
   
   

 
   
   
   
   
   
   

   

 

    

 

         

   

         

             

           

        

           

              

           

           

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTH ERN DISTRICT OF FLO RIDA

CaseNo.
18U.S.C.j1956(h)
18U.S.C.j1956(a)(2)(A)
18U.S.C.j1956(a)(1)(A)
18U.S.C.j1957
18U.S.C.j2
18U.S.C.j982(a)(1)

UNITED STATES OF AM ERICA

VS.

NATALINO D'AM ATO,

Defendant.

INDICTM ENT

TheGrand Jurychargesthat:

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

Atalltim esrelevanttothislndictment,unlessotherwisespecitied:

RELEVANT INDIVIDUALS AND ENTITIES

PetröleosdeVenezuela,S.A.(ûLPDVSA-),wasthestate-ownedandstate-controlled

oilcompany ofVenezuela. PDVSA and itssubsidiariesand atliliateswere responsible forthe

exploration,production,refining,transportation,andtradein energy resourcesin Venezuelaand

providedfundingforotheroperationsoftheVenezuelangovernment.

PDVSA entered intojointventureswith foreign oileompaniesin theoil-rich

OrinocobeltinVenezuelatoleveragetheexpertiseoftheforeignoi1companies(collectively,the

ûLPDVSA Subsidiaries''). PDVSA maintainedamajoritystakein,andcontrolled,thePDVSA

Subsidiaries,and thatcontrolextended to the procurem entprocess. The PDVSA Subsidiaries
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includedthefollowingentities:

a. PetrocedeioS.A.(Cûpetrocedefio'')wasajointventurebetweentwoEuropean

oi1companiesandPDVSA .

PetropiarS.A.(Cçpetropiar'')wasajointventurebetweenanoilcompanyinthe

UnitedStatesandPDVSA.

PdromonagasS.A.(ûspetromonagas'')wasajointventurebetweenaRussian

oilcompanyandPDVSA .

d. PetroleraSinovensaS.A.(ûosinovensa'')wasajointventurebetweenaChinese

oi1company andPDVSA .

PetromirandaS.A.(stpetromiranda'')wasajointventurebetweenfiveRussian

oilcompaniesthatm akeup aconsortium andPDVSA.

NATALINO D'AM ATO residedinVenezuelaandtraveledtotheUnited States

oftenfrom 2014to2017.D 'Aznatomaintainedpersonalandinvestm entbankaccountsatmultiple

banksintheSouthez'nDistrictofFlorida.

NATALINO D 'AM ATO ownedorcontrolledvariousVenezuelancompaniesthat

sold goodsand servicesto the PDVSA Subsidiaries. Those com panies were the following:

Venezolana deMecanizado C.A.(ç$Vemeca'');AlphaEnergy deVenezuelaC.A.(çûAlpha'')'>

lndustriaTechnoPartsC.A.(û;1TP'')'andlndustriaNacionaldeGomaC.A.(û1lNG'')(collectively,7

thettlll'AmatoCompanies'').TheD'AmatoCompanieseachhadoneormoreballkaccountsat

MercantilCommercebank(ûûMercantil'')intheSouthernDistrictofFlorida.

NATALINO D 'AM ATO ownedand controlled aNevis-basedcorporation called

KzonosEnterprisesCorp.(çûloronos'').D'AmatomaintainedaccountsforKronosatMercantiland

W ellsFargoBankin theSouthel'nDistrictofFlorida.
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VenezuelanOfficial1wasaseniorprocurementofficialatPetrocedeiobetweenin

oraroundM arch2015andin OraroundDecem ber2017.

VenezuelanOfficial2wasaseniorprocurementofficialatPetropiarbetweeninor

aroundJanuary2016andinoraroundDecember20l7.

8. Venezuelan Official3wasaprocurementofficialatPetrocedeho betweeninor

around2014andinoraround2017.

VenezuelanOfficial4wasaprocurementofficialatPetropiarbetweeninOraround

2016andin oraround2017.

Venezuelan Official5 was aprocurem entofficialatPetrocedego between in or

around2011andinoraround2018.

