
   
   

 
   
   

   

 

     

 

      

         

              

                

           

             

              

           

       

            

            

UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

CASE NO.
18U.S.C.j1343
18U.S.C.j981(a)(1)(C)

UNITED STATESOF AM ERICA

LEONEL RIVERO,

Defendant.
/

INFORM ATION

TheUnitedStatesAttom eychargesthat:

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

Ata1ltimesrelevanttothislnformation'.

DefendantLEONEL RIVERO wasaresidentofM iami-DadeCounty,Florida.

RIVERO w'astheprincipalandregisteredagentofRiveroTaxGroupInc-,aFloridacorporation

registeredonoraboutM ay2s20l6.RiveroTaxGroupwasataxpreparationbusiness.

TheCoronavirusAid,Relief,andEconomicSecuritj,(CARES)Actwasafederal

Iaw enactedinMarch2020.toprovidetsnancialassistancetoAmericanssufferingeconomicharm

from theCOVID-l9pandemic.Onesourceofreliefprovided throughtheCARESActwasthe

atlthorizationofforgivableloanstobusinessesforjobrctentionandcertainotherexpenses,through

aprogram calledthePaycheckProtectionProgram (PPP).

Among the typesofbusinesses eligible fora PPP loan B'ere individualswho

operatedunderaé-soleproprietorship'-businessstructure.Suchindividualswereeligibletoreceive
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a maximum PPP loan ofup to $20,833 to coverlostcompensation orincome from the sole

proprietorship.

4. lnorderto beeligibleto receivesuch aPPP loan,individtlalshad toreportand

documenttheirincomeandexpensesfrom thesoleproprietorship,astypically reportedto the

InternalRevenueSen'ice(IRS)onForm l040,ScheduleC,foragiventaxyear.

TheCARESActrequiredPPPloanapplicationstobeprocessedbyaparticipating

lender.lfaPPP loanapplicationwasapproved,theparticipatingIenderwouldfundthePPPloan

usingitsownmonics,whichwereguaranteedbytheSmallBusinessAdministration(SBA).Data

from theapplication,includinginformationaboutthebonower,thetotalamountoftheIoan,and

the listcd numberofemployees,weretransmitted by the lenderto the SBA in theçourseof

processingtheloan.

SBA LoanProcessorIwasaGnancial-technologycompanybased inCalifornia.

SBA LoanProcessorlparticipatedinthePPPby,amongotherthings,actingasaserviceprovider

forsmallbusinessesandcertainIenders.SmallbusinessesseekingaPPPloancouldapplythrough

SBA LoanProcessor1,whichwouldrcview thePPPloanapplications.IfaPPPloanapplication

receivedwasapprovedforfunding-apartnerfinancialinstitutiondisbursedtheloanfundstothe

applicant. UnderthePPP,theSBA agreed toguaranteeIoansprovided by participantlenders

undercertainconditions.

7. WellsFargoBank,N.A.(WellsFargo)wasafederallyinsuredfinancialinstitution

basedinSouthDakota.

8. RiveroTaxGroupInc.maintainedbankaccountsatWellsFargoinM iami,Florida.
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W ireFraud
(18U.S.C.j1343)

Froln inoraroundMay2020,throughinoraroundJune2020,inM iami-DadeCounty.in

theSouthernDistrictofFlorida,andelsewhere,thedefendant,

LEONEL RIVERO,

didknowingly,andwithintenttodefraud,deviseandintendtodeviseaschemeandartificeto

defraudandtoobtainmoneyandpropertybymeansofmateriallyfalseandfraudulentpretenses,

representations,and promises,knowing thatthepretenses,representations,and promiseswere

falseand fraudulentwhen made,and forthepurposeofexecuting suchschemeand artitsceto

defraudsdidk'nowinglytransmitandcausetobetransmittedbymeansofwirecommunicationsin

interstateandforeigncomlnerce,certainwritings,signs,signals,pictures,andsounds.

PURPOSE OF THE SCHEM E AND ARTIFICE

ltwasthepurposeoftheschemeandartificeforthedefendantand hisaccomplicesto

un
-iustlyenrichthemselvesbysubmittingfalseandfraudulentPPPIoanapplicationstoSBA Loan

Processor l- which contained false income and expense information- and then use the

subsequentloanproceedsfortheirownpersonalbenefit.

