. | need to do a footnote on SSPX and write the substantiation
paragraph. | can convert this to a SPEAR for us {you’ve done all of the hard work—thank you!). Oh, do you mind popping
over to- desk and showing him what you found on the priest? Thanks!!

From:M(RH)(FBI]
Sent: Friday, Decembver 30, 2022 12:16 PM
: (MW) (FBI)

Transitory
Good atternoon,

My coworker and I are drafting an Intelligence Note related to the interest of RMVEs in Radical-Traditionalist
Catholic ideology. Our subject, prompied our interest in exploring this topic. On 11/13,

(Gab account @ ) was“arrested and a search was executed at his residence. Molotov cocktails. 3D
printed pistol frames, Tircarm components including handgun components, ammo, and a nen-specific target list
was found at his residence among other things. We do not know how [ar along in the attack planning process he
was at this time or if he was collaborating with others. CART and OTD are still working to get into his
computer. had attended Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Society of Saint Pius X (SSPX) Chapel for
approximately seven months and participated in three or four catechism classes as part of the process to become
baptized. In? extensive anti-Semitic, anti-LGBTQ, and racist postings on social media platform, Gab,
-c!aime ¢ was a “radical traditional Catholic Clerical Fascist.™

[ have been doing some queries to look into other RMVE subjects who adhere to rad-trad ideology and | read
that- had attended Maria Stella Maris Mission Church located in San Pedro, California for over a



year. This church was operated by the Society of Saint Pius X (SSPX). I wanted to see ifjjjjjjjjj still adheres to
this ideology and if I could pick your brain further to use this information as an evidence bullet in our product.

Thanks so much fer your time!

Sincerety,

Classification:
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OfrriciaL. Reconp

-1 of 2~
FD-302 (Rev. 5-8-10)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 12/08/2022

B -: interviewed at telephonically. After being advised of
the identity of the interviewing Task Force Officer and the nature of the
interview, - provided the following informationa

on 11/16/2022 TFo [N 2~c s» I scox- o I o the
phonea [l s phone number is [ T N -

Lady of Fatima Catholic Chapel, 5217 Futura Avenue, Richmond, Vvirginia,
23231. ] 2dvised the following:

. lives in
. knows through the church. - is not a member of

the church, is not catholic, and has never been to cenfession that -
was aware &l

. does not know [} vell.
. has attended 3 or 4 catechism classes - has put on.
. advised that - "stance on things definitely needs to be

modified before he can join the church."

. - knew that - had been to jail, that - just got a truck,
that - lives with his aunt, and - wants to be an electriciana

. has "crazy views about race" and war.
. is a white supremacist and - has talked to him about -
being a Latinoa
B as asked if [} had ever discussed committing violence against any
of the group{jji} does not like. [} seemed to become nervous and began

stumbling on his wordsa - asked if this conversation would be used at a

later datea TFO - told - it was possiblea - asked if he could
talk to the leadership of the church and/or a lawyer before speaking

furthera He stated he did not want this to look bad on the church. -
stated he was a new priest and was ordained [ ] He starced D

N I ould not
provide the .

TFO -spoke tc_ on 11/23/22a - said he heard from somecne in the

church that - was in jail and wanted to talk to him. - was inquiring
how to speak to him. When asked to clarify if - had perscnally reached
out, -aacktracked and said he wasn't sure, maybe this person just

Investigationton  101/28/2022 4 Richmondy Virginie, United States {Phone)

N 00 | Date drafted  11/25/2022
I I

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and its contents are not
1o be distributed outside your agency.




¥D-302a (Rev. 5-8-10)

@ rree-viow of EEN-- s S
E— On 11/23/2022  puge 2 OF 2

thought JJiwould want to talk to him.

TFO - asked if he had talked to his (-'s/church's) lawyer as he
indicated he was going to on 11/16/22. He stated he had not. He then said
that "the relationship I have with people at the church, I can't violate
that.” TFO [} provided his understanding of papal privilege and how it
applied to confession but was not a blanket privilege. [Jjjj said "I don't
want to be involved."

B 2sked what [lllvas charged with. TFO Jjiitold him unlawful
paramilitary activity. -wanted further explanation and was told to look

it up on the Internet. [frentioned he had looked up i through the
B -1 vweb site. [JJllasked about I 2ttorney situation. TFO
West explained |l was entitled to a lawyer and he could hire one or have
one appointed.

TFO ] exrlained he understoodij didn't want to be involved, and TFO
- could not force him to have this conversation, but that other options
would likely be explored to facilitate having this conversation in the
futurea
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receiving authorization from the originating agency. Recipients are prohibited from subsequently posting the
information marked LES on a website or an unclassified network.

crore: I <+ (<)

Sent: Thursday, January 5, 2023 2:00 PM
: (RH) (FBI)
(RH) (FBI)
Subject: FW: SSPX-R ---

Classitication: |G

Nenrecerd

rrom: I (o) (o) I

Sent: Thursday, January 05, 2023 1:53 PM
(RH) (FBI)
(CTD) (FBI)

!

I (o) (=) I

Subject: SSPX-R ---

Glaissifilcatien:

Transitery

Afternoon,

Please see below information on SSPX-R. Unfortunately there is aton of infarmation in our holdings. The most useful
thing | was able to conclude was that SSPX-MC -s group) is definitively a branch of SSPX-R. Given the SSPX-R’s

ideology, -s interactions with -is very concerning.

2



According to a presentation delivered by-Officer_ in July 2022, the Society of St Pius X
- Resistance (SSPX-R), is an Orthodox Catholic group which blends traditional Catholicism with National Socialist ideals.
intelligence indicates that the group has a wide European-American network and is attempting to radicalize

individuals through the Catholicreligion towards Neo-Nazi extremism. _

-SSPX-R was founded by Bishop Richard Williamson after he was expelled from SSPX in 2012. Williamson now acts as
the de-facto Bishop for the SSPX-R which has several constituent groups around the world, one of which is the SSPX-MC
{Marian Corps), led by_ who was ordained in 1992 by WiIIiamson._'s nephew,_
was ordained into the SSPX in 2022, and delivered his first mass on 27 February 2022 in Arcadia, California. ['&xpelled
bishop urges network oféCatholic resistance'”. The Catholic Herald; "Declaration LeFebvre Priests Vienna, Virginia".

www.cathinfo.com; Marian Corps {SSPX-MC)" (PDF). Ecclesia Militans.]

Phone logs collected from , closed) who pleaded guilty to 40 USC 5104(c) in
March 2021 indicate he was in telephonic contact with . While appears to have been in several
conversations discussing SSPX, none of these conversations, including those with , are derogatory in

nature.

Intelligence Analyst
Domestic Terrorism Targeting Unit 2

Classificatien: |G

Classification: [N

classitication: |G

Classiticatien: G



www.cathinfo.com
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Transitory

All - | don’t recall ever coming across these names or organization before. The best way to addressthisistosend
Guardians on -and_. | cc’d the CTSSA, SIA, DT agents and TFOs for their situational awareness.

| found this information online,-, you probably have it already— background on the Society of Saint Pius X-
Resistance (SSPX-R)

file:///C:/Users/KLNULF/Downioads/Initial+Findings+SSPX+Resistance.pdf

Regards,

intelligence Analyst
Counterterrorism — Domestic Terrorism

Louisville Field Oftice — _

Desko-
Celle-

erore: I~ < I

Sent: Thursday, January 05,2023 1:01 PM

o I (.5) () ) v
Subject: FW: SSPX Resistance background ---

Classificatient _

Transitory
Good afternoon,

On 11/13, RMVE subject || (Gab account ||l v as arrested and a search was executed at
his residence. Molotov cocktails, 3D printed pistol feames, firearm components including handgun components,
ammo, and a non-specific target list was found at his residence among other things. We do not lnow how far
along in the attack planning process he was at this time or if he was collaborating with others. CART and OTD
are still working to get into his computer. - had attended Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Society of Saint
Pius X (SSPX) Chapel for approximately seven months and participated in three or four catechism classes as
patt of the process to become baptized. Iu- extensive anti-Semitic, anti-LGBTQ, and racist postings on
social media platform, Gab, claimed he was a “radical traditional Catholic Clerical Fascist.” FBI
Richmond attempted to interview the priest || I (sce email below) who was not cooperative.
Additionally, he has been to see-six times 1n jail. Richmond is opening a Guardian on ;
According to-, he frequently flies back to Kentucky. It appears that his uncle is J@f the

key people in the SSPX-MC organization.

We would be veryinterested in any information that you have on the organization, the [JJilij. etc We could
set up a conference call tomorrow or a day next week that works for you to discuss further.


file:///C:/Users/KLNULF/Downloads/lnitial+Findings+SSPX+Resistance.pdf

Thanks so much for your assistance.

eror: I () (°5)

Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2023 11:35 AM

Subject: RE: SSPX Resistance background ---

(RH) (FBI)
(RH) (FBI)
Classification: _

Transitory
Good morning,

Just as a follow up, | found the product below last week when | was searching Sentinel related to SSPX. | shot it to

as we are drafting a joint product together on RMVE’s interest in rad-trad ideology.- did some research and
sent me the information below on Fr. - ran-’s number and it came back to a Father- located
in Kentucky. So we have and both residing in Kentucky. | was going to dig deeper into this.

SSPX-Resistance spun out of a disagreement with the SSPX’s attempts to reconcile with the Roman Catholic Church and
became a “thing” when the SSPX Bishop Richard Williamson was expelled from the group (Williamson is British and is
known for his anti-Semitic remarks; at one point he was charged in Germany with Holocaust denial). Upon expulsion,
Williamson called for a “Catholic resistance.” The most notable and largest group in North America originally called itself
“Society of St. Pius X of the Strict Observance” (SSPX-S0), though it is now known as the “Society of St. Pius X — Marian
Corps” (SSPX-MC). Fr._ is one of the key people in the SSPX-MC organizatibon. In addition to the phone

number which | provided you earlier, a dated emaif address for- was provided as_

*Note: All this information was gleaned from open source, | haven’t fully validated it.

From: || (R-) (FB1)

Sent: Wednesday, January 4, 2023 10:51 AM

(CTD) (FBI)

(CTD) (FBI)

(RH) (TFO) (RH) (FBI)

(RH) (FBI)
(RH) (FBI)

Subject: FW: SSPX Resistance background ---_

Classification: _

Transitory

Good morning,

During the course of our investigation into
Our Lady of Fatima Chapel — SSPX. After
regarding his interactions with-Since

) we determined that was attending
arrest, TFO and | attempted to interview Father
has not completed his catechism or been baptized in the church his

4




communication with Father- is not considered privileged. However, upon asking Father-questions about
- desire and plans to commit violence, Father- became very uncomfortable and started incoherently
stuttering. He requested to speak with the churches leadership and attorneys before continue to provide any more
information. Since then, Father-has refused to speak with us any further, but has continued to speak with-
while in prison, and even attempted to visit him.

IA- recently discovered this product regarding-’s attendance at the- conference and their discovery of
SSPX-R’s efforts to recruit and radicalize white supremacists/neo-Nazi’s. Prior to our interview with Father-, we
were unaware of any connection with SSPX and neo-Nazi radicalization. We would like to set up an initial meeting with
you all to discuss more details around this presentation, and possibly conduct a VTC with "
Counter Terrorism to determine if they have any more information on SSPX- and/or Father Please let
me know if you guys have time tomorrow or Friday morning.

Thanks,

I
From: b
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2023 10:16 AM
(RH) (FBI) (RH) (FBI)
e s m—
(RH) (FBI)
Subject: SSPX Resistance background ---_

Classificatien: _

| think this is the Intel product- mentioned to-.

Interesting. Make sureto look at the powerpoint on SSPX Resistance.

https://sentinel.fbinet.fbi/apps/desktop/#/main/serial/200898289

Classificatien:

Classificatien:

Classificatien:


https://sentinel.fbinet.fbi/apps/desktop/#/main/serial/200898289
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SIM(s):
Religious Organization

SIM Status: Skt Approved

Generaled: 02/15/2023 4.01 PM EST

Incident Summary

ossibility to conspire to commit violence with FBI subject -

Racially or Ethnically
Motivated Violent Extremism

(RMVE)

Status: Closed (on 02/15/2023) Pending PM Review
No identified threat to national security was found at this
time. If further information is received, this assessment
may be re-opened in accordance with DIOG Section 5.

[l Unknown
Unknown

Subjec| lype: !ain

5 Day Draft

Measure

5 Day Action
Measure

180 Day
Measure

Mitigation

0

O O

i‘.?{.’f Counterterrorism

0106/2023
0105/2023

BusinessFilings
CHS Check {CFU)

Type 1/Fypa 2
Threal to Life: No
DoDINexus: No
Report Typs: Terrorist Threat
Program DTOSDTOU
Managemant:
Origin Agency: FBI
Receipt Methed:
Field Office:
Assligned Squad:
Approver(s).
Repart Creator:
Report Owner:
Authorized The authorized purpose
Purpose: of this sasessment is to
canduct invastigative steps
o dela i
[
Case Aceess; Unrestricted
Felf—".ﬂl. =i} -
Ty et ST

] ; 3 . ‘

Rate Last Checked

02/032023 Accept voluntarily provided information by gavernmental or private

entliies,




01/06/2023 Divs 01/06/2023 Accessiexamine FBIDOJ records, and obtain information from FBYDOJ
01/06/2023 OMV pafsonnat
010672023 GWMAN 02/15/2023 Administrative note for Informational purposes.
= i 0111972023 Requsst info/view racord from other govt iog/ontitios (fod /
01062023 Guardian 23 oY .
a2 localftribalfforeign).
0106/2023 NCIC
0141972023 Other Baseline Compliant [
01/06120:23 Sentinel
0110872623 TIPS
Baseline Compliart [J

.Bl subject mws opened in 2013, based on violent and
antigovermmenial comments on multiple social media platforms. Recentiy; as arrested

by the |l Police Depariment for paramifitary aclivity, and during the search of his home
several Molotov cocktails were recovered, along with additional evidence to indicate his desire
and plans to commil violence.

In early 2622, -oined Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Chapel, Richmond, Virginia, which is
a chapel associated with the Society of Saint Pius X (SSPX). SSPX is a traditionalist Cathalic
Church niot associated with the Vatican. Upon' arrest, it was detemmined that Father
tima Catholic Chapel. TE nd

—Wh_e pnest for Our

feponing Agent attempted (o intkemiewﬁ‘er the arrest, ince ad yel to
complete Taterni | pe baplized, his communication with ﬁvas noi considered
piivileged, Wh@nMaS asked about desire to commil violence, he became
nervous and requested to speak with his chain of command and SSPX legal team.

Sirce then, it has been determined that uncia, F.a(l'\helf_ is the leader
of an exiremist section of SSPX called SSPX-MC or SSPX Resistance. SSPX-MC has been
KROW 10 fecruit and train jaly or Ethnically Motivated Violence Extremists:

has continued contact with hrough jail calls' appraximately 6 times since his arrest,

hch are recorded. In those recordings, Eﬂrhm-rwuesﬂ\ng lo speak lo
|ﬁ attorney and wanting to talk about certain topics when they meet in person so their
conversalion is notrecorded.

i

Subject Type: Mt

Investigative Notes
I cHs Check

Authorized Acceas/examine FBI/DOJ records, and obtain infarmation from FBI/DOJ personnel.
Methiod:
Databases CHS Check (CFU)

checked:;
ooscrpon:  on 1812025, crsS [ ereucec s crs creokon
Biaius: Compieled
History:
01/05/2023 02:G2:17 PM Created Note: CHS Check F("RJCH MOND

I E:scline Searches for

Authorized Actessiexamine FBIYDOJ records, and obtain information from FIBI/DOJ personnel.
Method:

Databases Businesskilings, DIVE, DMV, Guardian, NCIC, Other, Sentinei, TIPS, GMAN
chacked:

Description; On 6 January 202 j jucted baseiine searches for captioned Guardian
subject DOB g |
- Accurint searches forFIis'ﬁéd his likely current addyess as _

[[llCriver's license searches yielded an empre-:river's license (aftached).

2




.Oien source searches listed .as areverend father at _

DIVS, GMAN, Sentinel, Guardian, TIPS Kentucky Secretary of State record

searches for -«ere all negative.
Status: App
Atechments: i} png (281.3 KB)

History.
010§/2023 04:40:26 PM Created Note; Baseline Searches for-

LOUISVILLE
0%/06/2023 04:41:07 PM Submt note for approval LOUISVIRLE

01/06/2023 04:54:04 PM Approve note LOUISVILLE

B Vi oinia State Police Daiabase Checks

Authorized Request info/view record from other govt agencies/entities (federal/state/locai/tribal/foreign).
Method:
Description: On January 10, 2023 TFO

—quieredlhewrginia State Police
Database VIMS for the followsng identfiers:

No records found.

A checkof the Virginia Firearms Transaction Center {AO11) revealed no attempts to
purchase within the last 12 months in the Commonwealth.

Status: Approved
History:
01/10/2023 01:47:37 PM Created Mote: Virginia State Police Database
Checks

01/1972023 01:48:02 PM Submitnote for approval

01/10/2023 01:52:08 PM Approve note

[l CBP Records Review

Authorized Request info/view record from other govt agencies/entities {federal/stateflacal/tribaliforeign}.
Method:

Databases Other

checked:

Description;  Note: This information is tird party information and may not be disseminated outside of the
F 8l without prior perrrission from CBP.

bath of which exnlre! !anuary 17.2023.

November 2, 2021 to November 8, 2021 - CH® to DFW to MEX, retum 8JXto DFW to
CHO.

July 15, 2020 - Planned flight . AXto COG but -id not travel.

QOctober 24, 2018 to November §, 2018-ATLto CDG to TLS, retum VCE 0 AMS o0 ATL.
Due to the number of co-ravelers and routing, this appears to be a church-reiated tour.

and a passport
has the following

August 13, 2018 to September 7, 2018~ EWR toGVA, Return FCO to IAD to LGA.

July 18, 2017 - IAD to DUB. Return notrecorded.




Mar 3 to April 2, 2013 — MCI to EWR to MUC to FLR, return MUC to PHL to
MClI was secondaried upon his return and was found to be a minor traveling with
alcohol.

qas dlder travel under the name -ue to the age of the records they
m

ay nol be compiete:

June 28, 2005 to July 8, 2005 - LAX to YVR, return YEG to TUS to PMX. -as

traveling with his mother, DOB: -The-s were

secondaried on thistripas they lacked birth certificates.

-s fravel was ared t travel of _DOB::
who is believed t6 be 's uncie. There was no evidence that the

have traveled togethef, e same overseas location at the same time.

Reconds identified OB: s a co-traveler
-_2005 anada an urope trips. ay be a cousin of

Status: Approved
History:

0171972023 05:36:19 PM Created Note: CBP Records Review { LOUISVILL
01/20/2023 11:31:39 AM Approve note QUISVILLE

i} Information from -s phone

Authorized Accept voluntarily provided informalion by govemmental or private entities.
Method:

Description:  CPB provided information fegarding mm an interaction with_

at Boston Logan airport as he was returning from a tnp fo the United Kingdom. The foliowing
is a brief summary of the information relevant to _

he phone numbesr| nd the email
“ew found. | conlact was noted belWBGn-lﬂd
B5ET as "Informai” and persisting from December 2021 to December

2021. The last contact was December 26 - December 28, 2022. A single outgoing cail was
Authorized Administrative note for informational purposes.

identified.
Mathod:
Description: After searching far relevant information, derogatory or exculpatory, i ! d
of an interview ubf-y FBI RH personnai fro :
B - /AG and RMVE Threats; Tier 3] setial 363, was resenalzed to:this assessment.
No further information was found.
I
Authorized Administrative note for informational purposes.
Mathod:

Stanis: Approved
Pescripiion: SSRA ; oncurrence to close this Guardian from SAC Jodi Cohen through
ASAC n 2/15/2023.

Nistory:

Ageant note: The full report will be uploaded at a later time.
Status: Approved

History:
D2/03r2023 11:23:34 AM (Created Note: [nformation fm-s (LOUISVILLE
phone
02/06/2023 09:06:10 AM Approve note LOUSSVILLE

-Re‘ gvant information re-serialized to this assessment.

02152023 03:14:54 PM Created Note: Relevant information re-seriaiicad
to this assessment.
02/15/2023 03:53:58 PM Approve note

{ LOUISVILL

LOWIBVILLE

. SAC concurrence to close Guardian




Status: Approved
History;
02/1512023 04:00:41 PM Created Note: SAC concurrence fo close - LOU[SVILLE-
Guardian

Interviews and Attached 302s

Subject Interview(s)

Interviewed: No
Juslification:  Substantial derogatory information was not found. No allegation of federal violation has been
presented. At present, it is assessed that there is no need for a subject interview.

Referrals

Has this matter No
been referred

to OGA/State/
Local?

Dispositien

-Disposition
e: Substantial derogatory information was not found. No allegation
of federal violation or threat to national security has been
identified. At present this assessment is requested to be closed.
If further information is received, this assessment may be re-
opened.
Disposition: No identified threat to national security was found at this time.
If further information is feceived, this assessment may be re-
opened in accordance with DIOG Section 5.
CBP Notifications: No

[tis noted that the individual or group identified during the Assessment does not warrant further FB! inveatigation
at this time. Any dissemination of information from this Assessment regarding the individual or group identified
must inciude an appropriate caveat with the shared information. It is recommended that this Assessment be closed.

Workflow

01/05/2023 12:33:#9 PM Created Incident Assigned By:
Assigned To:
01/05/2023 12:39:35 PM Incidant submittad for opening Asscignad By:
Assigned To:
01/05R2023 02:02:58 PM Created SIM: Sent to CDC for review Assigned By:
Assigned To:
01/05/2023 02:09:58 PM Incident opened Assigned By:
Assigned To:
01/052022 02:28:26 PM CDC recommands SIM approval - Sent to ASAC for Review Assigned By:
Assigned To:
01/05/2023 04:06:25 PM ASAC approvas SIM - Sent to SAC for Review Assigned By:
Assigned To:
01/05/2023 04:37:07 PM SAC approves SIMi- SIM Waorkflow Complete Assigned By:
Assigned To:
01/06/2023 08:2547 AM Transfer Requested through Sentinel Assigned By:

Transferrint ti) LS-Covington RA per prior coordination with SSRA
Assigned To:
OU06/2028 06:26:54 AN Incldent transiemred Assigned By:

Assigned To:




07/06i2023 08:3§:54 AM

017062023 09:08:09 AM

02/06/2023 03:05:46 AM

021152023 03:23.06 PM

02/15i2023 04:00:55 PM

Incident assigned

Incident assigned to user

30 day review per:onned
SSRA failed to extend assessment pitor to It expiing. Extended to
atbw further investigation.

incidentsubmitted for closure

Incident Closed

Assigned By:
Assigned To:

Assigned 8y:

Assigned To:

Assigned By:

Assigned To:

Assigned By:

Assigned To:

Assigned BY:

Assigned To:




SIM(s)
Religicus Organizalion

SIM Status: SIM Approved

Generated: 02/10/2023 9:26 PM EST

_ Potential recruitment and radicalization of violent religious

extremists cTD
r
Pnonty 4
Status: Closed (on 02/10/2023) Pending PM Review Tier 5§ {Radicalizer/iRecruiter)
Anti-Government or This Report or Assessment relates
rm-aunority Violent Extremism o or enhances an existing Pl/FI
x
B ~ Progrem Moasures
Social Security: 5 h(}?ay Draft |5 I;Iay Action I;I/I 80 Day
Subject Type: Main easure easure easure
In Custody: No
Locations: st} e
Mitigation
= | o | o
@ Counterterrorism
Type 1Type 2
Thraat ta Life: No
DaO:Nexus: No
Crillcal Nol Crilical Infrasiructure
Infrastructor
Sector:
Report Type: Suspicious Activity
Activity Type: Cther
Program DTOS/DTOU
Management:
Observed: 0170472023 12:00:00 AMm
Tima:Zone: GMT -05:00 US/Canada
Easlem
Origin Agancy: £BI
Receipt Method: Othe
ReportedBy: o R
Fiald Offica: RICHMOND
Assigned Squad.
Approverta):
Report Cmator:
Raport Owner.
Authorized The purpose of this
Pumpose: isio datermine
involved it the rcruitment
ang radlwllzauun of Violent
Reli ists such
as| ndfor
olhafs.
Case Access: o
Senlinel Case:



https://01/04/20.23

—
Basetine Collection Baseline Collection Plan
Database/Resource Quarias Authorized Methods Utilizead
Oate Last Checked Database DateLastChecked Technique Utilized
0113172023 BaseJumper 01/27/2023 Accept voluntarily provided information by govemmental of privale
01/312023 BusinassFilings entiies.
01/23/2023 CHS Check (CFU) 0113112023 mfs mine FBI/DOJ recards, and obtain information from FBIDOJ
0113142023 Clearwater 5 " ; .
0113172023 Engage in SSA approved 72 br increments of surveillance not requiring a

01/31/2023 DIVS courtiordar,
0772372023 Dmv 011262023 Request infaiview record from other govt agencias/ertities (foderalstate/
0113112023 DWS localftribalforeign).
01/31/2023 Dalas Baseline Compliant
01731/2023 GMAN
01731/2023 Guardian
0113172623 HYDRA
01131/2023 Harmony
01731/2023 IC3
0131/2023 D Scoreboard
012372023 NCIC
01131/2023 NCTC CollabJ
0113172023 NCTC Cument
01131/2023 NGIC Bi2R
01/31/2023 NMEC
01/31/2023 NSAIPulse
01/31/2023 OTDIMXU
01/31/2023 CnDec
01/31/2023 Other
013112023 Prolograghic Web Sies
01/31/2023 Public Search Engines
01/3172023 QLix
0173172023 Sentinel
01/31/2023 Soctal Madia
0173172023 TIDE
0131/2023 TIPS
01/31/2023 Telephone Databases
01/31/2023 Web Crawlers

Baseline Compliant [J

hrough open source research, FBI RH has reviewed Father N publlcl
available sermons/events/speeches which indicate a rhetoric and ideology similar to
perspective, specifically conceming anti-Semitism, anti-establishment, and anti-abortion
ideology.

2




hrough FBI information and open source research, FBl RH assessas that SSPXR have a
vast international network with extremist religious imagery and branding co-opted by identified
violent extremists with the purpose of radicalizing and recruiting individuals for their greater
goal of “Catholic Integralism"” by establishing a theocratic state.

Based on the above information, the purpose of this assessment is to determine if-
s/was involved in the recruitment and radicalizaWent Religious Extremists

such as nd/or others and to determine if as conspiring with [Jjto
commit a violent criminal act.

Subjects

I - -
Social Security: NN
Subject Type: Main

In Custody: No
Locations:

Investigative Notes

CHS Check

m Access/examine FBI/DOJ records, and obtain information from FBI/DOJ personnel.

