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families from babes in arms to B80-year-
olds lined up and slaughtered because
of their religion; children slaughtered
in Sarajevo playing soccer.

Mr. Speaker, the appeasement of Bel-
grade by the United Nations, the Euro-
pean Community, and NATO has fajled.
It has utterly failed.

There 18 no need to urgently inves-
tigate who the bombardiers are. Mr.
Perry, Mr. Lake, Mr. Shalikashvili
know, everyone in the United Nations,
the EC, and NATO knows every inci-
dent of deliberate bombardment of Sa-
rajevo civilians has been Serbian bom-
bardment. :

There i8 no honor whatsoever in
treating the aggressors and the victims
as if they were identical. The killing in
Bosnia will end when the Serbs realize
they will not be allowed to continue it.

Mr. President, it is time to do what
is right; stop the genccide in Bosnia.

————b———

WAR OF THE WORDS

(Mr. HORN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) : )

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask my
colleagues to think back to a broadcast
which alarmed millions about a crisis
that affected the entire Nation’s secu-
rity. Many believed it and were pushed
to panic,

If my colleagunes think ¥ am talking
about Orson Welles' famous radio
broadcast, “War of the Worlds’'—where
America was being destroyed by an
alien invasion, then they are right.

If my colleagues thought I was talk-
ing about any of President Clinton's
speeches on health care, where Ameri-
ca's health care system can only be
saved by being destroyed, then they are
right again.

On one hand we have Orson Welles
and on the other we have something
Orwellian, not Wellesian. On one hand
we have the “War of the Worlds' and
on the other we have the “War of the
Words.”

Unlike Orson Welles, who only gave
his performance once, President Clin-
ton has given his over and over to the
American people.

In the Clinton administration, words
mean whatever they want them to
mean and they do whatever they want
to be done. In the case of health care
they want more big government, more
big spending. and more of your money.

For a year they did nothing about
health care. nothing about crime, noth-
ing about campaign reform, and noth-
ing about welfare.

But not for a second have they ceased
to tulk about they. Stay tuned tomor-
row, America—for another episode of
rhetoric without reform.

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
PROHIBITING FEMALE GENITAL
MUTILATION
(Mrs. SCHROEDER asked and was

given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, 1
have a bill in that would make it ille-
gal to deal in female genital mutila-
tion in this country.

I know many people think that this
is not an issue. But in today’s news-
paper, once again, we see it as an issue
in a woman who was about to be de-
ported with her two young daughters.

It is very, very frightening: If they go
back home, both of the children will be
genltal;y mutilated. That had hap-
pened to her, and that is the culture,
and that is what she will be returning
to. This appears to be some kind of a
domestic dispute between herself and
her husband.

He refused to file a paper, and
thought this would be a nice way, 1
guess, that he could get her out of
here.

But I think it tells the real horror of
what has gone on {n 80 many countries,
and this country did not pay much at-
tention to it. But this year, thank
goodness, we did include that under
human rights violations, and I hope we
can pass the bill to make this {llegal. I
hope we can move to do everything we
can in the world leadership community
to put this awful barbaric practice to
an end that kills so many young
women every year needlessly.

THE MISSING PRIORITIES IN THE
BUDGET

(Mr. WALKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALKYER. Mr. Speaker, when the
President outlines the priorities for the
country, you would think that his ad-
ministration might follow them in the
budget, and yet that did not happen.
When you look at the administration's
budget, it somehow missed the Presi-
dent's call for health care reform. In
fact, the President's budget does not
cover the costs of his Health Care Re-
form Program. _

With the President talking so much
about welfare reform, you would think
it wonld be reflected in the budget. The
budget does not cover the President’s
Welfare Reform Program.

With the President endorsing the
Crime Program now before the Senate,
you would think his budget would have
included money to carry out the Crime
Program. It does not.

You would think that with the Presi-
dent talking so much about Govern-
ment reorganization and the cutting of
252,600 employees. you would think
that that would be reflected in the
budget. It was not.

The President’'s budget does not
match what the President has been
saying. That will be a probiem for us as
we deal with these matters before the

Congress.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MONTGOMERY). Pursuant to the provi-
sions of clause § of rule I, the Chair an-
nounces that he will postpone further
proceedings today on the motion to
suspend the rules on which a recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered,
or on which the vote is objected .to
under clause 4 of rule XV.

Such rollcall vote, 1f postponed, will
be taken later today, following the
Journal vote. The votes will not occur
earlier than 4 p.m.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. SHEPHERD. Mr. Speaker, due to
the passing of a close personal friend,
Lynne Zimrmerman, I was unable to
vote on Thursday, February 3, 1994. If I
had been present I would have voted
accordingly: Rollcall vote §, “‘yea’;
Rolicall vote 6, “yea’’; Rollcall vote 7,
“yea’’; Rollcall vote 8, “yea’; Rollcall
vote 9, “yea’’; Rollcall vote 10, “pay’;
Rollcall vote 11, *yea'’; Rollcall vote
12, “yea’’; Rollicall vote 13, “yea”. )

CONCURRING IN SENATE AMEND-
MENT TO H.R. 2339, TECHNOLOGY-
RELATED ASSISTANCE FOR INDI-
VIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT AMENDMENTS OF 1994, WITH
AN AMENDMENT

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 351) to take from the
Speaker’'s table the bill (H.R. 2339) to
revise and extend the programs of the
Technology-Related Assistance for In-
dividuals With Disabilities Act of 1988,
and for other purposes, with a Senate
amendment thereto, and concur in the
Senate amendment with an amend-
ment. :

The Clerk read as follows:

H. Rgs. 351
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS,

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “Technology-Related Assistance for Indi-
viduals With Disabilities Act Amendments of
1994,

{b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. S8hort title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. References.
Sec. 3. Findings, purposes, and policy.
Sec. 4. Definitions. )
TTTLE I-GRANTS TO STATES
101. Program authoriged.
102. Development grants.
103. Extension grants.
104. Progress criteria and reports.
105. Administrative provisions.
Sec. 106. Authorization of appropriations.
Sec. 107. Repeals.
TITLE II-PROGRAMS OF NATIONAL
SIGNIFICANCE
Sec. 201. Natlonal classification eystem.
Sec. 202. Tralning and demonstration
projects.
TITLE III—ALTERNATIVE FINANCING
MECHANISMS

Sec. 301. Alternative financing mecha.nlsms
authorized.

Sec..
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
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TITLE IV—-AMENDMENTS TO OTHER
ACT8

Bec. 401. Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act.

Bec. 402. Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

Sec. 403. Administrative requirements under
the Head Start Act.

Sec. 44. Technical and conforming amend-
ments.

TITLE V—EFFECTIVE DATE

Sec. 501. Effective date.

SEC. L REFERENCES.

Except as otherwise specifically provided,
whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment
to, or a repeal of, & sectionjor other provi-
sion, the reference shall be considered to be
made to a section or other provision of the
Technology-Related Assistance for Individ-
uals With Digabilities Act of 1988 (29 U.8.C.
2201 et seq.).

SEC. 8. FINDINGS, PURPOSES, AND POLICY.

(8) SECTION HEADING.—Section 2 (29 U.8.C.
2201) is amended by striking the heading and
{nserting the following: .

*SEC. 8. FINDINGS, PURPOSES, AND POLICY.”.

(b) FINDING8.—Section 2(a) (29 U.S.C.
2201(a)) is amended to read as follows:

*(a) FINDING8.—The Congress f{inds as fol-
lows:

**(1) Disability is & natural part of the
human experience and in no way diminishes
the right of individuals to—

**(A) live independently;

*(B) enjoy self-determination;

*(C) make choices;

**(D) pursue meaningful careers; and

*(E) enjoy full inclusjon and integration in
the economic, political, social, cultural, and
educational mainstream of American soci-
ety.

*(2) During the past decade, there have
been major advances in modern technology.
Technology is now a powerful force in the
lives of all residents of the United States.
Technology can provide important tools for
making the performance of tasks quicker
and easier.

*(3) For some individuals with disabilities,
assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services are necessary to enable
the individuals—

“(A) to have greater control over their
lives; .

*(B) to participate in, and contribute more
fully to, activities in their home, school, and
work environments, and in their commu-
nities;

“(C) to interact to a greater extent with
individuals who do not have disabilities; and

‘(D) to otherwise benefit from opportuni-
ties that are taken for granted by individ-
uals who do not have disabilities.

“(4) Substantial progress has been made in
the development of assistive technology de-
vices, including adaptations to existing
equipment, that significantly benefit indi-
viduals with disabilities of all ages. Such de-
vices can be used to increase the involve-
ment of such individuals in, and reduce ex-
penditures associated with, programs and ac-
tivities such as early intervention, edu-
cation, rehabilitation and training, employ-
ment, residential living. independent Iiving.
recreation, and other aspects of daily living.

»(5) Most States have technology-related
assistance programs carried out under this
Act. In spite of the efforte made by such pro-
grams, there remains a need to support 8ys-
tems change and advocacy activities in order
to assist States to develop and implement
consumer-responsive, comprehensive state-
wide programs of technology-related assist-
ance for individuals with disabilities of all

ages.
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*(6) Notwithstanding the efforts of such
State technology-related assistance pro-
grams, there s still a lack of—

‘“(A) resources to pay for assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices;

*(B) trained personnel to assist individuals
with disabilities to use such devices and
services;

‘(C) information among individuals with
disabilities and their family members,
guardians, advocates, and authorized rep-
resentatives, {ndividuals who work for public
agencies, or for private entities (including
insurers), that have contact with individuals
with disabilities, educators and related serv-
ice personnel, technology experts (including
engineers), employers, and other appropriate
individuals about the availability and poten-
tial of techpology for individuals with dis-
abilities;

‘(D) aggressive outreach to
underrepresented populations and rural pop-
ulations;

“(E) systemnsa that ensure timely acquisi-
tion and delivery of assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services, par-
ticularly with respect to children;

‘(F) coordination among State human
services programs, and between such pro-
grams and private entities, particularly with
respect to transitions between such pro-
grams and entities; and ' .

‘(G) capacity in such programs to provide
the necessary technology-related assistance.

*(7) Many individuals with disabilities can-
not access existing telecommunications and
information technologies and are at risk of
not being able to access developing tech-
nologies. The failure of Federal and State
governments, hardware manufacturers, soft-
ware designers, information systems man-
agers, and telecommunications service pro-
viders to account for the specific needs of in-

dividuals with disabilities results in the ex- .

clusion of such individuals from the use of
telecornmunications and information tech-
nologies and results in unnecessary costs as-
sociated with the retrofitting of devices and
product systems.

‘(8) There are insufficient incentives for
the commercial pursuit of the application of
technology devices to meet the needs of indi-
viduals with disabilities, because of the per-
ception that such individuals constitute a
limited market.

‘49) At the Federal level, there 18 a lack of
coordination among agencies that provide or
pay for the provision of assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services. In
addition, the Federal Government does not
provide adequate assistance and information
with respect to the use of assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices to {ndividuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, sdvocates, and
authorized representatives, individuals who
work for public agencies, or for private enti-
ties (including insurers), that have contact
with individuals with disabilities, educators
and related services personnel, technology
experts (including engineers), employers, and
other appropriate individuals.”.

(¢) PURPOSES.—Section 2(b) (29 U.S.C.
2201(b)) is amended to read as follows:

‘“(b) PUrRPOSES.—The purposes of this Act
are as follows:

(1) To provide financial assistance to the
States to support systems change and advo-
cacy activities designed to assist each State
in developing and implementing a consumer-
responsive comprehensive statewide program
of technology-related assistance, for individ-
uals with disabilities of all ages, that is de-
signed to—

*(A) increase the availability of, funding
for, access to, and provision of, assistive
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technology devices
con. s and usudvf technology

‘/(B) increase the active involvement of in-
dividuals with disabilities and their family
members, guardians, advocates, and suthor-
ized representatives, in the planning, devel-
opment, implementation, and evaluation of
such a program;

‘(C) increase the {nvolvement of individ-
uals with disabilities and, if appropriate,
their family members, guardians, advocates,
or authorized representatives, in decisions
related to the provision of assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
{ces; .
‘(D) increase the provision of outreach to
underrepresented popuiations and rural pop-
ulations, to enable the two populations to
enjoy the benefits of programs carried out to
accomplish purposes described in this para-
graph to the same extent as other popu-
lations; .