Co-conspirator1wasinvolved in thebusinessoftheD'Am atoCom paniesanda

signeron certainofthebankaccountsoftheD'Am atoCom panies.

COUNT 1
Conspiracy toCom m itM oneyLaundering

(18U.S.C.j1956(h))

Paragraphs lthrough 11 ofthe GeneralAllegations Section are re-alleged and

incop oratedbyreferenceasthoughfullysetforthherein.

From in oraround January 2013,untilatleastDecem ber2017,in the Southern

DistrictofFlorida,andelsewhere,thedefendant,

NATALINO D'AM ATO,

didwillfully,thatis,withtheintenttottlrthertheobjectoftheconspiracy,andknowinglycombine,

conspire,confederateandagreewith personsknown and unknown totheGrand Jury to comm it

offensesunderTitlel8,UnitedStatesCode,Section 1956and l957,asfollows:
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to knowinglytransport,transm it,and transfer,and attemptto transport,transmit,

andtransferam onetaryinstrumentandfundsfrom aplaceintheUnited Statestoandthzougha

placeoutsidetheUnitedStates,andtoaplaceintheUnitedStatesfrom andthroughaplaceoutside

theUnited States,with the intentto promotethe carrying on ofspecified unlawfulactivity,in

violationofTitle18,UnitedStatesCode,Sectionl956(a)(2)(A),'

toklzowinglyconductandattempttoconductatinancialtransactionwhichinvolves

theproceedsofspecitied unlawfulactivity,knowing thattheproperty involved in thefinancial

transaction represented theproceedsofsom e form ofunlawfulactivity,and with the intentto

promotethecan-yingonofspecitiedunlawfulactivity,inviolationofTitle18,UnitedStatesCode,

Section1956(a)(1)(A);and

to knowingly engage in a m onetary transaction by,through,or to a financial

institution,affecting interstatecom mercein crim inally derived propel'ty ofavalue greaterthan

$10,000thatisderivedfrom specifiedunlawfulactivity,inviolationofTitle18,UnitedStates

Code,Section 1957.

Itisfkrtheralleged thatthe specified unlawfulactivity is an oftknse againsta tbreign

nation,specitically Veneztlela,involving bribery ofa publicofficial,and the misappropriation,

theft,andembezzlem entofpublicfundsbyandforthebenef-itofapublicofficial,asprovidedby

PURPOSE OF TH E CON SPIRACY

ltwasthepurposeofthe conspiracy forNATALINO D 'AM ATO and hisco-

conspirators,including,among others,Venezuelan Officials l,2,3,4 and 5 (together,the

c'Venezuelan Ofticials''),tounlawfully enrichthemselvesbymakingandconcealing bribery

paymentsfrom D 'AM ATO to theVenezuelalzOtxcialsfrom accountsin the United Statesin

4
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exchangeforactions,intluence,andadvantagesbytheVenezuelanOfficialstoensure,promote,

or otherwise facilitate the award or paym ent of procurem ent contracts from the PDVSA

SubsidiariestotheD'AmatoCompanies.

M ANNER AND M EANS OF TH E CONSPIR ACY

Them annerandmeansbywhichNATALINO D'AM ATO andhisco-conspiratorssought

to accomplishthepurposeoftheconspiracyincluded,among otherthings,thefollowingconduct

intheSouthernDistrictofFloridaand elsewhere:

NATALINO D 'AM ATO offeredthingsofvalueconstitutingbribestoVenezuelan

ofticialsworking atthePDVSA Subsidiaries,includingVenezuelanOfficials1,2,3,4 and 5,in

exchangefortheofficials'assistancein awarding lucrativeand inflatedprocurem entscontracts

withthePDVSA SubsidiariestotheD 'AmatoCompanies.

NATALINO D'AM ATO received e-m ails from Venezuelan ofticials at the

PDVSA Subsidiarieswithinternalprocurem entintbrmationrelatedtothePDVSA Subsidiaries.

VenezuelanOfficial1providedNATALINO D'AM ATO withadvancednoticeof

contractsolicitationsatPetrocedeho,coordinated with otherVenezuelan officialsto ensurethat

contractbidsbytheD'AmatoCompanieswereacceptedbyPetrocedefio,andensuredthatpaym ent

wasexpeditedtotheD'AmatoCom panies.