Method:
Databases CHS Cheack (CFU)

checked:
Description: On 1!23;2023,-0nducted CHS check on

Status: Approved

History:
01/23/2023 10:11:47 AM Craated Note: CHS Check CHMOND /i
01/23/2023 12:41:43 PM Approve note RICHMONL

-ps Center Baseline Checks

Authorized Request info/view record from other govt agencies/entities (federal/state/local/tribaliforeign).

Method:

Databases DMV, NCIC, Other

checked:

Description:  Baseline Checks for
checks attached.

Status:
Attachments: 'ehicle Informatio

river's Transcript
riminal Histo

L_Information

-ew Jersey checks were negative, Massachusetts




History:

01/23/2023 12:16:28 PM Created Note: Ops Center Baseline Checks _ RICHMOND /RH-MISS{ON

01/23/2023 12:17:36 PM Submit note for approval a RICHMOND /RH-MISSION

0
01/23/2023 09:04:59 PM Approve note =_(i ric+mono I

I County Police Records Check

Authorized Request info/view record from other govt agencies/entities {federal/swateflocal/tribalforeign).
Method:
Databases Other
checked:
Description:  On January 24, 2023 TFO-searched- County Police recordsfor the
following:
DOB
SSN
No records located.
Status: Approved
History:
01/2412023 08:34:01 AM Created Note:JJJJJJlJ County Police Records ricrvono I
Check
01/24/2023 04:46:34 PM Approve note (RIC MONDi-
P County Police Database Checks
uthonze Request infofview record from cther govt agencies/entities (federal/stateflocal/tribalforeign).
Method:
Databases Other
checked:
Description:  On January 26, 2023, TFO -searched the [ County Police
PremierOne records system for the following:
DoB
SSN
Zero results located.
Status: Approved
History:

01/26/2023 09:43:20 AM Created Note:

B - Folice RICHMON
Database Checks
0172612023 09:47:42 AM Approve note RICHMOND




01/27/2023 11:04:3¢ AM Approve note _R\CHMOND -

Authorized
Method:

Oescription:

Status:
History

01/31/2023 11:44:08 AM Created Note: Surveiliance of

01/31/2023 01:28:13 PV Submit note for approval -
02/03/2023 03:39:00 PM Approve note

Engagein SSA approved 72 hrincrements of sutveillance notrequiring a court order.

On 1/3%/23, surveitlance was conducted on sub je by members of F3I
Boston's _pon his arrival into Boston { ogan airport The following was

observed by susveillance team members:

nd his ¥avel companion, HDOB_ Passport
, exited the intemational Termina

4:05pm and entered a
his vehicle is leased b
e driver of the matched physical characteristics of

-A shoittime later the earin 3 as observed in the
driveway of it's registered owner,
-At approximately 4:50pm, th

: : ; -as observed leavingmE
with a driver who matched the registerad owner's physical appearance. The dnver was

sole occupant in the vehicle at this time. The vehile went directly to Route 1 Grill House in
Saugus, MA. The driver exited andwent inside the res¥surant for a shoit period of time. then

exited cai a bai of whatarpeared to be takeout food. The vehicle then returned to [l

was conducted on
hile light were on in the residence, no movement
was observed inside. There were no vehicles observed in the driveway, however it could not
be verified if any vehicles were within the attached garage.

Prior to surveillance, both -nd ere the subject of a secondary search

and interview by Customs and Border FF 18R Officers. The results of the searches
and interviews are being documented by CBF and will be uploaded to this Guardian upon

receipt.

-

Approved

( BOSTONe
( BOSTON !

- Database Checks Conducted

I - cording to open source rasearch. there were no addigonal phone numbers
or email addresses were yielded to within the fuli comprehensive reporton the captioned
individual identifying property holdings, vehicles, possible reiatives, and coutt filings.




_ Social Media Research was conducted on all phone numbers, emails, and
potential usernames identified within a secondary inspection report fromJlecent
travel. (See attached resulls] The results identified the following likely WhatsApp account
regarding phone numbe j ified the likely Apple, Amazon,

Dropbox and Google acco! 1D associated with email
addressi

Further social media checks were conducted based on these results within open
source research, which yielded no ather or alternate identified accounts.

ravel records revealed 224 Encounter reports with 5 secondary inspections t¢
include an electronic media inquiry from 1991 to Present.

Stalus:
Attachments:
(989.4 KB)
Social Media checks
History:
01/31/2023 12:54:02 PM Created Note: Dalabase Checks Conducted RICHMOND
01/31/2023 01:16:47 PM Submit note for approval RICHMOND
01/31/2023 01:18:04 PM Recallnole RICHMOND

01/31/2023 01:20:06 PM Submit note for approval RICHMOND

02/07/2023 10:46:20 AM Approve note RICHMONDi-

Interviews and Attached 302s

Subject Interview(s)

Interviewad:  No
Justification:  Closing Guardian pursuant to RH EM directive and roliing into existing predicated F!.

Incident Change Notes

B - <t incident

Justification:  To further explain the jusfification and potential criminal acts.

History:
02/07/2023 10:49:21 AM Created Note: Updated incident _ ICHM

Referrals

Has this matter No
been referred

to OGA/State/
Local?




Note:

Investigation Type:
Disposition:

Assaciated Case Numbers:

01/20/2023

017202023

01/20/2023

01/20/2023

01/20:2023

01/20/2023

01/23/2023

01/26/2023

01/26/2023

02/07/2023

02/09/2023

02/10/2023

10:58:03 AM

1n:11:45 AM

11:38:54 AM

11:40:07 AM

02:16:07 PM

02:16:07 PM

10:58:11 AM

01:12:13 PM

02:03:46 PM

02:25:51 PM

03:53:43 PM

09:26:12 PM

Closing Guardian incident pursuant to RH EM directive. This
mattes retates to an existing Fl and will be serialized to that file.

Full

This Report or Assessment relates to or enhances an existing PI/

Created Incident

Incident submitted for opening

Incident recalled

Incident submitted for opening
Created SIM: Sent to CDC for review

Incident opened

CDC recommends SIM approval - Sent to ASAC for Review
ASAC approves SIM - Sent to SAC for Review

SAC approves SIM - SIM Warkflow Complete

Incident reassigned

incident assigned to user
Reassigning due to admin sguad transfer.

Close Incident Without Submission

Assigned By:
Assigned To:
Assigned By:

Assigned To:
Assigned By:

Assigned To:
Assigned By:

Assigned To:
Assigned By:

Assigned To:
Assigned By:

Assigned To:
Assigned By:

Assigned To:
Assigned By:

Assigned To:
Assigned By:

Assigned To:
Assigned By:

Assigned To:
Assigned By:

Assigned To:
Assigned By:

Assigned To:
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I ) ()

From: (RH)&FBI)

Sent: Friday, January 6, 2023 3:24 PM

To: (RH) (FBI); {RH) {FBI)

ce RR) (FBI) e (770
(RH) (FBI); (RH) (FBI)

Sub ject: RE: SSPX-R ---

RMTFRUserProp: Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)

SentinelCaseld: Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)

Classification:

Transitory

Just FYI - Based on my research, the highlighted from the original email below is slightly inaccurate/incomplete. It looks
like was ordained o atthe St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary and assigned to the Archdiocese
of (1 am 99% certain that this St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary is the same one we identify in the DP and is
located in our AOR in Dillwyn, Virginia; thisis the only SSPX seminary in the United States per the SSPX website).
According to the SSPX website, - celebrated his first Mass on 7 fanuary 2022 (technically, the website says 2020,
but all indications are that this is a typo) at the St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary. He celebrated his first Mass outside the
Seminary on 30 January 2022 in Syracuse, New York, with his next Mass outside the Seminatry listed asthe one in
Arcadia, California on 27 February 2022.

From:  (RH) (°51) <

Sent: Friday, January 6, 2023 1:43 PM

To- NS (RH) (F81)<

Subject: FW: SSPX-R ---

(RH) (7)o

Classification;

Transitory
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Are we meeting at 10a this morning?

rror: I+ (<=

Sent: Monday, January 09, 2023 10:53 AM
(LS) (FBI)

(RH) (FBI)

(CTD) (FBI)
(RH) (FBI)

(RH)

(CTD) (FBI)
(LS) (FBI) 4

Transitory

Would be great to set up a VTC this week to discuss immediate operation needs based on our investigation and to
coordinate next steps. We are currently drafting an FDR to pass info to- and set up a VTC with them, who wili
have more information on the recruitment platform of SSPX-R, so you guys will definitely want to be involved in

that. Father is travefling to the. in late January, so this will be a timely meeting. Hopefully we can set
something up with them next week. After those meetings, | propose -and i head your way for a day to give you a
full length brief on-and hopefully by then we have some more information on SSPX-R and- to coordinate a
more strategic plan, thinking maybe early February.

If you are ok with that plan, let me know if your team has time to meet tomorrow at 10am?

Thanks,

-
reor I () (<)

Sent: Thursday, January 05, 2023 5:02 PM
(RH) (FBI)

(CTD) (FBI)

(RH) (TFO)
(RH) (FBI)

(RH)

(RH) (FBI)
(CTD) (FBI)

(CTD) (FBI)
(LS) (FBI)
Subject: RE: SSPX Resistance backgrounda-- [ NG

Classificationi _

Transitory

FBI LS, is tracking and will make ourselves available for the VT Cwhen scheduled.
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From: [N <+ <=/ I

Sent: Tuesday, January 10,2023 1:11 PM
(RH) (FBI)

LS) (FBI)

(RH) (FBI)
(CTD) (FBI)

(RH) (FBI)
(RH)

(CTD) (FBI)

. (LS) (FBI) 4
Subject: RE: SSPX Resistance background ---

Classificatien: _

Transitery

Just as a follow-up to-’s email, please see attached spreadsheet. It looks like_ is currently in Canada.
Flight details and the credit card used for payment are included.

-/LS- I did not want to step on your toes, but | just did a quick search on- while | wasin ARC. Attached are
hits that also include credit card information. There was a TECS hit from 7/6/2005 stating was
“traveling with Mother, child was born at home ir_, had copies of CERT FROM School in H

If you guys need anything, please let me know.

Thanks!

From: (RHi) (Fe1)

Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2023 11:17 AM

15) (8 () ()

(CTD) (FBI)

I <)

(CTD) (FBI)

(RH) (TFO)

(CTD) (FBI)
(LS) (FBI)
Subject: RE: SSPX Resistance backgrounde-- _

Classificatien: (GG

Transitery

For everyone’s awareness, according to the SSPX Resistance Website — Father |||l il be traveling
to the ] Jan 20® — 30™, says more details will follow onthe website.

Tactical Specialist
Domnestic Terrorism

Joint Terrorism Task Force
Richmond Division

Desk
Cell
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B

From: {RH) (FBI)

Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2022 1:02 PM

To B <) () S (<) ()
Cc: I R (B ) (FBI)
Subject: RE: FY23 FOSP Meetings --- -
SentinelCaseld: NON-RECORD

Radtrad Catholics. Things that make you go hmmmm.

From: _ {RH) (FBI)
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2022 11:31 AM
ro: I ) -5)
cc: I ) () S S (<)

I (RH) (FB1)
Subject: FW: FY23 FOSP Meetings ---

— The following are some prospective products for FY23. No guarantee they wiil all come to fruition. | would guess all
three of these would be co-authored (see respective Ccs) and fall under the TM2 measure:

e DPonimpact of Virginia’s Consumer Data Protection Act which is scheduled to go into effect on 1/1/2023 (co-
authored with -; Threat Issue: Cyber Criminat)

e DPon short-/longet-term impact of new violent crime reduction initiatives (e.g., increased funding, DOJ Public
Safety Partnership, Youngkin Violent Crime Task Force} on violence in Richmond metro area, possibly to include
Petersburg (co-authored witr- Threat Issues: Violent Gangs, VIC-D)

e DPonincreasing intersection of radtrad (radical-traditional) Catholics and DVEs. This one is the least fleshed
out and is a direct outgrowth of the case. Feasibility is subject to finding sufficient additional
evidence beyond -(co—authored with who is almost certainly hearing of this for the first time via
this email...; Threat Issues: AA/AG, RMVE)

Let me know if you have any questions.

From: (RH) (FBI)
Sent: Monday, September 12, 2022 10:18 AM

To: S ) () S S )
S B ) ) S S ) 5
1

1
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(RH) (FBI)

From: - ERXGD

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2022 11:30 AM

To: (RH) (FBI); (PD) (FBI)
Subject: RE: =

RMTFRUserProp: ShortTerm Use Email (Transitory)

SentinelCaseld: ShortTerm Use Email (Transitory)

classification: |

Transitery

i

Yes, | believe the information in the ADL product on- and SSPX is correct. ADL had access to his Telegram
account and his postings.

As far as using that info in your product, | don’t see any issue withiit, but I'll defer to the case agent. He would also be
the one to check with on reaching out to the ADL contact.

Intelligence Analyst
FBI - Portland Division (Eugene/Medford RAs)

oesi I - I

reor: I -+ (=) I

Sent: Wednesday, December 21, 2022 1:03 PM

(o) (o) I - I (°0) (&)

=
Subject:

classirication: [

Transitery
Good afternoon,

My coworker and | are drafting a product related to interest of Racially or Ethnically Motivated Violent Extremistsin
radical-traditionalist Catholic ideology. One of our bullets is related to our subject who was just recently arrested-

. According to multiple sources, prior to RMVE actor_ early November 2022
arrest, had attended Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Society of Saint Pius X1 (SSPX) Chapel for
approximately seven months and participated in three or four catechism classes as pait of the process to

become baptized Mt In extensive anti-Semitic, anti-LGBTQ), and racist postings on social
media platform, Gab, claimed he was a “radical traditional Catholic Clerical Fascist.” Subsequent

1



tO‘_ arrest, eight Molotov cocktails, six smoke bombs. one smoke grenade, firearm components
which included a complete Glock 19 slide/upper receiver, a lower parts kit, a 3D printed Glock 19
frame, a magazine, and 9 mm ammunition were found in his possession. !

In doing some Sentinel queries, I found an ADL product related to ] and SSPX. I wanted to see if the information
is correct regarding his association with radtrad Catholic ideology and if so, could we use it for our product? I saw that he
was deceased, but thought it was interesting. I also wanted to see if I could reach out to your ADL contact?

Thanks so much for your sme.

Sincerely,

Classitication: |G

f1



EXHIBIT 015



CENTER [@)YB ADL.

EXTREMISM

FOR INTERNAL LAW ENFORCEMENT USE ONLY.
DO NOT DISTRIBUTE WITHOUT PERMISSION FROM THE ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE

The Anti-Root Collective

Individual Assessment

TOP LINE: The following individual, whom
we identified only by his first name *
embraces extremist beliefs (ranging from white
supremacy to eco-terrorisin) coupled with a
lionization of notorious extremist murderers
(such as Ted Kaczynski) and calls for violence.
Most recently he has visited TWO‘-
Oregon locations, making comments that raise
concerns. Highlighted content in this document
represent statements made supporting
violent action.

Name:
DOB:

last name unknown)

Monikers:

Location: Nomadic—although he claims_-. Currently, he appears to be
in [

Ideology: White Supremacist; Eco-Fascist; Antisemite; Racist and Misogynist (incel culture)

Quick Links

Telegram: Private (ADL has access
Email:
Telegram handle:
Telegram Channel:
Dlive:
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I e _

From: (RH) (FBI)

Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 1:27 PM

To: (MW) (FBI)

Cc (MW) (FBI); (MW) (FBI)
Subject: RE: Bullet for DP ——-

RMTFRUserProp: Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)

SentinelCaseld: Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)

classificationi [N

Transitory

Thank you!

reor I () (<o) I

Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 10:10 AM

c o A B

Cc: (MW) (FBI) (MW) (FBI)
>

Subject: FW: Bullet for DP ---_

Classificationi _

Transitory
_—
No issues for us, looks great!

Sincerely,

Intelligence Analyst
FBI Milwaukee

Squad / Embeddei-
Desk:

From: (rri) (F1) I -

Sent: Wednesday, January 11,2023 1:56 PM

ovw) i) I - I () F5)

Subject: Bullet for DP ---

classiticationi




Good afternoon,

Do you guys have any issue with us using the below bullet in our DP?
Thanks!

B / ccording to multiple sources, as of July 2021, FBI Milwaukee RMVE subjec | | | | I had
attended Maria Stella Maris Mission SSPX, located in San Pedro, California for over a year prior to his
relocation to Wisconsin. While at Maria Stella Maris Mission, [JJJjjj started security company '
" () to provide armed security for the church. |JJij planned to expandjjjjjjjij to other churches

and include “fraternal-based” meetings and events.'! FBI Los Angeles initiated the investigation into I
based on allegations that |Jjjj is a neo-Nazi with racist and sexist views, known to verbally harass and
physically assault anyone that does not share his views, and holds nonconformist views towards authority.

was a member of Legio Christi, now known as "Imperium," which is an organization that holds violent
opposition towards LGBTQ individuals. |JJjjjfjhas attempted to acquire unregistered "paperless" firearms and
large capacity ammunition magazines in the past.

Classification: |

Classification: |G

[i]
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e _

From: (RH) (FBY)

Sent: Mcnday, December 19, 2022 8:30 AM
To: (RH) (FBI)

Subject: RE: DP - SPEAR ---

think that is a brilliant idea - leftthe Bureau, but | will reach out to the DT IA.

From: (RH) (FB1) _>

Sent: Friday, December 16, 2022 4:33 PM
o ) ) S
Subject: DP - SPEAR ---_J

Classiticarion: (NN

Transitory

Good late Friday afternoon! | was just spitballing over here withFand got to thinking —how do you think[JfHQ
would feelabout co-authoring a SPEAR on this radtrad Catholic/RMVE topic? Seems like something with national
application. We could probably knock out the DP since a lot of it is already done and then possibly convert to a SPEAR -
more bang for our buck and a wider audience. What say you?

Classificacion: [
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(RH) (FBI)

From: _ (RH) (FBI)

Sent: Monday, February 6, 2023 11:39 AM
To: (CTD) (FBI)
Subject: RE: SPEAR for Review --
Attachments: RadTradSPEAR Draftdocx
RMTFRUserProp: ShortTerm Use Email (Transitory)
SentinelCaseld: ShortTerm Use Email (Transitory)

Classificatien :_

Transitery

Two minor edits.

reor: I (<o) (- [

Sent: Monday, February 06, 2023 11:15 AM
To

I ) ) B
Subject: RE: SPEAR for Review -

Classificatien :_

Transitery

g1 i

Thank you for passing this along. I'm gonna take a look at it along with one of the other JAs up here who covers RMVE

threats and we'’ll get our suggestions back to you soon.

v/r

.
From: ) (e I

Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2023 3:47 PM

To: (CTD) (FBI) >

Subject: SPEAR for Review ---
classificatien: ||} }QbQb0b0 R N

Transitery

Woulid you mind to take alook at the attached SPEAR and advise of edits? | will work on the background notes and

shoot those to you for your input tomorrow (hopefully).

Thanks!
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FBHINTERNAL — NOT APPROVED FOR EXTERNAL RELEASE

Strategic Perspective: Executive Analytic Report

_Interest of Racially or Ethnically Motivated Violent Extremists in
Radical-Traditionalist Catholic Ideology Almost Certainly Presents New

Mitigation Opportunities
XX Felruary 2023

_] The FBI assesses the increasingly observed interest of racially or ethnically motivated violent
extremists (RMVEs) in radical-traditionalist Catholic (RTC)? ideology almost certainly® presents opportunities
for threat mitigation by exploring new avenues for tripwire and source development. Open source reporting
and FBI investigations have noted a growing overlap between the far-right white nationalist movement and
RTCs. lllustrative of this has been the increasing collaboration of the far-right Catholic media outlet Church
Militant (and its activist wing, the Resistance network) with the America First/“groyper”’¢ movement.!> The
ongoing convergence of the far-right white nationalist movement and RTCs was further demonstrated through
the increase in hostility toward abortion-rights advocates on social media sites in the run-up to and aftermath of
the Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization decision that overturned Roe v. Wade.?

° -) According to an FBI Richmond contact with direct access reporting for the first time, prior to
RMVE actor_ early November 2022 arrest he had been attending the Society of Saint Pius
X4 (SSPX)-affiliated Our Lady of Fatima Chapel in Richmond, Virginia, for approximately seven months
and was participating in catechism classes as part of the process to become baptized.*’ Prior to
attending Our Lady of Fatima Chapel,-stated he wanted to find a church that was “anti-Zionist”
and “antiprogressive” because “that’s where God lives.”® In extensive anti-Semitic, antiLGBTQ,
and racist postings on the social media platform Gab, claimed he was a “radical traditional
Catholic Clerical Fascist.” At the time o- arrest, eight Molotov cocktails, six smoke bombs, one
smoke grenade, and firearms components consisting of a complete Glock 19 slide/upper receiver, a
lower parts kit, a 3D printed Glock 19 frame, a magazine, and 9 mm ammunition were found in his
possession.’

d .Analyst Note: RTCs are typically characterized by the rejection of the Second Vatican Council {Vatican |1} as a valid
church council; disdain for most of the popes elected since Vatican Il, particularly Pope Francis and Pope John Paul Il; and
frequent adherence to anti-Semitic, anti-immigrant, anti-LGBTQ, and white supremacist ideology. Radical-traditionalist
Catholics compose a small minority of overall Roman Catholic adherents and are separate and distinct from “traditionalist
Catholics” who prefer the Traditional Latin Mass and pre-Vatican |l teachings and traditions, but without the more extremist
ideological beliefs and violent rhetoric. Vatican 1l took place from 1962-1965 and essentially shaped the modern Roman Rite
Catholic Church. it was intended to help the church respond to global cultural changes in the aftermath of World War [l and
resulted in significant reforms to the liturgy, attitudes toward non-Christian religions, roles and responsibilities of the laity,
views on religious freedom, etc.

Il See Appendix B: Expressions of Likelihood.

Bl The term “groyper” refers to followers of Nick Fuentes’s alt-right “America First” movement, which is characterized by
its white Christian nationalism platform.

d.) Analyst Note: The Society of Saint Pius X {SSPX) is an international priestly society that promotes the traditional
Catholic priesthood and the celebration of the traditional Latin Mass and sacraments. itis named after Pope Pius X whose
anti-Modernist stance serves as the organization’s inspiration. The SSPX is currently considered “canonically irregular” {i.e.,
not in full communion with the Vatican). The SSPX has spawned a number of offshoots. These include SSPX-Resistance, aka
SSPX-Marian Corps (SSPX-MC), which rejected SSPX attempts to reconcile with the Vatican; the Priestly Fraternity of Saint
Peter (FSSP), which holds to many of the SSPX beliefs and practices, but ultimately split from the SSPX to stay in full
communion with the Vatican; and the Society of Saint Pius V (SSPV), which does not consider Vatican |l valid and binding,
questions the legitimacy of ail of the popes since Vatican il, and has no canonical standing (i.e., is schismatic).
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. -) According to an FBI Portland liaison contact with indirect access, as of September 2021,
deceased RMVE subject had previously posted online that he first sought out a
mainline Roman Catholic community that practiced the Novus Ordo liturgy® and then gravitated to the
SSPX. In a comment posted to an online discussion group-noted, “I've been trying to be
catholic [sic] for 2 years | went to a novus ordo church at first then became radicalized by the internet
after they told me to go away because of fake virusb [sic].”- posted a photograph of himself
outside of a Catholic church and several pictures from inside of the church captioned, “The holy sacrifice
of the mass. Join the Catholic TaIiban.”-aIso posted graphics depicting Jesus holding an assault
rifle.8 Prior to his death,- was under investigation by FBI Portland for his involvement in civil
disturbances, vandalism, threatening communications, weapons violations, and other acts of violence
furthering his white supremacist ideology.’

attended the SSPX-affiliated Maria Stella Maris Mission Church in San Pedro, California,
for over a year prior to his relocation to Wisconsin. While at Maria Stella Maris Mission started a

security company,— to provide armed security for the ch&
planned to expand to other churches and include “fraternal-based” meetings and events.'° FBI Los
Angeles originally initiated an investigation of-based on allegations that- was a neo-Nazi
with racist and sexist views known to verbally harass and physically assault those who opposed his
positions.- was a member of Legio Christi’, now known as "Imperium," an organization that

violently opposes LGBTQ individuals.-has attempted to acquire unregistered "paperless" firearms
and large capacity ammunition magazines in the past.!

. mcording to an FBI UCE with direct access, as of July 2021, FBI Milwaukee RMVE subject

_ The FBI assesses RMVE interest in RTCs is likely to increase over the next 12 to 24 months in the
run-up to the next general election cycle complicating the overall RMVE threat picture while also creating new
opportunities for mitigation efforts. This assessment is made in light of the ongoing polarization characterizing
the US political environment and the probability that policy issues of mutual interest to RMVEs and RTC
adherents will remain in the public spotlight. Catalyzing events in which RMVEs and RTC adherents might have
common cause include legislation or judicial decisions in areas such as abortion rights,® immigration, affirmative
action, and LGBTQ protections. The current trend of RMVE interest in RTC ideology provides new opportunities
to mitigate the RMVE threat through outreach to traditionalist Catholic parishes and the development of
sources with the placement and access to report on RMVEs seeking to use RTC social media sites or places of
worship as facilitation platforms to promote violence.

. Prepared by the Richmond Division and the Domestic Terrorism Operations Unit; coordinated with

e.) Novus Ordo, short for Novus Ordo Missae, refers to the new order of the Catholic Mass promulgated by Pope Paul VI
in the aftermath of Vatican Il. The Novus Ordo Mass is delivered in the vernacular (as opposed to Latin) and is the normal
form of the Mass in the Roman Rite of the Catholic Church.

f') Legio Christi is not associated with the mainline Roman Catholic religious order known as the Legionaries of Christ, aka
the Legion of Christ.

g.) Analyst Note: Currently, Virginia bans abortion after 26 weeks, 6 days, unless performed by a licensed physician in a
licensed hospital with three physicians certifying that the continuation of the pregnancy will result in death of the pregnant
person or impair their mental or physical health. According to open source reporting, in the aftermath of the Supreme
Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade, Virginia Governor Youngkin has called on state legislators to enact restrictions
that would ban abortions in Virginia after 15 weeks.
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[l Analytic Tradecraft Summary

_ CONFIDENCE: This assessment is made with high confidence based on FBI investigations, local law
enforcement agency reporting, and liaison reporting, with varying degrees of corroboration and access.

_ SOURCING: Reporting in this SPEAR was primarily derived from an FBI Richmond contact with direct
access who reported for the first time, an FBI Portland liaison contact with direct access, an FBI Undercover
Employee (UCE) with direct access, local law enforcement agency reporting with varying degrees of
corroboration and access, and open source reporting. The FBI relied heavily upon FBI investigative case files,
local law enforcement agency reporting, and liaison reporting for the key judgement. Open source information
was instrumental in providing an understanding of current trends in the far right white nationalist movement
and background information on the various RTC and traditionalist Catholic factions.