‘(E) increase and promote coordination
among State agencies, and between State
agencies and private entities, that are in-
volved in carrying out activities under this
title, particularly providing assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices, that accomplish s purpose described in
another subparagraph of this paragraph;

“(FXi) increase the awareness of laws, reg-
ulations, policies, practices, procedures, and
organizational structures, that facilitate the
availability or provision of assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices; and

“(11) facilitate the change of laws,. regula-
tions, policies, practices, procedures, and or-
ganizational structures, that impede the
availability or provision of assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices; . : :

‘(G) increase the probability that individ-
uals with disabilities of all ages will, to the
extent appropriate, be able to secure and
maintain possession of assistive technology
devices as such individuals make the transi-
tion between services offered by human serv-

ice agencies or between settings of daily liv-

ing: -

‘*(H) enhance the skills and competencies
of individuals involved in providing assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services; : .

“(I) increase awareness and knowledge of
the efficacy of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services among—

‘(1) individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, and
authorized representatives;

*(11) individuals who work for public agen-
cies, or for private entities (including insur-
ers), that have contact with individuals with
disabilities; ) :

“({if) educators and related services per-
sonnel;

‘“(1v) technology experts (including engi-
neers);

‘‘(v) employers; and

‘Y(vl) other appropriate individuals;

*4J) increase the capacity of public agen-
cies and private entities to provide and pay
for assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services on & statewide basis for
individuals with disabilities of all ages, and

“(K) increase the awareness of the needs of
individuals with disabilities for assistive
technology devices and for assistive tech-
nology services.

“(2) To identify Federal policies that fa-
cilitate payment for assistive technology de- °
vices and assistive technology services, to
identify Federal policies that impede such
payment, and to eliminate inappropriate
barriers to such payment. . :

‘(3) To enhance the ability of the Federal
Government to provide States with—
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‘‘(A) technical assistance, information,
training, and public awareness programs re-
lating to the provision of assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices; and

**(B) funding for demonstration projects.’".

(d) PoLicy —Section 2 (29 U.S.C. 220)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

*(c) PoLIcY.—It is the policy of the United
States that all programs, projects, and ac-
tivities receiving assistance under this Act
shall be consumer-responsive and shall be
carried out in a manner consistent with the
principles of—

**(1) respect for individual dignity, personal
responsibility, self-determination. and pur-
suit of meaningful careers, based on in-
formed choice, of individuals with disabil-
{ties;

*(2) respect for the privacy, rights, and
equal access (including the use of accessible
formats), of such individuels;

*%(3) inclusion, integration, and full partici-
pation of such individuals;

*(4) support for the involvement of a fam-
ily member, a guardian, an advocate, or an
authorized representative, if an individual
with a disability requests, desires, or needs
such support; and

*(8) support for individual and systems ad-
vocacy and oommunity involvement.”.

SEC. 4 DEFINITIONS.

Section 3 (28 U.S.C. 2202) 18 amended—

(1) by redesignating paregraphs (1) through
(8) as paragraphs (2), (3), (7)., (8), (10). (11).
(13), and (14), respectively;

(2) by inserting before paragraph (2) (as re-
designated by paragraph (1)) the following:

*(1) ADVOCACY S8ERVICES.—The term ‘advo-
cacy servioces’, except as used as part of the
term ‘protection and advocacy services’,
means services— ’

‘“(A) provided to assist individuals with
disabilities and their family members,
guardians, advocates, and authorized rep-
resentatives in accessing assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices; and

“(B) provided throogh—

(1) individual case mamgement ror indi-
viduals with disabilities;

*(i1) representation of individuals with dis-
abilities (other than representation within
the definition of protection and advocacy
services);

‘(1) training of individuals with disabil-
ities and their family members, guardians,
advocates, and authorized representatives to
successfully conduct advocacy for them-
selves; or

“(iv) dissemination of information.”;

(3) in paregraph (3XE) (as redesignated by
paragraph (1)), by striking “family’” and all
that follows and inserting ‘‘the farmily mem-
bers, guardians, advocates, or authorized
representatives of such an individual: and”;

(4) by inserting after paragraph (3) (as re-
designated by paragraph (1)) the following:

“(4) COMPREHENSIVE STATEWIDE PROGRAM
OF TECHNOLOGY-RELATED ASSISTANCE.—The

term ‘comprehensive statewide program of

technology-related assistance’ means a
statewide program of technology-related as-
sistance developed and implemented by a
State under title I that—

(A) addresses the needs of all individuals
with disabilities, including members of
underrepresented populaticns and members

of rural populations;
“(B) addresses such needs without regard

to the age, type of disability, race. ethnicity,
or gender of such individuais, or the particu-
lar major life activity for which such indi-
viduals need the assistance; and

+(C) addresses such needs without requir-
ing that the assistance be provided through
any particular agency or service delivery
system.
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*(5) CONSBUMER-RESPONSIVE.—The term
‘consumer-responsive’ means, with respect to
an entity, program, or activity, that the en-
tity, prograim, or activity—

“(A) is easily acoessible to, and usable by,
individuals with disabilities and, when ap-
propriate, their family members, guardians,
advocates, or authorized representatives;

“(B) responds to the needs of individuals
with disabilities in a clmely and appropriate
manner; and

‘(C) facilitates the full and meaningful
participation of individuals with disabilities
(including individuals from underrepresented
populations and rural populations) and their
family members, guardians, advocates, and
authorized representatives, in—

‘(1) decisions relating to the provision of
assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services; and -

**(11) the planning, development, implemen—
tation, and evaluation of the comprehensive
statewide program of technology-relawd as-
sxst.a.nce

*(6) DISABILITY. —The term ‘disability’
means a condition of an individual that is
considered to be a disability or handicap for
the purposes of any Federal law other than
this Act or for the purposes of the law of the
8tate in which the individual resides.’";

(5) by striking paregraph (7) (as redesig-
nated by paragraph (1)) u.nd insertdns the fol-
lowing:

**(7) INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY; nmrvm-
UALS WITH DISABILITIES.—

“(A) INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY.—The
term ‘individual witha dim.bmty' means any
individual—

(1) who hasadimbmty:va.nd .

‘(1) who is or would be enabled by an
assistive technology device or an assistive
technology servioce to minimire deterioration
in functioning, to maintain a level of func-
tioning, or to achieve a greater level of func-
tioning in any major life activity.

*(B) INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES.—The
term ‘individuals with disabjlities’ means
more than one individual with a disability.”;

(6) in paragraph (8) (as rededgmwd by
paragraph (1))—

(A) by striking *‘section 435(b)“ and insert-
ing ‘‘section 1201(a)"’; and

(B) by striking *1865'° and inserting ‘1865
(20 U.8.C. 1i41(a))"";

(7) by inserting after paragraph (8) (a8 re-
designated by paragraph (1)) the following:

*(9) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SERVICES.—
Thse term ‘protection and advocacy services’
means eervices that—

‘“(A) are described in part C of the Devel-
opmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of
Rights Act (42 U.S.C. 6041 et seq.), the Pro-
tection and Advocacy for Mentally I Indi-
viduals Act (42 U.S.C. 10801 et seq.), Oor sec-
tion 509 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29
U.S.C. 794e); and

‘“(B) assist individuals with disabilities
with respect to assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services.”;

(8) in paragraph (11) (as redesignated by
paragraph (1))—

(A) by striking ‘'several States’’ and in-
serting ‘‘severn] States of the United
States'";

(B) by striking *“Virgin Ielands” and in-
serting “United States Virgin Islands’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘the Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands™ and inserting ‘'the Republic
of Palau {until the Compact of Free Associa-
tion with Palau takes effect)"’;

(%) by inrerting after such paragraph (11)
the following:

“(12) SYSTEMS CHANGE AND ADVOCACY AC-
TIVITIES.—The term ‘systems change and ad-
vocacy activities’ means efforts that result
in laws, regulations, policies, practices, or
organigational structures that promote
consumer-responsive programs or entities
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and that facilitate and increase access to, -
provision of, and funding for, assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv- -
ices on a permanent basis, in order to em-
power individuals with disabilities to
achieve greater independence, productivity,
and integration and {nclusion within the
community and the work force.’";

(10) in paragraph (13) (as redesignated by
paragraph (1))—

(A) by striking ‘‘functions performed and
activities carried out under section 101" and
inserting ‘‘assistance provided through sys-
tems change and advocacy activities'; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘any of subparagraphs (A) -
through (K) of* before “section 2(bX1)'*; and

(11) by amending paragraph (14) (as redesig-
nated by paragraph (1)) to read as follows:

“(14) UNDERREPRESENTED POPULATION.—
‘The term ‘underrepresented population® in-
cludes a population such as minorities, the
poor, and persons with llmibed-Engnsh pro-
ficlency.'".

TITLE I—GRANTS TO STATES .

SEC. 101. PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.

(a) GRANTS TO STATES—Section 101(a) (29
U.8.C. 2211(a)) is amended—

(1) by inserting after “provisions of this
title’” the following: ‘‘to support systems
change and advocacy activities designed’;
and

(2) by striking ‘‘to develop and implement”
and inserting ‘‘in developing and implement-

(b) ACTIVITIES.—Section 101 (29 U.S.C. 2211)
is amended by striking subsections (b) o,nd
(c) and inserting the following:

*(b) ACTIVITIES.—Any State that receives a
grant under section 102 or 103 shall use the
funds made available through the grant to -
accomplish the purposes described in section
2(bX1) and, in accomplishing such purposes,
may carry out any of the following systems
change and advocacy activities:

“(1) MODEL BYSTEMS AND ALTERNATIVE
STATE-FINANCED SYSTEMS.—The S8tate may
support activities to increase acoess to, and_
funding for, assistive technology, including—

‘(A) the development, and evaluation of
the efficacy, of model delivery systems that
provide assistive technology devices and .
assistive technology services to individuals
with disabilities, that pay for such devices
and services, and that, if successful, could be
replicated or generally applied, such as—

*(1) the development of systems for the
purchase, lease, other acquisition, or pay-
ment for the provision, of assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices; or

“(11) the establishment 6f alternative State
or privately financed systems of subsidies for
the provision of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services, such ags—

“(I) & loan system for assistive technology
devices;

‘(1) an income-contingent loan fund;

‘‘(I1I) a low-interest loan fund;

*(IV) a revolving loan fund;

(V) a loan insurance program; or

‘“AVID) a partnership with private entities
for the purchase, leage, or other acquisition
of assistive technology devices and the provi-
sion of assistive technology services;

“(B) the demonstration of assistive tech-
nology devices, including—

“*(1) the provision of a location or locations
within the State where—

“(I) individuals with disabilities and tbeir
family members, guerdians, advocates, and
authorized representatives;

‘“(II) education, rehabilitation, health care,
and other service providers;

*YIl) {ndividuals who work for Federal,
Sitate, or local government entities; and

“(IV) employers,
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can see and touch assistive technology de-
vices, and learn about the devices from per-
sonnel who are familiar with such devices
and their applications;

*(11) the provision of counseling and assist-
ance to individuals with disabilities and
their family members, guardians, advocates,
and authorized representatives to determine
individual needs for assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services; and

*‘(i11) the demonstration or short-term loan
of assistive technology devices to individ-

uals, employers, public agencies, or public:

accommodations seeking strategies to com-
ply with the Americans with Disabilities Act
of 1990 (42 U.8.C. 12101 et seq.) and secticn 504
of the Rehsbllitation Act of \973 (29 v.s.C.
794); and

*“(C) the establishment of information sys-
tems about, and recycling centers for, the re-
distribution of assistive techrnology devices
and equipment that may include device and
equipment loans, rentals, or gifts.

‘“(2) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—Tthe
State may support activities—

‘“(A) to identify and coordinate Federal
and State policies, resources, and services,
relating to the provision of assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices, including entering into interagency
agreements;

‘(B) to convene interegency work groups
to enhance public funding options and co-
ordinate socess to funding for assistive tech-
nology devioces and assistive technology serv-
ices for individuals with disabilities of all
ages, with special attention to the issues of
transition (such as transition from school to
work, and transition from participation in
programs under part H of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.8.C.
1471 et seq.), to participation in programs
under part B of such Act (20 U.S.C. 1411 et
80q.)) home use, and individusl involvement
in the identification, planning, use, delivery,
and evaluation of such devices and services;
or

“(C) to document and disseminate informa-
tion about interagency activities that pro-
mote coordination with respect to assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services, including evidence of increased par-
ticipation of 8tate and local special edu-
cation, vocatiofal rehabilitation, and State
medical assistance agencies and depart-
ments.