Venezuelan Official2 provided NATALINO D'AM ATO with assistancein the

awardandpaym entofPetropiarcontractstotheD'AmatoCompanies.

Venezuelan Oftscial3provided NATALINO D'AM ATO with assistancein the

awardandpaym entofPetrocedeho contractstotheD 'Am atoCompanies.

Veneztlelan Offscial4 provided N ATALINO D'AM ATO with assistance in the

awardandpaymentofPetropiarcontractstotheD'Am ato Com panies.
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10. Venezuelan Official5providedNATALINO D'AM ATO withassistanceinthe

awardandpaym entofPetrocedeiocontractstotheD 'AmatoCompanies.

Between inoraround2013and inoraround2017,NATALINO D'AM ATO and

otherscausedwiretransferstotalingmorethan$160milliontobemadefrom bankaccountsofthe

PDVSA Subsidiariesto M ercantilaccountsoftheD 'Amato Companieslocated in theSouthern

DistrictofFlorida,including'.

thetransferofapproximately$99.8millionfrom Petrocedeho;

b. thetransferofapproximately$34.4millionfrom Petropiar;

thetransferofapproximately$15.5millionfrom Petromonagas',

d. thetransferofapproximately$11.3millionfrom Sinovensa;and

thetransferofapproximately$1.0millionfrom Petromiranda.

NATALINO D'AM ATO andCo-conspiratorlreceivede-m ailsfrom Venezuelan

officials at the PDVSA Subsidiaries, using personal e-m ail accounts, with wire transfer

instructionsforaccountsinwhichtheoft-icialscouldreceivebribepaym ents.

ln or around M ay 2015,NATALINO D'AM ATO offered to pay Venezuelan

Ofticial1approximately$1millioninbribesinexchangeforVenezuelanOfficial1'sassistance

in awarding Petrocedeho contractstotheD'Am ato Companiesand affording D'AM ATO other

businessadvantages.

From inoraroundJuly2015,through inoraroundDecember2016,NATALINO

D'AM ATO causedover$2 million dollarsin bribestobewiretransferredforthebenet'itof

Venezuelan Official 1 from accounts ofthe D 'Amato Companies atM ercantilBank in the

Southel'n Districtof Florida to a corporate accountin Panama in the name of a relative of

VenezuelanOfticial1.
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On oraboutApril 19,2017,NATALINO D'AM ATO caused a wire transfer

constituting a bribe in the amountofapproximately $30,000 to be made forthe benetitof

Venezuelan Ofticial2from apersonalaccountofD'AM ATO atM ercantilBank intheSouthern

DistrictofFloridatoanaccountinthenameofarelativeofvenezuelanOfficial2.

l6. From in or around November 2014 through in or around Decem ber 2017,

NATALINO D'AM ATO causedwiretransfersofmorethan$800,000constitutingbribestobe

made forthe benefitofVenezuelan Ofticial

M ercantilBankintheSouthernDistrictofFloridatoacorporateaccountcontrolledbyVenezuelan

Official3.

from accountsofthe D 'Am ato Companies at

From inoraroundApril2015through inoraroundDecember2016,NATALINO

D'AM ATO causedwiretranstkrsofmorethan$l60,000constitutingbribestobemadeforthe

benefitofVenezuelanOfficial4from accotlntsoftheD'Am ato CompaniesatM ercantilBankin

the

VenezuelanOfticial4.

18. From inoraroundAugust2017through in oraroundOctober2017,NATALINO

and corporate accounts controlled by

D'AM ATO causedwiretransfersconstitutingbribesofmorethan$170,000tobemadeforthe

benefitofVenezuelanOfficial5from accountsoftheD'Am atoCompaniesatM ercantilBank in

theSouthernDistrictofFloridatoacorporateaccountcontrolledbyVenezuelanOfficial5.