_ ASSUMPTIONS: The FBI based this assessment on the key assumption that RMVEs will continue to
find RTC ideology attractive and will continue to attempt to connect with RTC adherents, both virtually via social
media and in-person at places of worship.

GAPS: The FBI does not currently know how many RMVE actors aspiring to commit acts of violence
are adhering to RTC ideologies. Additionally, it is unknown if priests or other parishioners within certain RTC
communities are recruiting or radicalizing members or individuals. The FBI does not know how many RTC
communities exist in the US and what, if any associations currently exist between RTC communities/individuals
and other Domestic Violent Extremist groups.

_ ALTERNATIVES: The FBI did not include an Analysis of Alternatives in this SPEAR due to the quality of
the source information and the lack of significant uncertainties.

ANALYTIC LINE: (JJll This is the first FBI SPEAR highlighting the focus on the interest of RMVEs
in the RTC movement. This product is based on a FBI Richmond Domain Perspective on the same topic.
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.) Warnings & Caveats:

. I < information marked-) in this document is the property of the Federal

Bureau of Investigation and may be distributed to government (federal, state, tribal, or focal) employees and
contractors with a need to know. It contains information that may be exempt from public release under the
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552). Dissemination to the public, the media, or other personnef who do not
have a need to know without prior approval of an authorized FBI official is prohibited. Precautions must be taken
to ensure this information is controlled, stored, handied, transmitted, distributed, and disposed of in @ manner
that precludes unauthorized access.

l ) Potential criminality exhibited by certain members of a group referenced herein does not negate nor is it a
comment on the constitutional rights of the group itself or its members to exercise their rights under the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The FBI does not investigate, collect, or maintain information on U.S.
persons solely for the purpose of monitoring activities protected by the First Amendment.

' Endnotes:

. ' Website | Salon | "White Nationalists Get Religion: On the Far-Right Fringe, a Catholics and Rascists Forge a
Movement" | 12 May 2022 | https://www.salon.com/2022/05/12 /nationalists-get-religion-on-the-far-right-fringecatholics-
and-forge-a-movement/ | Accessed on 5 December 2022.

2 ') Website | Salon | "Traditional” Catholics and White Nationalist “Groypers" Forge a New Far-Right Youth Movement" |
13 May 2022 | https://www.salon.com/2022/05/13/trad-catholics-and-nationalist-groypers-forge-anew-far-right-youth-
movement/ | Accessed on 5 December 2022.

3. Website | The Atlantic | "How Extremist Gun Culture is Trying to Co-opt the Rosary" | 14 August 2022 |
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/08/radical-traditionalist-catholic-christian-rosary-weapon/671122/ |
Accessed on 5 December 2022.

) FBI | FD-302 |_ {25 November 2022 | 8 December 2022 | "I] Interview of
. Lady of Fatima Catholic Chapel” | ||| G | source wes 2

|28 November 2022 | 5 December 2022 | “{
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Source was

Calls from 1 May to 27 June 2021" |
I r8! | FD-302 |
Documents from Search Warrant” |
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From: M ) 5

Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2023 8:50 AM

To: Meador, Stanley M. (RH) (FB1); [ IR RH) (F8)): (RH) (FBI)
Subject: RE: Richmond Intel Product, referenced in news ---

RMTFRUserProp: Personal Email (Nonrecord)

SentinelCaseld: Personal Email (Nonrecord)

Classification: [N

Nonrecord
Good copy

Respectfully

ASAC , National Security Branch
Richmond Field Office

Office:
Mobile

From: Meador, Stanley M. (RH) (FBI)
Sent: Thursday, February 9, 2023 8:12 AM

Su ject: FW: Richmond Intel Product, referenced in news -— —
Classification: [

Start from the bottom. Let’s discuss shortly.

Stanley

From: Ugoretz, Tonya L. (D) (FBI)F
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2023°7:

To: S <) )
' P (RH) (FBI)

>; Wells, Robert R. (CTD) (FBI)
b; Turner, Suzanne (INSD) (FBI)
>: (OCA) (FBI)

; Coakley, Miriam M. (OGC} (FBI)
b; Meador, Stanley M. {RH)

; Jones, Jason Allen (OGC) (FBI)
; Dunham, Christopher G. (OCA) (FBI)
/> (CTD) (FBI)

: Milhoan, Catherine L. (OPA) (FBI

>; Goodwater, Douglas M. (OPA) (FBI)

; OPA) (FBI)

(OPA) (FBI
(OGC) (FBI)
Rojas, Rachel L. (InTO) (FBI

s S. (SecD) (FBI) ; Platt, Lon Stuart (OPR) (FBI)
(D1) (FBI) : (D1) (FBI)

S7

; Beidler,
Byron, Pamela
- Hardiman, Kellie M. (CTD)




(FBI) (CTD) {FBI)
(CTD) (FBI - Decker, Eric L. (D1) (FBI
Subject: RE: Richmond Intel Product, referenced in news -

Good morning,

We understand there is discussion of recalling this Domain Perspective. DI conducted a preliminary review of the
product’s analytic tradecraft to help inform that decision, with the following key takeaways:

* With respect to sourcing {in particular, SPLC): SPLC has been a source for statistics and data not otherwise
avatlable to law enforcement. However, this product cites more subjective information from SPLC (a list of hate
groups) without examining SPLC’s threshold for determining a hate group or explanation of how that threshold
aligns with the FBI's definition.

o Tradecraft standards require describing the quality and credibility of underlying sources. This product’s
Source Summary Statement does not address factors that would affect the quality and credibility of
SPLC as a source for subjective information, such as its previously issuing apologies and retracting its
naming of individuals or groups as extremist.

o Inadditoin, since the hate group identified in this case was related to a branch of a religious group,
there should have been maore care to caveat this information.

= Assumptions: CTD notes befow that this product “is the only finished intelligence product to specifically address
RMVE’s interest in radical-traditionalist catholic ideology of which we are aware.” This product states RMVE
interest in RTC ideology as a fact and proceeds from that assumption without substantiation. A more logical first
product on this topic would have {aid out the author’s assessment of a connection between RTC ideology and
violence or extremism so that assessment could have been appropriately reviewed.

We will share our fuller read with CTD and welcome any questions,

Thanks,
Tonya

o) o

Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2023 6:03 PM
To: Ugoretz, Tonya L. (D)) (F8)) [ : Co:'ey, Miriam M. (OGC) (FBI)

F ; Meador, Stanley M. (RH)

; Jones, Jason Alien (OGC) (FBI)
: Dunham, Christopher G. (OCA) (FBI)
(CTD) (FBI)
Milhoan, Catherine L. (OPA) (FBI)

(OPA) (FBI)
(OPA) (F
FBI (OGC) (FBI)
(O ; Rojas, Rachel L. (InTO) (FBI
ouglas S. (SecD) (FBI) ; Platt, Lon Stuart (OPR) (FBI)
(Di) (FBI (D1) (FBI)
(F8I) r (CTD) (FBI)
(CTD) (FBI)

Subject: RE: Richmond Intel Product, referenced in news --- ||| R R R R

98

Beidler,
: Byron, Pamela




crassiticacion: [N

Transitory
Miriam:

Per our conversation this afternocon —

CTD’s analysis of the racially or ethnically motivated violent extremist (RMVE) threat does not align with FBI Richmond’s
analysis. The FBI does not use the phrase “radical traditionalist catholic” to define any domestic terrorism threat
category. Further, the FBI does not open investigations based upon first amendment protected activities, such as
religion. The leaked internal-only intelligence product referenced in the article is the only finished inteliigence product te
specifically address RMVE’s interest in radical-traditionalist catholic ideology of which we are aware. CTD does not assess
there is a significant linkage between RMVE actors and this ideology which would necessitate further FBI interest, analysis,
orintelligence collection efforts. FBI engagement with all communities of faith to provide educational materials on
indicatars of mobilization helps protect those communities by allowing them to recognize potential violent actors before
violence occurs against their congregants or other members of the community. When describing ideologically-motivated
violent extremists, such as RMVEs, the FBI focuses first and foremost on violence, criminal activity and violation of federal
law. Political or religious affiliations (such as “far-right”) are not used to describe or identify violent extremists. Some
portions of the paper referenced in the article do not adhere to these FBI standards.

A query of Sentinel identified 13 documents and 5 attachments that included the term, "radical traditionalist catholic" or
“Radical-Traditionalist Catholic”:

1. The leaked product:
a. On 24 January 2023, FBI Richmond serialized the Domain Perspective titled, “Interest of Racially or
Ethnically Motivated Violent Extremists in Radical-Traditionalist Catholic Ideology Almost Certainly
Presents New Mitigation Opportunities” {_). The case file [}
was opened on 17 May 2013 and is still open.

On 6 February 2023, FBI Tampa serialized a “CT Intel Monthly Roundup,” which cited the FBI Richmond
orocivc D . - - /- I - cv-< o 2

May 2018 and is still open.

2. 0On 23 September 2022, the National Threat Operations Center serialized its weekly Domain Awareness tips,

which included an attachment listing the tips; one of the tips cited the Southern Poverty Law Center {SPLC)

website, https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/intelligence-report/2007/12-anti-semitic-radical-traditionalist-

catholic-groups R - o< il

as opened on 15 October 2020 and is still open.

3. On 15 August 2018, FBI Boston opened a Guardian ([l based on an individual who called the FBI Public
Access Line (PAL} and reported possible involuntary servitude/human trafficking by “Slaves of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.” According to the Guardian, an open source search of “Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary”
identified a Southern Poverty Law Center article that described it as a “radical traditionalist catholic religious
order.” On 16 August 2018, FBI Boston converted the Guardian to a Type 1 Assessment ||| K C'osed).
which was closed on 15 November 2018.

4. On7 March 2018, FBI Los Angeles serialized a FOIA release, which included a paragraph about “radical
traditionalist Catholics,” which was identified as coming from the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) ([}

, Serial 3759). The case file was opened on 12 January 2010 and closed on 6 August

2012.

5. On 15 August 2017, FBI Indianapolis serialized an “Indiana Open Source Bulletin,” which cited the Southern
Poverty Law Center (SPLC) as stating “radical traditional catholic” hate groups were operating in Indiana [}

The case file as opened on 5 June 2011 and is still open.

6. On6July 2016, FBI Milwaukee serialized a Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) document titled_“The Year in Hate
and Extremism,” which included “radical traditional catholic” groups as hate groups -
The case file as opened on 30 June 2016 and is still open.
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7. ATF report titled, “Northern Border Extremists, Overview of American/Canadian Extremists”:

a. On 27 May 2015, FBI Boston serialized a copy of a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
(ATF) report titled, “Northern Border Extremists, Overview of American/Canadian Extremists,” dated 1
December 2008, which cites hate groups identified by the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), including
“radical traditional catholic” groups ||| [ GGG e c2s¢ fic TG -
opened on 15 May 2002 and is still open.

b. On 26 February 2016, FB| San Francisco serialized a Guardian<jji§. and attached documents
titled, “U ATT_18.pdf” and “U ATT_20.pdf,” which included copies of a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives {ATF) report titled, “Northern Border Extremists, Overview of American/Canadian
Extremists,” dated 1 December 2008, which cites hate groups identified by the Southern Poverty Law

Center {SPLC), including “radical traditional catholic” groups (*). The case file

*was opened on 13 January 2009 and is still open.

8. On 24 June 2014, FBI Minneapolis serialized a document citing open source research on the Southern Poverty
Law Center (SPLC), and the document stated the SPLC maintained a list of hate groups. which included “radical
traditionalist catholic” groups [— B The case file *was opened on 24
June 2014 and closed on19 May 2019.

9. The RESTRICTED case file is marked as a sensitive investigative matter (SIM) involving:
Domestic Public Official; Domestic Political Candidate; and Domestic Political Organization or an individual
Prominent in Such an Organization. The case file was opened on 3 March 2006 and closed on 25 September 2018.
The following documents in the case file cite the phrase “radical traditionalist catholic”:

a. On 31 Janyary 1, a restricted document citing the phrase “radical traditionalist catholic” was filed to
*. The serial and case file are restricted.
On & September 2010, a restricted document citing the phrase “radical traditionalist catholic” was filed to
|
10. On 9 luly 20089, FBI Indianapolis serialized a Domestic Terrorism Domain Threat Assessment, which cited the
Southern Poverty Law Center as identifying 16 “hate groups” active in their domain, to include two “radical
traditionalist catholic” groups {
11. On 16 April 2009, FBI| Buffalo serialized an intelligence assessment to provide baseline information on the threat
and scope of civil rights in Buffalo { and ). The
document states, “The Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) identified four active hate groups within the Buffalo
jurisdiction and classified them as black separatist, white nationalist, radical traditionalist catholic and general hate

groups.” The case file as opened on S October 2005 and closed on 28 February 2018. The case
file was opened on 22 December 2006 and is still open.

b.

CTD defers to DI for any further comment/action/assessment.

Unit Chief - CT Executive Staff
Desk:
Cell:

From: Ugoretz, Tonya L. (D) (FBI)

Sent: Wednesday, February 08,2023 4:06 PM
To: Coakley, Miriam M. (OGC) (FBI)
; Meador, Stanley M. (RH) (FBI)
Jones, Jason Allen (OGC) (FBI)
. Dunham, Christopher G. (OCA) (FBI)

I O )
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(RH} (FBI)

Wells, Robert R. (CTD) (FBI)

Turner, Suzanne (INSD) (FBI)
i (OCA)

(CTD)




B ; I ) (75)
; Goodwater, Douglas M. (OPA) (FBI)

(OPA) (FBI) (OPA) (FBI)
(OPA) (FBI)
(OGC) (FBI)
(OGC) (FBI) Rojas, Rachel L. (InTO) (FBI

ouglas S. (SecD) (FBI) ; Platt, Lon Stuart (OPR) (FBI)
(D1) (FBI) ; (DI) (FBI)
Subject: RE: Richmond Intel Product, referenced in news --

Thank you. + DAD Pam Byron and A/SC-for Dl

For the background of ALCON, this product type, a Domain Perspective, is an FBI product intended to highlight how a
shift or new development related to an environmental variable (EV} may affect threats or mitigation in a particular
domain. (EVs include demographic shifts, technology development, ecanomic conditions, special events, social/cultural
conditions, etc,)

.
'z

Byron, Pamela

The Field Office’s IPC is the final approver. The product is typically Internal {which seems to be the case here based on
the screen shots in the article). From a quick read, this product’s topics waould have triggered legal review.

From: Coakley, Miriam M. (0GC) (ra!} [ NG -

Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2023 3:25 PM

To: (RH) (FB1)
Meador, Stantey M. (R®) (FBI)

Jones, Jason Allen (OGC) (FBI)
Dunham, Christopher G. {OCA) (FBI
e

; Ugoretz, Tonya L. (DI1) (FBI)
>; Wells, Robert R. (CTD) {FBI)
; Turner, Suzanne (INSD) (FBI)
>: (OCA) (FBI)

(CTD) (FBI) > I (o) (F8)
(DI) (FBI) (opA) (FBI)
>; Goodwater, Douglas M. (OPA) (FBI)

: oPA) (FBI)
(OPA) (FBI)
(0GC) (FBI)

’

Transitory

+ InTo, SecD, and OPR.

From; e (o) (N

Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2023 3:16 PM
; Meador, Stanley M. {RH) (FBI) >;
; Jones, Jason Allen (OGC} (FB) ;

To: Ugoretz, Tonya L. (DI) (FBI)
Wells, Robert R. (CTD} (FBI)

; Dunham, Christopher G. (OCA) (FBI)
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Turner, Suzanne (INSD) (FBI



oca) (s [ (cTD)

5 (CTD) (FBI) : (DI) (FBI)
; Milhoan, Catherine L. (OPA) (FBI) >; Goodwater, Douglas M.
>; (OPA) (FBI) ;

(0Pw) (7o) S

C) (FBI
I ) %! >
Subject: Richmond Intel Product, referenced in news --

Classification:

(OPA) (FBI)
(OPA) (FBI)
(0GC) (FBI)

; Coakley,

r
’

Transitory

Good afternoon.

Responding to s (unclass) email frem 2: 19 today please find attached the product

referenced in the article titled: The FBI Doubles Down on Christians and White Supremacy in
2023.

Public Affairs Specialist
Congressional Liaison
FBI Richmond

1970 East Parham Road
Richmond, Virginia 23228

(S/B)
(Direct line)

Follow us on Twitter - @FBIRichmond
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(RH) (FBI)

From: (RH) (FBI)

Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 9:10 AM

To: RH) F81); [ ;2 e I R e
(RH) (FBI)

Cc:

g (RH) (FBI)
Subject: RE: RMVE/Radical-Traditionalist Catholic DP for Review ———_

RMTFRUserProp: ShortTerm Use Email (Transitory)
SentinelCaseld: Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)
classitication: NG
Transitery

Thanks,-! This product is internal, however, we plan to write an external product and will follow your guidance.

The caveat is on page 6. Should ] use a different caveat? | thought this one seemed to fit best for all three subjects, but |
will change itto whatever you recommend.

Thank you for the review.

reore N~ (<< I
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 9:05 AM
(RH) (FBI) I <+ (=) I
I (RH) (FBi)
Subject: RE: RMVE/Radical-Traditionalist Catholic DP for Review —_

Transitery

(Rl:l) (FBI)

(RH) (FBI)

No issues if thisis internal. If this is external we need to make sure that it is necessary to include individual’s names in
order to understand the product. That lies with the SIA/SSA.

Also, you have the caveat for individual as part of a larger group listed and it says full warning is in caveat section but |
do not see caveat section. Maybe thatis in an attachmentthat is not here.

Otherwise, no issues.

rror: [N <) <) I

Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2023 3:15 PM

(rr) (Fa1) I I
I =+ (Fei)

Subject: RMVE/Radical-Traditionalist Catholic DP for Review _

1

(RH) (FBI)



Export Record//Other System
All — Please see attached draft DT DP co-authored by_ and Yours Truly for requested reviews:

-: For peer review; feel free to make track change edits directly into the Collaboration site version (document title
“Rad-Trad”)

-: For CDC review

-: Requesting a fact-check of footnotes, terminology, etc. pertaining to all things Catholic from our former
seminarian

-: No review required, just FYSA

Thanks,

-

Classification:
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FBI INTERNAL USE ONLY -~ DO NOT DISSEMINATE EXTERNALLY

Domain Perspective |

\

Threat Target/Facilitation Platform
FBI Rickmond

XX January 2023

s documeruis st
Namnings and Handling Caveats: Information Concerning Specific Individuals’ Activities when that Individual

ri of a Group. Fuil textis found in the Warnings and Handling Caveals section.
"his decument is only for FB! internal use. Do not extemally disseminatz this product.
emain Perspective (DP) template approved for fiscal year 2023, as of 1 October 2022,

nterest of Racially or Ethnically Motivated Violent Extremists in
Radical-Traditionalist Catholic Ideology Almost Certainly Presents New
Mitigation Opportunities

.xccutive Summary

-'BI Richmond assesses the increasingly observed interest of racially or ethnically
motivated violent extremists (RMVEs) in radical-iraditionalist Catholic (RTC)* ideology almost
certainly® presents opportunities for threat mitigation by exploring new avenues for tripwire and
source development. FBY Richmond makes this assessment with high confidence® based on FBI
investigations, local law enforcement agency reporting, and liaisen reporting, with varying
degrees of corroboration and access.

_n making this assessment, FBI Richmond relied on the key assumption that RMVEs
will continue to find RTC ideology attractive and will continue to attempt to connect with RTC
adherents, both virtually via social media and in-person at places of worship. Indicators that
would cause FBI Richmond to revise the judgments or confidence levels in its assessment
include increases or decreases in RMVE subjects’ attendance at RTC or traditionalist Catholic
places of warship; increases er decreases in RMVE subjects’ activity on social media platforms
and forums maintained or frequented by RTCs; or the public distancing of prominent RTC or
traditionalist Catholic personalities or institutions from RMVE ideologies. FBI Richmond
assesses RMVE interest in RTC:s is likely to increase over the next 12 to 24 months in the run-up

* Il Analyst Note: RTCs are typically characteriaed by the rejection of the Second Vatican Council (Vatican I1) as
a valid church ceuncil; disdain fer most of the popes elecied since Vatican I, panticularly Pope Francis and Pope
John Paul 1T; and frequent adherence to anti-Semitic, anti-immigrant, anti-LGBTQ, and white supremacist ideology.
Radical-traditionalist Catholics compose a small minority of overall Roman Catholic adherents and are separate and
distinct from “traditionalist Catholics™ who prefer the Traditional Latin Mass and pre-Vatican Ll teachings and
traditions, but without the more exiremist ideological beliefs and violen rhetoric. Vatican I} took place from 1962-
1965 and essentially shaped the modern Roman Rite Catholic Church. It was intended to help the church respond to
global cultural changes in the aftermath of World War Il and resulted in significant reforms 10 the liturgy, attitudes
t non-Christian rcligions, roles and responsibilitics of the laity, views on religious freedom, cte.

3 ee Appendix B: Expressions of Likelihood.

v ee Appendix C: Confidence in Assessments and Judgments Based on a Body of Information.
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to the next general election cycle, adding-eamplexity-tocomplicating the overall RMVE threat
picture while also creating new redes-of public-intersectionthat-can-be

fortheropportunities for mitigation efforts. During this same period, the overall RTC community
is likely to remain relatively stable or show-thedest-grow_medestivik, providing RMVEs a
persistent Catholic-oriented base with which to interact. FBI Richmond did not include an
Analysis of Alternatives in this product due to the quality of the source information and the lack
of significant uncertainties.

-Sourcc Summary Statement

meporﬁng in this Domain Perspective (DI*) was primarily derived fram an FBI Richmond contact
cess who reported for the first time, an FBI Portland {iaison contact with direct access, an FBI
Undercover Employee with direct access, local law enforcement agency reporting with varying degrees of
corroboration and access, and open source reporting. FBI investigative case files, local law enfercement agency
reporting, and liaison reporting were critical to the development of the DP's overali assessments hy providing
credible examples of RMVE actors expressing interest in and/or actively adopting RTC ideology. Open source
information was instrumzental in providing an understanding of current trends in the fiar right white nationalist
movement and background information on the various RTC and traditionalist Catholic factions. Theis colection

information eccurred-was dated between 9 July 2020 and 28 November 2022. The reporting was current as of 11
January 2023,

ncreasingly Observed Interest of RMVEs in RTC Ideology Almost
Certainly Presents New Opportunities for Threat Mitigation

- FBI Richmond assesses the increasingly observed interest of RMVESs in RTC
ideology almost certainly presents new opportunities for threat mitigation through the leveraging
of previously unexplored avenues for tripwire and source development. This assessment is hased

demonstrating RMVE actors have sought out and attended traditionalist Catholic houses of
worship, as well as used language indicative of adherence to RTC ideology in social media
postings.

o —\ccording to an FBI Richmond contact with direct access reporting for the
icst time, prior to RMVE actor* early November 2022 arrest he had heen
attending the Society of Saint Pius X¢ (SSPX)-affiliated Qur Lady of Fatima Chapel in

".f\nalystNm:: The Society of SaintPius X ($SPX) isan intemational priestly socicty that promotes the
traditional Catholic priesthood and the celzbration of the traditional Lanin Mass and sacraments, {t is named after
Pope Pius X whese anti-Modernist stance serves as the organization’s inspiration, The SSPX 1s currently considered
“cunonically irtegulas™ (i.e., not in full communion with the Vatican). The SSPX has spawned & number of
offshoots These inciude SSPX-Resisince, aka SSPX-Marian Corps (SSPX-MC), which rejected SSPX attempts to
reconcile with the Vatican, the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter (FSSP), which holds to many of the SSPX beliefs
and practices, but ultimately split from the SSPX-s-e8e¢ lo stay in full communion with the Vatican; and the
Society of Saint Pius V (§SPV), which does not consider Vatican I valid and binding, questions the legitimacy of
all of the popes since Vatican I, and has no canonical standing (i.e., is schismatic).

FRI TS : v v cureoaay |y

sounding. Can we shrplify 10 sonmeiking more plain speak,
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Richmond, Virginia, for approximately seven months and was participating in catechism
classes as part of the process to become baptized.™? Prior to attending Our Lady of
Fatima Chapel, -statcd he wanted to find a church that was “ant-Zionist” and *“anti-
progressive” because “that’s where God lives.™ In exlensive anti-Semitic, anti-
LGBTQ, and racist postings on the social media platform Gab, [JJJjJj c12imed be was a
“radical traditional Catholic Clerical Fascist.” At the time of arrest, eight
Molotoy cockmails, six smoke bombs, one smoke grenade, and fircarms components
consisting of a complete Glock 19 slide/upper receiver, a lower parts kit, a 3D printed
Glock 19 trame, a magazine, and 9 mm ammunition were found in his possession.?

o HAccording to an FBI Portland liaison contact with indirect access, as of
eptember 2021, deceased RMVE suhjectF had previously posted online
that he first sought out a mainline Roman Catholic community that practiced the Novus
Ordo liturgy® and then gravitated to the SSPX. [n a comment posted to an online
discussion group [roted, “T've been trying to be catholic [sic] for 2 years [ went
to a novus ordo church at first then became radicalized by the internet after they told me
10 go away because of fake virusb [sic).” posted a photograph of himsclf
outside of a Catholic church and several pictures Irom inside of the church captioned,
“The holy sacrifice of the mass. Join the Catholic Taliban.” also posted
graphics depicting Jesus holding an assault rifle.® Prior to hm was under
investigation by FBI Portland for his involvement in civil disturbances, vandalism,
threatening communications, weapons violations, and other acts of violence s

furtherio gmeeofhis white supremucist ideology. :| Commenteciil(4]: [ pet peeve alert J

. M\AAccording to an FBI [Uundercover Eem
3 Milwaukee RMVE subject h
Stella Maris Mission Church in San Pedro, California, for over a year prior to his
relocation to Wisconsin. While at Maria Stella Maris Mission, started a security
company,’ i ), to provide armed security for the church.
[ ] plw dther churches and include “fratemal-based™” meetings
and events.” FBI Los Angeles criginally initiated an investigation of [Jjbased on
allegations that was a neo-Nazi with racist and sexist views known te verbally
harass and physically assault those who opposed his positions. ' was a member of
Legio Christif, now known as "Imperium,” an organization that sviolently
opposgsitientowerds LGBTQ individuals. - has attempted to acquire unregistered
"paperless” firearms and large capacity ammunition magazings in the past.?

[P crspective

" v
!\ Cornmented=(5]: Does this nedd to be capitalized? ]

loyee with direct access; as of July .