+43) OUTREACH.—The State may carry out
activities to encourage the creation or main-
tenance of, support, or provide assistance to,
statewide and community-based organiza-
tions, or systems, that provide assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services to individuals with Adisabilities or
that assist individuals with disabilities in
using assistive techpology devices and
assistive technology services. Such activities
may include outreach to consumer organiza-
tions and groups in the State to coordinate
the activities of the organizations eund
groups with efforts (inciuding self-help, sup-
port groups, and peer mentoring) to assist
individuals with disabilities and their family
members, guardians, advocates, or author-
ized representatives, to obtain funding for,
and access to, assistive technology cevices
and assistive technoiogy services.

*(4) EXPENSES.—The State may pay f{or ex-
penses, including travel expenses, and serv-
fces, including services of qualified inter-
preters. readers. and personal care &ssist-
ants, that may be necessary Lo ensure access
to the comprehensive statewide program of
technology-related assistance by individuals
with disabilities who are determined by the
State to be {n financial need.

“(5) STATEWIDE NEEDS ASSESSMENT.—The
State may conduct a statewide needs assess-
ment that may be based on data in existeace
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on the date on which the assessment is initi-
ated and may include—

““(A) estimates of the numbers of individ-
uals with disabilities within the State, cat-
egorized by residence, type and extent of dis-
abilities, nge, race, gender, and ethnicity;

“(B) in the case of an assessment carried
out under a development grant, a description
of efforts, during the fiscal year preceding
the first fiscal year for which the State re-
oeived such & grant, to provide assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services to individuals with disabilities with-
in the State, including—

‘(1) the number of individoals with disabil-
ities who received appropriate assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices; and

*(11) a description of the devices and serv-
ices provided;

*(C) izformetion on the number of individ-
uals with disabilities who are in need of
assistive technology devices and assistive
technology eervices, and & description of the
devices and services needed;

‘(D) information on the cost of providing
assistive technology devices and assistive

technology services to sall individuals with

disabilities within the State who need such
devices and servioes;

‘(E) a description of State and local public
resources and private resources (inciuding
insuranoe) that are avaiiable to establish a
consumer-responsive comprehensive state-
wide program Of technology-related assist-

“F) information identifying Federal and
State laws, reguiations, policies, practioes,
procedures, and organfzational structures,
that facilitate or interfere with the oper-
ation of & consumer-responsive comprehen-
sive statewide program of technology-related
assistance;

‘“4G) & description of the procurement poli-
cies of the State and the extent to which
such policies will ensure, to ths extent prac-
ticable, that assistive technology devices
purchased, leased, or otherwise acquired
with assistance made available through a
grant made under section 102 or 103 sre com-
patible with other technology devices, in-
cluding technology devices designed pri-
marily for use by—

*4(1) individuals who are not individuals
with disabilities; .

(1) individuals who are elderly; or

“(i11) individuals with particular disadil-
ities; and

“*(H) information resulting from an faquiry
sbout whether a State agency or task force
(composed of individuals representing the
State and individuals representing the pri-
vate sector) should study the practices of
private insurance companies holding licenses
within the State that offer health or disabil-
ity insurance policies under which an indi-
vidual may obtain reimbursement for—

‘(i) the purchase, lease, or other acquisi-
tion of assistive technology devices; or

(1) the use of assistive technology serv-
ices.

“(6) PUBLIC AWARENESS8 PROGRAM.—

“(A) In GENERAL —The State may—

(1) support a public awareness program
designed to provide information relating to
the availability and efficacy of assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services for—

(D) individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, or
authorized representatives;

“(11) individuals who work for public agen-
cles, or for private entities (including insur-
ers), that have contact with individusls with
dizabilities;

‘(III) educators and related services per-
sonnel;
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“(IV) technology experts (including engi-
neers);

(V) employers; and

*(VI) other appropriate {ndividuals and en-
tities; or

**(11) establish and support such a program
if no such program exists.

“(B) CONTENTS.—Such a public awareness
program may include—

“(1) the development and dissemination of
information relating to—

(1) the nature of assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services;

(1) the appropristeness, cost, and avail-
ability of, and access to, assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services;
and '

“(I0I) the efficacy of assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services
with respect to enhancing the capacity of {n-
dividuals with disabilities;

*‘(11) the development of procedures for
providing direct communication among pub-
lic providers of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services and be-
tween public providers and private providers
of such devices and services (including em-
ployers); and

*(411) the development and dissemination
of information relating to the use of the pro-
gram by individuals with disabilities and
their family members, guardians, advocates,
or authorized representatives, profeesionals
who work in a field related to an activity de-
scribed in this section, and other appropriate
individuals.

*(7) TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—
The State may carry out directly, or may
provide support to a public or private entity
to carry cut, training and technical assist-
ance activities—

“(A) that— -

‘(1) are provided for individuals with dis-
abilities and their family members, gnard-
fans, advocates, and authorized representa-
tives, and other appropriate individuals; and

“(11) may include— .

(1) training in the use of assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices;

*(I1) the development of written materials,
training, and technicae) assistance describing
the means by which agencies consider the
needs of an individual with a disability for
assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services in developing, for the in-
dividual, any individualizred education pro-
gram described in section 614(aX$5) of the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education Act (20
U.S.C. 1414(aX5)), any individualized written
rehabilitation program described in section
102 of the Rebhabilitation Act of 1973 (29
U.8.C. 722), any individualized family service
plan described {n seotion 677 of the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act (20
U.S.C. 1477). end any other individualized
pilans or programs;

‘(111 training regarding the rights of the
persons described in clause (i) to assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services under any law other than this Act,
to promote fuller independence, productiv-
ity, and inclusion in snd integration into so-
ciety of such persons; and

‘(IV) trafning to increase consumer par-
ticipation in the identification, planning,
use, delivery, and evaluation of assistive
technclogy devices and assistive technology
services; and

“(B) that—

‘*(1) enhance the assistive technology skilis
and competencies of—

(1) individusals who work for public agen-
cies, or for private entities (including {nsur-
ers), that have contact with individuals with
disabilities;

*(I1) educators and related servioes person-
nel:;



H 306

*(III) technology experts (including engi-
neers),

‘(IV) employers; and

*'(V) other appropriate personnel; and

*(11) include taking actions to facilitate
the development of standards, or, when ap-
propriate, the spplication of such standards,
to ensure the availability of qualified per-
sonnel.

*(8) PROGRAM DATA.—The State may sup-
port the compilation and evaluation of ap-
propriate data related to a program de-
scribed in subsection ().

‘(9) ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY-RELATED INFOR-
MATION.—

*‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The State may develop,
operate, or expand a system for public access
to information concerning an activity car-
ried out under another paragraph of this sub-
section, Including information about
assistive technology devices snd assistive
technology services, funding sources and
costs of such assistance, and individuals, or-
ganizations, and agencies capable of carrying
out such an activity for individuals with dis-
abilities.

*{B) ACCES8.—Access to the system may be
provided through community-based entities,
including public libraries, centers for inde-
pendent living (as defined in section 702(1) of
the Rebabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C.
796a(1))), and community rehabilitation pro-
grams (as defined in section 7(25) of such Act
(29 U.8.C. 706(25))).

‘(C) 8YSTEM.—In developing, operating, or
expanding a system described in subpara
graph (A), the State may—

**(1) develop, comptile, and categorize print,

- large print, braille, audio, and video mate-
rials, computer disks, compect discs (includ-
ing compact discs formatted with read-only
memory), information that can be used in
telephone-based information systems, and
such other media as technological innova-
tion may make appropriate;

*(41) identify and classify existing funding
sources, and the conditions of and criteria
for access to such sources, including any
funding mechanisms or strategies developed
by the State;

*(1if) identify existing support groups and
systems designed to help individuals with
disabilities make effective use of an activity
carried out under another parsgraph of this
subsection; and

‘(iv) maintain & record of the extent to
which citizens of the State use or make in-
quiries of the system established in subpara-
graph (A), and of the nature of such inquir-
ies.

‘(D) LINKAGES8.—The information system
may be organized on an interstate basis or as
part of a regional consortium of States in
order to facilitate the establishment of com-
patible, linked information systems.

**(10) INTERSTATE ACTIVITIES.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The State may enter
into cooperative agreements with other
States to expand the capacity of the States
involved to assist individuals with disabil-
ities of all ages to learn about, acquire, use,
maintain, adapt, and upgrade assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices that such individuals need at home, at
school, at work, or in other environments
that are part of daily living.

*(B) ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION.—The
State may operate or participate in a com-
puter system through which the State may
electronically communicate with other
States to gain technical assistance in a time-
ly fashion and to avoid the duplication of ef-
forts already undertaken in other States.

"(11) PARTNERSHIPS AND COOPERATIVE INI-
TIATIVES.—The State may support the estab-
lishment or continuation of partnerships and
cooperative initiatives between the public
sector and the private sector t0 promote
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greater participation by business and indus-
try in—

*(A) the developmient, demonstration, and
dissemination of assistive mchnolos'y de-
vices; and

*Y(B) the oneoine xrovislon of information
about new products to assist individuals
with disabilities.

**(12) ADVOCACY BERVICES.—The State may
provide advocacy services.

*(13) OTHER ACTIVITIES.—The State may
utilize amounts made availdble through
grants made under section 102 or 103 for any
systems change and advocacy activities,
other than the activities described in an-
other paragraph of this subsection, that are
necessary for developing, implementing, or
evaluating the consumer-responsive com-
prehensive statewide program of technology-
related assistance. .

*(c) NONSUPPLANTATION.—In carrying out
systems change and sadvocacy activities
under this title, the State shall ensure that
the activities supplement, and not supplant,
similar activities that have been carried out
pursuant to other Federal or State law.’,
SEC. 102. DEVELOPMENT GRANTS.

Section 102 (29 U.8.C. 2212) is a.mended——

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking *‘3-year grants” and insert-
ing “3-year grants to support systems change
and advocacy activities described in seotion
101(b) (including activities described in sub-
section (eX7))”; and

(B) by striking *‘to develop and implement_
statewide programs' and inserting ‘“‘in devel-
oping and implementing oconsumer-respon-
sive comprehensive statewide programs™;

(2) by striking subsection (b);

(3) by redesignating subsections (¢) and (d)
as subsections (b) and (¢), respectively;

(4) in subsection (b) (as redesignated in
paragraph (3)y—

(A) in paragraph (3XC), by striking “‘state-
wide program' and inserting ‘‘consumer-re-
sponsive comprehensive statewide program™;
and N . L N
(B) in paragraph (5)—

(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by striking *‘(A)” and inserting *‘(A)
STATE.—"";

(II) by inserting “‘United States™ before
“Virgin Islands’’; and

(IIT) by striking “Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands” and inserting ‘‘Republic of
Palau’’; and

(i1) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) by st.rlking *“(B)” and inserting *(B)
TERRITORY.—

(II) by inserting‘ **United St,aces" before
*“Virgin Islands’’; and '

(III) by striking *“Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands™ and inserting ‘‘Republic of
Palau (until the Compact of Free Associa-
tion takes effect)’’;

(6) in paragraph (2) of subsection (c) (a8 re-
designated in paragraph (3)) by striking
statewide programs’ and inserting
*‘consumer-responsive comprehensive state-
wide programs’’;

(6) by inserting after such subsection (c)
the following:

**(d) DESIGNATION OF THE LEAD AGENCY.~—

**(1) DESIGNATION.—The Governor of any
State that desires to receive a grant under
this section shall designate the office, agen-
cy. entity, or individual (referred to in this
Act as the 'lead agency’) responsible for—

**(A) submitting the application described
in subsection (e) on behalf of the State;

*(B) administering and supervising the use
of amounts made available under the grant;

*(Cx1) coordinating efforts related to, and
supervising the preparation of, the applica-
tion;

**(i{) coordinating the planning, develop-
ment, implementation, and evaluation of the
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consumer-responsive comprehensive state-
wide program of technology-related assist-
ance among public agencies and between
public agencies and private agencles, includ-
ing coordinating efforts related to entering
into interagency agreements; and

*(111) coordinating efforts related to, and
supervising, the active, timely, and mean-
ingful participation by individusls with dis-
abilities and their family members, gusrd-
fans, advocates, or authorized representa-
tives, and other appropriate individuals,
with respect to activities carried out under
the grant; and

‘(D) the delegation, in whole or 1n pe.rt.. of
any responsibilities described in subpers-
graph (A), (B), or (C) to one or more appro-
priate omces agencies, entities, or individ-
uals.