M ANNER AND M EANSOFTHE SCHEM E AND ARTIFICE

The manner and means by which tbe defendant, LEONEL RIVERO. soughtto

accomplishtlzeschemeandartillcetodefraudincluded,amongothers,thefollowing:

9. LEONEL RIVERO submittedtoSBA LoanProcessor1approximately ll8PPP

Ioan applicationson behalfofhimselfand his accomplices. Combined,the ll8 PPP Ioan

applicationssoughtapproximately$2,334,064inPPPloanfunds.

l0. On each PPP loan applicationsLEONEL RIVERO falsely stated the named
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applicant'sprior-yearincomeandexpenses.Insupport,RIVERO repeatedlysubmittedfalseand

fraudulentIRS forms,which pumorted to documentincome and expenses from the named

applicant-ssoleproprietorship.

lI. LEONEL RIVERO andhisaccomplieesreccivedapproximately$975,582inPPP

IoanfundsasaresultofthefalseandfraudulentPPPIoanapplicationsRIVERO submitted.

USE OFTHE W IRES

OnoraboutM ay15,2020,thedefendant,forthepurposeofexecutingtheaforesaidscheme

and artifice to defraud and to obtain money and property by meansofmaterially false and

fraudulentpretenses,representations,andpromises,kmowingthatthepretenses,representations,

and promiseswerefalseand fraudulentwhen made,did knowingly transmitand cause to be

translnittedbymeansofwirecommunicationsininterstateandforeigncommerce,certainwritings,

signs,signals.picturesandsounds,thatis,anelectronicapplicationfrom SouthFlorida,toSBA

LoanProcessor1,inCalifornia,foraPPPloaninthenameofLEONEL RIVERO,inviolation

ofTitle18,UnitedStatesCode,SectionsI343and2.

FORFEITURE
(I8U.S.C.j981(a)(1)(C))

TheallegationsofthisInformationareherebyre-allegedandbythisreferencefully

incorporatedhereinforthepurposeofallegingforfeituretotheUnitedStatesofcertainproperty

inwhichthedefendant.LEONEL RIVERO,hasaninterest.

UponconvictionofaviolationofTitle 18,United StatesCode,Section l343.as

allegedinthisInformation,thedefendantshallforfeittotheUnitedStatesanyproperty,realor

personal,whichconstittltesorisderivedfrom proceedstraceabletosuchoffense,pursuanttoTitle

18,UnitedStatesCode,Section981(a)(1)(C).

4
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Thepropertysubjecttoforfeitureasaresultoftheallegedoffenseincludes.bntis

notlimitedto,thefollowing:asum of$975,582.00 inU.S.currency,whichsum representsthe

valueofthepropertysubjecttoforfeitureandNvhichmaybesoughtasaforfeituremoney
'

udglnent'andJ ,

Ifanyofthepropertysubjecttoforfeiture.asaresultofanyactoromissionofthe

defendant:

a. cannotbelocatedupontheexerciseofduediligence;

b. hasbeentransferredorsoldto,ordepositedwith,athirdparty:

c.hasbeenplacedbeyondthejurisdictionofthecourt;

d. hasbeensubstantiallydiminishedinvalue;or

e. hasbeencommingledwithotherpropertywhichcannotbedividedwithout

difficultyv

theUnitedStatesshallbeentitledtof-orfeitureofsubstitutepropertyundertheprovisionsofTitle

2l,UnitedStatesCode,Section853(p).whichsubstitutepropertyincludesbutisnotIimitedto,

thefollowing:

a. $197,611.0Iformerly ondepositinaccountnulnber6079717002atNvellsFargo

Bank,N.A.,heldinthenameofRiveroTaxGroup.lnc.;and

b. approximately$773,600.00inU.S.currencyseizedfrom thedefendant'sresidence

onoraboutSeptember28,2020.
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A1lptlrstlanttoTitle18,UnitedStatesCode,Section98l(a)(l)(C),andtheproceduresset

forthatl'itle2l,UnitedStatesCode.Section853asincorporatedb),Title28,UnitedStatesCode,

Section2461(c).

z' JLWV* .
* wr #o

ARIANA FAJARDO ORSHAN
UNI'I'ED STATESATTORNEY

HER B.BROW NE
ASSISTANT tJNITED STATESATTORNEY

rDANIELKAHN
ACTING CHIEF,FRAUD SECTION
U.S.DEPARTM ENT OFJUSTICE

bELLASENTILLES
TRIAI-AR-FORNEY,IJRAUD SECTION
U.S.DEPARTM ENTOFJUSTICE
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UNITEDSTATESDISTRICTCOURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICTOFFLORIDA

UNITEB STATESOFAMERICA

V.