*l Novus Ordo, short for Novus Ordo Missae, refers to the new order of the Catholic Mass promulgated by Pope
acl VI in the aftermath of Vatican il. The Novus Ordo Mass is delivered in the vemacular (as opposed to Latin)
and is the nomal ferm of the Mass in the Roman Riw of the Catholic Church.
1 Legio Christi is not assoctated with the mainline Roman Catholic religious order known as the Legionaries of
nst, aka the Legion of Christ.
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As of 2021, the Southern Poverty Law Center identified nine RTC hate groups operating in

¢ United States (see Appendix D for a complete list of these groups and their headquarters’
{ocations).” Mereever-eUpen source reporting and FBI investigations have noted a growing
overlap between the [far—rightwhite
the increasing collaboration of the far-right Catholic media outlet Church Militant (and its
activist wing, the Resistance network) with the America First/‘groyper”® movement %! The
ongoing convergence of the far—right white nationalist movement and RTCs was further bronaht
tnte-feensdemonstrated through the prokifesation-efincrease in violent hostility toward abortion-
righitsadvocares orsocial media sites in the run-up to; and aftermath of; the Dobbs v. Jackson
Wonen's Heslth Organization decision that overturned Roe v, Wade 12 Much ef the-trlericiion
bamvesa-fFari-right white nationalists and RTCs iinteract primarily takes online, and
adherents of RTCs and other far—right white nationalist groups frequently share language and
symbuolism, such as crusader references or anti-Semitic discourses.

) This is the first FBI Richmond domain product to focus on the interest of RMVEs in
the KTC movement, A search of FBI databases indicated this is also the first FB] finished
intclligence product to specifically address this environmental variable,

-Ouﬂm)k

#FBI Richmond assesses RMVE interest in RTCs is likely to increase over the next
to 24 months in the run-up 1o the next general election cycle adding complexity to the overalt
RMVE threat picture while also creating new nodes of public intersection that can be targeted 1o

interest to RMVEsiand RTC adherents will remain in the public spotlight. Catalyzing events in
which RMVEs and RTC adherents might have common cause include legislation or judicial
decisions in afeas such as #hortion rights, immigration, affirmative action, and LGBTQ

remain relatively stable or shew-modest-grow_modest|vik based on potential disaffection with
mainline Catholic churches on social issues in the aforementionied areas, providing RMVEs a
persistent Catholic-orientad base with which to interact.

mu‘ Itimately, there may be limits to the level of engagement between RTCs and other
ar-frignt white nationalists. For example, many RTCs consider other forms of Christianity to be
heretical and an over-emphasis on white US nationalism may be off-putting to RTCs of diitferent
cthnicities and countries of origin, Conversely, deep-seated anti-Catholicism remains a
characteristic of many Fai-right white nationalists. Nonetheless, the current trend of RMVE
interest in RTC ideology provides new opportunities to mitigate the RMVE threat through
outreach to traditionalist Catholic parishes™ and the development of sources with the placement

s The term “gEroyper” refers to followers of Nick Fuentes's alt-right “Amwerica First” movement lwhich is
charactenzed by its white Chnistian nationalisi platform.
" According fo officinil websites for the respective o1ganizations, there are both SSPX and FSSP houses of
worship in the FBI Richmond AOR. There are no formally recognized SSPX-MC or SSPV houses of worship in the
FBl Richmond AOR.

FBIINTERNAL USE ONLY — DONOT DISSEMINATE EXTERNALLY
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and access to report on RMVEs seeking to use RTC social media sites or places of worship as
facilitation platforms to promote violence.

i~ telligence Gaps

FFBI Richmond established the following FY2023 Priority Collection Gap to drive
collection against factors motivating RMVEs to commit violence, which may include increased
religiosity and/or adherence to extreme religious teachings:

. What are the catalysts for RMVESs t0 commit ¢riminal or violent acts in FBI
ichmend’s arca of responsibility (ACR)? [RH-GAP-0023-CTD-491-23)

F) In addition, the following FBI Requirement Issue-and Essential Element of
nformation focuses on RMVE actors adhering to ideologies which may be associated with
aspirations to conduct criminal activity or acts of violence:

° _ldentify instances of RMVEs' increasing adherence 1o, or merging of,
relatively novel ideological themes to promote and/er warrant carrying out violence or

other criminal activity. [Citation: USA-TERR-CTD-SR-1185-22.1.A 8]

[ Opportunities

. Fln addition to our Lady of Fatima Chapel, engage in outreach to the
cadership ot ather SSPX chapels in the FBI Richmond AOR to sensitize these
congregations to the warning signs of radicalization and enlist their assistance to serve as
suspicious activity tripwires. The following are the formally recognized SSPX chapels in
the FBI Richmond AOR:

o mmaculate Heart of Mary Chapel, 5267 John Marshall Highway, Linden,
Virginia 22642; mailing address P.O. Box 1344, Front Royal, Virginia 22630;
telephone number 603-244-6643

o Our Lady of Fatima Chapel, 5217 Futura Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23231;
telephone number 804-222-3530

o St1. Thomas Aquinas Seminary,’ 1208 Archbishop Lefebvre Avenue, Dillwyn,
irginia 23936; telephone number 434-505-7007, fax number 5€7-216-6243

. Engage in outreach with the leadership of St. Joseph Parish (828 Buford
Road, Richmond, Virginia; telephone number 804-320-4932 fax number 804-451-1009),
| . . 0 .
the sole FSSP bpostolaw, in the FBI Richmond AOR, to sensitize the congregation to the

‘I \ccording to the official SSPX website, St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary is the only SSPX seminary curently
operating in the United States.
FBI INTERNAL USE ONLY - DO NOT DISSEMINATE EXTERNALLY
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warning signs of radicalization and enlist their assistance to serve as suspicious activity
tripwires.

Based en historical instances of RTC/RMVE actors initially secking out or
attending mainline Catholic parishes, consider outreach to the Diocese of Richmond
Pastoral Center (7800 Carousel l.ane, Richmond, Virginia 23294; telephone number 804-
359-5661, fax number 804-358-9159) to provide background information on the
increasing intersection of RMVE actors and RTC, and enlist the diocesan leadership’s
assistance in sensitizing parishes to the waming signs o fradicalization.

Ise Requests For Collection to leverage existing sources and/or initiatc Type
5§ Assessments to develop new sources with the placement and access to report on

RMVEs frequenting RTC social media platforms/forums/websites, RMVESs currently

attending RTC places of worship, or RMVEs expressing an interest in attending RTC
places of worship.

.Appr‘oval: SIA/IPC RH. (CSCC)
SIA RHJ§ (Criminal/DT)

Il Reviewed by: occeoe IEEGEGERN

. Coordinated with: SA FBI Portland)
IA BI Milwaukee)

.Warning and Caveats

[l Potential criminality exhibited by certain members of a group referenced herein dees not
negate nor is it a comment on the constitutional rights of the group itself or its members to
exercise their rights under the First Amendment 1o the U.S. Constittion. The FBI does not

investigate, collect, or maintain information on U.S. persons solely for the purpose of monitoring
activities protected by the First Amendment.

.FBI Richmond prepared this Domain Perspective. Please direct comments and queries to the FBI Richmond
Intelligence Program al_

FBI INTERNAL USE ONLY - DO NOT DISSEMINATE EXTERNALLY
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.Appendix A: Intelligence Metadata
[l Ervironmental Variable(s)

. . Social/Cultural Conditions

. Threat Issue and Threat Variable(s)
-Addresses the impact of EV(s) on threats cross-programmatically: [1 Yes X No

o Racially or Ethnically Motivated Violent Extremism (RMVE), HQ-CTD-
491-23, FB! Richmond Band Il Threat

o - Threat Variables
. - Threat Actors: RMVEs

. Threat Activities: Use of force or violence in support of
objectives

. ” Facilitation Platform: Social media platforms, RMVE places
ol worship

. “hreat Targets/Victims: Racial or religious minvritics,
immigrants, members of the LGBTQ community, members of the pro-
chaice community

. Key Intelligence Question(s)

. How de ideological, personal, sociopolitical, community, cconomic, behavioral or
other factors contribute to the radicalization and mobilization of violent extremists? (FBI1-

CTD-2-06-23)
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.Appemlix B: Expressions of Likelihood

Phrases such asi“the FBI judges” and “the FBI assesses,” and temmis such as “lil
“probably” convey analyticali judgments and assessments. The chart below app
expressions of likelihood and probability correlate with percentages of ¢hance. Only terais 6f
liketihood should appear in FBI products; the chart includes terms of probability sirictiy for
comparisonias they sometimes appear in reporting of other governmentiagenciesiFuiihermorei
the FBL does notarrive at judgments through statisticalianalysis;iand will not use terms of
probability to convey uncertainty in externaliFBI intelligence producis.

UNCLASSIFIED
Terms ofi A.Imos‘ Yery o m’fighly ot L Yery Almost
Likelihood No Dntiket Unlilcly Even Likely Likely Certainly)
BEITO0 Chance HheHf Chance ; i

. ‘=l Y " y

Terms ofi R Highly Improbable E’i‘:‘ﬁ’“ Y Probable Highly Nearly
Probability N Improbable  (Improbably} E)dcls (Probably)  Probabie  Certain
Percentages ; AR 50450, G5,
of Chance -5t F0% i A

[l Table showing terms ofilikelihood aliggned with temms of probability and percenisges 67 ehance.
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ppendix C: Confidence in Assessments and Judgments Based on a Body
o1 Information

QConfidence levelsreflectthe quality and quantity of the source information suppoiting a
Judgment. Consequently, the FBI ascribes high, medium, or low levels of confidence to
assessments, as follows:

l17ich cenfidence generally indicates the FBI's judgments are based on high quality
information from multiple sources. High confidence in a judgment does not imply the assessment
is a factora certainty; such judgments might be wrong. While additional reporting and
infornation sources may change analytical judgroents, such changes are most likely to be
refinementsand not substantial in nature.

[l Medium confidence generally means the information is credibly sourced and plausible but
not of sufficient quality or corroborated sufficiently to warrant a higher level of confidence.
Additional reporting or information sources have the potential to increase the FBI’s confidence
levels or substantively change analytical judgments.

Low confidence generally means the information’s credibilityor plausibility is uncertain,
the information is too fragmented or poorly corroborated to make solid analytic inferences. or the
reliability of the sources is questionable. Absent additional reporting or information sources,
analytical judgments should be considered preliminary in nature.

FBI INTERNAL USE ONLY _ DO NOT DISSEMINATE EXTERNALLY
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Appendix D: Southern Poverty Law Center-Defined £S-Based-RTC Hate
roups_io the United States

Following are the nine RTC hate groups operating in the United States in 2021 as defined by
(e Southern Policy Law Center, followed by the locaiion of their organizational headquarters.

e atholic Apclogetics [ntemational (Greencastle, Pennsylvania)

. atholic Fanily News/CatholicFamily Ministies, Inc. (Niagara Falls, New York)
. “hris or Chaos (Corsicana, Texas)

. Iture Wars/Fidclity Press (Buffalo, New York)

L e Fatima Crusader/[nternational Fatima Rosary Crusade (Buffalo, New York)

] n the Spirit of Chartres Commit:ee (Glenelg, Maryland)

. e Remnan¥The Remnant Press (Forest Lake, Minnesota)

- laves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (Town of Richmond, New Hampshire)

. radition in Action (L.os Angeles, California)

Sonrce. il Website | Southern Poverty Law Center| "Rudical Traditional Catholicism”
hups: S WitWs plcenter.org/fighting-hatesextremi st-files/idedlogy radical-iradutonal-casholicism | Accessed on 12
December2022.

FBI INTERNAL USE
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l' Jebsite | Southern Poverty Law Center | "Radical Traditional Catholicism"
s.//www, splcenter org/fighting-hate/exiremist-files/ideclogy/radical-traditienal-catholicism | Accessed on 12
December 2032
:’) Website | Salon | "White Narionalists Get Religion: On the Far-Right Fringe, a Catholics and Rascists Forge a

ovement” | |2 May 2022 | https://www.salon.com/2022/05/1 2/nationalists-get-religion-on-the-far-right-fringe-
calhollcs and-forge-a-movement/ | Accessed on 5 December 2022

') Websitc | Salon | "Traditional” Cathelics and White Nationalist "Groypers" Forge a New Far-Right Youth
Movement” | 3 May 2022 | https://www.salon.com/2022/05/13/trad- catholics-and- -nationalist-groypers-forge-a-
new-far-right-youth-movement’ | Accessed on 5 December 2022,

) Wehgite | The Atlantie | "How Extremist Gun Culture is Trying to Co-opt the Rosary” | 14 August 2022}

hatps://www.theatlantic.com/ideas‘archive/2022/08/radical-traditionalist-catholic-christian-rosary-weapon/671122/
Accessed on § Decemnber 2022,

FBI INTERNAL USEONLY — DO NOT DISSEMINATE EXTERNALLY

11



EXHIBIT 023



From: Byron, Pamela (Ul)(FBi_>
Sent Wednesday, February 8, 2023 6:11:04 PM
To: (OPA) (I-bi}_; Beidier, Douglas S. (SecD) (FBI)_); Coakley,

Miriam M. (OGC) (FBI) ; Ugoretz, Tonya L. (DI) (FBI)
>; Wells, Robert R. (CTD) (FBI) >; Jones, Jason Allen (OGC) (FBI)

; Turner, Suzanne (INSD) (FBI) >; Dunham, Christopher G. (OCA) {FBI)
I ) ) SR S O
otbi.gov>; (CTD) (FBI) >; I (o) (F5) Il @bizo>

; Goodwater, Douglas M. (OPA) (FBI)

>; Meador, Stanley M.

(OPA) (FBI)
(OPA) (FBI)

OV (OGC) (FB)
D> h (OGC) (FBI) >; Rojas, Rachel L. {InTO) (FBI)
mtt Lon Stuart (OPR) (FB1) [ Hzrciman, Kellie M. (CTD) (FBI)

Subject: RE: Media Request: FBI Richmond Document cites SPLC

As mentioned on FBINET, the type of product leaked is a Domain Perspective (DP) — the purpose of DPs is to offer
information and/or highlight how a shift or new development in an AOR (domain) related to an environmental variable
tould impact the threat uenv'lronment. Environmental variables incdude demographic shifts, technology development,
economic conditions, special events, social/cultural conditions, etc. In particular, the analysis in DPs (as in FBI products
in general) is focused on the aciivity of identified or potential threat actors, not on the environmental variables
themselves, and how those threat actors react o shifts in the environment, and the subseguent impact on the threat
posed by th

b

058 aCiors.

in that context, there are a couple of things to note with this situation:

*  The redacticns in the attached product removed case -related information in both the sourcing/citations at the
end as well as in the main body of the product, including bullets about threat actors and their activities. 'We
defer to CTD and RH on specific characterization of that information, but note that the redacted information
included specifics about predicated cases and threat activity that provide context, without which leave a
misleading and overly simplistic perception of the FBI's activities.

= The purpose of these products is to highlight opportunities for engagement with partners and/or potential
victims, to inctude religious institutions. That outreach (redacted in this product} is mischaracterized in the story
as targeting of these entities, rather than appropriate engagement including potentially even a duty to warn.

We stand by tc assist on any other questions.

Thanks,
Pam

Pamela Byron
Deputy Assistant Director
Directorate of Intelligence / FBi

(desk)
mobiie)

rrom: N (P (F5!) I < biov>
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 4.25 PM

To: Beidier, Douglas § (SE\.LJ)(HSIJI‘T:‘JI gov>; Coakley, Miriam M. (06C) (F81) [ NGB cbicov;
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From: Meador, Stanley M. {RH) (FBI) _>

Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 6:36 PM
To: Jones, Jason Allen (OGC) (FBI) ; Byron, Pamela (DI) (FBI) _>;

(opa) (Fe1) I : G<ic'cr. Douslas S. (SecD) (FB1) | >; Coakley, Miriam M. (OGC) (FBI)
; Ugoretz, Tonya L. (DI) (FBI) >; Wells, Robert R. (CTD) (FBI)
>; Turner, Suzanne (INSD) (FBI) >; Dunham, Christopher G. (OCA) (FBI)

; (OCA (FBI) > (CTD) (FBI)
. (CTD) (FBI)

Cc: Milhoan, Catherine L. (OPA) (FBI) ; Goodwater, Douglas M. (OPA) (FBI)

]
>; (OPA) (FBI) ; GPA) {FBl)
B . - _—
(RH) (FBI) >; (OGC) (FBI)
>; Rojas, Rachel L. (InTO) (FBI)

; Hardiman, Kellie M. (CTD} {FBI)

; (OGC) (FBI)
; Platt, Lon Stuart (OPR) (FBI)

Subject: Re: Media Request: FBI Richmond Document cites SPLC

Thanks Jason,

We agree with Pam's input and do believe the redactions, which included case citings, clearly alter the narrative of
the products intended purpose.. | have asked my team to go direct with CTD on what could possibly be
released as there are other field office equities.

As an additional, | was advised there were prior conversations with HQ on subsequent external release of this product
via an EIR.

Stanley

From: Jones, Jason Allen (0GC} (F81} || | GGG

Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 6:22:03 PM
To: Byron, Pamela (DI) {FBI) >; —(OPA) (FBI) >; Beidler, Douglas S.
{SecD) (FBI) >; Coakley, Miriam M. (OGC) (FBI) ; Ugoretz, Tonya L. (DI) (FBI)
>; Meador, Stanley M. (RH) (FBI) />; Wells, Robert R. (CTD) {FBI|
>; Turner, Suzanne (INSD) (FBI) >: Dunham, Christopher G. (OCA) (FBY)
; (OCA) (FBI) > (CTD) (FBI)
: (CTD) (FBI)

; Goodwater, Douglas M. (OPA) (FBI)

: (OPA) (FBI)
>; (OPA) (FBI)

(OGC) (FBI)
>; Rojas, Rachel L. {InTO) (FBI)
; Hardiman, Kellie M. (CTD} (FBI)

Subject: Re: Media Request: FBI Richmond Document cites SPLC

Very helpful Pam We should consider providing an unredacted or fess redacted version to press inquiries if
operationally appropriate. A good example of an opportunity to fight misinformation with the facts.
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Meador, Sta‘nlez M. (RH) (FBI)

From: Jones, Jason Allen (OGC) (FBI)
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 9:37 PM
To: Turnet, Suzanne (INSD) (F8I); Meador, Stanley M. (RH) (FB!); Byran, Pamela (DI) {FBI);

B O°A) (FB)); Beidier, Douglas S. (SecD) (FBI); Coakley, Miriam M. (OGC)
(FB1); Ugoreiz, Tonya L. (Dl) (FBI); Wells, Robert R. (CTD) {FBI); Dunham, Christopher G.

(OCA) (FBI) ‘MA) (71 [ <70) 7=); I

B cTo) (FBI); (DI (FBY)
Cc Milhoan, Catherine L. (OPA) (FBI); Goodwater, Douglas M. (OPA) (FBI); q
(OPA) (FBI); {OPA) (FBI); (OPA) (FBI);
(OPA) (FBI); (RH) (F_ (OGCQ)
(FBI); (OGC) (FBI); Rojas, Rachel L, (InTO) (FBI); Platt, Lon Stuart
(OPR) (FBI); Hardiman, Kellie M. (CTD) (FBIi)
Subject: Re: Media Request: FBI Richmond Document cites SPLC

I don't disagree. My point is that the leaker is someone whose security has been revoked. And now he is
trash talking the House. | am only suggesting we need to closely and quickly bottom outthe facts. I've
seen this movie before when we react before we have the facts (and have confirmed those facts 3
times.).

From: Turner, Suzanne (INSD} (FBI)
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 9:03:29 PM
To: Meadof, Stanley M. (RH) (FBI)
Pamela (DI} (FBI)

) (FBI)

>; Wells, Robert R. (CTD
- (OCA) (FBI)

(OPA) [FBI)
(OGC) (FBI)
; Rojas, Rachel L. (InTG) (FBI)

; Hardiman, Ke{tie M. (CTD) (FBI)

Subject: RE: Media Request: FBI Richmond Document cites SPLC
Hello,

Just offering a dfffereht view of this leaked document. The indfvidual who redacted this appears to be redacting cafses,
solirces, methods, and names of those who authored the product. Potentially protecting this information not
necessarily changing the meaning of the product. It appears to me the point of leaking the document is to indicate the
FBI is relying on the Sothern Povarty Law Center to define the hates groups the FBI shoufd be focused on. So providfng a
more ulredacted version may not change the narrative regalrding the Sothern Poverty Law Center and the FBI.

Suzahne




EXHIBIT 026



DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE

FEBRUARY 21, 2023

Analytic Tradecraft Review
Richmond Domain Perspective

eadability: Incorporation of Analytic Tradecraft Standards (ATS) throughout the
product would have led to a substantive, defensible product. Not enough questions were
asked about assumptions, biases, and alternatives before the product was approved.
Additionally, at times it was difficult to determine if a sentence was the author’s
opinion/analysis, facts, context, or background. In addition, despite numerous footnotes
providing explanations, it was not clear, if all SSPX Churches referenced in the evidence are
considered RTCs or if all RTCs have the same ideology or practices. {ATS 3: Properly
distinguishing between underlying intelligence information and analyst’s assumptions and
judgments; ATS 6: Clear and logical argumentation]

ain Assessment: The product incorporates the “floating likelihood” concept. in
FY2023, many of our products opened up the possibility of placing thelikelihood anywhere
in the assessment, to include before the “so what.” Domain Perspectives have allowed this
for longer. The consequence to this, seen here, is RMVE interest in RTC ideology is stated as
a fact by the F8I, and how we mitigate that fact is the assessment. Since the assessment of
RMVE interest is not fleshed out, the paper reads (has the implication) RMVE ideology and
RTC ideology align. The fact footnote “a” almost explicitly states that RTC ideology is violent
and extremist without offering any evidence to support their ideology being violent. There is
also a lack of support to demonstrate there has been an “increasingly observed interest” of
RMVEs in RTC. The authors have notestablished a baseline to show an increase in interest.
They only include three evidence bullets discussing three individuals {one is deceased). If
they have it, the authors could have provided more evidence to show the interesthas been
increasing. Although they provide some details in the Perspective, it is not enough to
establish what the baseline was before the “increase”. An Assessment on RMVE's interest,
would ideally have led to analysis establishing a clearer, scoped expression of RMVE interest
in the RTC (i.e. taking advantage of it as a recruitment platform), rather than implying their
violent alignment with RMVEs. [ATS 6: Clear and logical argumentation]

”&ugjng; The source descriptors were not consistent throughout the product
confidence statement, SSS, in-text, endnotes). There are vague descriptors in the
confidence statement and more specific ones in-text. Most of the evidence bullets appear to
be missing some in-text descriptors. in addition, they rely on open source information but
do not provide any details regarding any potential bias/credibility of the sources, including
concerning SPLC. PerICD 203 6.d, analysis should be informed from all relevant information
available. Like ADL, SPLC is an important resource for the FBI because it centrally locates
hate crime information and data the FBI might not otherwise be privy to because it does not
meet federal reporting standards, we didn’t receive reportsvia our law enforcement and
private sector liaison, or because victims of hate crimes might not be comfortable reporting
informationto law enforcement. However, this is where the importance of tradecraft
becomes essential, and not purely academic. Per ATS 1, we should be describing the quality
and credibility of underlying sources. The SPLC has a history of having to issue apologies and
retract groups and individuals they have identified as being extremist or hate groups. The

i



source summary statement does notaddress these factors that would affect the qualityand
credibility of the sourcing. Here is an example of another SSS that attempts to addresses the
SPLC'’s credibility related to RMVE groups: “The open source reporting provided
corroboration to this assessment; further, the open source articles published by ABC News,
NBC News, CNN, the Daily Beast, and The Texas Tribune indicate no known partialities;
however, Southern Poverty Law Center, Center for Countering Digital Hate, and Human
Rights Campaign could have potential partialities, although they indicated thorough
research in theirreporting.” Since this was reporting on a religious branch of Catholicism
that SPLC identified as a hate group, there should have been extra care to caveat the
information, which was more subjective than statistical, and examine SPLCs threshold for
determining a hate group and explain how it aligns or differs from the FBI’s definition. [ATS
1: Properly describes quality and credibility of underlying sources)

L -Assumﬂions: There are some unstated key assumptions that should have been
included. For example, a major assumption that shouid have been stated is the FBI assumes
RTCs will not internally mitigate the threat by reporting RMVEs to LE or removing them from
congregations/organizations. In addition, aren’t we assuming the RMVEs are attending
these churches because of ideological reasons and not simply to participate in amore
traditional Catholic mass or practice Catholicism? [ATS 3: Properly distinguishing between
underlying intelligence information and analyst’s assumptions and judgments]

° - Perspective: While they provide information from open sourcein the Perspective
detailing alleged connections between farright Catholics/RTCs and other groups, there is no

information in the Perspective regarding FBI investigations showing a growing overlap
despite stating there was. The Perspective would be the place they could establish the
baseline if the assessment is about an “increasingly observed interest” in RTC.

. -Qnalxsis of Alternatives (AoA): Because this product is assessing mitigation
opportunities, there was no need for an AoA. However, if it would have assessed RMVE’s

interest, the evidence should have prompted an alternative interpretation. [ATS 4:
Incorporate AoA]

° -M: Because RTC was conflated with RMVE ideology. the Outlook indicates
we should liaison with traditionalists, but not RTCs. While worded carefully to ensure our
source recruitment focus is on RMVEs, examining assumptions, biases, and alternatives
perhaps would have affected how the Outlook was written to inciude establishing tripwires
with RTC organizations should our assumption they wouldn’t internally mitigate the threat
be incorrect. In addition, it was not clear how the main Outlook assessment differed from
the main assessment as they both assessed an “increase”. The Outlook seemed to focus
more on the RTCs instead of the RMVEs. The intent of some sentences in the Outlook was
not clear. [ATS 5: Custamer relevance; ATS 6: Clear and logical argumentation]
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DirECTIVE
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02 January 2015

Analytic Standards

A. AUTHORITY: The Nationa! Security Act of 1947, as amended; the
Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004; Executive
Order 12333, as amended, Presidential Policy Directive/PPD-28; and
other applicable provisions ef law.

B. PURPOSE

1. This Intelligence Coramunity Directive (ICD) establishes the
Intelligence Community (IC) Analytic Standards that govern the
production and evaluation of analytic products; articulates the
responsibility of intelligence analysts to strive for excellence, integrity,
and rigor in their analytic thinking and work practices; and delineates the
role of the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) Analytic
Ombuds.

2. This Directive supersedes ICD 203, Analytic Standards, dated 21
June 2007, and rescinds ICPM 2006-200-2, Role of the Office of the
Director of National Intelligence Analytic Ombudsman.

C. APPLICABILITY

1. This ICD applies to the IC, as defined by the National Security Act
of 1947, as amended; and to such elements of any other department or
agency as may be designated an element of the IC by the President, or
jointly by the Director of National Intelligence (DNI) and the head of the
department or agency concemed.

2. This Directive does not apply to purely law enforcement
information. When law enforcement information also contains
intelligence or intelligence-related information, this Directive shall apply
only to the intelligence or intelligence-related information and analysis
contained therein.

D. POLICY

1. The IC Analytic Standards are the core principles of intelligence
analysis and are to be applied across the IC. IC Analytic Standards shall
be applied in each analytic product in a manner appropriate to its purpose,
the type and scope of its underlying source information, its production
timeline, and its customers. IC elements may create supplemental analytic
standards that are tailored to their particular missions.