CO UNTS2-5
lnternationalLaunderingofM onetary Instrum ents

(18U.S.C.j1956(a)(2)(A))

Paragraphs 1 through l1 ofthe GeneralAllegations Section and paragraphs4

throtlgh l8ofCountlarere-allegedandincorporatedbyreferenceasthoughfullysetforthherein.
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On oraboutthe datessetforth in each Countbelow,in the Southel'n Districtof

Floridaandelsewhere,thedefendant,

NATALINO D 'AM ATO,

knowingly transported,transmitted,and transt-erred,and aided and abettednand caused,the

transport,transm ission,and transferof,and attempted to transport,transmit,and transfer,a

monetary instrum entandfundsfrom aplacein the United Statesto and through aplaceoutside

theUnited Statesandto aplaceintheUnited Statesfrom andthrough aplaceoutsidetheUnited

States,withtheintenttoprom otethecarryingonofspecifiedunlawfulactivity,thatis,anoffense

againsta fbreign nation,specitically Venezuela,involving bribery ofa public official,and the

m isappropriation,theft,and em bezzlem entofpublic funds by and forthe benefitofa public

ofticial,pursuanttoTitle18,UnitedStatesCode,Section1956(c)(7)(B)(iv):

Count Approxim ateDate Description ofTransaction

2 December9,2016 W ire transfer in the am ount of approxim ately
$1,034,576.70 from aMercantilBank accountofITP in
the SouthernDistrictofFloridato an accountatBanesco
BankinPanam aforthebenefitofVenezuelan Ofticial1.

3 April19,2017 W ire transferin theamountofapproximately $30,000
from a M ercantil Bank account of D'Amato in the
SouthernDistrictofFlorida,toapersonalaccountinSpain
forthebenefitofVenezuelan Offïcial2.

4 M ay l,20l7 W ire transtkr in the am ount of approximately
$3,434,345.49from anaccountofPetrocedehoinPortugal
to a M ercantil Bank account of 1TP in the Southern
DistrictofFlorida.

5 June 15,2017 W ire transfer in the amount of approximately
$2,908,943.49from anaccountofPetrocedehoinPortugal
to a M ercantil Bank account of 1TP in the Southern
Districtofl7lorida.

lnviolationofTitle18,UnitedStatesCode-Sections1956(a)(2)(A)and2.

8
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COUNTS 6-8
M oney Laundering

(18U.S.C.j1956(a)(1)(A))

Paragraphs l through 11 of the GeneralAllegations Section and paragraphs4

through 18t)fCount1arere-allegedandincorporatedbyreferenceasthoughfullysetforthherein.

On oraboutthe datessetforth in each Countbelow,in the Southel'n Districtof

Floridaandelsewhere,thedefendant,

NATALINO D'AM ATO,

knowingthattheproperty involved represented theproceedsofsom eform ofunlawfulactivity,

conducted,and aided and abetted,and caused to be conducted,and attempted to conduct,a

financialtransaction involving the proceeds of specified unlawfulactivity,with the intentto

promotethecarryingonofspecifiedunlawfulactivity,thatisanoffenseagainstaforeign nation,

specificallyVenezuela,involvingbriberyofapublicofticial,andthemisappropriation,theft,and

em bezzlementofpublic fundsby and forthebenefstofapublic official,pursuantto Title l8,

Count Approxim ateDate Description ofTransaction

6 Junel,20l6 W iretransferintheamountofapproximately$151,506.22
from aM ercantilBankaccountofVemecaintheSouthern
DistrictofFlorida to an accountatBB& T Bank forthe
benefitofVenezuelanOfficial3.

December22,2016 W iretransferintheamountofapproximately$105,958.16
from a M ercantilBank accountoflTP in the Southern
DistrictofFloridatoanaccountatBanescoBanktbrthe
benefitofVenezuelan Ofticial4.

October24,20l7 W iretransferintheamountofapproximately $130,000
from aM ercantilBankaccountofVem ecaintheSouthern
DistrictofFloridatoan accountatBank ofAm ericafor
thebenefitofvenezuelan Ofticial5.

9
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COUNTS9-11
EngaginginTransactionsinCrim inallyDerived Property

(18U.S.C.j1957)

Paragraphs 1 through ofthe GeneralAllegations Section and paragraphs 4

through 18ofCount1arere-allegedandincorporatedbyreferenceasthoughf'ullysetforthherein.