LEONELRIS'ERO, CERTIFICATE OFTRIALATTORNEY-

SupersedingCaseInformation:

Newdefendantts) Yes No
Numberofnew defendants
Totalnumberofcounts

Defendant- /

CourtDivijion:(seleclœel
@' Mlami KeyNvest

FTL WPB FTP

Ihavecarefullyconsideredtheallegationsof1heindictment,thentlmberofdefendants,thenumberof
probablewitnessesandtheIegalcomplexitiesoftheIndictment/lnformationattachedhereto.

2. Iam awarethaltheinformationsuppliedonthisstatementwillberelieduponbytheJudgesofthis
Courtinsettingtheircalendarsand schedulingcriminaltrialsunderthe mandateoftheSpeedyTrial
Act,Title28U.S.C.Section3l6l.

lnterpreter: (YesorN0) No
LislIanguageand/ordialect

4. Thiscasewilltake 0 daysfor1hepartiestotry.

5. Pleasecheckappropriatecategoryandtypeofoffenselistedbelow:

(Cbeckonll'orel 4Checkonlyone)

I 0to5days 7 Petty
11 6to 10days Minor
Ill 11to20days slisdem.
IV 2lto60days Felony ë'
V 6ldaysandover

6. Hasthiscasepreviouslybeen15ledinthisDistriclCourt? (YesorNo) No
lfyes:Judge CaseNo.
(Attachcopyofdispositiveorder)

NO) XOHasacomplaintbeenfiledinthismatter? (Yesor
Ifyes:M agistrateCaseNo.
Relatedmiscellaneousnumbers:
Defendantls)infederalcustodyasof
Defendantts)instatecustodyasof
Rule20from theDistrictof

lsthisapotentialdeathpenaltycase?(YesorNo) NQ -

Doesthiscaseoriginatefrom amatterpendingintlleCentralRegionoftheU.S.Attorney'sOffice
priortoAugust9,2013(Mag.JudgeAlicia0.Valle)? Yes No *

8. Doesthiscaseoriginalefrom amatterpendingintheNorthernRegionoftheU.S.Attorney'sOflice
priortoAugust8,2014(Mag.JudgeShaniekMaynard)? Yes No z

Doesthiscaseoriginalefrom amatterpendingintheCentralRegionoftheU.S.Attolrey'sOft-ice
priortoOctober3,2019(Mag.JudgeJaredStratlss)? Yes No e

.A' --'-'- -e

b
CIIRISTOPHER B.BROW NE
ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

*penaltySheetts)attached FL BarNo.91337

Case 1:21-cr-20160-UU Document 1 Entered on FLSD Docket 03/16/2021 Page 7 of 9 



   
   

 

      

  

         

     

            
         

UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

PENALTY SHEET

Defendant'sName:LEONEL RIVERO - - -

Count#:1

Titlel8,UnitedStatesCodeeSection l343

*Max.Penalty: 'I'wenty(20)years'imprisonment

*lkefersonlytopossibleterm ofincarceration,doesnotincludepossiblefines,restitution,
specialassessments,paroleterms,orforfeituresthatmaybeapplicable.
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AO455(Res.0l,'t)9)h'aiverofa11lndictment

UNITED STATESDISTRICTCOURT
forthe

SouthernDistrictofFlorida

UnitedStatesofAmerica
%/.

LeonelRivero,

Dqkndanl

)
) CaseNo.
)
)
)

W AIVER OF AN INDICTM ENT

IunderstandthatIhavebeenaccusedofoneormoreoffensespunishableby imprisonmentformorethanone
year.Iwasadvisedinopencourtofln)..rightsandthenatureoftheproposedchargesagainstme.

Aflerreceivingthisadvice,lwaivemyrighttoprosectltionbyindictmentandconsenttoprosecutionby
information.

MichaelMirer,Esq.
Pribtted?)tl??lt?(?ftfi!/i??;Ja?;l%altorllei'
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