2. The IC Analytic Siandards are the foundational assessment criteria
for a regular program of review of IC analytic products. Each IC element
shall maintain a program of product evaluation using the IC Analytic
Standards as the core elements for assessment criteria.
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3. The IC Analytic Standards serve as a common IC foundation for developing education
and training in analytic skills. The results of analytic product evaluations will be used to
improve materials and programs for education and training in analytic knowledge, skills,
abilities, and tradecraft.

4. The Standards also promote a common ethic for achieving analytic rigor and excellence,
and for personal integrity in analytic practice. Adherence to IC Analytic Standards is
safeguarded by the ODNI Analytic Ombuds, who addresses concerns regarding lack of
objectivity, bias, politicization, or other issues in Standards application in analytic products.

5. The Standards promote the protection of privacy and civil liberties by ensuring the
objectivity, timeliness, relevance, and accuracy of personally identifiable information (PII) used
in analytic products. Analysts should include PII in products only as it relates to a specific
analytic purpose (e.g., necessary to understand the foreign intelligence or counterintelligence
information or assess its importance), consistent with IC element mission and in compliance with
IC element regulation and policy, including procedures to prevent, identify, and correct errors in
PIL

6. The IC Analytic Standards guide analysis and analytic production. All IC analytic
products shall be consistent with the following five Analytic Standards, including the nine
Analytic Tradecraft Standards.

a. Objective: Analysts must perform their functions with objectivity and with
awareness of their own assumptions and reasoning. They must employ reasoning techniques and
practical mechanisms that reveal and mitigate bias. Analysts should be alert to influence by
existing analytic positions or judgments and must consider alternative perspectives and contrary
information. Analysis should not be unduly constrained by previous judgments when new
developments indicate a modification is necessary.

b. Independent of political consideration: Analytic assessments must not be distorted
by, nor shaped for, advocacy of a particular audience, agenda, or policy viewpoint. Analytic
judgments must not be influenced by the force of preference for a particular policy.

c. Timely: Analysis must be disseminated in time for it to be actionable by customers.
Analytic elements have the responsibility to be continually aware of events of intelligence
interest, of customer activities and schedules, and of intelligence requirements and priorities, in
order to provide useful analysis at the right time.

d. Based on all available sources of intelligence information: Analysis should be
informed by all relevant information available. Analytic elements should identify and address
critical information gaps and work with collection activities and data providers to develop access
and collection strategies.

e. Implements and exhibits Analytic Tradecraft Standards, specifically:

(1) Properly describes quality and credibility of underlying sources, data, and
methodologies: Analytic products should identify underlying sources and methodologies upon
which judgments are based, and use source descriptors in accordance with ICD 206, Sourcing
Requirements for Disseminated Analytic Products, to describe factors affecting source quality
and credibility. Such factors can include accuracy and completeness, possible denial and
deception, age and continued currency of information, and technical elements of collection as
well as source access, validation, motivation, possible bias, or expertise. Source summary
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statements, described in ICD 206, are strongly encouraged and should be used to provide a
holistic assessment of the strengths or weaknesses in the source base and explain which sources
are most important to key analytic judgments.

(2) Properly expresses and explains uncertainties associated with major analytic
judgments: Analytic products should indicate and explain the basis for the uncertainties
associated with major analytic judgments, specifically the likelihood of occurrence of an event or
development, and the analyst’s confidence in the basis for this judgment. Degrees of likelihood
encompass a full spectrum from remote to nearly certain. Analysts’ confidence in an assessment
or judgment may be based on the logic and evidentiary base that underpin it, including the
quantity and quality of source material, and their understanding of the topic. Analytic products
should note causes of uncertainty (e.g., type, currency, and amount of information, knowledge
gaps, and the nature of the issue) and explain how uncertainties affect analysis (e.g., to what
degree and how a judgment depends on assumptions). As appropriate, products should identify
indicators that would alter the levels of uncertainty for major analytic judgments. Consistency in
the terms used and the supporting information and logic advanced is critical to success in
expressing uncertainty, regardless of whether likelihood or confidence expressions are used.

(a) For expressions of likelihood or probability, an analytic product must use one
of the following sets of terms:

almost no very unlikely roughly likely very almost
chance unlikely even chance likely certain(ly)
remote highly improbable roughly probable highly | nearly certain

improbable | (improbably) | even odds | (probably) | probable

01-05% 05-20% 20-45% 45-55% 55-80% 80-95% 95-99%

Analysts are strongly encouraged not to mix terms from diffierent rows. Products that do mix
terms must include a disclaimer clearly noting the terms indicate the same assessment of
probability.

(b) To avoid confusion, products that express an analyst’s confidence in an
assessment or judgment using a “confidence level” (e.g., “high confidence”) must not combine a
confidence level and a degree of likelihood, which refers to an event or development, in the same
sentence.

(3) Properly distinguishes between underlying intelligence information and analysts’
assumptions and judgments: Analytic products should clearly distinguish statements that convey
underlying intelligence information used in analysis from statements that convey assumptions or
judgments. Assumptions are defined as suppositions used to frame or support an argument;
assumptions affect analytic interpretation of underlying intelligence information. Judgments are
defined as conclusions based on underlying intelligence information, analysis, and assumptions.
Products should state assumptions explicitly when they serve as the linchpin of an argument or
when they bridge key information gaps. Products should explain the implications for judgments
if assumptions prove to be incorrect. Products also should, as appropriate, identify indicators
that, if detected, would alter judgments.
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(4) Incorporates analysis of alternatives: Analysis of alternatives is the systematic
evaluation of diffiering hypotheses to explain events or phenomena, explore near-term outcomes,
and imagine possible futures to mitigate surprise and risk. Analytic products should identify and
assess plausible alternative hypotheses. This is particularly important when major judgments
must contend with significant uncertainties, or complexity (e.g., forecasting future trends), or
when low probability events could produce high-impact results. In discussing alternatives,
products should address factors such as associated assumptions, likelihood, or implications
related to U.S. interests. Products also should identify indicators that, if detected, would affect
the likelihood of identified alternatives.

(5) Demonstrates customer relevance and addresses implications: Analytic products
should provide information and insight on issues relevant to the customers of U.S. intelligence
and address the implications of the information and analysis they provide. Products should add
value by addressing prospects, context, threats, or factors affecting opportunities for action.

(6) Uses clear and logical argumentation: Analytic products should present a clear
main analytic message up front. Products containing multiple judgments should have a main
analytic message that is drawn collectively from those judgments. All analytic judgments should
be effectively supported by relevant intelligence information and coherent reasoning. Language
and syntax should convey meaning unambiguously. Products should be internally consistent and
aclnowledge significant supporting and contrary information affecting judgments.

(7) Explains change to or consistency of analytic judgments: Analytic products
should state how their major judgments on a topic are consistent with or represent a change from
those in previously published analysis, or represent initial coverage of a topic. Products need not
be lengthy or detailed in explaining change or consistency. They should avoid using boilerplate
language, however, and should make clear how new information or different reasoning led to the
judgments expressed in them. Recurrent products such as daily crisis reports should note any
changes in judgments; absent changes, recurrent products need not confirm consistency with
previous editions. Significant differences in analytic judgment, such as between two IC analytic
elements, should be fully considered and brought to the attention of customers.

(8) Makes accurate judgments and assessments: Analytic products should apply
expertise and logic to make the most accurate judgments and assessments possible, based on the
information available and known information gaps. In doing so, analytic products should present
all judgments that would be useful to customers, and should not avoid difficult judgments in
order to minimize the risk of being wrong. Inherent to the concept of accuracy is that the
analytic message a customer receives should be the one the analyst intended to send. Therefore,
analytic products should express judgments as clearly and precisely as possible, reducing
ambiguity by addressing the likelihood, timing, and nature of the outcome or development.
Clarity of meaning permits assessment for accuracy when all necessary information is available.

(9) Incorporates effective visual information where appropriate: Analytic products
should incorporate visual information to clarify an analytic message and to complement or
enhance the presentation of data and analysis. In particular, visual presentations should be used
when information or concepts (e.g., spatial or temporal relationships) can be conveyed better in
graphic form (e.g., tables, flow charts, images) than in written text. Visual information may
range from plain presentation of intelligence information to interactive displays for complex
information and analytic concepts. All of the content in an analytic product may be presented
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visually. Visual information should always be clear and pertinent to the product’s subject.
Analytic content in visual information should also adhere to other analytic tradecraft standards.

E. RESPONSIBILITIES
1. The Deputy DNI for Intelligence Integration (DDNI/II) shall:

a. Confirm and direct the application of these Analytic Standards by IC elements in
analytic intelligence products;

b. Conduct an IC-wide program of periodic review and evaluation of analytic
intelligence products, guided by the annual identification of functional or geographical areas of
analysis for specific review:

(1) Disseminate ODNI Analytic Tradecraft Standards Evaluation Rating Criteria to
IC elements;

(2) Prepare findings of analytic intelligence product reviews for reporting to
Congress and relevant IC elements;

(3) Develop lessons learned and identify exemplary products for use by IC elements
in training;

(4) Refine the IC-wide program of periodic review and evaluation based on new
lessons learned and best practices identified.

c. AssistIC elements in effective application of the Analytic Standards; and

d. Oversee analytic product evaluation programs in individual IC elements to ensure
standards and practices are compatible with the IC-wide program.

2. The Chief, Analytic Integrity and Standards Group, within the Office of the DDNU/II, is
designated as the ODNI Analytic Ombuds and shall:

a. Be available to ODNI analysts who wish to raise concerns about adherence to
analytic standards (including tradecraft standards) in analytic products;

b. Respond to concemns raised by Community analysts, as appropriate, with fact finding,
problem solving, conflict resolution, counseling, and recommendations:

(1) Analysts in IC elements other than the ODNI must first use existing
administrative procedures within their own IC element to raise concemns about adherence to
analytic standards;

(2) When these internal administrative procedures have been exhausted, or when an
analyst believes that those procedures will not preserve confidentiality, the analyst may bring
these concerns to the ODNI Analytic Ombuds;

(3) In such instances, the ODNI Analytic Ombuds will carry out responsibilities in
the same manner as if responding to an ODNI analyst’s concerns. The ODNI Analytic Ombuds
may address concerns that span more than one IC element; and

c. Perform all responsibilities confidentially so that analysts may raise concerns without
fear of reprisal. However, confidentiality will not extend to significant misconduct, to violations
of law or ethics, or when otherwise precluded by law.
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3. Heads of IC elements shall:
a. Ensure that analytic intelligence products produced and disseminated by their clement
properly apply the IC Analytic Standards;

b. Designate an individual or office responsible for responding to concerns raised by the
element’s analysts about adherence to analytic standards (including tradecraft standards) in
analytic products;

¢. Conduct internal programs of review and evaluation of analytic intelligence products
utilizing the IC Analytic Standards as the core criteria, and provide annual status reporting to the
DDNU/II according to DDNVII guidelines; and

d. Ensure that the IC Analytic Standards are properly addressed in their elements’
education and training programs.

F. EFFECTIVE DATE: This Directive becomes effective on the date of signature.

‘ wm@m?— - g ALy 2015

Director of National Intelligence Date
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 [CYGD) —

From: (RH) (FBI)

Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2023 12:37 PM

To: (OGC) (FBI); (OGC) (FBI)
Cc (RH) (FBI); (RH) (FBI);

Subject: E: Need to remove an item from Sentinel in a "Freeze List" file ---
RMTFRUserProp: Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)

SentinelCaseld: Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)

Transitory

-

Richmond is iooking to remave _ from Sentinel. As advised by -with
Richmond concurrence it is being removed pursuant to Policy Directive 0861D, 8.2.5. Pursuant to Policy Directive 06190
Richmond is requesting OGC permission to proceed with the request to remove the serial from Sentinel.

Thanks,

]
ss

Chief Division Counsel
Richmond Division
desk

Confidentiality Statement:
This message is transmitted to you by the Office of the Division Counsel of the Richmond Field Office, Federal Bureau of
Investigation. The message, along with any attachments, may be confidential and legally privileged. If you are not the

intended recipient of this message, please destroy it promptly without further retention or dissemination (unless
otherwise required by law). Please notify the sender of the error by a separate e-mail or by calling

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 9, s M

To: (RH) (FBI)
- N

Subject: RE: Need to remove an item from Sentinel in a "Freeze List" file ---

Classification:

Transitory




Good morning,

if a file is on the freeze list you will have to get permission from OGC to proceed with the PCO request. Since you are
asking prior to submitting the lead, please email_and copy_vn the email. She isthe one
able to give permission for us to do a PCO in any case on the freeze list.

Thanks,

!ecortL Ineratluu Management Specialist

information Mantenance Unit
Biuilding: CRC Room
Phone:

From: RH) (FBI)
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2023 10:23 AM

(RH) (FBI)

Subject: Need to remove an item from Sentinel in a "Freeze List" file --- —
Classification: HEEG

Good morning,

| have been directed by my management/FBI Executive Management to remove a serial from Sentinel and per the
guidance here, because the document is in a “Freeze List” file, IMD cannot process the request and | should reach out to

e “Ifcase s listed on the Freeze list or meets ony of the criteria listed in CPD 06130, IMD is unable to process your
request; for additional guidance e-mail ”

Please contact me ASAP regarding this request at one of the below numbers.

Thanks,

Classification:

93
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From: (RHY'{FB))

Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2023 11:39 AM

To: . (RH) (FBI)

ce &) (7o) I <) (-5 I )
(FBI); (RH) (FBI)

Subject: Follow-up ---

c1assitication: [ N NS

Sir:

It has been removed from RH’s Feedback Loop/FIG Sharepoint and the Intel Portal.

As discussed, 1 am working on the Sentinel removal. Per this guidance document here, “If case is listed on the Freeze list
or meets any of the criteria listed in CPD 0619D, IMD is unable to process your request; for additional guidance e-mail
” That email box notified me “will have to get permission from OGC to proceed with the PCO
request.” | am working with [ NEJEli» coriunction with fJJJJj on the lead/process. The other option as we
discussed is to restrict the four files the product is in. | will proceed with that option with your concurrence.
RMVE Type 3 Assessment INTELPRODs subfile)

. (
. -Type 4 Assessment - Demographic and Social/Cultural Conditions INTELPRODS

subfile)

casefile INTELPORDS subfile)

. (Domain Management Control file)

After discussions with the analysts, this is the timeline of discussions about this product and with whom {from -}:
On 1/3/23- | coordinated with FBI PD and also spoke with them on the phone during this timeframe to receive

concurrence to use information on their subject. | did not provide them with the full product, rather | gave them
context for their subject.

On 1/11/23- | provided the MW-related buliet from the DP to the following individuals from FB MW for the
concurrence. | did not provide the entire DP. Sometime during that same time frame, | spoke with
about the overall product, our investigation, and their subject.

On 1/12/23- ent the full product to the following individuals for review and edits:

95




On 1/13/23- FBI MW concurred with the aforementioned builet on their subject.

Sometime before publication, | discussed the product with DTOU IA_

On 1/24/23, product published.

On 2/02/23 and after - | provided the product which | converted to a draft SPEAR to DTOU for coordination.
DTOU formally reviewed it after it was published and indicated DTOS was aware of the product. DTOU and RH

were formally drafting a joint SPEAR using the same information. DTOU suggested using an EIR.

On 2/08/23, In preparation for the EIR, | reached back out to FBI MW to get concurrence to include their
subject, however, the name of the subject would be masked. FBI MW gave concurrence yesterday on 2/08/23.

Thanks,

96
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I <) G0

From: B ©oco) 7B

Sent: Friday, February 10, 2023 3:21 PM
= - - I ) F3)
Subject: Re: Convo yesterday

Thank you so much!

rrom: [ <+ (-5

Sent: Friday, February 10, 2023 3:15:24 PM

ro: [ (0<c) o) N - ) G-

Subject: Re: Convo yesterday

Good afternoon',
Pursuant to FBIHQ EM and OGC advisement, RH has completed charge out requests

Respectfully,

ASAC

Nationat Security Branch
Richmaond Field Office

(Office}
(Mobile)

rrom: (NN (0O (<)

Sent: Friday, February 10, 2023 3:04:15 PM

) (o - I ) ) S

Subject: Re: Convo yesterday

—, my PLS should be reaching out for confirmation of the casefile number so she can lift the
reeze. Just wanted to give you the heads up.

From: [N ©) (<5 <N

Sent: Friday, February 10, 2023 2:34:28 PM

o ) > -G I ) (- - S

Subject: Re: Convo yesterday

Great, thanks! Will give my folks and IMD the heads up.

rrom: [N (oco) () <

Sent: Friday, February 10, 2023 2:34:23 PM
o I+ ) - B . ) (=) S
Subject: Re: Convo yesterday

Good Afternoon All,

Apologies for reaching out again, but | am being asked to report to the 7th floor as to whether we anticipate that the
lead will be signed offby Richmond and makesit's way to IMD today. The request has been for the charge out process to



be completed befone ECD today and | am trying to juggje schedules of folks from my side in relation to lifting of the
Freeze from our end and IMD's charge out from their end with some foiis iooking to leave this afternoon shortly.

iscovery Counsel to the Litigation Branch

From: (OGC) (FBI)
Sent: Friday, February 10, 2023 1:48:58 PM

e (o) - S . =) =)

Subject: Re: Convo yesterday

Thanlksu-

Apologies for all the conversation and emails today.i The 7th Ficor is breathimg down my neck on this one. Are we just
awaiting sign off from Richmond before it makes it's way 1o IMD?

Tha,pks;

From: H) (7o) -
Sent: Friday, February 10, 2023 1:44:27 PM

To: S 0~ () N ) -5) S

Subject: Re: Convo yesterday

Wilhdoi Copying our NSB ASAC

Ci;ie ' Division Counsel

Richmend Field Office
¥

‘ederal Bureay of Investigation
irect
main

Confidentiality Statement:

This message is transmitted to you by the Office of the Division Counsel for the Ricamond Field Office,) Federal Bureau ofi
Investigation. The message, along with any attachments,may be confidentialand legally privilegeds 1T you are noi ine inended
recipient of thisimessage | please destroy it promptly without furthen retention or dissemination (unless otherwise reguired by
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o o -

SubjectnRea Convo yesterday

Justitalked to VD end they are stamnding by for the lead to make it's way to them.Let me know if you have anyiidea
when they mightiget it? Thank youl

From: (RH) (FBI) _ |

Sent: Friday, February 10, 2023 12:34:11 PM

Yo: (oc) (1)

Subject: Re: Convo yesterday
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¢ WhatisaDP?
E\{ ) A product that answers the broad question “How may EVs affect threats and related
LMM “\_w{.ﬂf threatvariables, or affect the FBI’s ability to mitigate these threats?”
(‘-(10 ? EV in this case: Social/Cultural: “reactions related to conditions affecting the settingin
-m V(M m v * which people live, often related to people’s beliefs or customs; more specifically,
6{}(‘ changes in public acceptance/perception of laws, events, population groups, etc.,
changes in social norms, mass pratests or social causes.”
o An analysis of the interaction between a threat/threat variables and an EV; looking at
the threat through the lens of the EV
e Process:

o Requires coordination with DMC {if not co-author). DMC [} was a co-author.

0 Requiresapproval by SIA and IPC (done)

o Requiresreview by CDC if needed per IPPG 10.3.2.1 (done in this case)

0 Asitis not external, no approval with IPM needed. No coordination or approval with HQ
required asit’s a field product (however, CTD was coordinating with RH on a follow-on
SPEAR or EIR version of the product and remains interested)

Coordination with FQs whose information was used was done in this case (PD, MW)
o Also reviewed by ATS-trained senior IA and RH IA with expertise in Catholic theology
(former Seminary student)

o

DT background/training

¢ Never worked DT; worked {T as an embedded IA for ~6 months in 2012 and then as a strategiclA
on JDAto NCTC from July 2015-luly 2017

« Attended DT conference in August 2022, which had broad overarching presentations on various
topics

¢ No significant/dedicated DT training outside of mandatory training/IBC

e Product was peer reviewed by an ATS-certified senior I1A

e Scale of scoring for any of the ATS categories, including sourcing — from 0-3. You are not
required in all products to satisfy the 3/Excellent criteria. It is a mischaracterization that RH did
not properly “meet ATS standards” by failing to include the information required for an
“Excellent”’/3 rating. Essentially, the IA/SIA makes a judgment as to how important each source
is to the judgment and how necessary it is to caveat that source to enable customer
understanding.

¢ In this product’s case, the open source and SPLC information was in the Perspective section only
to provide background/context and did not support the analytic judgment, which was supported
by case information, liaison, and lawenforcement reporting. The authors and reviewers did not
see the need for an expansive sourcing statement.



o Definition for Fair/1: “(1) Contains basic, generic descriptions of cited reporting, data, or
methodologies but (2) Provides little detail on factors that may affect the quality and
credibility of underlying sources, data, or methodologies.”

_ ICD 203: “(1) Properly describes quality and credibility of underlying sources, data, and

ma methodologies: Analytic products should identify underlying sources and methodologies
upon which judgments are based, and use source descriptors in accordance with ICD
206, Sourcing Requirements for Disseminated Analytic Products, to describe factors
affecting source quality and credibility. Such factors can include accuracy and
completeness, possible denial and deception, age and continued currency of
information, and technical elements of collection as well as source access, validation,
motivation, possible bias, or expertise.”

o ICD 206: “Sourcing information shall be included in covered analytic products to
enhance the credibility and transparency of intelligence analysis, and to assist readers
in making an informed assessment of the quality and scope of sources underlying the
analysis ... Sourcing information in each product shouid be sufficient to meet these

purposes, while avoiding exhaustive source listings.” G.

Timeline/Origin & my involvement

e Paperidea originated before | took over as DT SIA in November 2022 V\O?"
e No significant discussions with authors on the paper before it came to ‘me for edits; it was not }-.,t
part of SOfffffs POA for Fy23¢, L\\(&L mﬂf\? ;\AS\_ ~oAk—  NSerfarma (T I{M vl t
® Received draft for review on 1/17/23, | completed edits on 1/20 and sentto lPC_ ha1a
It had already been reviewed by CDC-efore it came to me.-completed his review {Hﬂl\;‘a‘“ﬂ

*\n that day, 1/20. The authors proceeded with Sentinel serialization. dJSC. Ll
W5 A Get (M"V o 1saw no major significant issues with the paper in my review. | understood it was a W
&ﬂ’l/‘ AN Ly sensitive topic (as DT always is) but | found the message of the paper to be clear and in L?\IILQ
&w\ W \M \% no way advocating for targeting of individuals solely based on 1A activity. ! did not see néfsg
1 1 V‘ anyadditional need for caveats or clarifications as | assessed the intended audience — l
\‘{’8 ( ﬂbﬁ. RH EM — would fully understand the purpose and intent of the product (vahdated by the A %w‘
s o )IUO \ 26\ SAC's 2/3 posts on the Feedback Loop)- M W{ (U'S s "o hcw (
L0 (re O\D‘f‘ ‘u-(r' did not have a role in advertising the product. hent an email to RH customers \ﬁ,{\s
AJG\}\& o\ L advertising it had been posted to the RH Feedback Loop on 1/26. | had no discussions regarding ﬂe\ b(
Yf the product following its publication and before the leak.
Post-leak MSH M

al a&

e 2/8 - Received word it had leaked that afternoon. Assisted ASAC -and Public Affairs 0
Specialist-espond to OPA questions that evening. First word that HQ had issues with ﬂ"\l/ﬁ
the paper that evening.

e 2/9 — Meeting with SAC, ASACs, CDC,- others. SAC delivered verbal feedback disavowing the
product from DI and CTD. RH SAC requested an in-depth email with a timeline of the product,
who reviewed it, where it was sent, etc., which | provided later that day. Request from £BI HQ
EM to remove the product from the Intelligence Portal, RH Sharepoint, and from Sentinel. |
completed the first two and pursued research on how to remove from Sentinel. As it was in a
Freeze file, we needed OGC permission. That day, | sat in CDC -s office as we discussed



with 0GC personnel, || || | GG o 20vised we should select 8.2.5 (°D 0861D)

as the reason it shouid be removed from Sentinel. | was not clear on how this applied. | drafted

the leads to remove them from Sentinel per RH EM direction. Later that day, A/IPC-

and | met with ASAC-to let him know we were uncomfortable with removing it
from Sentinel. That evening, ASAC [llemailed me on green to tell me to “hold” on the
Sentinel removal and we’d discuss the next day.

e 2/10-ASAC -old me initially RQ/IMD would handle the remova! from Sentinel, but 1 was
later directed by CDC-(who was directed by RH EM) to remove it from Sentinel. 1 told
both CDC -and later ASAC-hat I refused to draft the lead remove it from Sentinel
as | did notsee how it met the criteria. | deleted my draft leads. ASAC-completed the jead
to remove it from Sentinel that day,

s 2/14 - Meeting with SAC, ASACs, CDC, authors,- others, to discuss what happened, plan
going forward, and any morale issues stemming from the incident.

e Week of 2/13 — Email exchanges between ASAC- CTD SC Michael Machtinger, IPCl

and others, to arrange a meeting between DI/OGC/CTD and RH to gain further
clarity on DI/OGC/CTD issues with the paper, to help inform planned training the three divisions
would provide to RH.

*  2/16{ Meeting with asacll~/ Asaclmayoe A/ oC R
-). ASAC directed us to stop planning a meeting with DI/OGC/CTD and conveyed

the training must occur by the following week.

s Approximately 2/17 — Met with RH SAC to discuss chilling effects on all types of production as
well as morale issues.

e 2/21{ SAC provided an update on the situation in an all-hands Richmond meeting.

e 2/22{- Met with RH SAC to alert him to plans to meet with DI and discuss employee concerns.

e 2/23-DI/OGC/CTD provided training to the entire Richmond Division.

* 2/28—RH SAC forwarded me the written feedback email from CTD (emailed on 2/8). This is the
first time | received written feedback on the product from any party despite asking numerous
times.

» 3/6 —SIA--di:scussed a planned meeting between RH and DI/OGC/CTD with DI DAD Pam
Byron.

« 3-sANE - I ;- B - /s c - i
DI/OGC/CTD to discuss issues with the paper, RH’s plans to redo the paper, and suggestions 5\
from DI/OGC/CTD to correct issues with the paper. DI/PSU U'C_p|r0viaded a?bfLW
copy of suggested edits. This was the first time | received written feedback on the paper from
the DI despite asking numerous times.

»  3/14 — Meeting with SAC, ASACs,_to discuss how 3/9 meeting at HQ went, a
brief discussion of the Inspection. SAC requested | provide a list of names fof people to be
interviewed to ASAC- which | sent 3/14 and cofpfirmed on 3/15.