‘(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—In designating the
lead agency, the Governor may designate—

*“(A) a commission appointed by the Gov-
ernor;

*(B) a public-private partnership or con-
sortium; ]

‘(C) a unjversity-affiliated program;

(D) a public agency;

*(E) a council established under Federal or
State law; or

*(F') another appropriate ofnoe. agency,
entity, or individual.

*(3) ABILITIES OF LEAD AGENCY.—-Tha State
shall provide, in accordance with subsection
{eX1), evidence that the lead agency has the
ability—

‘“(A) to respond to assistive technology
needs across disabilities and ages:

*(B) to promote the availability through-
out the State of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services; :

*(C) to promote and implement systems

‘thange and advocacy activities;

*(D) to promote and develop public-private
partnerships;

‘“(E) to exercise leadership in identifying
and responding to the technology needs of
individuals with disabilities and their family
members, guardians, advocates, and author-
ized representatives;

*(F) to promote consumer conﬂdence re-
sponsiveness, and advocacy; and

*(G) to exercise leadership in implement-
ing effective strategies for &pacity building,
staff and consumer training, and enhance- _
ment of access to funding for assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices across agencies.”;

(7) in subsection (e)—

(A) by suriking paragraphs (1), (2), and (3)
and inserting the following:

*(1) DESIGNATION OF THE LEAD AGENCY.—-In-
formation identifying the lead agency des-
ignated by the Governor under subsection
(dX1), and the evidence described in sub-
section (d)(3).

**(2) AGENCY INVOLVEMENT.—A description
of the nature and extent of involvement of
various State agencies, including the State
insurance department, in the preparation of
the application and the continuing role of
each agency in the development and imple-
mentation of the consumer-responsive com-
prehensive statewide program of technology-
related assistance, including the identifica-
tion of the available resources and financial
responsibility of each agency for paying for
assistive technology devices and ass:st,ive
technology services.

*(3) INVOLVEMENT.—

*(A) CONSUMER INVOLVEMENT.—A descrip-
tion of procedures that provide for—

*(1XI) the active involvement of individ-
uals with disabilities and their family mem-
bers, guardians, advocates, and authorized
representatives, and other appropriate indi-
viduals, in the development, implementa-
tion, and evaluation of the program: and
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(1) the active involvement, to ths maxi-
mum extent appropriate, of individuals with
disabilities who use assistive technology de-
vices or assistive technology services, in de-
cisions relating to such devices and services;
and

11y mechanisms for determining
consumer satisfaction and participation of
individuals with disabilities who represent a
variety of ages and types of disabilities, in
the oonsumer-responsive oomprehensive
statewide program of technology-related as-
sistance.

*(B) PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT.—A description
of the nature and extent of—

“(1) the involvement, in the designation of
the lead agency under subsection (d), and in
the development of the applicahon. of—

“(I) individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, sdvocates, or
authorized representatives:

**(I1) other appropriate individuals who are
not empioyed by a State agency; and

‘(XX1) organizations, providers, and inter-
ested parties, in the private sector; and

**(11) the continuing role of the individusals
and entities described in clause (1) in the pro-

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘under-
served groups" and inserting
“underrepresented populations or rural pop-
ulations’.

(C) tn paragraphs (4) and (5), by striking
“statewide program’ each place the term ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘consumer-responsive
comprehensive statewide program';

(D) by striking paragraphs (6). (7). and (17);

(E) by redesignating paragraphs (8) and (9)
a8 paragraphs (17) and (18). respectively, and
transferring such paragraphs to the end of
the sudbsection;

(F) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing:

*(6) GOALB, OBJECTIVES, ACTIVITIES, .AND
OUTCOMES.—Information on the program
with respect to—

“(A) the goals and objectives of the State

for the program;

*(B) the systems change and advocacy ac-
tivities that the Btate plans to carry out
under the program; and

+(C) the expected outcomes of the State for
the program, consistent with the purposes
described in section 2(b)1).

*“(7) PRIORITY ACTIVITIES.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—An assurance that the
Btate will use funds made awvailable under
this section or section 103 to accomplish the
purposes described in section 2(bX1) and the
goals, objectives, and outcomnes described in
paragraph (6), and to carry out the systems
change and advocacy activities described in
paragraph (6)B), in a manner that s
consumer-responsive.

s(B) PARTICULAR ACTIVITTES.—ADR assurance
that the State, in carrying out such systems
change srd advocacy activities, shall carry
out activities regarding—

(i) the development. implemestation, and
monivoring of State, regionsl, and local
laws, regulations, policies, practices, proce-
dures, and organizaticnel structures, that
will improve access to, provision of, furnding
for, and timely acquisition and delivery of,
assistive technology devices and sassistive
technology services:

'(11) the development and iniplementstion
of strategies to overcome barriers regarding
&ccess to, proviaion of, and funding for, such
devices and services, with priority for identi-
fication of barriers to funding through Stave
education (1ncluding special education) serv-
ices. vocational rehabilitation services, and
medical assistapce services or, as appro-
priate, other health and human services, and
with particular emphasis on overcoming bar-
riers for underrepresented populations and
rural populations;
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*(14{) ooordination of activities among
State agencies, in order t0 facilitate access
to, provision of, and funding for, assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services;

“(iv) the development and knplemenutiou
of strategies to empower individuals with
disabilities and their family members,
guardians, advocates, and authorized rep-
resentatives, 10 successfully advocate for in-
creased access to, funding for, and provision
of, assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services, and to increase the par-
ticipation, choice, and control of such indi-
viduals with disabilities and their family
members, guardians, advocates, and author-
ized representatives in the selection and pro-
curement of assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services;

*(vy the provision of outreach o
underrepresented populations and rural pop-
ulations, including identifying and assessing
the needs of such populations, providing ac-
tivities to increase the accessibility of serv-
ices to such populations, training represent-
atives of such populations to become service
providers, and training staff of the
consumer-responsive comprehensive state-
wide program of technology-related assist-
ance to work with such populations; and

“(vi) the development and implementation
of strategies to emsure timely acguisition
and delivery of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services, particu-
larly for children,

unless the State demonstrates through the
progress reports required under section 104
that significant progress has been made in
the development and implementation of a
consumer-responsive ocomprehensive state-
wids program of technology-related assist-
ance, and that other systems change and ad-
vocacy activities will increase the likelihood
that the program will accomplish the pur-
poses described in section 2(bX1).

“(8) ABSESSMENT.—AD assurance that the
Btate will conduct an annual assessment of
the consumer-responsive comprehensive
statewide program of technology-related as-
sistance, in order to determine—

“(A) the extent to which the State's goals
and objectives for systems change and advo-
cacy activities, as identified in the State
plan under paragraph (6), have been
achieved; and - ’

*(B) the areas of need that require atten-
tion in the next year.

*(9) DATA COLLECTION.—A description of—

“{A) the data collection system used for
complling information on the program, con-
sistent with such requirements as the Bec-
retary may establish for such systems, snd,
when a national classification system is de-
veloped pursuant to section 201, consistent
with such classification system; and

*(B) procedures that will be used to con-
duct evaluations of the program.’;

(G) in paragraphs (11XBx1) and (12XB) by
striking *-individual with disabilities’” arnd
{nserting *‘{ndividual with a disability';

(H) in paragraph (16} A), by striking “the
families or representatives of individuals
with disabilities’’ and inserting *‘their fam-
fly members, guardians, advocates, or au-
thorized representatives’’; and

(1) by adding at the end the following:

*{12) AUTHORITY TO USE FUNDS8.—AnN assur-
ance that the lead egency will have the au-
thority to use funde made available through
a ¢rant made under this section or section
103 to comply with the requirements of this
section or section 103, respectively, including
the ability to hire qualified staff necessary
to carry out activities under the program.

*(20) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY BERV-
ICES.—Either—

**(A) an assurance that the State will an-
nually provide, from the funds made avail-
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able to the Btats through & grant made
under this section or section 103, an amount
calculated in accordance with subsection
()4), in order to make s grant to, or enter
into a contract with, an entity to support
protection and advocecy services through
the systems established to provide proteo-
tion and advocacy under the Developmental
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Righte Act
(42 U.S.C. 6000 et seq.), the Protection and
Advocacy for Mentally 11l Individuals Act (42
U.S.C. 10801 et seq.), and section 509 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.8.C. T94e); or

*(B) at the discretion of the Btate, a re-
quest that the Secretary annually reserve,
from the funds made available to the State
through a grant made under this section or
section 103, an amount calculated in accord-
ance with subsection ()(4), in order for the
Secretary to make a grant to or enter into a
contract with such a system to support pro-
tection and advocacy services.

*(21) TRAINING ACTIVITIES.—AIN ASSUrance
that the Stete—

*(A) will develop and implement strategies
for including personnel training regarding
assistive technology within existing Federal-
and State-funded training initiatives, in
order to enhance assistive technology skills
and competencies; and . .

*(B) will document such tmaining

“(22) LIMIT ON INDIRECT COSTS.—An assur-
ance that the percentage of the funds re-
ceived under the grant that {s used for indi-
rect costs shall not exceed 10 peroent. - :

**(23) COORDINATION WITH STATE COUNCILS.—
An assurance that the lead -agency will co-
ordinate the activities funded through a
grant made under this section or section 103

with - the sactivities carried out by other
coundcils within the State, including—
© “(A) any council or commission specified
in the assurance provided by the Btate in aco-
cordance with section 101(a)36) of the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973 (28 U.8.C. T21(aX36));

“(B) the Statewide Independent Living
Counci] established under section 705 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1873 (28 U.B.C. T96d); -
.*YC) the advisory panel established under
section 613(aX12) of the individusls with Dis-
abilities Education Act (20 U.8.C. 1413(aX12));

*D) the 8tete Interagency Coordinating
Council established under section 682 of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(20 U.8.C. 1482):

‘(E) the State Planning Council described
in section 124 of the Developmental Disabil-
ities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (42
U.8.C. 6024);

**(F) the State mental health planning
council established under section 19814 of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.8.C. 300x-3);
and

“(G) any counci] established under section
204, 206(gX2XA), or TIAaX3IXH) of the Older
Americans Act of 1965 2 U.S8.C. 3015,
301T(EN2XA), or 3058g(a)3)H)).

*(24) COORDINATION WITH OTHER SYSTEMS
CHANGE AND ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES.—AD agsur-
ance that there wiil be coordination between
the activities funded through the grant and
other related systems change and advocacy
activities funded by either Federal or State
8OUrCes,

*(25) OTHER INFORMATION AND ASSUR-
ANCES.—Such other information and assur-
ances as the Secretary may reasonably re-
quire."”; and

(8) by adding at the end the following:

“{f) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

“(1) REQUIREMENTS.—A State that, as of
June 30, 1993, has provided for protection and
advocacy services through an entity that—

“(A) is capable of performing the functions
that would otherwise be performed under
subeection (eX20) by the system described in
subsection (e)20); and
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*(B) I8 not & system descridbed in such sub-
section,
shall be considered to meet the requirements
of such subsection. Such entity shall receive
funding to provide such .protection and advo-
cacy services in accordance with paragraph
(4), and shall comply with the same require-
ments of this title (other than the require-
ments of such subeection) as & system that
receives funding under such subsection.

‘(2) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SERVICE
PROVIDER REPORT.—

‘(A) PREPARATION.—A system that re-
ceives funds under subsection (e)X20) to carry
out the protection and advocacy services de-
scribed in subsection (eX20XA) in a State, or
an entity described in paragraph (1) that car-
ries out such services in the State, shall pre-
pere reports that contain such information
as the Secretary may require, including the
following: .

(1) A description of the activities carried
out by the system or entity with such funds.

(1) Documentation of significant
progress, in providing protection and advo-
cacy services, in each of the following areas:

‘*“(I) Conducting activities that are
consumer-responsive, including activities
that will lead to increased access to funding
for assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services.

*(I1) Executing legal, administrative, and
other appropriate means of representation to
implement systems change and advocacy ac-
tivities.

‘(I11) Developing and implementing strate-
gles designed to enhance the long-term abili-
ties of individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, and
authorized representatives to successfully
advocate for assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services to which
the individuals with disabilities are entitled
under law other than this Act.

*(IV) Coordinating activities with protec-
tion and advocacy services funded through
sources other than this Act, and coordinat-
ing activities with the systems change and
advocacy activities carried out by the State
lead agency.

“(B) SuBMmission.—The system or entity
shall submit the reports to the program de-
scribed in subsection (a) in the State not less
often than every 6 months.

*(C) UPDATES.—The system or entity shall
provide monthly updates to the program de-
scribed in subsection (a) concerning the ac-
tivitles and information described in sub-
paragraph (A).