On oraboutthedatessetfol'th in each Countbelow,in the Southem Districtof

Floridaandelsewhere,thedefendant,

NATALINO D'AM ATO ,

didknowinglyengagein,andaid,abet,andcauseotherstoengagein,andattem pttoengagein, a

monetarytransactionaffectinginterstatecommerce,by,though,andtoafinancialinstitution,in

criminallyderivedpropertyofavaluegreaterthan$10,000,suchproper'ty havingbeenderived

from a specitied unlawfulactivity,and knowing thatthe property involved in the financial

transactionsrepresentedtheproceedsofsomeform ofunlawfulactivity,thatisanoffenseagainst

foreign nation, specifically Venezuela, involving bribery of a public official, and the

m isappropriation,thefl,and embezzlem entofpublic fundsby and forthe benefitofa public

ofticial,pursuanttoTitle18,UnitedStatesCode,Section1956(c)(7)(B)(iv):

Count Approxim ateDate Description ofTransaction

9 December9,2016 W iretransferintheamountofapproximately$5,000,000
from aM ercantilBankaccountofVemecaintheSouthern
DistrictofFloridatoaW ellsFargoaccountofloronos.

10 M ay16,2017 Transferoffundsrelating tothe ptuvhaseofGoldman
SachsGroupbondsfor$301,623.61f'rom an investment
accountofKronosintheSouthern DistrictofFlorida.

11 July17,2017 W iretransferintheamountofapproximately$3,000,000
from aM ercantilBank accountofITP in the Southern
DistrictofFloridatoan accountofN atalinoD 'Am atoat
TitleistAssetM anagement.

lnviolationofTitle18,United StatesCode,Sections1957and2.
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FO RFEITURE
(18U.S.C.j982(a)(1))

The allegationsof thislndictmentare re-alleged and by this reference fully

incorporatedhereinforthepurposeofallegingforfeituretotheUnitedStatesofAmericaofcertain

propertyinwhichthedefendant,NATALINO D'AM ATO ,hasaninterest.

1957,asalleged thislndictm ent,the defendant,NATALINO D 'AM ATO ,shallforfeitto the

UnitedStatesanyproperty,realorpersonal,involvedinsuchoffense,oranypropel'tytraceableto

suchproperty,pursuanttoTitlel8,UnitedStatesCode,Sedion982(a)(1).

Thepropel'tysubjecttoforfeitureasaresultoftheallegedoffensesincludes,butis

notlimitedto,thefollowing:

approximately$14,691,851.79seizedfrom W ellsFargoAdvisorsaccountnumber
4850-9732inthenameofKronosEnterprisesCorp.;

approximately$9,854,646.8lseizedfrom W ellsFargoAdvisorsaccountnumber
3700-8508inthenameofKronosEnterprisesCorp.;

(iii) approximately$7,791,854.82seizedfrom WellsFargoAdvisorsaccountnumber
7103-8027 inthenameofL.J.D.;

approximately$6,968,670.01seizedfrom W ellsFargoAdvisorsaccountnumber
8950-0365inthenameofKronosEnterprisesCorp.',

approximately $5,897,975.66 seized from Tigress FinancialPartners account
numberP82-004055inthenam eofNATALINO D'AM ATO andL.J.D.',

approximately $746,950.98 seized from Bank of America account number
898095788895inthenameofI..J.D.;and

(vii) approximately $34,280.03 seized from Bank of America account number
898071640481inthenameofNATALINO D 'AM ATO .

lfanyofthepropertydescribedaboveasbeingsubjecttoforfeiture,asaresultof

anyactorom issionofthedefendant:
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cannotbeloeatedupontheexerciseofduediligence',

hasbeentransferredorsoldto,ordepositedwith,athirdparty',

hasbeenplaeedbeyondthejurisdictionoftheCourt;

b.

d. hasbeensubstantiallydim inishedinvalue;or

hasbeencomm ingledwithotherpropertythatcannotbedividedwithout

difticulty;

theUnitedStatesshallbeentitledtoforfeitureofsubstituteproperty,undertheprovisionsof

AllpursuanttoTitle18,UnitedStatesCode,Seetion982(a)(1),andtheproeeduressetfol'th

in Title2l,United StatesCode,Section 853,asincorporated by Title

982(b)(1).