Reviewed emails received through 2/20

Thoughts I'd rafse, if given the opportufity




e There should have been more coordination with and input received from &H to inform and
contribute to FBI's strategy regarding this paper, including the public response and follow-on
actions.

o Throughout this whole process, I've heard numerous times: “DT is just different,” “DT is the

most difficult program we work,” “There’s a lot of sensitivities with DT,” and on and on. Why

isn't there a dedicated Program/Policy Guide for DT? Why isn’t there an intense training for all
new personnel assigned to DT, a la CIOPs? There needs to be.

% e This leads us to situations where a group ofexperienced SAs, IAs, SIAs, CDC, SSA etc. over here
don’t see any issues with a DT paper but once it’s leaked and subsequentiy reviewed by
DI/GGC/CTD, they see a ton of issues.

e Asdiscussed with Pam Byron on 3/9, OPA and FBI HQ EM needs to be a lot more knowledgeable
about intelligence products and processes. On the evening of 2/8, high-level FBI executives were
having to expiain to other high-level FB| executives what a DP was.

e There should much more coordination on FBI public statements with relevant entities, to
include the DI when making 3 statement about an intelligence product and the authoring office
of that intelligence product.

e FBI's public statements were unprecedented and not in line with the FBI’s normal media
strategy in response to intelligence leaks.

® In my view, the removal of the product from Sentinel was highly inappropriate.

¢ In myview, the FBI HQ EM response to the product was politicized and potentially presented
several Analytic Ombudsman level issues.

e |In myview, therest-and will be severe ramifications to FBl and FBI intelligence from FBI HQ EM’s
actions. Chilling effect of analysis, DT operational activity, reduct‘tpg in public confidence in the

oNFB"geveremfj bk mchilE (&?UOA%M“\CMCQ) conf{ vekan
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I < o)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

RMTFRUserProp:
SentinelCaseld:

Classification:

Transitory

Good morning,

I ) (B)

Wednesday, March 1, 2023 9:53 AM

B - 5); (RH) (FBI)

Talking Points ---

Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)
Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)

Below are some of the talking points that I have put together for the SAC. This is a lengthy document and I will
send you the full document when I finish for your review. Please note that the 3™ bullet point under “Additional
Points” is extremely sensitive and cannot be shared. I welcome anything you can add to this and I will share the
entire document with you when I finish this am.

Thank you!!!

SPLC- 9,040 references in Sentinel/ Southern Poverty Law Center- 13, 250 references in Sentinel:

Do to the thousands of SPLC citations, writer only reviewed products from May 2022 to present.

e Cited in a 12 January 2023 Domain Perspective with no caveated language.
e C(Cited in a 17 January 2023 Domain Perspective with no caveated language.
e C(itedin a 21 December 2022 Intelligence Note approved for External Dissemination with no caveated

language.

e Cited in a 28 December 2022 CID White Paper with no caveated language: [!! -According to the
Southern Poverty Law Center, Christian identity is an anti-Semitic, racist theology that rose to a position
of commanding influence on the racist right in the 1980s.

e Cited in a 7 November 2022 TIR approved for External Dissemination with no caveated language.

e C(Cited in a 9 December 2022 Domain Perspective with no caveated language.

e Cited in a 28 November 2022 SCCR with no caveated language.

e C(Cited in a 6 September 2022 Intelligence Note with no caveated language.

e Cited in a 14 June 2022 Intelligence Note with no caveated language.

e Cited in a 23 June 2022 Collection Trends with no caveated language.

e Cited in a 25 May 2022 Intelligence Note with no caveated language.

1



Referenced in FBI brochure, “What Happens to Victims of Hate Crimes” under “Who Can Help Me?”
(Jan 2022)

N
Referenced in TIRs, Case Predications, Uploaded to Type 3s, Guardians, RFCs, SIGs, etc. with no

caveated language.
Repeatedly referenced on BuNet in DHS and DOD products, along with Daily News Briefing.

SPEAR:

@) On 2/06/2023, FBI RH sent DTOS the SPEAR for review. DTOS responded with positive
feedback and suggested changing the SPEAR to an Emerging Intelligence Report due to the fact that the
DP was highlighting a newly identified vulnerability and was forward leaning in its assessment. DTOS
previously received the DP.

@) [ the draft SPEAR, FBI RH removed Appendix D (SPLC-Defined Hate Groups) as the
SPEAR was intended for external dissemination. Appendix D was ONLY cited in the internal document
for situational awareness and context. It was never intended for external dissemination. There are
numerous serials in Sentinel containing SPLC and other advocacy groups’ Hate Group lists.

Additional Points:

W) KEY TAKE AWAY: Protect the American People- The current trend of RMVE interest in
RTC ideology provides new opportunities to mitigate the RMVE threat through outreach to
traditionalist Catholic parishes and the development of sources with the placement and access to
report on RMVEs seeking to use RTC social media sites or places of worship as facilitation platforms
to promote violence.

W) 7/:c Domain Product addressed the following requirement: 1dentify instances of RMVEs'
increasing adherence to, or merging of, relatively novel ideological themes to promote and/or warrant
carrying out violence or other criminal activity. [Citation: USA-TERR-CTD-SR-1185-22.1.A.8]

) 19 [ntelligence Analysts from 13 field offices, including CTAS and DTOS; 4 agents and 2
TFOs from 2 field offices; 3 SIAs from 3 different field offices (not including RH SIAs), and one CDC
from another field office viewed the product in Sentinel from the date the product was released on
1/24/2023 through the day prior to the document being leaked. None of those individuals contacted FBI
RH with concerns, suggestions, or negative feedback related to the product.

Classification: _



Junid 2021

The Will To Fight
|

t's unfoitunaie fial Loday many Cattelics iack the w:l to fighL Some have the petential to take aver Ihe world and infiluen ce it for the better, but they are alraid Lo use their will far cood, Thay see nathing but the continuous sacrifices they would have to
make; the heavy bus dens they woull have to carry, friends lhey may lose, the pleasuiable world they would have lo abanden, The 1 hoisghlat using their will fer the better ment of their soul and Lhe souts arevnd th=m become sunbearabie They are alrajd

of sacrifice, and such a fear paralyzes Iheg will lo fight,

Such Catholics see sacrifice in a negative lighl: in their mind, ta sacrifice is to b<e eveiything, when in reality to sacrifice is Lo gain everything for it rids Ihe soul of self. It uprools sellishness and replaces it with selflessnes s It replaces their wili, with Ihe
will of God. And il Ged abjdes oy ane's sa il lhen they tru ly do pessess averything, fer He is ever ylhing. A man whd interprat s sacrifice as alass, isa mee1who seeks only to pleasure himself,

For many of us, thig lack cf Bie will to fight comes f om the thought that what we d e deesn’t matter. We see our daily decisions and acljons as insignificant. What we watch doesn ‘t malter, What we lislen to doe<n'l matler. Howwe pray doesn't mattec
How we ach de esn‘tmatter, And whal othess do. say,and think alse doesntmatier, because Bieir cecisions d on't affect us, Thre wordd is so upside down, the thingsthal maiter, den't. And things that don't matter, do. And we are so desensitized and
wrappedup p selfw= believe it And we believe il bacause il givesus a1eason nolanly to justily osr medidcrily but to wallow in it.

Amen g thase medjacre Catholics are men and women whao are aeant to be the next St Peler ar Bie nexl SL.loamal Arc, who will change the woi id and I*ad an army into battie. There are Catholits who are meant to be great leaders. but that theught of
sacr ifice Is so snbeasable that they cower in tes rer, To put this into per spactive, whal if ihe great saints had s aid no to God? Imagine the savks Ihat would have beew |0stl So, what i we say o to God? To say no would be a <piiiltal aberon? Not oalywould
we be killing our ownsouk, but the sou’s w e were meant Lo impac! lor tie good, are now in danger. If we do not /va up to our full potential,then we regatively irepact avery soul that we lpoch in aninfinite mannez Even ifwhat we are ddng is not sinfsl
we cou ld ke giving cthere mare, but we aren't, because we refuce la surrender wholly e God's will

Many of us even make excuses and blame alhers for the crisisin Ihe Church er the lack ef faith amang Cathelics, when really. we should be blaming ourselves, fer we are parl of Bie problem. Yes, Biere are tenibie peopie oul Biere in the werld but what
are we do'ng tamake a change in our bves and the tbes ofothers? If we were lo take a moment for reflection,couid we honesty say Ihal welive our lives without compromise? | den't think se. We all make compromises, even o th e most miniscule al
kevek.And each time i3l we compromise, we weaken our wi!l lo ight, And if we continue on that path of cempromi|se, we wilt eve nbually kil our will lo light, andarrive al the conclusian thal things lke exercise,s tudying reading and prayer are nothing
bul silly melhodsandtraditiensthat nebady bul oveiachievers and st ange pious people do, And whan we percsive the most imporlant of kings tobe sily and ins#nificant. Bien we perceive the most insignificant af things bebe the most impartanl.
Things like sports, dubs, getting drunk, pom, women, and techrology will ®ensume us and take precadence over eser}dhingbeneficial for aue soul,

The soltien ta the cuisg of the Catholic will tofight,is to cenlrentourssbres Aie wa capable of figh !igg is notihequeslier . betause we are all capable of that. The real questin is. are we willing ta fight? And if we are wigling, then we must exercisethat
wilt to fight by doing our duly of <tale lo Ihe best of our-abilitias,no matter what people may think ol us, nomatter the censeguences, no matter howbad it may hurt. When we don'twant to pray, we pray. When we don't want Lo 1ead, we read When we
don wanl to study.we stid). When we don't want La exercise, we exarcse, becau se that forlifies our will lo fight and prepares us forwar,

Theworid rveeds slrang Calh.olics,not lomosrew, but TODAY,

2 comments

leave amessage _

Gaeat iosights. Thanks.
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I RH) (FBI)

From: IR (RH) (FBI)

Sent: Friday, March 17, 2023 4:23 PM

To: (RH) (FBI)

Cc: RH) (FBI)
Subject:

Attachments; RTC-Revision.docx

RMTFRUserProp: Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)

SentinelCaseld: Short-Term Use Email (Transitory)

Transitory

Good afternoon. | spent today tinkering with the DP, not with the intention to immediately push to re-disseminate, but
just to see how difficult it might be to address DI’s, CTD’s, and OGC’s areas of concern. | do not intend to formally pursue

this any further without assurances from higher up that this initiative is supported. Take a look and let me know what
you think.

Major

changes:
Re-oriented the analytical line slightly
Softened instances of language that seemed tao be causing distress
Added a fourth Substantiation bullet with the -nformation
Re-ordered the language in Substantiation bullet #1
Shortened one of the first page footnotes
Dropped the Perspective entirely
Added an AofA

There are a few areas where we could tinker further:

Classification:

“RTC”" is still in there, but caveated

We could possibly chop some of the language in the Substantiation bullets

I’'m not ¢razy about the AofA since it is kind of just the opposite of the analytical line, but | didn’t really have a
better idea

Some of the end notes are incomplete pertaining to the new Substantiation bullet

Maybe some additional sourcing for some of the footnotes
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Il STRATEGIC REVIEW REPORT

Il Richmond Field Office - Domain Perspective Strategic Review
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ilflam J. DelBagno
cting Assistant Director
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DOMAIN PERSPECTIVE STRATEGIC REVIEW

.SUMMARY

_ On 01/24/2023, the Richmond Field Office (Richmond) published in Sentinel a
Domain Perspective (DP)! entitled, “Interest of Racially or Ethnically Motivated Violent
Extremists in Radical-Traditionalist Catholic Ideology Almost Certainly Presents New
Mitigation Opportunities.” In early February 2023, FBI senior leadership learned about the DP
and concluded it failed to meet FBI standards and must be removed from FBI systems.

Both the Directorate of Intelligence (DI) and the Counterterrorism Division (CTD)
concluded that the DP erroneously equated the ideology of domestic terrorism (DT) subjects who
self-identified as “Radical Traditional Catholic” (“RTC”) with racially motivated violent
extremist (RMVE) ideology without sufficient support. The DI further found that the DP failed
to consider the potential bias and credibility of open-source mfiormation cited in support of the
DP’s assessment, while CTD determined the DP included improper terminology to describe DT
threat actors.

-At FBI leadership’s direction, the Inspection Division (INSD) conducted a Strategic
Review of the drafting, coordination, approval, and removal procedures utilized in Richmond’s
production of the DP. In parallel, the DI reviewed the DP for adherence to Analytic Tradecraft
Standards, while CTD reviewed the assessment and terininology used m the DP.

- As detailed below, INSD completed its Strategic Review and made the following
findings:

. -Although the authors first conceived of the DP based on Richmond’s
mvestigation of_a fully predicated, high-priority DT subject—and not for
an improper purpose, the DP equated the subjects’ interest in their self-described form of
religion with RMVE ideology without sufficient evidence or articulable support. The DI
and CTD concluded that the DP erroneously conflated subjects’ interest in religion with
their RMVE activities, and implied RMVE and “RTC” ideology align without offiering

1 . The Domain Perspective (DP) is an operational or strategic level product that focuses on how a shift in. or new
development related to. an environinental variable (EV), or EVs, may affect threat(s) or the FBI's efforts to mitigate
those threats. DPs are written as mternal-only products; however, they can be disseminated externally by following

the procedures found in the DP Guidance document and in Section 10.4.1 of the Intelligence Program Policy Guide.
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DOMAIN PERSPECTIVE STRATEGIC REVIEW

evidence in support. This, in turn, created the appearance that the FBI conducts
mvestigative activity based on religious affiliation m violation of one of the FBI's most
fundamental principles that investigative activity may not be based solely on the exercise
of rights guaranteed by the First Amendment;

- Although there was no evidence of malicious intent or an improper purpose,
all mdividuals involved with the drafting, review, and approval of the DP lacked
professional judgment and failed to adhere to FBI standards. Once the DP was in the
public domain, this conflation of the subjects’ interest in the Catholic faith with their
RMVE activities created the appearance that the FBI may be inappropriately considering
religious beliefs and affiliation as a basis for its investigations;

-IN SD 1identified a lack of training and awareness of DT terminology along
with no clear delineation of responsibility for specific elements during the review and
approval process i Richmond. The DP utilized terms, such as “RTC” and “far-right,”
which are not consistent with DT terminology by the FBI, and doing so created the
inaccurate appearance that these are accepted DT terms: and

Richmond’s perception that the DP warranted less scrutiny because it was an
internal intelligence product is not consistent with FBI intelligence policy and guidance,
and the subsequent lack of adherence to those FBI standards led to the creation of the
final version of the DP.

.Accord'mgly, INSD directs the following corrective actions:

All individuals involved in the drafting, review, and approval of the DP shall
be admomshed, their FY 2023 performance ratings reflect the same, and their respective
supervisors will engage with the Human Resources Division to ensure deficiencies are
addressed and performance is maintained at an acceptable level;

Traming will be provided on analytical tradecraft standards and DT
y, in addition to that which has already been conducted:

. -Heightened approval will be required for any intelligence product involving a

sensitive investigative matter; and
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DOMAIN PERSPECTIVE STRATEGIC REVIEW

. - Policy will be updated and guidance will be provided on the use of third-
party sources in intelligence products, consistent with Office of the Director of National
Intelligence (ODNI) Intelligence Community Directive (ICD) 203 Analytic Tradecraft
Standard One, to include consideration and documentation of the access, reliability, bias,
and other factors affecting the credibility of all sources cited in analytic products.

. BJECTIVE

- At the request of the Deputy Director (DD) and the Associate Deputy Director
(ADD), INSD conducted a Strategic Review of the drafting, coordination, approval, and removal
procedures utilized in Richmond’s production of the DP.

. DP CONCEPTION

The DP was first conceived i mid-September 2022 when Richmond Intelligence
Analyst (IA)_and Domain Management Coordinator (DMC) IA-
- (authors) began discussing potential intelligence products to assist with Richmond’s DT
outreach efforts in line with the FY 2023 Field Office Strategic Plan, which included an
objective of strengthening outreach to public and law enforcement partners.?

-The authors identified the_ mvestigation _) as one that

highlighted an opportunity for outreach based on potential threat activities associated with the
subject. - was considered Richmond’s highest priority DT subject and was ranked ﬁl
overall on the FBI Indicators of Mobilization to Violence (IMV).? - utilized Gab, a social

2 .The Field Office Strategic Plan (FOSP) is a field office’s guide for how the office will mitigate threats in its
Area of Responsibility during the fiscal year. The FOSP is developed annually subsequent to the release of the FBI's
Master Threat List, which in FY 2023 included RMVE as a DT National Thyeat Priority. Richmond’s FOSP
included the following objective: “FBI Richmond recognizes liaison relationships are critical to identifying and
disrupting the RMVE threat, as initial identfication of potential RMVE actors often comes from members of the
public or law enforcement partners who had interaction with the actor. Accordingly, FBI Richmond will continue to
make liaison relationships a priority, and endeavor to strengthen those relationships through outreach.”

3

The IMV is an analysis tool that compares the behaviors of previously mobilized terrorism subjects

W aviors of terrorism subjects who did not mobilize. IMV is not a predictive tool: it assists the FBI in
objectively and methodically assessing which US-based terrorisin subjects are the most likely to mobilize to
violence and was designed to assist with assessing investigative priorities and resource allocations decisions. For
context, the MV ranked subjects were disrupted and the il IMV ranked subject was_ the
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media platform, to communicate with individuals advocating anti-Semitic hate and violence.
-self-idemiﬁed as a “radical traditional Catholic Clerical Fascist.” INSD interviews
revealed this was how Richmond initially learned of the term “RTC.” In the spring of 2022,
-began attending Our Lady of Fatima Chapel in Richmond, Virginia. Although it was not
specified m the DP, IA-advised that others associated with -also self-identified as
“RTC” within various forms of social media.

- By way of background, the “vestigation stemmed from a Guardian Assessment

initiated in September 2019 in relation t purchase of several AR-type rifles, multiple
high-capacity magazines, and large quantities of .223 ammunition from a local gun store.
was overheard saying due to recent elections in Virginia, all options had been exhausted and the
only solution left was violence. - was arrested by local law enforcement in August 2020 for
assault on a law enforcement officer and again in November 2022 by the_
_ on state charges of unlawful paramilitary activity. Police seized eight Molotov
cocktails, six smoke bombs, one smoke grenade, and firearms components. -also received
packages at his home contaimng lock picking/garage door bypass equipment and a lower
receiver Glock kit. -was being seen by a psychologist who reported to law enforcement
that -expressed willingness to commit acts of violence. - opined that-
behaviors were consistent with an individual willing and able to carry out an act of violence
against others.

.DP CREATION/REVIEW/APPROVAL

-Richmond personnel began researching and drafting the DP in November 2022.
Information in the DP was derived from two main types of information. The first type was
operational mntelligence gathered through various FBI investigations, including Richmond’s
- investigation. Additionally, the authors believed a case simular to in the Milwaukee
Field Office (Milwaukee) should be referenced, as the subject held many similarities to -
The authors further identified a Portland Field Office (Portland) investigation as a source of
mformation because the main subject also displayed similarities to even though the
subject was recently deceased from a self-inflicted accidental gunshot wound. Accordingly, the
authors coordinated with the case managers of rhe‘- investigation, as well as with agents
and analysts in Milwaukee and Portland, to verify the facts cited in the DP. The agents and
analysts in Milwaukee and Portland only reviewed the bullet points associated with their
respective mvestigation and did not review or contribute to the broader DP.
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-'ne second part of the research was derived from open sources, to include the
Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC). IA-acknowledged that SPLC was known to
have a political bias. Nonetheless, the authors did not provide any details about potential bias or
the credibility of sousces and cited the SPLC and other open-source reporting in support of the
assertion of a “trend” and the characterization of an “RTC movement.” The authors included the
SPLC information and other open source material in the Perspective section of the DP.

INSD assessed there was no formal peer review process for intelligence products mn
Richmond, but that it was a general practice for a senior IA to review draft products before
sending to the Supervisory Intelligence Analyst (SIA) for approval. Coordination and review of
mntelligence products occurred on Richmond’s Intelligence SharePoint site. The authors
requested that senior IA_(peer reviewer) peer review the product via the Intelligence
SharePoint site in January 2023. The peer reviewer edited the DP for imechanical and stuctural
edits to ensure the DP conforined to the Style Guide for FBI Analytic Intelligence Products.
Although trained as an Analytic Tradecraft Reviewer, the peer reviewer stated she did not
conduct a tradecraft rteview or edit for substance because the DP was not an external product. For
external intelligence products, approval is required by the field office Intelligence Program
Manager in addition to a required review process by FBIHQ entities. FBI policy and guidance do
not distinguish between internal and external products regarding tradecraft standards. INSD
found that no Richmond personnel reviewed the DP for analytic tradecraft.

IA Iso specifically requested peer review from Richmond IA-
who had Catholic Seminary, to ensure terminology and

definitions regarding unique Catholic terms were presented properly. IA-did not have any
major issues with the substance, but suggested some items for clarification.

IA requested legal review by Richmond Chief Division Counsel (CDC)
(legal reviewer) on 01/12/2023. The CDC advised he had never reviewed a
DP before. He advised the product should include a First Amendment legal caveat, but otherwise
concurred as long as the product remained an internal product. In his legal analysis of the DP, the
CDC did not review the terminology and deferred to the SIAs to use accurate termninology for
their program. He also deferred to their expertise on any definitions. The CDC stated he believed
the subjects referred to themselves as “RTCs.” The CDC perceived the purpose of the DP as
informing management regarding outreach to the Catholic Church, due to RMVE interest in
certain individuals, and maintained the DP was not intended to target Catholics or their faith. He
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did not believe the product communicated any criminality by the churches and did not believe
the information in the DP violated the law as there was a nexus to FBI mnvestigations and
criminal actors, and was not based solely on First Amendment protected information.

_When the final draft was complete, the DP was routed for approval. The DP was
provided to Richmond SIA _approver) and Intelligence Program Coordinator
(IPC) S1IA _approver) for review and approval. SIA stated during
her interview with INSD that she didn’t make many edits. IPC SIA was the second
and final approver. He received the DP on 01/23/2023 and reviewed it the same day. During his
interview, IPC SIA -stated he did not lenow where the term “RTC” originated and was
not part of the confidence level decision on the DP. DMC‘- stated there were a few edits to
the product at each stage of the peer and approval process, but nothing substantive. Richmond

personnel advised that review and approval of the DP was handled the same as all internal
intelligence products.

he DP was published in Sentinel on 01/24/2023 and added to the Richmond
Intelligence SharePoint site on 01/26/2023. On 02/03/2023, Special Agent-In-Charge (SAC)
Stanley M. Meador provided feedback via the Intelligence SharePoint site indicating that the DP
would assist with outreach opportunities to entities such as the local Catholic Diocese. Since all
references to the DP were removed from the Intelligence SharePoint site, it is unknown if any
other feedback was provided on the DP.

) prrREMOVAL

- On or about 02/08/2023, myriad news organizations began reporting on the DP,
which was an unauthorized disclosure of the DP with redactions.

-) On 02/09/2023, SAC Meador convened a meeting with Richimond Executive
Management (EM), the SIAs, and the CDC to discuss the unauthorized disclosure. SAC Meador
advised he was directed by DD Abbate not to make any public statements. DD Abbate stated
they were waiting for OPA and in a “holding pattern” on all statements.* DD Abbate further
mstructed SAC Meador to “pull it down,” which SAC Meador understood to mean remove the
DP across the board from all holdings in Richmond. SAC Meador instructed an intelligence

4- The Office of Public Affairs made efforts to determine the authenticity of the DP as an FBI document.
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analyst to remove the DP from the Richmond’s Intelligence SharePoint site. The IA did so on the
same date and ensured the deleted DP was removed from the site’s recycle bin.

-) SAC Meador tasked the CDC to work with the Office of the General Counsel (OGC)
to deterimine what needed to transpire to facilitate the DP Permanent Charge-Out (PCO) of
Sentinel.’ A Richmond Assistant Special Agent-In-Charge was delegated to oversee the PCO for
Richmond. The ASAC advised he drafted the lead in Sentinel to facilitate the PCO from the
system, but was not involved with any discussions regarding the OGC approval.

- On 02/10/2023, the PCO process was completed.
) veact

-) On 02/21/2023, DI personnel completed an Analytic Tradecraft Review of the DP
utilizing the Office of the Director of National Intelligence’s Analytic Tradecraft Standards as
established in ICD 203. The DI identified issues regarding the readability, main assessment,
sourcing, assumptions, perspective, analysis of alternatives, and outlook. In particular, the DI
found the DP umplies RMVE and “RTC” ideology align and asseits increased interest of RMVEs
i “RTC” ideology without offering evidence in support. The DI turther found the authors relied
on open source information without providing details about the potential bias or credibility of the
sources, such as the SPLC.

-) Sinularly, CTD reviewed the DP for its assessment and use of DT terminology. CTD
expressed concern that the DP inaccurately conflated subjects’ interest in religion with their
RMVE activities. In the three FBI investigations cited in the DP, the authors mentioned interest
in religion alongside concerning rhetoric and illegal acts, but did not establish that interest led
subjects into the RMVE movement or had an impact on the acts for which they were investigated
or arrested. Additionally, CTD concluded the authors used improper terminology to describe DT
threat actors.

5 PCO refers to a deletion of a record from all electronic recordkeeping sysfems. including Sentinel and

the Automated Case Support (ACS) system.
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INSD assessed the most egregious instances of failing to adhere to the Analytic
Tradecraft Standards were regarding Standard One (Properly describes quality and credibility of
underlying sources, data, and methodologies) and Standard Six (Uses clear and logical
argumentation). Concemning Standard One, INSD assessed despite Richmond’s inclusion of
SPLC information in the Perspective section, the authors should have been aware of the impact
the perceived bias that publication would have on DP consumers. Regarding Standard Six, even
though- defined himself as an “RTC,” INSD assessed the use of that term in conjunction
with the definition of RMVE had the effect of conflating or erroneously equating the two terms.
Although the authors first conceived of the DP based on Richmond’s investigation of] -a
fully predicated, high-priority DT subject—and not for an improper purpose, the DP equated
interest in a particular form of religion with RMVE ideology without sufficient evidence or
articulable support. The errors in the DP are significant as they created the false appearance that
the FBI conducts investigative activity based on religious affiliation.

- FBI policies classify investigative activity that mmvolves religious organizations as a
“sensitive investigative matter.” That designation recognizes the sensitivity of conduct that
traditionally concerns the exercise of First Amendment rights by individuals who associate for
religious purposes. While there are instances in which the FBI may take appropriate cognizance
of the role religion may play in the motivation for criminal or terrorist acts (i.e. when subjects of
investigation state their criminal or terrorist acts are based on religious doctrine), such was not
the case with the three subjects of the DP. The DP failed to draw any direct connection between
the subjects’ affiliation with the Catholic faith and their motivation to engage in criminal
activity. This lack of a nexus between religious beliefs and criminal activity created the
misconception that the FBI conducts investigative activity based on religious affiliation in
violation of one of the FBI’s most fundamental principles that investigative activity may not be
based solely on the exercise of rights guaranteed by the Constitution. As a result, the publicity
the DP received diminished public trust and had a significant negative impact on the reputation
of the FBI.