**(3) CONSULTATIUN WITH STATE PROGRAMS.—
Before making a grant or entering into a
contract under subsection (eX20)}B) to sup-
port the protection and advocacy services de-
scribed in subsection (eX20)XA) in a State,
the Secretary shall solicit and consider the
opinions of the lead agency in the State with
respect to the terms of the grant or contract.

*(4) CALCULATION OF EXPENDITURES.—

*(A) IN GENERAL.—For each fiscal year, for
each State receiving a grant under this sec-
tion or section 103, the Secretary shall speci-
fy a minimum amount that the State shall
use to provide protection and advocacy serv-
fces.

*(B) INITIAL YEARS OF GRANT.—Except as
provided in subparagraph (C) or (D)—

(i) the Secretary shall calculate such
minimum amount for a State based on the
size of the grant, the needs of individuals
with disabilities within the State, the popu-
lation of the State, and the geographic size
of the State; and

*(11) such minimum amount shall be not
less than $40,000 and not more than $100,000.

*(C) FOURTH YEAR OF SECOND EXTENSION
GRANT.—If a State receives a second exten-
sion grant under section 103(a)(2), the Sec-
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retary shall specify & minimum amount
under subparagraph (A) for the fourth year
(if any) of the grant period that shall equal
16 percent of the minimum amount specified
for the State under such subparagraph for
the third year of the second extension grant
of the State. i

‘(D) FIFTH YEAR OF BECOND EXTENSION
GRANT.—If a State receives a second exten-
sion grant under section 103(aX2), the Sec-
retary shall specify & minimum amount
under subparagraph (A) for the fifth year (if
any) of the grant period that shall equal 50
percent of the minimum amount specified
for the State under such subparagraph for
the third year of the second extension grant
of the State.

*(E) PROHIBITION.—After the fifth year (if
any) of the grant period, no Federal funds
may be made available under this title by
the State to a system described in subsection
(e)X20) or an entity described in paragraph
(1)‘-¢' :
SEC. 103. EXTENSION GRANTS.

Section 103 (29 U.8.C. 2213) 18 amended to
read as follows:

“SEC. 103. EXTENSION GRANTS.

‘‘(a) EXTENSION GRANTS.—

*(1) INITIAL EXTENSION GRANT.—The Sec-
retary may award an initial extension grant,
for a period of 2 years, to any State that
meets the standards specified in subsection
(bX1).

**(2) SECOND EXTENSION GRANT.—The Sec-
retary may award a second extension grant,
for a period of not more than 5 years, to any
State that meets the standards specified in
subsection (bX2).

**(b) STANDARDS.—

*(1) INITIAL EXTENSION GRANT.—In order for
a State to receive an initial extension grant
under this section, the designated lead agen-
cy of the State shall—

“(A) provide the evidence described in sec-
tion 102(dX3); and

‘“(B) demonstrate that the State has made

" significant progress, and has carried out sys-

tems change and advocacy activities that
have resulted in significant progress, toward
the development and implementation of a
consumer-responsive comprehensive state-
wide program of technology-related assist-
ance, consistent with sections 2(bX1), 101,
and 102.

*(2) SECOND EXTENSION GRANT.—

**(A) RESPONSIBILITIES OF DESIGNATED LEAD
AGENCY.—In order for a State to receive a
second extension grant under this section,
the designated lead agency shall—

(i) provide the evidence and make the
demonstration described in paragraph (1);

**(11) describe the steps the State has taken
or will take to continue on a permanent
basis the consumer-responsive comprehen-
sive statewide program of technology-related
assistance with the ability to maintain, at a
minimum, the outcomes achieved by the sys-
tems change and advocacy activities; and

*(i11) identify future funding options and
commitments for the program from the pub-
lic and private sector and the key individ-
uals, agencies, and organizations to be in-
volved in, and to direct future efforts of, the
program.

*(B) DETERMINATION OF COMPLIANCE.~In
making any award to a State for a second ex-
tension grant, the Secretary shall (except as
provided in section 105(a)(2)(A)(iii)) make
such award contingent on a determination,
based on the onsite visit required under sec-
tion 105(a)(2X A)(ii), that the State is making
significant progress toward development and
implementation of a consumer-responsive
comprehensive statewide program of tech-
nology-related assistance. If the Secretary
determines that the State is not making
such progress, the Secretary may take an ac-

February 8, 1994

tion described in section 105(bX2), in accord-
ance with the applicable procedures de-
scribed in section 105.

*(c) AMOUNTS OF GRANTS.—

(1) INITIAL EXTENSION GRANTS.—

*(A) IN GENERAL.— )

() STATES.—From amounts appropriated
under section 108 for any fiscal year, the 8eo-
retary shall pay an amount that is not less
than $500,000 and not greater than $1,500,000
to each State (other than a State described
in clause (i1)) that receives an initial exten-
sion grant under subsection (aX1).

*(11) TERRITORIES.—From amounts appro-
priated under section 108 for any fiscal year,
the Secretary shall pay an amount that is
not greater than $150,000 to any of the follow-
ing States that receives an initial extension
grant under subsection (a)1):

**(I) The United States Virgin Islands.

*(I1) Guam.

‘(I11) American Samoa.

*(IV) The Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands.

(V) The Republic of Palau (until the Com-
pact of Free Association takes effect).

*(B) CALCULATION OF AMOUNT.—The Sec-
retary shall calculate the amount described
in clause (1) or (11) of subparagraph (A) with
respect to a State on the basis of—

‘(1) amounts available for making grants
pursuant to subsection (aX1);

*(i1) the population of the State; .

“*(1i1) the types of assistance to be provided
in the State; and

*(iv) the amount of resources committed
by the State and available to the State from
other sources.

*C) PRIORITY FOR PREVIOUSLY PARTICIPAT-
ING STATES.—Amounts appropriated in any
fiscal year for purposes of carrying out sub-
section (a)(1) sball first be made available to
States that received assistance under this
section during the fiscal year preceding the
fiscal year concerned.

‘(D) INCREASES.—In providing any in-
creases in {nitial extension grants under sub-
section (a)X1) above the amounts provided to
States under this section for fiscal year 1993,
the Secretary may give priority to—

*({d) the States (other than the States de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii)) that have the
largest populations, based on the most re-
cent census data, and .

“(ii) the States (other than the States de-
scribed in subparagraph (AXii)) that are
sparsely populated, with a wide geographic
spread,
where such characteristics have impeded the
development of a consumer-responsive, com-
prehensive statewide program of technology-
related assistance.

*(2) SECOND EXTENSION GRANTS.—

“(A) AMOUNTS AND PRIORITY.—The amounts
of, and the priority of applicants for, the sec-
ond extension grants awarded ugder sub-
section (a)(2) shall be determined by the Sec-
retary, except that—

‘(1) the amount paid to a State for the
fourth year (if any) of the grant period shall
be 75 percent of the amount paid to the State
for the third year of the grant period;

(1) the amount paid to a State for the
fifth year (if any) of the grant period shall be
50 percent of the amount paid to the State
for the third year of the grant period; and

*'(iii) after the fifth year of the grant pe-
riod, ro Federal funds may be made avail-
able to the State under this title.

‘*(B) INCREASES8.—In providing any in-
creases in second extension grants under
subsection (a)(2) above the amounts provided
to States under this section for fiscal year
1993, the Secretary may give priority to
States described in paragraph (IXD).

‘(d) APPLICATION.—A State that desires to
receive an extension grant under this section
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shall submit an application to the Secretary
that contains the following information and
assurances with respect to the consumer-re-
sponsive comprehensive statewide program
of technology-related aessistance in the
State:

‘(1) INFORMATION AND ASBURANCES.—The
information and assurances described {n sec-
tion 102(e), except the preliminary needs as-
sessment described in section 102(eX4).

“(2) NEEDS; PROBLEMS; STRATEGIES, OUT-
REACH.—

‘‘(A) NEEDS.—A description of needs relat-
ing to technalogy-related assistance of indi-
viduals with disabilities (including individ-
uals from underrepresented populations or
rural populations) and their ily mem-
bers, guardians, advocates, orf authorized
representatives, and other appropriate indi-
viduals within the State.

‘*(B) PROBLEMS.—A description of any
problems or gaps that remain with the devel-
opment and implementation of a consumer-
responsive comprehensive statewide program
of technology-related assistance in the
State. _ . ,

‘(C) STRATEGIES.—A description of the
strategies that the State will pursue during
the grant period to remedy the problems or
gaps with the development and implementa-
tion of such a program.

“(D) OUTREACH ACTIVITIES.—A description
of outreach activities to be conducted by the
State, including dissemination of informa-
tion to eligible populations, with special at-
tention to underrepresented populations and
rural populations.

“4(3) ACTIVITIES AND PROGRESS UNDER PRE-
VIOUS GRANT.—A description of—

““(A) the specific systems change and advo-
cacy activities described in section 101(b) (in-
cluding the activities described in section
1012(eX7)) carried out under the development
grant received by the State under section
102, or, in the case of an application for a
grant under subsection (a)}2), under an ini-
tial extension grant received by the State
under this section, including— ’

‘i) a description of systems change and
advocacy activities that were undertaken to
produce change on & permanent basis for in-
dividuals with disabilities of all ages;

(1) a description of activities undertaken
to improve the involvement of individuals
with disabilities in the program, including
training and technical assistance efforts to
improve individual access to assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices as mandated under other laws and regu-
lations as in effect on the date of the appli-
cation, and including actions undertaken to
improve the participation of
underrepresented populations and rural pop-
ulations, such as outreach efforts; and

*(iii) an evaluation of the impact and re-
sults of the activities described in clauses (1)
and (i1);

*“(B) the relationship of such systems
change and advocacy activities to the devel-
opment and implementation of a consumer-
responsive comprehensive statewide program
of technology-related assistance; and

“(C) the progress made toward the develop-
ment and implementation of such a program.

*'(4) PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT.—

*(A) REPORT.—In the case of an application
for a grant under subsection (a)(1), a report
on the hearing described in subsection (e)(1)
or, in the case of an application for a grant
under subsection (a)(2), & report on the hear-
ing described in subsection (e)2).

*(B) OTHER STATE ACTIONS.—A description
of State actions, other than such a hearing,
designed to determine the degree of satisfac-
tion of individuals with disabilities, and
their family members, guardians, advocates,
or authorized representatives, public service
providers and private service providers, edu-
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cators and related services providers, tech-
nology experts (including engineers), em-
ployers, and other appropriate individuals
and entities with—

‘(1) the degree of their ongoing involve-
ment in the development and implementa-
tion of the consumer-responsive comprehen-
sive statewide program of technology-related
assistance; .

*'(i1) the specific systems change and adv
cacy activities described in section 101(b) (in~
cluding the activities described in section
102(eX7)) carried out by the State under the
development grant or the initial extension
grant;

*‘(i11) progress made toward the develop-
ment and implementation of a consumer-re-
sponsive comprehensive statewide program
of technology-related assistance; and

*(iv) the abllity of the lead agency to carry
out the activities described in section
102(d)(3).

*(6) COMMENTS.—A summary of any com-
ments received concerning the issues de-
scribed in paragraph (4) and response of the
State to such comments, solicited through a
public hearing referred to in paragraph (4) or
through other means, from-indjviduals af-
fected by the consumer-responsive com-
prehensive statewide program of technology-
related assistance, including—

*(A) individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, or
authorized representatives;

*(B) public service providers and private
service providers;

*(C) educators and related services person-
nel; .

“(D) technology experts (including engl-
neers);

*(E) employers; and

“(F) other appropriate individuals and en-
tities. .

*(6) COMPATIBILITY AND ACCESSIBILITY OF
ELECTRONIC 'EQUIPMENT.—An assurance that
the State, or any recipient of funds made
available to the State under section 102 or
this section, will comply with guidelines es-
tablished under section 508 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 7944).

*‘(e) PUBLIC HEARING.—

‘(1) INITIAL EXTENSION GRANT.—To be eligi-
ble to receive a grant under subsection (a)(1),
a State shall hold a public hearing in the
third year of a program carried out under a
grant made under section 102, after providing
appropriate and sufficient notice to allow in-
terested groups and organizations and all
segments of the public an opportunity to
comment on the program.

*(2) SECOND EXTENSION GRANT.—To be eligi-
ble to receive a grant under subsection (a)(2),
a State shall hold a public hearing in the
second year of a program carried out under a
grant made under subsection (a)(1), after pro-
viding the notice described in paragraph
a).m.