18,United StatesCode,

A TRUE BILL

( ARA A JAR OO AN
. TED S ATESATTORNEY

s DANIELS.KAHNr
ACTING CHIEF,FRAUD SECTION
CRIM INAL DIVISION

# .
>x'AlexanderKram er

'l'1'ialAttorney

Z .

M ichaelN .Berger
AssistantUnitedStatesAttolmey
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UNITEDSTATESDISTRICTCOURT
SOUTHERN DISTRIG OFFLORIDA

UNITEDSTATESOFAM ERICA

VS.

NATALINO D'AMATO

Defendant.

CASENO.

CERTIFICATEOFTRIALAU O RNEY*

SupersedingCaseInformation:

New Defendantts)
NumberofNew Defendants
Totalnumberofcounts

CourtDivision:(selectOne)

X Miami
FTL

KeyW est
W PB

Idoherebycertifythat:

Ihave carefully considered theallegationsofthe indictment, the numberofdefendants,the numberof
probablewitnessesandthelegalcomplexitiesoftheIndictment/lnformationattachedhereto.

Iam awarethattheinformationsuppliedonthisstatementwillberelieduponbytheJudgesofthisCourtin
settingtheircalendarsandschedulingcriminaltrialsunderthemandateoftheSpeedyTrialAct,Title28U.S.C.
Section3161.

Interpreter: (YesorNo)
ListIanguageand/ordialect

Thiscasewilltake 6-7 daysforthepartiestotry.

PleasecheckappropriatecategoryandtypeofoffenseIistedbelow:

(Checkonlyone) (Checkonlyone)

Yes
Spanish

l
II
II
IV
V'

6. HasthiscasebeenpreviouslyfiledinthisDistrictCourt? (YesorNo) No
lfyes:
Judge: caseNo.

(Attachcopyofdispositiveorder)
Hasacomplaintbeenfiledinthismatter? (YesorNo) Yes
Ifyes:
MagistrateCaseNo.
RelatedMiscellaneousnumbers:
Defendantts)infederalcustodyasof
Defendantts)instatecustodyasof
Rule20from the Districto

lsthisapotentialdeathpenaltycase?(YesorNo) No

Oto5days
6to10days
11to20days
21to60days
61daysandover

X
Petty
M inor
Misdem.
Felony X

Doesthiscaseoriginatefrom amatterpendingintheNorthernRegionoftheU.S.Attorney'sOfficepriorto
October14,2003? Yes X No

Doesthiscaseoriginatefrom amatterpendinginthe CentralRegionofthe U.S.Attorney'sOfficepriorto
September1,2007? Yes X No

*penaltySheetls)attached

< %
M ICHAELN.BERGER
ASSISTANTUNITEDSTATESATTORNEY
CourtIDNo.5501557

REV4/8/08
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iUNITED STATESDISTRICT CO URT
SOUTH ERN DISTRICT O F FLORIDA

PENALTY SHEET

Defendant'sNam e:NATALINO D'AM ATO

CaseNo:

Count#:1

ConspiracytoComm itM oneyLaunderin:

Title18,UnitedStatesCode,Section 1956(h)

*Max.penalty:Twenty(20)Years'lmprisonment

Counts#:2-5

lntelmationalLaunderinaofM onetarylnstrum ents

Title18,UnitedStatesCode,Section1956(a)(2)(A)

*M ax.penalty:Twenty(20)Years'lmprisonment

Counts#:6-8

*Max.penalty:Twenty(20)Years'Imprisonment

Counts#:9-11

Encacin:inTransactionsinCrim inallvDerived Property .

*Max.penalty:Ten(10)Years'lmprisonment

*ltefersonlytopossibleterm ofincarceration,doesnotincludepossiblefines,restitution,
specialassessm ents,paroleterm s,orforfeituresthatm aybeapplicable.
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