- Subsequent to the unauthorized disclosure, SAC Meador received permission from
DD Abbate to meet with the local Catholic Diocese to address the DP. On 03/09/2023, SAC
Meador met with high ranking members and attorneys of the Dioceses of Richmond. An
mvitation to visit the field office was provided to the Dioceses and on 03/24/2023, the-
- and attorneys of the Dioceses of Richmond received briefings on terrorism, civil rights,
and hate crimes.
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. CONCLUSION

During the Strategic Review, INSD interviewed 26 individuals involved with the
drafting, coordination, approval, and removal of the DP. INSD assessed all individuals involved
in the creation, review, and approval of the DP not only failed to adhere to the Analytic
Tradecraft Standards as set forth in ODNI ICD 203 and reinforced by FBI policy and guidance,
but also failed to recognize that the DP, as drafted, impermissibly considered the religious beliefs
of the subjects, failing to draw any connection between the subjects’ beliefs and their desire to
engage in violent criminal activity. Once in the public domain, the DP had the effect of creating
the impression that the FBI targets individuals based on their religious affiliation in
contravention of the FBI’s core investigative principles. As is true for all FBI employees, those
involved in the drafting, review, and approval of the DP, regardless of role, rank, or position, had
a responsibility to recognize, address, and remedy this defect in the DP. These individuals
include: SAC Meador (Division Head post-publication review of the DP on the Richmond
Intelligence SharePoint site); CDC - (legal review); IPC SIA (approver): SIA
- (approver); LA-; (peer review); IA-(peer review); m (author); and
DMC IA-(co-author). INSD identified a lack of training and awareness of DT terminology
along with no clear delineation of responsibility for specific elements during the review and
approval process in Richmond. INSD identified Richmond’s perception that the DP warranted
less scrutiny because it was an internal intelligence product is not consistent with FBI
intelligence policy and guidance, and the subsequent lack of adherence to those FBI standards
led to the creation of the final version of the DP. In addition, INSD identified the need to update
policy and provide guidance on the use of third-party sources in intelligence products, consistent
with ODNI ICD 203 Analytic Tradecraft Standard One, to include consideration and
documentation of the access, reliability, bias, and other factors affecting the credibility of all
sources cited in analytic products.

I 1vELINE
_Mid-September 2022: Richmond developed concept of the DP.

11/11/2022: The Richmond DMC placed a working document into Richmond’s
Intelligence SharePoint site.
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' 11/15/2022: - expressed mterest in Richmond writing an Executive Update on

November — December 2022: The authors started the researching and drafting
phase of the product. Richmond DMC focused on open-source intelligence, while IA-
focused on operational information.

12/30/2022: Richmond IA-contacted Milwaukee to discuss a Milwaukee
subject to be referenced in the DP.

- 01/03/2023: Richmond IA- coordinated a DP evidence bullet point with
Portland.

01/05/2023: Richmond DT SSA received an email from the DMC advising of an
mternal intelligence product being written and that IA- was coordinating with CTD,
DTOS on an external product — a Strategic Perspective Executive Analytic Report (SPEAR).

01/12/2023: Richmond DT SSA received the draft DP for awareness. The authors
sent the DP for coordination to the peer reviewers and the CDC for review.

_ Richmond IA. received the BP via the Intelligence SharePoint site and
conducted peer review edits. IA-did not edit for substance, but for mechanical and structural
edits, and to ensure it met FBI Style Guide requirements.

Richmond IA- provided feedback for the DP on termminology and clarification
of elements related to Catholicism.

-) 01/13/2023: The CDC indicated there were no legal issues with the DP and provided
advice on legal concerns if the product was externally disseminated.

-) 01/17/2023: The DP was provided to the approvers for review.

(-) 01/20/2023: SIA- completed review of the DP and passed the DP to the
Richmond IPC for review.

-) 01/23/2023: The DP was submitted for approval in Sentinel.
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-) 01/24/2023: The DP was published in Sentinel.

I ©1/26/2023: The Richmond IPC added the DP to the Richmond Tntelligence
SharePoint site.

- 02/02/2023: The Richinond personnel sent the draft SPEAR, based on the DP, to
CTD, Domestic Terrorism Operations Unit (DTOU).

- 02/03/2023: SAC Meador provided feedback in the Richmond Intelligence
SharePoint site indicating he appreciated the perspective and wanted to meet with the team to
discuss outreach to the Catholic Dioceses.

02/06/2023: DTOU viewed the draft SPEAR and suggested using an Emerging
Intelligence Report (EIR).

02/08/2023: Multiple news outlets began reporting on the DP. DD Abbate advised
SAC Meador of the DP leak. SAC Meador notified two Richmond ASACs of the DP leak.

02/09/2023: SAC Meador was directed by DD Abbate to “pull it down,” which SAC
Meador understood to mean remove the DP from all holdings in Richmond. SAC Meador
convened a moming meeting with his EM, SIAs, and CDC to discuss the DP. An IA was asked
to remove the product, edits, and any reference to the product from Richmond’s Intelligence
SharePoint site.

02/09/2023: SAC Meador tasked the CDC to work with OGC to determine what
needed to be done to facilitate charge out of the DP.

-) 02/10/2023: A Richmond ASAC sent a lead to IMD requesting the PCO of the DP
from all record-keeping systems. As justification for the PCO, the lead stated the DP contained
mformation that “should have been restricted or prohibited.” The lead also noted that OGC
concurred with the PCO. The PCO removal process was completed on 02/10/2023.

-) 02/21/2023: The DI completed a tradecraft review of the DP, identifying
deficiencies in the DP.
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(-) 02/23/2023: OGC, DI, and CTD provided Richmond personnel training via Skype
on DT terminology, civil liberties, evidence, assumptions, and souicing.

-) 02/24/2023: CTD and DI issued a joint message providing guidance regarding
intelligence production on DT threats. The guidance reiterated that product authors should

clearly identify underlying sources on which judgements are based and must use terminology
from CTD’s Consolidated Strategy Guide.®

S The Consolidated Strategy Guide is an annual required publication of each FBIHQ operational division whereby
threat guidance documents are generated for identified threat issues. Each threat guidance document must include
the threat definition, a threat overview to describe a national-level suminary of the threat issue, and the
corresponding national threat strategy.
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PPENDICES
ppendix A: Observations, Analysis, and Instructions

ppendix B: ODNI ICD 203 — Analytic Standards

ppendix C. Richmond Domain Perspective (DP) - (Restricted Access)

ppendix D: Redacted version of DP found online - (Restricted Access)
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I APPENDIX A: OBSERVATIONS, ANALYSIS, AND INSTRUCTIONS

-) Observation 1: Although there was no evidence of malicious intent or an improper
purpose, all individuals involved with the drafting, review, and approval of the DP lacked
professional judgment and failed to adhere to FBI standards, such as use of improper DT
terminology and adherence to the Intelligence Program Policy Guide. SAC Stanley M. Meador
lacked professional judgment in the Division Head’s post-publication review of the DP.

(-) Analysis 1: Although the authors first conceived of the DP based on Richmond’s
investigation of_a fully predicated, high-priority DT subject—and not for an
improper purpose, the DP equated interest in a particular form of religion with RMVE ideology
without sufficient evidence or articulable support: the DI and CTD concluded that the DP
erroneously conflated subjects’ interest in religion with their RMVE activities, and implied
RMVE and “RTC” ideology align without offering evidence i support. This, in tumn, created the
appearance that the FBI conducts investigative activity based on religious affiliation in violation
of one of the FBI’s most fundamental principles that investigative activity may not be based
solely on the exercise of rights guaranteed by the First Amendment. As a result, the publicity the
DP received diminished public trust and had a significant negative impact on the reputation of
the FBI.

-) Instruction 1a: DD must admonish SAC Stanley M. Meador for his lack of
professional judgement, ensure his FY 2023 performance ratings reflect the same, and engage
with the Human Resources Division to ensure deficiencies are addressed and performance 1s
maintained at an acceptable level.

(-) Instruction 1b: SAC, Richmond must admonish all mdividuals involved in the
drafting, review, and approval of the DP for their lack of professional judgement, ensure their FY
2023 performance ratings reflect the same, and engage with the Human Resources Division to
ensure deficiencies are addressed and performance is maintained at an acceptable level. The
individuals involved in the drafting, review, and approval of the DP include: CDC -

(legal review); SIA (approver); SIA (approver); IA
(peer review); TA

(peer’review); A
(author); and TA (co-author).

-) Observation 2: INSD identified a lack of waining and awareness related to the
Analytic Tradecraft Standards as outlined in ODNI ICD 203, patticularly in regard to internal
intelligence products. INSD further identified a lack of training and awareness regarding the
appropriate Domestic Terrorism (DT) terminology when referring to and describing threats.




DOMAIN PERSPECTIVE STRATEGIC REVIEW

-) Analysis 2: INSD determuned there was a perception in Richmond that internal
mtelligence products did not require the same level of analytic rigor as external products.
However, the Intelligence Program Policy Guide (1170PG) made no distinction between internal
and external products. Section 10.2.2. stated: “ A4/l FBI analytic products must comply with the
ODNI IC analytic standards, which guide the analysis, critical thinking, and production-
planning decisions for all product lines and all authoring entities. The standards are outlined in
ICD 203.” Further, Richmond made frequent use of improper terminology to describe DT threat
actors, which implied these terms were accepted DT termnology. Appropriate DT termminology
does not solely use a protected characteristic, such as race, ethnicity, gender, national origin,
sexual orientation, or gender identity of a DT threat actor, or the exercise of First Amendment
rights, to define or label a DT threat actor group; and, to the extent that the DT threat actor group
self-identifies using such a characteristic, it is appropriate for that fact to be made clear in the
reference to the term. Richmond should have utilized DT termunology consistent with CTD’s
Consolidated Strategy Guide.

-) Instruction 2a: DD must ensure all ADICs and SACs are fanliar with and adhere
to the Analytic Tradecraft Standards as outlined in ODNI ICD 203.

-) Instruction 2b: SAC, Richmond must ensure all Richmond intelligence personnel
are familiar with and adhere to the Analytic Tradecraft Standards as outlined m ODNI ICD 203.

-) Instruction 2¢: AD, DI must ensure all personnel who draft and approve
intelligence products receive training, to include periodic refresher training, regarding the
Analytic Tradecraft Standards as outlined in ODNI ICD 203.

-) Imstruction 2d: AD, CTD must ensure all DT personnel are familiar with the
appropriate DT teriinology when referring to and describing threats.

-) Instruction 2e: GC, OGC must ensure all CDC/ADC personnel are familiar with the
appropriate DT terminology when referring to and describing threats.

-) Instruction 2f: AD, DI must implement a model peer review process with clearly
delineated roles and responsibilities to ensure proper review of finished intelligence products
prior to approval in Sentinel.

-) Observation 3: The Intelligence Program Policy Guide (IPPG) fails to require an
elevated level of approval for intelligence products involving a sensitive investigative matter.
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- Analysis 3: The IPPG does not require the SAC or respective HQ Division Senior
Executive Service (SES) level program manager to be inforined of intelligence production as
part of the review and approval process. Internal intelligence products, such as the DP, only
require approval by the Supervisory Intelligence Analyst. INSD determined the Richmond SAC
and a respective HQ Division SES level program manager had not reviewed or approved the DP
prior to its publication in Sentinel. INSD assessed SAC and respective HQ Division SES level
program management approval should be required prior to dissemination of any mtelligence
product dealing with a sensitive investigative matter, as defined by DIOG Section 10.1.2.1 which
stated: “4 sensitive investigative matter (SIM) is defined as an investigative matter involving the
activities of a domestic public official or domestic political candidate (involving corruption or a
threat to the national security), a religious or domestic political organization or individual
prominent in such an organization, or the news media; an investigative matter having an
academic nexus; or any other maiter which, in the judgment of the official authorizing the
investigation, should be brought to the attention of FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ) and other DOJ
officials.”

-) Instruction 3: AD, DI must amend the IPPG such that the SAC and respective HQ
Division SES level program manager approvals are required for any intelligence product
involving a sensitive investigative matter.

(-) Observation 4: The Richmond DP failed to adhere to Analytic Tradecraft
Standards as outlined in the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) Intelligence
Community Directive (ICD) 203.

Analysis 4: The Intelligence Program Policy Guide (1170PG) Section 10.2.2. stated:
“All FBI analvtic prodicts must comply with the ODNI IC analvtic standards, which guide the
analvsis, critical thinking, and production-planning decisions for all product lines and all
authoring entities. The standards are outlined in ICD 203.”

-) On 02/21/2023, Directorate of Intelligence (DI) personnel completed an Analytic
Tradecraft Review of the DP utilizing the Office of the Director of National Intelligence’s
Analytic Tradecraft Standards as established in Intelligence Community Directive 203. The DI
identified issues regarding the readability, main assessment, sourcing, assumptions, perspective,
analysis of alternatives, and outlook.

-) INSD assessed the most egregious instances of failing to adhere to ATS were regarding
Standard One (Properly describes quality and credibility of underlying sources, data, and
methodologies) and Standard Six (Uses clear and logical argumentation). Conceming Standard




DOMAIN PERSPECTIVE STRATEGIC REVIEW

®ne, INSD assessed despite Richmond’s inclusion of SPLC information in the Perspective
section, authois should have been aware of the impact the perceived bias that publication would
have on DP consumers. The DP would not have suffered a contextual loss by removing the
SPLC details ou “RTCs.” Rather, the DP could have been made stwonger by including additional
FBI investigative findings regarding - own acts of violence. Regarding Standard Six, even
thoug_l- defined himself as an “RTC,” INSD assessed the use of that terin in conjunction
with the definition of RMVE had the effect of distorting possible distinctions between the two.
The DP would have been more effective by focusing on the violent acts of| - regardless of
how he described himself.

<_) Instruction 4: AD, DI must update policy and provide guidance on the use of third-
party sources in mtelligence products, consistent with ICD 203 Analytic Tradecraft Standard
One, to include consideration and documentation of the access, reliability, bias, and other factors
affecting the credibility of all sources cited in analytic products.
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From: Jones, Jason Allen (OGC) (FBI)
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2023 822 AM
To: Ugoretz, Tonya L. (Dl) (FBI); Delbagno, William J. (INSD) (FBI); Lenzner, Jonathan Falk

(DO) (DET); Miller, William Michael (DO) (DET); Palinsky, Melissa (OGC) (FBI);
(OGC) (FBI); McCarthy, Dawn L. (OGC) (FBI); Dunham, Christopher G.

MIhoan, Catherine L. (OPA) (FBI); Goodwater, Douglas M. (OPA) (FBI); Wells,

Robert R. (CTD) (FBI), Fodor, Matthew W. (CTD) (FBI); Machtinger, Michael P. (CTD) (FBI),

Byran, Pamela (DI) (FBI); Viola, Virginia E. (Dl) (FBI); Decker, Eric L. (DI) (FBI); Meador,

Stanley M. (RH) (FBI); Porter, David K. (DO) (FBI); Myrthil, Lyonel (DO) (FBI); Raia,

Christopher G. (NSB) (FBI); Fahim, Christina (IB) (FBI); Young, Ryan T. (iB) (FBI)
Cc Hall, Cindy L. Peters INSD) (FBI); Rivera-Esparra, Felix A. (INSD) (FBI);

(WF) (FBY); Rehler, Kristin (INSD) (FBI)
Subject: RE: Richmond Strategic Review-- Final Draft Report --- _

Classitication: [N

Transitory

I do not agree that the report should suggest that the conception and initiation of this product was sound.

From: Ugoretz, Tonya L. (DI} (FBI)

Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2023 7:11 AM

To: Delbagno, William J. (INSD) (FBI){; Lenzner, Jonathan Falk {DO) (DET) ; Miller, William Michael (DO} {DET) ; Jones,
Jason Allen {OGC) {FBI) ; Polinsky, Melissa (OGC) (FBI) WOGC) (FB1) ; McCarthy, Dawn L. {OGC) {FBI)
; Dunham, Christopher G. (OCA) (FBI) ; Milhoan, Catherine C. ; Goodwater, Douglas M. (OPA) (FBI) ; Wells,
Robert R. (CTD) (FBI} ; Fodor, Matthew W. (CTD) (FBI) ; Machtinger, Michael P. (CTD) (FBI) ; Byron, Pamela (DI) {FBI)(;
Viola, Virginia E. (DI) (FBI} ; Decker, Eric L. (DI) (FBI) ; Meador, Stanley M. (RH) (FBI) ; Porter, David K. {DO) (FBI} ; Myrthil,
Lyonel (DO) {FBI) ; Raia, Christopher G. (NSB) {FBI} ; Fahim, Christina {IB) (FBI) ; Young, Ryan T. (IB) (FBI)

Cc: Hall, Cindy L. Peters {INSD) (FBI)(; Rivera-Esparra, FelixA. {INSD) {FBI) _WF) {FBIY; Rehler, Kristin
(INSD) (FBI)

Subject: RE: Richmond Strategic Review-- Final Draft Report --- |||

classiticacion: [ R

Transitory
Bill,

Thank you for the opportunity to review. DI’s input on the report and recommendations is attached. Among our
comments, there are a few critical ones | want to highlight:

® DI asks that the Conclusion section include a finding by INSD that the original basis for the conception and
initiation of the DP was sound. As INSD documents in the report’'s DP Conception section, the product addressed
an approved, identified need in the FOSP and had a basis in investigative information on which to build a
recommendation for outreach. It is important to note this, and to distinguish the conception and initiation from
the execution as the aspect that was flawed.




* | don'tknow if it is common practice to name non-SES individuals in an INSD Strategic Review Report, but | don’t
recall seeing this done in the past and believe there is substantial risk to doing so here. We request removal of
non-SES names from the report and do not believe follow-on actions related to the individuals involved weould
be hampered by removing them.

e For Observation 2 identifying a lack of training on Analytic Tradecraft Standards, DI found no substantiation of
this observation in the report. We request the Observation be reworked to acknowiedge the training that is
available and delivered to employees (a list of which DI can provide) and focus on gaps (training non-analyst
reviewers) and the need for refresher training.

* DIl requests Instruction 3 be changed to require approval from the Headquarters Division for the relevant
program rather than SAC approval. This will better ensure consistent, national-level oversight and is consistent
with other intelligence product approvals for sensitive topics (such as public corruption and foreign malign
influence)

We are available to discuss and work with the INSD team on our comments and appreciate the work that went into this.

Thanks,
Tonya

From: Delbagno, William J. (INsD) (F5!) [ NG -

Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2023 6:40 PM
To: Lenzner, Jonathan Falk {DO} {DET)
>; Jones, Jason Allen (

; Miller, William Michael (DO) (DET)

olinsky, Melissa (OGC) (FBI)

>; McCarthy, Dawn L. (OGC) (FBI}
>; Milhoan, Catherine

0GC) (FBI)
(OGC) (FBI)
>; Dunham, Christopher G. (OCA) (FBI)
>; Goodwater, Douglas M. (OPA) (FBI)
: Fodor, Matthew W.{{CTD) (FBI)
>; Ugoretz, Tonya L. (D) (FBI)

>; Viola, Virginia E. {DI) (FB{)

: Meador, Stanley M. {RH) (FB))

; Myrthil, Lyonel (DO) (FBI1)
; Fahim, Christina (1B} (FBI)

: Hall, Cindy L. Peters (INSD) (FBI
2 (WF)

>

L.

Wells, Robert R.
Machtinger, Michael P. (CTD) (FBI
; Byron, Pamela (DI) (FBI)
>, Decker, Eric L (Dt} (FBI)
>; Porter, David K. (DE) (FBI)
>; Raia, Christopher G. {NSB) (FBI)

Cc: Delbagno, William J. (INSD) (FBI)

; Rivera-Esparra, Felix A. (INSD) (F8Bl}
; Rehler, Kristin (INSD) (FBI)
Subject: Richmond Strategic Review-- Final Draft Report ---

Importance: High

Classification: A

Transitory
Good afternoon,

As mentioned in the morning briefing, INSD completed a final draft of the Richmond Domain Perspective strategic
review. Thank you to everyone who provided feedback thus far to get to this point.

I'm sending out this email to ask for your final collaboration and to add stakeholder Division Heads if not already
included. I’d kindly request that stakeholders provide input back to the INSD team by no later than close of business of
Tuesday, July 19". If more time needed or it’s necessary to meet again in-person, please let me know as soon as
possible and we’ll make those arrangements. Feel free to contact anyone on the Cc line from INSD.




For next steps, after the completion of this collaboration, INSD will send the finalize version, with any accepted updates,
back to this group and onward to the DD, ADD, and the EADs IB and NSB. | am including their respeciive CoS/Special
Assistants for awareness and tracking.

Thank you again for your reviews and collaboration.
Bill

William J. DelBagn:
Acting Assistant Director
[nspection Division
Office: )
Cell: )

From: Rehter, kristin (INsD) (81) [ G

Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 11:39 AM
To: Lenzner, Jonathan Falk (DO) (DET)
>; Goodwater, Douglas M. (OPA) (FBI)
; Machtinger, Michael P. (CTD) (FBI)

: Dunham, Christopher G. (OCA) (FBI

>; Miller, William Michael
; Myrthil, Lyonel (DO) (FBI)
>, Ugoretz, Tonya L. (DI) (FBI) >; Viola, Virginia E, (D) (FBI)

>: Decker, Eric L. (D)) [FBI)
c: Rivera-tsparra, Felix A. (INSD) (FBI)

m; Delbagno, William J. (INSD) (FBI)
ubject: Richmand Strategic Review-- Draft Report ---

Importance; High

classification: [N EE

r>; Hall, Cindy L. Peters (INSD) (FBI)

Transitory

Thank you for attending the briefing with the Director’s Office on June 13™. As promised, attached is the Draft Report for
Collaboration. Substantively, there should be no surprises. The report mirrors what was briefed

Please let me know if you have any concerns and provide any comments by COB Friday.

v/r,
Kristin

Kristin Rehler

Inspector

FBI | Inspection Division
JEH Room [}
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7/7 Meeting - led by SAC

“Pencils down” but later “You can write whatever you want”

SAC went over the draft findings of the inspection report, including that all individuals involved
exercised bad judgment, didn’t have common sense, did grave damage to the Bureau, etc. He would not
share with us the exact language, suggesting it would be too harsh.

The SAC said INSD's draft language for our wrap-ups regarding the incident was not acceptable to the
DD. “It's not enough,” the DD said, and they are working on harsher language.

f asked the SAC what will be “enough?” What else is to come? And he had no specifics/no real answer,
merely that they are working on harsher language.

He told everyone he wish we could be flies on the wall so we could hear how hard he/people were
fighting for us and pushing back. But he said the DD will not be swayed.

The SAC said he mentioned to the DD that he had multiple papers on his desk plagued by the same
errors and DD/INSD did not care, said it was immaterial, not relevant.

The SAC he asked the DD that he understood there were human beings involved, and DD/INSD did not
care.

The SAC said he told the DD that he has a bishop, cardinal, the church on one hand saying this paper was
well-written and theologically sound; he said this paper was reviewed by at least a dozen people, shared
as a good paper by a senior 1A to a large distro list, shared with CTD, who were pursuing a follow-on
SPEAR and NO ONE had any issues, and that doesn’t matter when it comes to the fall-out? DD/INSD said
no.

When | told the SAC | wanted the full report when it became available, and said it should be shared with
DI, he shook his head.

A/ASAC_’There are no inconsistent performers in this room”
SAC told us not to worry about getting an inconsistent

The SAC apologized to all of us.
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Meador, Stanlez M. (RH) (FBI)
From: ﬁ(RH) (FBI)

Sent: Saturday, July 8, 2023 5:55 PM
To: Meador, Stanley M. (RH) (FBI)
Subject: Re: Follow Up

Thank you. | wilt try my best.

From: Meador, Stanley M. (RH) (FBI)—

Sent: Friday, July 7, 2023 10:58:54 PM

To: I - -/ I B - )

Subject: Re: Follow Up

No apology needed(j- '™ gtad you are on the team and am thankful for your commitment.
Keep thathead up, this too shall pass. Will make for a great chapter in your memoirs some day!

Stanley

cror: I - - S

Sent: Friday, July 7, 2023 10:29:05 PM

To: Wiador,Steriey w. () () ) I (- I

Subject: Re: Follow Up

Thank you for keeping us informed. | am terribly sorry for all that everyone has had to endure as a result of
this product. Each person negatively impacted is a trusted colleague and/or supervisor whom | deeply
respect and admire. | feel personally responsible as | should have known the potential DT pitfalls and the
susceptibility to politicization surrounding this paper better than anyone.

Thank you for supporting us and please accept my sincerest apologies.

From: Meador, Stantey M. (RH) (F81)(|| G

Sent: Friday, luly 7, 2023 7:27:03 PM
To:

(RH)
(RH) (FBI)

(RH) (FBI)

(RH) (FBI)

Subject: Follow Up
Evening everyone, sorry to both you on a Friday evening.

| just wanted to follow up with you on one point from our meeting today.

19
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7-27 Allemp

118 participants

Indicated how he had to be careful with how he has addressed since beginning

Said product was leaked in a redacted fashion, not including parts that speak more to its intent and
context

Laid out what was been done since — training, great meeting with Diocese and ADIC/Cardinal and
discussed what product is and isn’t and what the purpose was —to recommend outreach. Strategic
Review, no OPR or OIG, not a misconduct issue.

Noted that RH does not have a formal peer review process, but this is not mandated. Took the step to
formalize review process.

Went over ICD 203 for awareness for all.
Said INSD and he are testifying.
Expressed intent by FBIHQ is to redact any names in the report to Congress save SES names.

“The people involved didn’t deserve this.” Plenty of other ways to raise concerns. Cowardly leaker. Said
his priority is to care for them as he would for any of us. Please remember them.

Understood the toll it takes and its impact on morale.
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Meador, Stanlez M. (RH) (FBI)
From: I RH) (FB)

Sent: Tuesday, August 1, 2023 5:12 PM
To: Meador, Stanley M. (RH) (FBI)
Subject: Re: Message for EACs Coming to Richmond

Excellentidea! Let me know if you need me to explain further what the CIP is and how it works.

From: Meador, Stanley M. (RH) (FBI) (GGG

Sent: Tuesday, August 1, 2023 4:40:13 PM

ro: N -+ =)

Subject: RE: Message for EACs Coming to Richmond

-(I am planning to discuss this at tomorrow mornings monthly all supervisor meeting. Post the meeting, | am going
to send out the email to all the supervisors. | want to engage the supervisers to ensure they are checking in with their
respective teams on this and know that the resource is available. | think first discussing tomorrow with the supervisors
will go a long way versus a blast email with no notification to them first.

Stanley

rrorn: N+ (=) I~

Sent: Monday, July 31, 2023 1:36 PM

To: Meador, Stanley M. (RH) (F8 1[G
Subject: FW: Message for EACs Coming to Richmond

Sir,

Please see below for messaging to the RH FO for the CIP. | can explain more when you are available.