SEC. 104. PROGRESS CRITERIA AND REPORTS.

Section 104 (29 U.S.C. 2214) is amended to
read as follows:

*SEC. 104. PROGRESS CRITERIA AND REPORTS.

“(a) GUIDELINES.—The Secretary shall de-
velop guidelines to be used in assessing the
extent to which a State that received a grant
under section 102 or 103 is making significant
progress in developing and implementing a
consumer-responsive comprehensive state-
wide program of technology-related assist-
ance consistent with section 2(b)(1).

*(b) REPORTS.—Each State that receives a
grant under section 102 or 103 to carry out
such a program shall submit annually to the
Secretary & report that documents signifi-
cant progress in developing and implement-
ing a consumer-responsive comprehensive
statewide program of technology-related as-
sistance, consistent with sections 2(b){1), 101,
and 102(e), and that documents the following:
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‘(1) The progress the State has made, as
determined in the State’s annusl assessment
described in section 102(eX8) (consistent with
the guidelines established by the Secretary
under subsection (a)), in achieving the
State's goals, objectives, and outcomes as
identified in the State's application as de-
scribed in section 102(e)(6), and areas of need
that require attention in the next year, in-
cluding unanticipated problems with the
schievement of the goals, objectives, and
outcomes described in the application, and
the activities the State has undertaken to
rectify these problems. .

**(2) The systems change and advocacy ac-
tivities carried out by the State including—

“(A) an analysis of the laws, regulations,
policies, practices, procedures, and organiza-
tional structures that the State has changed,
has attempted to change, or will attempt to
change during the next year, to facilitate
and increase timely access to, provision of,
or funding for, assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services; and

‘(B) & description of any written policies
and procedures that the State has developed
and implemented regarding access to, provi-
sion of, and funding for, assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services,
particularly policies and procedures regard-
ing access to, provision of, and funding for,
such devices and services under education
(including special education), vocational re-
habilitation, and medical assistance pro-
grams. :

‘%(3) The degree of involvement of various
State agencies, including the State insur-
ance department, in the development, imple-
mentation, and evaluation of the program,’
inciuding any interagency agreements that
the State has developed and implemented re-
garding access to, provisfon of, and funding
for, assistive ' technology devices and
assistive technology services such as agree-
ments that identify available resources for
assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services and the responsibility of
each agency for paying for such devices and
services. 5

‘“(4) The activities undertaken to collect
and disseminate information about the docu-
ments or activities analyzed or described in
paragraphs (1) through (3), including out-
reach activities to underrepresented popu-
lations and rural populations and efforts to
disseminate information by means of elec-
tronic communication. :

“(5) The involvement of individuals with
disabilities who represent a variety of ages
and types of disabilities in the planning, de-
velopment, implementation, and assessment
of the consumer-responsive comprehensive
statewide program of technology-related as-
sistance, including activities undertaken to
improve such involvement, such a8 consumer
training - and outreach activities to
underrepresented populations and rural pop-
ulations.

‘(6) The degree of consumer satisfaction
with the program, including satisfaction by
underrepresented populations and rural pop-
ulations.

“(7) Efforts to train personnel as well as
consumers.

‘“(8) Efforts to reduce the service delivery
time for receiving assistive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services.

*‘(9) Significant progress in the provision of
protection and advocacy services, in each of
the areas described in section
102(D)(2)(A)Y(iD).".

SEC. 103. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

(a) REVIEW OF PARTICIPATING STATES.—Sec-
tion 105(a) (29 U.S.C. 2215a)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting before the
period the following: *‘, consistent with the
guidelines established under section 104(a)';
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(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

*‘(2) ONSITE VISITS.~

‘(A) VISITS.—

‘(1) DEVELOPMENT GRANT PROGRAM.—The
Secretary shall conduct an onsite visit dur-
ing the final year of each State's participa-
tion in the development grant program.

*(11) EXTENSION GRANT PROGRAM.—Except
a8 provided In clause (iii), the Secretary
shall conduct an additional onsite visit to
any State that applies for a second extension
grant under section 103(a)2) and whose ini-
tial onsite visit occurred prior to the date of
the enactment of the Technology-Related
Assistance for Individuals With Disabilities
Act Amendments of 1994. The Secretary shall
conduct any such visit to the State not later
than 12 months after the date on which the
Secretary awards the second extension
grant.

**(111) DETERMINATION.—The Secretary shall
not be required to conduct a visit described
in clause (if) if the Secretary determines
that the visit is not necessary to assess
whether the State is making significant
progress toward development and implemen-
tation of a consumer-responsive comprehen-
sive statewide program of technology-related
assistance.

*(B) TEAM.—Two-thirds of the onsite mon-
itoring team in each case shall be qualified
peer reviewers, who—

**(1) shall not be lead agency personnel;

**(11) shall be from States other than the
State being monitored; and

*(111) shall include an individual with a dis-
ability, or a family member, a guardian, an
advocate, or an authorized representative of
such an individual. .

*(C) COMPENSATION.—

*(1) OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES.—Members of
any onsite monitoring team who are officers
or full-time employees of the United States
shall serve without compensation in addition
to that received for their services as officers
or employees of the United States, but may
be allowed travel expenses, including per
diem {n lieu of subsistence, as authorized by
section 5702 of title 5, United States Code, for
individuals in the Government service trav-
eling on official business.

*(i1) OTHER MEMBERS.—Members of any on-
site monitoring team who are not officers or
full-time employees of the United States
shall receive compensation at a rate not to
exceed the daily equivalent of the rate of pay
for level 1V of the Executive Schedule under
section 5315 of titie §, United States Code, for
each day (including traveltime) during which
such members are engaged in the actual per-
formance of their duties as members of an
onsite monitoring team. In addition, such
members may be allowed travel expenses, in-
cluding per diem in lieu of subsistence, as
authorized by section 5703 of title 5, United
States Code, for individusls in the Govern-
ment service employed intermittently.

(D) REPORT.—The Secretary shall prepare
a report of findings from the onsite visit.
The Secretary shall consider the findings in
determining whether to continue funding the
prograrn either with or without changes. The
report chall be available to the public.’":

(3) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and (4)
as paragraphs (4) and (5), respectively:

(4) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

*«(3) ADVANCE PUBLIC NOTICE.—The Sec-
retary shall provide advance public notice of
the onsite visit and solicit public comment
through such notice from individuals with
disabilities and their family members,
guardians, advocates, and authorized rep-
resentatives, public service providers and
private service providers, educators and re-
lated services personnel, technology experts
(including engineers), employers, and other
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appropriate individuals and entities, regard-
ing the State program funded through a
grant made under section 102 or 103. The pub-
lic comment solicitation notice shall be in-
cluded in the onsite visit report described in
paragraph (2).”; and

(5) in paragraph (4) (as redesignated in
paragraph (3)) by striking “statewide pro-
gram’ and inserting ‘“consumer-responsive
comprehensive statewide program’’.

(b) CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN.—Section
105(b) (29 U.8.C. 2215(b)) {s amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in the heading, by striking “PEN-
ALTIES" and inserting ‘*‘CORRECTIVE AC-
TIONS™;

(B) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘penalties’* and inserting
‘‘corrective actions’’;

(C) by striking “or" at the end of subpara-
graph (B);

(D) by striking the period at the end of
subparagraph (C) and inserting **; or’’; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

(D) required redesignation of the lead
agency, in accordance with subsection (c).”;
and

(2) in paragraph (3),
section (a)4)” and inserting
@a)5)”.

(c) REDESIGNATION.—Section 105 (29 U.8.C.
2215) is amended—

(1) by striking subsectfon (c); and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

*‘(c) REDESIGNATION OF LEAD AGENCY.—

“(1) MONITORING PANEL.—

‘“(A) APPOINTMENT.—Once a State becomes
subject to & corrective action plan pursuent
to subsection (b), the Governor of the State,
subject to approval by the Secretary, shall
appoint, within 30 days after the submission
of the plan to the Secretary, a monitoring
panel consisting of the following representa-
tives:

**(1) The head of the lead agency designated
by the Governor.

*‘(11) 2 representatives from different public
or private nonprofit organizations that rep-
resent the interests of individuals with dis-
abilities. - -

*(iif) 2 consumers who are users of
assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services and who are not—

*(I) members of the advisory council, if
any, of the consumer-responsive comprehen-
sive statewide program of technology-related
assistance; or

‘(1) employees of the State lead agency.

*(iv) 2 service providers with knowledge
and expertise in assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services.

*(B) MEMBERSHIP AND CHAIRPERSON.—The
monitoring panel shall be ethnically diverse.
The panel shall select a chairperson from
among the members of the panel.

*(C) INFORMATION.—The panel shall receive
periodic reports from the State regarding
progress in implementing the corrective ac-
tion plan and shall have the authority to re-
quest additional information necessary to
determine compliance.

(D) MEETINGS.—The meetings of the panel
to determine compliance shall be open to the
public (subject to confidentiality concerns)
and heid at locations that are accessible to
individuals with cisabilities,

*(E) PERIOD.—~The panel shall carry out
the duties of the panel for the entire period
of the corrective action plan, as determined
by the Secretary.

**(F) FUNDING.—The panel shall be funded
by 8 portion of the funds received by the
State under this title, as directed by the Sec-
retary.

*(2) FAILURE TO APPOINT MONITORING
PANEL.—A failure by & Governor of a State to
comply with the requirements of paragraph

by striking “‘sub-
“subsection
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(1) shall result {n the términation of funding
for the State under this title.

*(3) DETERMINATION.— )

‘‘(A) PANEL.—Based on its findings, & mon-
itoring panel may determine that a lead
agency designated by a Governor has not ac-
complished the purposes described in section
2(b)X1) and that there is good cause for redes-
fgnation of the agency snd the temporary
loss of funds by the State under this title.

‘(B) GOOD CAUSE.—In this parsgraph, the
term ‘good cause’ includes—

(1) lack of progress with employment of
qualified staff;

“(11) lack of consumer-responsive activi-
ties;

“(111) lack of resource allocation to sys-
tems change and sdvocacy activities;

“(iv) lack of progress with meeting the as-
surances in section 102(e); or

*(v) inadequate fiscal management.

‘(C) RECOMMENDATION AND ACTION.—If a
monitoring panel makes such a determina-
tion, the pane} shall recommend to the Sec-
retary that further remedial action be taken
or that the Secretary order the Governor to
redesignate the lead agency within 90 days or
lose funds under this title. The Secretary,
based on the findings and recommendations
of the monitoring panel, and after providing
to the public notice and an opportunity for
comment, shall make a final determiration
regarding whether to order the Governor to
redesignate the lead agency. The Governor
shall make any such redesignation in accord-
ance with the requirements that apply to
designations under section 102(d).

¢(d) CHANGE OF PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY
SERVICES PROVIDER.—

*(1) DETERMINATION.—The Governor of a
State, based on input from individuals with
disabilities and their family members,
guardians, advocates, or authorized rep-
resentatives, may determine that the entity
providing protection and advocacy services
required by section 102(eX20) (referred to in
this subsection as the ‘firat entity’) has not
met the protection and advocacy service
needs of the individuals with disabilities and
their family members, guardians, advocates,
or authorized representatives, for securing
funding for and access to assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices, and that there i8 good cause to provide
the protection and advocacy services for the
State through a contract with a second en-
tity.

**(2) NOTICE AND OPPORTUNITY TO BE
HEARD.—On making such a determinatfon,
the Governor may not enter into a contract
with a second entity to provide the protec-
tion and advocacy services unless good cause
exists and unless—

**(A) the Governor has given the first en-
tity 30 days notice of the intention to enter
into such contract, including specification of
the good cause, and an opportunity to re-
spond to the assertion that good cause has
been shown;

**(B) individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, advocates, or
authorized representatives, have timely no-
tice of the determination and opportunity
for public comment; and

**(C) the first entity has the opportunity to
appeal the determination to the Secretary
within 30 days of the determination on the
basis that there is not good cause 1o enter
into the contract.

**(3) REDESIGNATION .~

**(A) IN GENERAL.—When the Governor of a
State determines that there is good cause to
enter into a contract with a second entity to
provide the protection and advocacy serv-
ices, the Governor shall hold an open com-
petition within the State and issue a request
for proposals by entities desiring to provide
the services.
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*%(B) TIMING.—The Governor shall not issue
such request until the first entity has been
given notice and an opportunity to respond.
If the first entity appeals the determination
to the Secretary in accordance with para-
graph (2)XC), the Governor shall issue such
request only if the Secretary decides not to
overturn the determination of the Governor.
The Governor shall issue such request within
30 days after the end of the period during
which the first entity has the opportunity to
respond, or after the decision of the Sec-
retary, as appropriate.

