Bo Tw Phiap Mé Cudc Piéu Tra Cong Ly Méi Truong Poi Véi Thanh Phé Houston, Texas

WASHINGTON - Hom nay, B6 Tu Phap (Department of Justice, DOJ) ra thong bao mé cudc
diéu tra cong ly moi truong dbi véi cac hoat dong, chinh sach va phuong thirc ciia Thanh Phé
Houston lién quan dén hanh vi xa rac bat hop phép. Cudc diéu tra nay - do Civil Rights Division
(Ban Dan Quyén) tién hanh - s& kiém tra xem liéu Thanh Phé cé phan hdi cac yéu cau thi chinh
(bao gébm bién phap tng pho vai hanh vi xa rac bat hop phap) theo cach phan biét d6i xtr voi cu
dan Houston 13 nguoi Da Pen va nguoi Latinh vi pham luat dan quyén lién bang hay khong.

“Khéng chi thu hut cac loai gam nhiam, mudi ciing nhu nhitng loai cdn triing khac gay nguy hiém
cho sirc khoe, céc bai rac bat hop phap con 1am 6 nhiém nudc mat va anh huong dén hé thong
thoat nudc thich hop, khién cho céac khu vuc d& bi ngap lut hon.” - Kristen Clarke, Trg Ly Bo
Truong Tu Phap thudc Civil Rights Division cia DOJ cho biét. “Khéng ai & Hoa Ky dang phai
chiu rii ro bénh tat va cc ton hai nghiém trong khéc vi hoat dong quan ly chat thai ran khdng
hiéu qua hodc cac chuong trinh thyc thi khong day du. Chuing t6i s& tién hanh mét cudc diéu tra
cong bang va ky ludng ve nhing mébi lo ngai lién quan dén cong ly méi truong nay, cling nhu tac
dong cua cac van dé noi trén dén cong dong ngudi Da Pen va nguoi Latinh & Thanh phd
Houston.”

“Céc bii rac bat hop phap c6 thé 1am day I1én nhiing lo ngai dang ké vé sirc khoe, an toan cong
ddng, gia tri tai san va chat luong cudc sdng.” - Luat Su Hoa Ky Jennifer B. Lowery thugc Quan
Phia Nam ctia Texas chia sé. “Chung t6i mong mudn dugc hop tac véi Civil Rights Division dé
dam bao Thanh Phé Houston tuan tha cac nghia vu dan quyén lién bang ctia minh.”

Cudc diéu tra nay sé& kiém tra xem lidu cac hoat dong thyc thi, van hanh quan Iy chat thai ran,
nhitng chinh sach ciing nhu phuong thic ¢ng pho caa Thanh Phé véi hanh vi xa rac bat hop
phap c6 dan dén sy phan biét dbi xir v6i cu dan 1a ngudi Da Pen va ngudi Latinh vi pham Muc
VI ciia Pao Luat Quyén Cong Dan nam 1964 (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VI)
hay khéng. Title VI cam cac bén nhan hd tro tai chinh lién bang phan biét dbi xir dua trén ching
toc, mau da hoac ngudn géc qudc gia.

B6 Phan Tuan Tha va Biéu Phéi Lién Bang (Federal Coordination and Compliance Section) cia
Civil Rights Division s& tién hanh cudc diéu tra nay véi sy hd tro caa Vin Phong Luat Su Hoa
Ky thuoc Quan Phia Nam ctia Texas. Trudc khi cong bd, bo di thong bao cho vin phong thi
truong cia Thanh Phd Houston va bo phan phép ly vé viéc bat dau cudc diéu tra.

U tién hang dau caa DOJ 1a giai quyét cac tac dong cua hanh vi phan biét ddi xir vé méi truong
va stc khoe thdng qua qua trinh thyc thi luat dan quyén cua qudc gia. Vao thang 5 nim 2022,
Bo Truong Tu Phap Merrick Garland di thong bao vé viéc thanh 1ap Van Phong Cong Ly Moi
Trudng (Office of Environmental Justice) dau tién. Ong ciing thong bao vé viéc ban hanh Chién
Luoc Thuc Thi Cong Ly M6i Truong Toan Dién (Comprehensive Environmental Justice
Enforcement Strategy) ctia DOJ , qua d6 dua ra 16 trinh van dung cac cong cu cling nhu co quan
thue thi dan su va hinh su caa bo (bao gom cac co quan dan quyén) nham dat duoc cong Iy moi
truong. Vao thang 7 nam 2022, bg da phat hanh Ké Hoach Chién Lugc Nam 2022-26 (2022-26

Strategic Plan) ,bao gém linh vurc trong tdm la bao vé cac quyén cong dan va thuc day cong ly
mdi truong. Vao thang 11/2021, Civil Rights Division di cong bb cudc diéu tra dau tién vé
cong ly moi truong Tiéu Dé VI ddi vai nhitng bén nhan cia DOJ, So Y Té Cong Cong Alabama
va S&'Y Té Quan Lowndes.
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“Viéc DOJ gan déy thanh 1ap Office of Environmental Justice vd Comprehensive Environmental
Justice Enforcement Strategy da khing dinh cam két sau sac cua ching tdi trong qué trinh theo
dudi cong 1y binh ddng theo luat phap.” - Trg Ly Bo Trudng Tu Phap Todd Kim thudc Ban Tai
Nguyén va Méi Truong (Environment and Natural Resources Division) caa DOJ cho biét “Cudc
diéu tra nay thé hién cam két caa bo trong viéc giam bst ganh nang khong can xing vé moi
truong ma cac cong déng da mau, cong dong co thu nhap thap va cong ddng bo toc phai chiu
dung thuong xuyén.”

Céc ca nhén cd thong tin phu hop nén lién hé véi Federal Coordination and Compliance Section
qua email tai TX.Houston.EJ@usdoj.gov hoic qua dién thoai theo s6 1-888-TITLE-06 (1-888-
848-5306). Thdng tin thém vé Civil Rights Division c6 trén trang web cua ho tai
www.justice.gov/crt. Théng tin thém vé Environment and Natural Resources Division c6 trén
trang web caia ho tai www.justice.gov/enrd. Xem ban dich tiéng Tay Ban Nha cua théng céo béo
chi nay tai day.
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