Thanks,

-
o D () )

Sent: Monday, July 31, 2023 1:34 PM

-, I <) <) I

Subject: Message for EACs Coming to Richmond

It was great talking to you today. Here is the message for your SAC to send out to the Richmond Division. If your SAC will

send this out sooner than later that will be great as it will give time for employees ta reach out to the EACs. If you or
your SAC have any questions after you brief the SAC on the plan, please justlet me know.

10



nd , [} mentioned he will work with Richmond Security so your badges work when you show up on the
8™, will be in the office on the 8" and your POC, he wili be out on the 9 but will make sure an EAP Peer is ready

to help you on the 9%,

Email Pony

In response to the recent congressional hearing, Richmond Executive Management has invited the Employee Assistance
Unit {EAU) to provide additional EAP support on Tuesday, August 8" and Wednesday, August 9.

On August 8" and 9%, two Employee Assistance Counselors (EACs) will be available to support all employees and your
families, alongside Richmond EAP personnel. An EAC is a licensed mental health professional who can provide
confidential, short-term counseling services. Additional details about location will be disseminated scon.

All employees are encouraged to schedule individual sessions with the EACs personnel listed below. Individual
counseling sessions are available in-person (inside or outside of the Office) or over the phone and can be scheduled by
texting:

If you have additional questions, please contact A-RPM |GGG |

Financial Liasion Specialist/ Employee Assistance Coordinator/ A-RPM, Employee Assistance Unit Central Region
FBI indianapolis

Office Hours: Monday- Thursday 7:00 am to 5:30 pm

11
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U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ)
Senior Eswautive Sesvice (SES)
Performance Management System

| Executive's Name (Last, First, Mi): 'Mudor.Stanley.M
i ke sl Ome  h2s26/2023
The: SAC Richmond Organizaticre Federal Bureau of Investigatian
Rating Official’s Name {Last, First. Mi):  Paul Abbate 0O creer (0 nonCareer
[[] Limited Term/Limited Emegency
Rating Official's Signatu Date /2./23
[ Sy, e ¢ /r6/C023
Rating Officlal’s Signat Date:
Reviewing Official’s Signature (Optional) Date:
Rating Official's Name (Last, Eirst, Mi:
| Rating Official's Signature Date /o /246/23
Executive's Signature 3 Date: p 003203
Reviewing Official's re Date:
[Higher Level Review (if applicable) B
[ 1 request a highet level review. Bmastive's initlals: Owe:
. Concur Norr-emyasr Date:
Higher Level Review Completed L on . -
may be inchuded)
[Higher Level Reviewer Signature:
Performarze Raview Board [Jievels [ Level 4 [ Level3 [ Level 2 [ Level 1
[PRB Chair Signature: ) | Date:
Annual Summary Ruting [ Llevels [ Level4 [ Level3 Oleveiz | [Olevetit
Appointing Authorlty Signature: Date:
Element Rating Score
) Final ~ Final
Critical Element initial | @ changed) |  Weight initial | (if changed) Summary Level Ranges
1. Leading Change 10%
2. Leading People i : . Pg N—— " 475-500 = Leve!S
RATING AND SCORES ON DMNEXTHPACK
3. Business Acnen i G G el e 400 - 474 = Levei &
4. BuﬂdlngCodluom UL IR S/ P [ 300 - 399 = Leve! 3
S. Results Oriven ) 50% 200 - 299 = Level 2
o ;0 e Any G rated Level 1 = Lovei
SAVE | [[_aer | [ reenr |

-
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SAC/ADIC PAR Report - FY23

ADIC/SAC Performance Plan

Richmond Field Office

Total Points

Percent of

Score

Bonus

Final Score

Available

PAR%

Received

Points

Critical Element 1. Leading Change 50 10% 50 50
Success Index 25 5% 25
RPO Shift 25 5% 25

Leading People 100 20% 50 50
Leadership Element Part 2 100 20% 50

Critical Element 3: Business Acumen 50 10% 43.8 43.8
Performance Group 50 10% 438

Critical Elernent 4: Building Coalitions 50 10% 47 47
Weapons of Mass Destruction 20 4% 17
Critical Incident Response Group 30 6% 30

Critical Element 5: Results Driven 250 50% 220 220
Counterintelligence Program 50 10% 425
Counterterrorism Program 50 10% 42.5
Criminal Program 50 10% 42.5
Cyber Program 50 10% 42.5
Directorate of Intelligence Program 50 10% 50

Total ‘ - | 500 100% | 4108 | 0725 4108

* - Bonus Points are assigned at the discretion of the Deputy Director and are out of a pool of 25 points. No critical
element may receive a greater number of points than shown in the Total Points Available' column above. When

distributing the bonus points, they go in the order of CES, CE4, CE2, CE3, and CE1.

Generated On: 11/13/2023




SAC/ADIC PAR Report - FY23

Critical Element 1. Leading Change

Richmond Field Office

Field Office Health Measures: Success Index Rating

Measure Final Score

B e of Special Emphasis Programs (SEPs) hosted Accomplishing the Mission
_-umber of Liaison Information Report (LIR) products disseminated Accomplishing the Mission

B\ umber of engagements with Collegiate Partners Accomplishing the Mission
umber of Technical Surveillance Counter Measure (TSCM) Field Office POCs Accomplishing the Mission
Percent of 67B and 67D cases that complete Field Office intake within 14-days Jatedelilsl[Hallsls BeaERYIEE o]y

# Evaluated M . y .
Measures in the Success Index are weighted equally and will be scored

according to the following criteria:

® 25 points will be awarded if 0 measures fail to meet the threshold.

# N/A Measures 0 ® 20 points will be awarded if 1 measure fails to meet the threshold.

® 10 points will be awarded if 2 or more measures fail to meet the
threshold.

Weighted Score

Number of Measures in the Index rated "Underperforming” | O

Total Points Awarded (Out of 25 Possible Points)

Generated On: 11/13/2023 _



SAC/ADIC PAR Report - FY23

Critical Element 1. Leading Change

Richmond Field Office
RPQO Shift

| Final Score | 25/25 Points |




EXHIBIT 040



PERFORMANCE WRAP-UP

EMPLOYEE INFORMATION

Name | Document ID 559355
Position | INTELLIGENCE ANALYST Pay Plan GS
Division | RICHMOND Grade 14
Rater ] Fiscal Year 2023
Reviewer | Rating of Record | 2023-09-30
' " , Exemplary
WU Type | Year-End Wrap-Up Overall Rating Pararmer
How Dld I Dor) | What you accomplished towards your Objectives, and how you

performed against your Competencies for your plan period

During FY23, |1A et or exceeded objectives from the Performance Plan. He continued to set the
example for other |As to follow through mentorship, collaboration and skilled application of analytical
tradecraft. His extensive accomplishments had an impact on the overall accomplishment of the Field
Office's mission. Many of the accomplishments noted below addressed multiple objectives of his
performance pian.

F) Domain Production; For FY23, IA- authored/co-authored #
ese products spanned a wide range of threat issues and covered both national security and cnminal
programs. These products also reflected extensive collaboration between | as the DMC/CSCC and
The products also demonstrated effectively use of structured analytic techniques and high quality

analytical tradecraft and contributed to RH EM and operational squad outreach efforts as well FOSP
measures. Aside from the FY23 objective for Domain Production, these achievements also applies to:

Peer Review/Mentorship/Training Provided; and Collaboration/Initiative/Leadership objectives.
i ollaborated with the

ese team as well as the
briefed to, and adopted by,

10of4
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2023) regional lJaw enforcement training academies. These efforts significantly contnbuted the effective

relationships of the RH Division with law enforcement partners and conveyed value to the trainin
audiences.

-Development Opportunities/Training Received: [} During the review period, |
significant number of training activities to improve his kilis in furtherance of the
his ongoing collateral duties. These have included:

A ompleted a
role and in support of

-Collaboration/Initiative/Leadership:

During the review period, 1A as involved in the drafting of an internal domain perspective (DP)
intelligence product. [n February 2023, senior leadership concluded the DP failed to meet FBI standards.
Subsequent officiai review of the drafting, review and approvatl of the DP found no evidence of malicious
intent or an improper purpose however did find those involved lacked professional judgement and failed to

adhere to FBI standards. (A as admonished for lack of professional judgement related to their
involvement in the drafting o B

20f4




What areas you shouid focus on improving, and/or how you
can grow and develop your existing skills next fiscal year

How Can | Develop?

@8 'n the future, IA
fully supported to do so:

nveyed that he would like to develop and grow in the following areas, and is

- - Collaborate on and deliver additional iterations of the Effective Writing and Interview &
Interrogation courses
Continue to enhance my Domain-related tradecraft to include familiarization with the new

plore additional collaborative opportunities with |
Expand use of structured analytic techniques in support of
Obtain additional training and experience in furtherance of collateral duties

Potentially complete a

Acknowledging A as since received training regarding ODNI Intelligence Community Directive
(ICD) 203, IA il continue to ensure adherence to ODNI ICD 203 for future intelligence products.




RATINGS

Objectives: Exempiary Performer Competencies: Exemplary Performer
OVERALL: Exemplary Performer

ATTACHMENTS

l File Name: Date:

WRAP-UP PUBLISHER

| By: Publish Date:

40f4
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PERFORMANCE WRAP-UP

EMPLOYEE INFORMATION

Name [ Document ID 56614 5
Position | INTELLIGENCE ANALYST Pay Plan GS
Division | RICHMOND Grade 14

Rater ] Fiscal Year 2023
Reviewer | [N Rating of Record | 2023-09-30
WU Type | Year-End Wrap-Up Overall Rating ggpfgirsr:g;t

- 9 What you acco_mplished towards your Objectives, and how you
How Did | Do" performed against your Competencies for your plan period

You did a great job this year supporting your embedded squad and helping to execute Richmond's
strategic plan and complete FOSP measures. You completed all of your objectives, exceeding some, and
erformed all of your competencies at the expected level. You particularly excelled this year at initiative,

You can always be relied
ts and over weekends, which | greatly appreciate.
Your products were well-written and

. You powered through frustrations this past year and still worked to support

e office, your , and your agents, and completed needed analytic products, including pushing hard.
m. As a senior N IA, you continue to
serve as a model for other IAs on how to effectively work with other Divisions and external partners.

During the review period, |A as involved in the drafting of an internal domain perspective (DFP)

intelligence product. In February !!!! senior leadership concluded the DP failed to meet FBI standards.
Subsequent official review of the drafting of the DP found no evidence of malicious intent or an improper

purpose however did find those involved lacked professional judgement and failed to adhere to FBI
standards. IA as admonished for lack of professional judgement related to their involvement in

the drafting of the

2 What areas you should focus on improving, and/or how you
How Can | Develop . ‘ can grow and develop your existing skills next fiscal year

10f3
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In FY24, continue to serve as a model for junior |IAs or SOSs in the Division on developing and pursuing
insightful and operationally-impactful products for identified consumers, working with other Divisions, and
capably representing the FBI in formal, external settings. Serve as a formal mentor for a junior IA in or out
of the Division or consider presenting at a FIG meeting on an area of your expertise. Consider developing
and leading an SAT with multiple individuals in RH or other offices participating, which can help elevate
your written products. Among your competencies, work on Organizing and Planning and Communication
by updating the OneNote more frequently, keeping the Squad calendar updated, and notifying me well in
advance of schedule or work adjustments. Find or create opportunities to brief your analysis, formally or
informally. Continue to find ways to stretch yourself, including by seeking to produce intelligence products
jointly with new partners, by producing in a new product line, or by seeking out new skills or knowledge
through training. Support Richmond community outreach and recruitment events in FY24, including
outside of an ERT capacity.

Acknowiedging 1A was since received training regarding ODNI Intelligence Community Directive
(ICD) 203, employee will continue to ensure adherence to ODNI ICD 203 for future intelligence products.
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PERFORMANCE WRAP-UP

EMPLOYEE INFORMATION
Name ] Document ID 591640

Position | INTELLIGENCE ANALYST Pay Plan GS
Division | RICHMOND Grade 11
Rater R Fiscal Year 2023
Reviewer |G Rating of Record | 2023-09-30
. Consistent
WU Type | Year-End Wrap-Up Overall Rating .
How Di diD 0? | What you accomplished towards your Objectives, and how you

performed against your Competencies for your plan period

In the first full Fiscal Year as an FBI IA, 1A as demonstrated attention to detail,
flexibility, and the ability to learn new analytical tradecratt skills. He has collaborated regularly with other
intel cadre and operational personnel seamlessly. He is able to successfully integrate and bring his skills
to bare while also learning as much as possible from the seasoned personnel. His interpersonal skills are
a plus as he is able to work with various personnel on different programs to contribute value to
intelligence and operational efforts, lending to the overall accomplishment of the mission. 1A -has
accomplished many of the requirements for new |As, and effectively integrates these requirements into
purposeful tasks that address needs of various programs. IA iwas promoted to GS-11 in Dec2022
based on his fulfilment of all requirements for promotion after 1 year of successful service. He continues
to build his skills through proactive development for continued success. IF does not shy away from
challenging assignments, and is willing to take the extra steps to tackle the difficuit projects and as well as

help others as needed.

1A hfrequently asked valid questions and sought consultation on his work, using peer review and
input to ensure that he met the high standards of the FBI. He focused on collaborating with other analysts,
SOSs, and agents, to promote the culture of an investigative team. He has taken the initiative and asked
for work that is challenging or unfamiliar that led to a much greater variety.

Finished Intelligence Production:

Liaison and Community Engagement: 1A articipated in the Teen Academy in July
or both the ERT demonstration and the intel facilitation session. He also continues to make efforts
to meet with

e has engaged with other ivisions and partners to provide support.

accomp |§hments include:
-Worked FBI Richmond's Teen Academy 26-27 July 2023, leading an intel discussion and ERT

presentation.

- Attended OGA meetinis on 11 Januai and 7 Februai 2023.

10fé4
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&4 |

Subject Matter or Intelligence Function Expertise: IA continues to complete
and contribute value to the overall RH intel efforts. He successfully completed
n 26-27Sep23, an advanced*murse normally
completed by more senior IAs an . He has gained valuable skills during the FY with targeting and
threat analysis as well as with report writing and dissemination. Other accomplishments included:

) Brief: 1A dvised/briefed the SAC on a sensitive matter during the SAC's preparation
for a high profile meeting in March 2023. He also conducted a formal brief/meeting on counterinteliigence
and criminal threat connections for members of Squads on 31 August 2023.

Raw Intelligence Production: From 10ct22 —30Sep23, IA

n.
pearheaded a WG to assess crossover of m matters with
ntel personnel. Through the WG efforts, he is planning for further analysis and production

related to these combined topics into FY24.

@) D<velopment: (A [llcompleted the following developmental activities during FY23:

During the review period, 1A qas involved in the review of an internal domain perspective (DP)
intelligence product. in February 2023, senior leadership concluded the DP failed to meet FBI standards.
Subsequent official review of the drafting, review and approval of the DP found no evidence of malicious
intent or an improper purpose however did find those involved lacked professional judgement and failed to
adhere to FBI standards. IA [J~as admonished for lack of professional judgement related to their
involvement in the drafting/review of the DP.




IA ontributed the following to address competencies during FY23:
Collaboration

- !!enswely wor!ing wit! agents, analysts, and tactical specialists on all aspects of work.

[nitiative

- Routinely sought out work on Squads * to include looking for new projects, case
assistance, and peer review wherever possible.

- Participating in collateral duties such as - and assisting in the recruitment of an EAP chaplain.

- Taking opportunities to learn from subject matter experts about their roles and how they impact my work,
especially in the reports, domain, targeting, and collection roles.

Organizing and Planning

- Worked with supervisor to gain a clear understanding of expectations.

- Gained a working knowledge of production tools, databases, and resources to assist in remaining
organized and planning how to complete tasks.

Problem Solving / Judgement

- Collaborating with other analysts has demonstrated the importance of consuitation in probiem solving,
and how my judgement impacts others.

What areas you should focus on improving, and/or how you
How Can l Develop? can grow and deveiop your existing skills next fiscal year

Per the FY23 Objective for Development, complete intermediate-level training on FBI Analytical
Tradecraft as available.

In addition, and as discussed, 1A is fully supported and encouraged

IA q»/ould benefit from authorin and
expand wiork beyond . Collaboration on
m will help introduce newer and more innovative ways to contribute to the work of the RH

. runther viaison and outreach activities, especially with our USIC partners, would also be beneficial. IA
—also hopes to conduct briefings and presentations to different audiences on topics such as
errorism or intelligence in general. In addition, he would like to participate in more in~person training,
especially if it involves travelling, in order to get a better picture of the FBI as a whole in the different field
offices and headquarters divisions.

Acknowledging 1A qms since received training regarding ODNI intelligence Community Directive
(ICD) 203, employee will continue to ensure adherence to ODNI ICD 203 for future intelligence products.
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RATINGS

Objectives: Consistent Performer Competencies: Consistent Performer

OVERALL: Consistent Performer

ATTACHMENTS

I File Name: Date:

WRAP-UP PUBLISHER

l By: Publish Date:
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N - /R P-UP

EMPLOYEE INFORMATION

Name - Document ID 558488

Position | INTELLIGENCE ANALYST Pay Plan GS

Division | RICHMOND Grade 14

Rater R Fiscal Year 2023

Reviewer | [[IEGTGEGNG Rating of Record | 2023-09-30

WU Type | Year-End Wrap-Up Overall Rating E’;‘r’f':r‘:r'gry
How Did I D 0? ’ What you accomplished towards your Objectives, and how you

performed against your Competencies for your plan period

You have done an excellent job this year supporting your squad, meeting FOSP objectives, and
j i You authored timely

Your External Intelligence Bulletin received

xcellent” across all tradecraft standards, reflecting your skill. Since you had alread
completed dm
ou have tau E?era ions of the vance riting and
|

e Interview and Interrogation courses to multiplé State and partners, receiving rave reviews and
increasing their skill and proficiency. Yoy perj(_ly-perforﬁed your competencies, particularly
communication, initiative, and professiofalisrmintegrity, as exemplified by your well written and highly

graded Fyour leadership on several , and your
expert and professional representation of the FBI and Richmond to our state and local partners you teach.

You continue to fulfill a number of collateral duties and took on

. You have supported your
, and spent countless

squad through
hours helping to

During the review period, IA- was involved in the reviewing an internal domain perspective (DP)
intelligence product. In February 2023, senior leadership concluded the DP failed to meet FBI standards.
Subsequent official review of the drafting, review and approval of the DP found no evidence of malicious
intent or an improper purpose however did find those involved lacked professional judgement and failed to
adhere to FBI standards. IA was admonished for lack of professional judgement related to their
involvement in the review of the DP.

What areas you should focus on improving, and/or how you
How Can | Develop? | can grow and develop your existing skills next fiscal year
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You already collaborate seamiessly with the [As in RH, so | want you to continue to strengthen your
relationships with 1As in the D] and/or neighboring field offices b
appropriate. Continue to stretch yourseif

Help mentor
se your experience and awareness to keep writing more
impactiul products that

. Time and circumstances permitting, | want you to think about

. As one of our more
experienced tradecrait experts, please continue to find opportunities to share your experience and
expertise with others, including our partner agencies, by providing training.

Acknowiledging 1A as since received training regarding ODNI Intelligence Community Directive (ICD)
203, IAJ] will continue to ensure adherence to ODNI ICD 203 for future inteliigence products.
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RATINGS

Objectives: Exemplary Performer Competencies: Exemplary Performer
OVERALL: Exemplary Performer

ATTACHMENTS

l File Name: Date:

WRAP-UP PUBLISHER

| By: Publish Date:
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PERFORMANCE WRAP-UP

EMPLOYEE INFORMATION

Nname | KT Document ID 5585692
Position | SUPERVISORY INTELLIGENCE ANALY Pay Plan GS
Division | RICHMOND Grade 14
Rater I Fiscal Year 2023
Reviewer | STANLEY MEADOR Rating of Record | 2023-03-30
" " x Exemplary
WU Type | Year-End Wrap-Up Overall Rating P&former
How Did | D o? ‘ What you accomplished towards your Objectives, and how you

performed against your Competencies for your plan period

As the IPC, SIA MOversaw the intelligence program and its production, to include the outlined
measures for the P. During the review period, SIAﬂ lead the office and his fellow
SlAs to achieve all of their outlined goals for the year and achieve a gold rating despite the challenges
faced through the review period. SIA ieadership was a key element in this achievement.

Also during the review period, SIA

During FY23, SIA

In another demonstration of his thoughtful leadershi

In a forward leaning effort to better track communications, expectations, and requests from HQ, SIA

1of3
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Overall, SIA qemonstrated consistency, thoughtfulness, leadership, and vision as [}

during the review period. His implementation of eiped the program achieve success
durini the iear and will ensure the iroiram's consistency for years to come,

SIA mwas called upon many times during the year to represent the Division and his employees;
during a'l of these encounters, he was extremely well spoken and professional.

During the review period, SIA Hwas involved in the approval of an internal domain perspective
(DP) intelligence product. In February 3, senior leadership concluded the DP failed to meet FBI
standards. Subsequent official review of the drafting, review and approval of the DP found no evidence of
malicious intent or an improper purpose however did find those involved iacked professional judgement
and failed to adhere to FBI standards. SIA mas admonished for lack of professional
judgement related to their involvement in the (drafting, review or approval) of the DP.

P What areas you should focus on improving, and/or how you
How Can | Develop? | can grow and develop your existing skilis next fiscal year

SIA ms encouraged to participate in an inspection in the upcoming year to broaden his
understanding of how the larger FBI views leadership and how field offices are measured under the
cuirent standards.

SIA MS encouraged to participate in a mentoring opportunity of his choosing, such as the
Cross Culura” Mentoring Program.

Acknowledging SIA as since received training regarding ODNI Intelligence Community
Directive (ICD) 203, ill continue to ensure adherence to ODNI ICD 203 for future

intelligence products.
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RATINGS

Objectives: Exemplary Performer Competencies: Exemplary Performer
OVERALL: Exemplary Performer

ATTACHMENTS

| File Name: Date:

WRAP-UP PUBLISHER

‘ By: Publish Date:
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I
PERFORMANCE WRAP-UP

EMPLOYEE INFORMATION

Name _ Document ID 558881
Position | SUPERVISORY INTELLIGENCE ANALY Pay Plan GS
Division | RICHMOND Grade 14
Rater s Fiscal Year 2023
Reviewer | STANLEY MEADOR Rating of Record | 2023-09-30
: Consistent
WU Type | Year-End Wrap-Up Overall Rating | Performer
: What lished ards your Objectives ou
How Did | Do? ‘ at you accompli towards y jectives, and how y

performed against your Competencies for your plan period

SIA oversaw an extremely difficult threat during the reviewtperiod, which became increasingly so
following the leak of one of the products related to the threat SIA resided over. Despite the
challenges, Slwead her team to successfully completing all outlined goals and objectives leading
to a gold rating for the intelligence program. This is a testament to SIA ﬂability to lead her team
despite the distractions and difficulties stemming from the aforementioned product.

chieved all her outlined goals for the year, while also mentorin
put forth

SIA xpanded her network and overall understanding of the FBI this year by participatin
. She further participated in various outreach and liaison activities,
ollowing the difficulties experienced by the RH Division, SIA was sought out by DI leadership to

further the conversation on consistent messaging to the greater intelligence cadre of the FBI.

SIA Iso increased her knowledge of criminal intelligence and domestic terrorism topics by
attending training and collaborating with other entities working these threats. She further encouraged her
employees to expand their product lines to support their customers in these areas as well as across the
division as a whole.

During the year, SIA ocused on her employees well-being and fostered a sense of community
among her team. Sl ocus on her team's development and growth was a major pillar of SIA
-eadership style, which was evident in the team's ability to succeed despite the year's challenges.
During the review period, SIA as involved in the approval of an internal domain perspective (DP)
intelligence product. In February 3, senior leadership concluded the DP failed to meet FBI standards.
Subsequent official review of the drafting, review and approval of the DP found no evidence of malicious
intent or an improper purpose however did find those involved lacked professional judgement and failed to
adhere to FBI standards. Employee was admonished for lack of professional judgement related to their
involvement in the approval of the DP.
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What areas you should focus on improving, and/or how you
2 y On improving, y
How Can | Develop s ‘ can grow and develop your existing skills next fiscal year

SIA %is encouraged to participate in a mentoring opportunity of her choosing, such as the Cross
Cultufal Mentoring Program.

SIA is encouraged to continue outreach and coliaboration with the DI to provide further field
representation to on-going conversations being held at that level related to intelligence trends/strategy
and overall communication across the FBI's intelligence cadre.

Acknowledging SIA as since received training regarding ODNI Intelligence Community Directive
(ICD) 203, SIA il continue to ensure adherence to ODNI ICD 203 for future intelligence products.
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Objectives: Consistent Performer Competencies: Consistent Performer

OVERALL: Consistent Performer

ATTACHMENTS

I File Name: Date:
WRAP-UP PUBLISHER

I By: Publish Date:

30f3

ror perormance wiay-» |




	8.26.26_RM_Final_Version_PDF
	Introduction
	I.  The Thesis of the Richmond Catholic Memo.
	II.  The Beginning: One Criminal Investigation Unrelated to a Catholic Church.
	III.  Target 1’s Connection to a Nonmainstream Catholic Church and the FBI’s Initial Contact With His Priest.
	IV.  FBI Richmond Devotes Resources to Investigating Priest 1 and His Church.
	V. The Richmond Field Office Develops a Theory that “Radical Traditionalist” Catholics Pose a National Threat And Drafts the Richmond Catholic Memo.
	A. FBI Richmond Analysts Conceive of the Memo but Struggle to Find
	Supporting Evidence.
	1. FBI Richmond Analysts attempt to find evidence to justify a memo focused on “Radical Traditionalist” Catholics.
	2. FBI Richmond Analysts believe they should convert the Richmond Catholic Memo to a SPEAR.

	B.  The Richmond Field Office Builds the Richmond Catholic Memo.
	1. The Richmond Field Office’s attempt to define “radical traditionalist” Catholic.
	2.  Reviewers do not flag any constitutional issues.
	3.  The Richmond Field Office publishes the Richmond Catholic Memo.


	VI.  After The Richmond Catholic Memo Leaks, The FBI Determines It Did Not Meet Agency Standards.
	A.    Following the Leak, FBI Headquarters Recognizes the Richmond Catholic Memo’s Flaws.
	B.  After FBI Leadership Orders the Richmond Catholic Memo Deleted from FBI Databases, Staff Continue to Work on the Project.

	V.  Although an Internal Review Reveals Multiple Failures in the Production of the Richmond Catholic Memo, the Individuals at the Richmond Field Office Involved in Producing the Perspective Are Only Lightly Disciplined.
	Conclusion

	Final_Richmond Memo Exhibits - OPLC_Redacted_renumbered 8.17 417 PM_OCRed