*(C) PROCEDURE.—Such competition shall
be open to entities with the same expertise
and ability to provide legal services as a 8ys-
tem referred to in section 1Q2(e)(20). The
competition shall ensure public involvement,
including a public hearing and adequate op-
portunity for public comment

**(e) ANNUAL REPORT.—

**(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than December
31 of each year, the Secretary shall prepare,
and submit to the President and to the Con-
gress, a report on Federal initiatives, includ-
ing the initiatives funded under this Act, to
improve the access of individuals with dis-
abilities to assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services.

**(2) CONTENTS.—Such report shall include
{nformation on—

*‘(A) the demonstrated successes of such
Federal initiatives at the Federal and State
levels in improving interagency coordina-
tion, streamlining access to funding for
assistive technology, and producing bene-
ficial outcomes for users of assistive tech-
nology;

*(B) the demonstration activities carried
out through the Federal initiatives to—

*(1) promote access to such funding {n pub-
lic programs that were in existence on the
date of the initiation of the demonstration
activities; and

*(i1) establish additional options for ob-
taining such funding; -

*(C) the education and training activities

carried out through the Federal initiatives,

to promote such access in public programs
and the health care system and the efforts
carried out through such activities to train
professionals in a variety of relevant dis-
ciplines, and increase the competencies of
the professionals with respect to technology-
related assistance;

*(D) the education and training activities
carried out through the Federal initiatives
to train individuals with disabilities and
their family members, guardians, advocates,
or authorized representatives, individuals
who work for public agencies, or for private
entities (including insurers), that have con-
tact with individuals with disabilities, edu-
cators and related services personnel, tech-
nology experts (including engineers), em-
ployers, and other appropriate individuals,
about technology-related assistance,

*(E) the education and training activities
carried out through Federal initiatives to
promote awareness of available funding in
public programs,

*(F) the research activities carried out
through the Federal initiatives to improve
understanding of the costs and benefits of ac-
cess to assistive technology for individuals
with disabilities who represent a variety of
ages and types of disabilities;

*(G) the program outreach activities to
rural and inner-city areas that are carried
out through the Federal initiatives;

“(H) the activities carried out through the
Federal initiatives that are targeted to reach
underrepresented populations and rural pop-
ulations; and )

*(1) the consumer involvement activities
in the programs carried out under this Act.

“(3) AVAILABILITY OF ASSISTIVE TECH-
NOLOGY DEVICES AND ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY
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SERVICES.—ABS soon as practicable, the Sec-
retary shall include in the annual report re-
quired by this subsection information on the
availability of assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services. When a
national classification system for assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
services is developed pursuant to section 201,
the Secretary shall report such information
in & manner consistent with such national
classification system. .

(1) INTERAGENCY DISABILITY COORDINATING
COUNCIL.—

‘(1) CONTENTS.—On or before October 1,
1995, the Interagency Disability Coordinating
Council established under section 507 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 7%c)
shall prepare and submit to the President
and to the Congress a report containing—

*'(A) the response of the Interagency Dis-
ability Coordinating Council to—

‘(1) the findings of the National Council on
Disability resulting from the study entitled
‘Study on the Financing of Assistive Tech-
nology Devices and Services for Individuals
with Disabilities’, carried out in accordance
with section 201 of this Act, as in effect on
the day before the date of the enactment of
this subsection; and

**(11) the recommendations of the National
Council on Disability for legislative and ad-
ministrative change, resulting from such
study; and

‘(B) information on any other activities of
the Interagency Disability Coordinating
Council that facilitate the accomplishment
of section 2(b)}1) with respect to the Federal
Government.

**(2) COMMENTS.—The report shall include
any comments submitted by the National
Council on Disability as to the appropriate-
ness of the response described in paragraph
(1XA) and the effectiveness of the activities
described in paragraph (1)(B) in meeting the
needs of individuals with disabilities for
assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services.

‘() EFFECT ON OTHER ASSISTANCE.—This
title may not be construed as authorizing a
Federal or a State agency to reduce medical
or other assistance available or to alter eli-
gibility under any other Federal law.”.

SEC. 108. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 106 (29 U.S.C. 2216) is amended to
read as follows: -

“SEC. 108. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

*(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this title $50,000,000 for fiscal year
1994, and such sums 88 may be necessary for
each of the fiscal years 1995 through 1998.

**(b) RESERVATIONS.—

*(1) PROVISION OF INFORMATION AND TECH-
NICAL ASSISTANCE.—

**(A) IN GENERAL.—Of the funds appro-
priated for any fiscal year under subsection
(a), the Secretary shall reserve at least 2 per-
cent or 31,500,000, whichever is greater, of
such funds, for the purpose of providing in-
formation and technical assistance as de-
scribed in subparsgraphs (B) and (C) to
States, individuals with disabilities and
their family members, guardians, advocates,
or authorized representatives, community-
based organizations, and protection and ad-
vocacy agencies.

*(B) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO STATES.—In
providing such information and technical as-
sistance to States, the Secretary shall con-
sider the input of the directors of consumer-
responsive comprehensive statewide pro-
grams of technology-related assistance, shall
provide a clearinghouse for activities that
have been developed and implemented
through programs funded under this title,
and shall provide information and technical
assistance that—
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“() facilitate service deliver
building, training of personnel ﬁy'omc‘nmﬁr‘l{
ety of disciplines, and improvement of eval-
gat.ion strategies, research, and data collec-

on; .

*(11) foster the development and replica-
tion of effective approaches to information
referral, interagency coordination of train-
ing and service delivery, outreach to
underrepresented populations and rural pop-
ulations, and public awareness activities;

*(1i1) improve the awareness and adoption
of successful approaches to increasing the
availability of public and private funding for
and access to the provision of assistive tech-
nology deygices and assistive technology serv-
ices by appropriate State agencies;

“(iv) assist in planning, developing, imple-
menting, and evaluating appropriate activi-
ties to further extend consumer-responsive
comprehensive statewide programs of tech-
nology-related assistance; :

*(v) promote effective approaches to the
development of consurner-controlled systems
that increase access to, funding for, and
awareness of, assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services;

*‘(vl) provide technical assistance and
training to the entitiea carrying out activi-
ties funded pursuant to this title, to estab-
lish or participate in electronic communica-
tion activities with other States; and

‘‘(vii) provide any other appropriate infor-
mation and technical assistance to assist the

‘States in accomplishing the purposes of this

Act.

‘(C) INFORMATION AND TECHNICAL ASSIST-
ANCE TO INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES AND
OTHER PERSONS.—The Secretary shall provide
informaiion and technical assistance to indi-
viduals with disabilities and thefr family
members, guardians, advocates, or author-
ized representatives, community-based orga-
nizations, and protection and advocacy agen-
cies, on a nationwide basis, to—

‘(1) disseminate information about, and
foster awareness and understanding of, Fed-
eral, State, and local laws, regulations, poli-
cies, practices, procedures, and organiza-
tional structures, that facilitate, and over-
come barriers to, funding for, and access to,
assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services, to promote fuller inde-
pendence, productivity, and inclusion for in-
dividuals with disabilities of all ages;

**(11) identify, collect, and dissemninate in-
formation, and provide technical assistance,
on effective systems change and advocacy
activities;

**(111) improve the understanding and use of
assistive technology funding decisions made
as a result of policies, practices, and proce-
dures, or through regulations, administra-
tive hearings, or legal actions, that enhance
access to funding for assigtive technology de-
vices and assistive technology services for
individuals with disabilities;

‘/(1v) promote effective approaches to Fed-
eral-State coordination of programs for indi-
viduals with disabilities, through informa-
tion dissemination and technical assistance
activities in response to funding policy is-
sues identified on a nationwide basis by or-
ganizations, and individuals, that improve
funding for or access to assistive technology
devices and assistive technology services for
individuals with disabilities of all ages; and

‘“(v) promote effective approaches to the
development of consumer-controlled systems
that increase access to, funding for, and
awareness of, assistive technology devices
and assistive technology services, including
the identification and description of mecha-
nisms and means that successfully support
self-help and peer mentoring groups for indi-
viduals with disabilities.

‘(D) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall

coordinate the information and technical as- .



H312

sistance activities carried out under sub-
paragraph (B) or (C) with other activities
funded under this Act.

‘“(E) GRANTS, CONTRACTS, OR COOPERATIVE
AGREEMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide the technical assistance and informa-
tion described in subparagraphs (B) and (C)
through grants, contracts, or cooperative
agreements with public or private agencies
and organizations, including institutions of
higher education, with documented experi-
ence, expertise, and capecity to carry out
identified activities related to the provision
of such technical assistance and information.

“(11) ENTITIES WITH EXPERTISE IN _ASSISTIVE
TECHNOLOGY SERVICE DELIVERY, INTERAGENCY
COORDINATION, AND SYSTEMS CHANGE AND AD-
VOCACY ACTIVITIES.—For the purpose of
achieving the objectives described in para-
graph (1XB), the Secretary shall reserve not
less than 45 percent and not more than §5
percent of the funds reserved under subpara-
graph (A) for each fiscal year for grants to,
or contracts or cooperative agreements with,
public or private agencies or organizations
with documented experience with and exper-
tise in assistive technology service delivery,
interagency coordination, and systems
change and advocacy activities.

*(111) ENTTTIES WITH EXPERTISE IN ASSISTIVE
TECHNOLOGY S8YSTEMS CHANGE AND ADVOCACY
ACTIVITIES, PUBLIC FUNDING OPTIONS, AND
OTHER S8ERVICES.—For the purpose of achiev-
ing the objectives described in paragraph
(1XC), the Secretary shall reserve not less
than 45 percent and not more than 55 percent
of the funds reserved under subparagraph (A)
for each fiscal year for grants to, or con-
tracts or cooperstive agreements with, pub-
1ic or private agencies or organizations with
documented experience with and expertise
in—

(1) assistive technology systems change
and advocacy activities;

‘“(I1) pudblic funding options; and

‘(1) services to increase nationwide. the
availability of funding for assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices.

‘(iv) APPLICATION.—The Secretary shall
make any grants, and enter into any con-
tracts or cooperative agreements, under this
subsection on a competitive basis. To be eli-
gible to receivwe funds under this subsection
an agency, organization, or institution shall
submit an application to the Secretary at
such time, in such manner, and containing
such information, as the Secretary may re-
quire.

«(2) ONSITE VISITS.—The Secretary may re-
serve, from amounts appropriated for any
fiscal year under subsection (a), such sums
a8 the Secretary considers to be necessary
for the purposes of conducting onsite visits
a8 required by section 105(a}2).".

SEC. 107. REPEALS.

Section 107 (20 U.S.C. 2217) i8s repealed.
TITLE II--PROGRAMS OF NATIONAL
SIGNIFICANCE

SEC. 201. NATIONAL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM.

Title II (29 U.S.C. 2231 et seq.) is amended
by repealing part A and inserting the follow-
ing:

“Subtitle A—National Classification System
“SEC. 201. CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM.

«(a) SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT PROJECT.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—In fiscal year 1995, the
Secretary shall initiate a system develop-
ment project, based on a plan developed in
consultation and coordination with other ap-
propriate Federal and State agencies, to de-
velop & national classification system for
assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services, with the goal of obtain-
ing uniform data through such a system on
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such devices and services across public pro-
grams and information and referral net-
works.

*(2) PROJECT PLAN.—

“(A) REPRESENTATIVES.—In developing a
plan for the system development project, the
Secretary shall consult with, and coordinate
activities with—

“(1) representatives of Federal agencies, in-
cluding agencies that are headed by mem-
bers of the Interagency Disability Coordinat-
ing Council established under section 507 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C.
794c); and

“(11) as determined by the Secretary, rep-
resentatives of State agencies and other ap-
propriate organizations that have respon-
sibility for or are involved in the develop-
ment and modification of assistive tech-
nology devices, the provision of assistive
technology devices and assistive technology
gervices, or the dissemination of information
about assistive technology devices and
assistive technology services, including re-
cipients of grants or contracts for the provi-
sion of technical assistance to State
assistive technology projects under section
106(b), assistive technology reimbursement
specialists, representatives of the State
assistive technology projects, and represent-
atives of organizations involved in informa-
tion and referral activities.

‘(B) 1sSUES.—The Secretary shall conduct
such consultation, and such coordination of
activities, with respect to the following:

‘(1) The costs and benefits, on an agency-

by-agency basis, of obtaining uniform data’

through a national classification system for
assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services across public programs
and information and referral networks.

*(11) The types of data that should be col-
lected, including data regarding funding,
across & range of programs, including the
programs listed in subsection (cX2), as ap-
propriate. .

‘“(111) A methodology for developing a sin-
gle taxonomy and nomenclature for both
aBsistive technology devices and assistive
technology services across a range of pro-
grams, including the programs listed in sub-
section (c)(2), as appropriate.

‘“(iv) The process for developing an appro-
priate data collection instrument or instru-
ments. ~

“(v) A methodology for collecting data
across a range of programs, including the
programs listed in subsection (cX2), as ap-
propriate.

*(vi) The use of a national classification
system by the Internal Revenue Service and
State finance agencies to determine whether
devices and services are assistive technology
devices or assistive technology services for
the purpose of determining whether a deduc-
tion or credit is allowable under the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 or State tax law.

*(3) CONTRACTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREE-
MENTS.—The Secretary may carry out this
section directly, or, if necessary, by entering
into contracts or cooperative agreements
with appropriate entities.

**(b) SINGLE TAXONOMY.—In conducting the
system development project, the Secretary
shall develop a national classification sys-
tem that includes a single taxonomy and no-
menclature for assistive technclogy devices
and assistive technology services.

*(c) DATA COLLECTION INSTRUMENT.—In
conducting the system development project,
the Secretary shall develop a data collection
instrument to—

1) collect data regarding funding for
assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services; and

*(2) collect such data from public pro-
grams, including, at a minimum-—
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“(A) programs carried out under title I, V1,
or VII of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29
U.8.C. 720 ot seq., 795 et seq., or 796 et 52q.);

‘(B) programs carried out under part B or
H of the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act (20 U.S.C. 1411 et seq. or 1471 et
seq.); ’

“(C) carried out under title V or
XIX of the Social Security Act (42 U.8.C. 701
et seq. or 1396 et seq.);

‘(D) programs carried out under the Older
Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.8.C. 3001 et seq.);
and

*(E) programs carried out under the Devel-
opmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of
Rights Act (42 U.8.C. 6000 et 8eq.).

*(d) CONSULTATION.—The Becretary shall
conduct the system development project in
consultation with the Federal agencies that
were consulted in developing the project
plan.

*(e) REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE
CONGRESS ON IMPLEMENTATION OF UNIFORM
DATA COLLECTION SYSTEM.—Not later than
July 1, 1997, the Secretary shall prepare and
submit to the President and the appropriate
committees of Congress &  report
containing—

‘(1) the results of the system development

‘project; and

*(2) the recommendations of the Secretary
concerning implementation of a national
classification system, including uniform
data collection.

“(f) RESERVATION.—From the amounts ap-
propriated under subtitle C for fiscal year
1995, the Secretary shall reserve up to
$200,000 to carry out this subtitle.”.

SEC. 202 TRAINING AND DEMONSTRATION
PROJECTS, :

Title II (29 U.8.C. 2231 et seq.) {8 amended
by repealing parts B, C, and D and inserting
the following:

“Subtitle B—Training and Demonstration
Projects
“SEC. 211, TRAINING.

‘(a) TECHNOLOGY TRAINING.—

“(1) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—The Secretary
shall make grants to, or enter into contracts
or cooperative agreements with, appropriate
public or private agencies and organizations,
including institutions of higher education
and community-based organizations, for the
purposes of —

“(A) conducting training sessions;

“(B) developing, demonstrating, dissemi-
nating, and evaluating curricula, materials,
and methods used to train individuals re-
garding the provision of technology-related
assistance, to enhance opportunities for
independence, productivity, and inclusion of
individuala with disabilities; and

*(C) providing training to develop aware-
ness, skills, and competencies of service pro-
viders, consumers, and volunteers, who are
located in rural areas, to increase the avail-
ability rof technology-related assistance in
community-based settings for rural residents
who are individuals with disapilities.

“(2) ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES.—Activities con-
ducted under grants, contracts, or coopera-
tive agreements described in paragraph (1)
may address the training needs of individ-
uals with disabilities and their family mem-
bers, guardians, advocates, and authorized
representatives, individuals who work for
public agencies, or for private entities (in-
cluding insurers), that have contact with in-
dividuals with disabilities, educators and re-
lated services personnel, technology experts
(including engineers). employers, and other
appropriate individuals.

*‘(3) USES OF FUNDS.—An agency or organi-
zation that receives & grant or enters into a
contract or cooperative agreement under
paragraph (1) may use amounts made avail-
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able through the grant, contract, or agree-
ment to—

‘‘(A) pay for & portion of the cost of courses
of training or study related to technology-re
lated assistance; and

“(B) establish and maintain scholarships
related to such courses of training or study,
with such stipends and allowances as the
Secretary may determine to be appropriate.

*‘(4) APPLICATION.—

*‘(A) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive
& grant Oor enter into a contract or coopera-
tive agreement under paragraph (1), an agen-
cy or organization shall submit en applica-
tion to the Secretary at such time, in such
manner, and containing such information as
the Secretary may require.

‘*(B) STRATEGIES.—At a minimum, any
such application shall include a detailed de-
scription of the strategies that the agency or
organization will use to recruit and train
persons to provide technology-related assist-
ance, in order to—

““(1) increase the extent to which such per-
sons reflect the diverse populations of the
United States; and

“(if) increase the number of individuals
with disabilities, and individuals who are
members of minority groups, who are avail-
able to provide such assistance.

*(5) PRIORITIES.—

**(A) IN GENERAL.—Beginning in fiscal year
1994, the Secretary shall—

‘(1) establish priorities for activities car-
ried out with assistance under this sub-
section;

**(11) publish such priorities in the Federal
Register for the purpose of receiving public
comment; and

*«(1i1) publish such priorities in the Federal
Register in final form not later than the date
on which the Secretary publishes announce-
ments for assistance provided under this sub-
section.

*(B) EXPLANATION OF DETERMINATION OF
PRIORITIES.—Concurrent. with the publica-
tions required by subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary shall publish in the Federal Register
an explanation of the manner in which the
priorities were determined.

*(b) TECHNOLOGY CAREERS.—

*(1) IN GENERAL.—

“*(A) GRANTS.—The Secretary shall make
grants to assist public or private agencies
and organizations, including institutions of
higher education, to prepare students and
faculty working in specific fields for careers
relating to the provision of assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices.

*(B) FIELDS.—The specific fields described
in subparagraph (A) may include—

“*(1) engineering;

*(ii) industrial t,echnology.

**(iii) computer science;

“(iv) communication disorders;

*(v) special education and related services;

*(vi) rehabilitation; and

*{vii) social work.

*(2) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall give prior-
ity to the interdisciplinary preparation of
personnel who provide or who will provide
technical assistance, who administer pro-
grams, or who prepare other personnel, in
order to—

“(A) support the development and imple-
mentation of consumer-responsive com-
prehensive statewide programs of tech-
nology-related assistance to individuals with
disabilities; and

“(B) enhance the skills and competencies
of individuals involved in the provision of
technology-related assistance, including
assistive technology devices and assistive
technology services, to individuals with dis-
abilities.
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Y(3) USES OF FUNDS.—An agency or organi-
zation that receives a grant under paragraph
(1) may use amounts made available through
the grant to—

*‘(A) pay for a portion of the cost of courses
of training or study related to technology-re-
lated assistance; and

‘(B) establish and maintain scholarships
related to such courses of training or study,
with such stipends and allowances as the
Secretary may determine to be appropriate.

**(4) APPLICATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive
& grant under this section, an agency or or-
ganization shall submit an application to the
Secretary at such time, in such manner, and
containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require. .

‘(B) STRATEGIES.—At{ a minimum, any
such application shall include a detailed de-
scription of the strategies that the agency or
organization will use to recruit and train
persons to provide technology-related assist-
ance, in order to—

“(1) increase the extent to which such per-
sons refiect the diverse populat.ionn of the
United States; and

“(i1) increase the number of individuals
with disabilities, and individuals who are
members of minority groups, who are avail-
able to provide such assistance.

“(c) GRANTS TO HISTORICALLY BLACK COL-
LEGES.—In exercising the authority granted
in subsections (a) and (b), the Secretary shall
reserve an adéquate amount for grants to
historically black colleges and universities
and other institutions of higher education
whose minority student enrollment is at
least 50 percent.

“SEC. 212. TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER.

‘“The Secretary shall enter into an agree-
ment with an organization whose primary
function is to promote technology transfer
from, and cooperation among, Federal lab-
oratories (as defined in section 4(6) of the
Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation
Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3703(6))), under which
funds shall be provided to promote tech-
nology transfer that will spur the develop-
ment of assistive technology devices.

“SEC. 213. DEVICE AND EQUIPMENT REDISTRIBU-
TION INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND
RECYCLING CENTERS.

*“¢a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
make grants to, or enter into contracts or
cooperative agreements with, public agen-
cies, private entities, or institutions of high-
er education for the purpose of developing
and establishing recycling projects.

*(b) PROJECT ACTIVITIES.—Such recycling
projects may include—

(1) a system for accepting, on an uncondi-
tional gift basis, assistive technology de-
vices, including a process for valuing the de-
vices and evaluating their use and potential;

*2) a system for storing and carlng for
such devices;

“(3) an information system (including com-
puter databases) by which local educational
agencies, rehabilitation entities, local com-
munity-based organizations, independentsdiv-
ing centers, and other entities, would be in-
formed, on a periodic and timely basis, about
the availability and nature of the devices
currently held; and

‘(4) & system that makes such devices
available to consumers and the entities list-
ed in paragraph (3), and provides for tracking
each device throughout the useful life of the
device.

‘*(c) MULTIPLE PROVIDERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to activi-
ties funded under this section, an agency, en-
tity, or institution may utilize a single serv-
ice provider or may est.abllsh a system of
service providers.

“(2) ASSURANCES.—If an agency, entity, or
institution uses maultiple providers, the
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ag:ncy entity, or institution shall assure

‘(A) all consumers within a State will re-
ceive equal access to services, regardiess of
the geographic location or socieeconomic
status of the consumers; and

*(B) all activities of the providers will be
coordinated and monitored by the agency,
entity, or institution.

‘(d) OTHER LAws.—Nothing in this section
shall affect the provision of services or de-

- vices pursuant to title I of the Rehabflita-

tion Act of 1973 (29 U.8.C. 720 et seq.) or part
B of the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act (20 U.8.C. 1411 et seq.).

‘‘(e) EXISTING PROGRAMS.—Public agencies
private entities, or institutions of higher

.education that have established recycling

programs prior to receiving assistance under
this section may use funds made available

“under this section to extend and strengthen

such programs through grants, contracts, or

agreements under this section.

*SEC. 214 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDI-
VIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES,

‘“The Secretary may make grants to indi-
viduals with disabilities to enable the indi-
viduals to establish or operate commercial
or other enterprises that develop or market
assistive technology devices or assistive
technology services. -

“SEC. 218 PRODUCTS OF UNIVERSAL DESIGN.

‘‘The Secretary may make grants to com-
mercial or other enterprises and institutions
of higher education for the research and de-
velopment of products of universal design. In
awarding such grants, the Secretary shall
give preference to enterprises that are owned
or operated by Individuals with disabilities.
“SEC. 2186. GOVERNING BTANDARDS FOR ACTIVI.

“Persons and entities that carry out ac-
tivities pursuant to this subtitle shall—

‘(1) be held to the same consumer-respon-
sive standards as the persons and entities
carrying out programs under title I;

*4(2) make available to individuals with dis-
abilities and their family members, guard-
jans, advocates, and authorized representa-
tives information concerning technology-re-
lated assistance in & form that will allow
such individuals with disabilities to effec-
tively use such information; .

*(3) in preparing such information for dis-
semination, consider the media-related needs
of individuals with disabilities who have sen-
sory and cognitive limitations and consider
the use of auditory materials, including
audio cassettes, visual materials, including
video cassettes and video discs, and braille
materials; and

‘(4) coordinate their efforts with the
consumer-responsive comprehensive state-
wide program of technology-related assist-
ance for individuals with disabilities in any
State in which the activities are carried out.
“Subtitle C—Authorization of Appropriations
“SEC. 221. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

‘“There are authorized to be appropriated
to carry out this title $10,000,000 for fiscal
year 1994, and such sums as may be necessary
for each of the fiscal years 1995 through
1998."".

TITLE HII—ALTERNATIVE FINANCING

MECHANISMS
ALTERNATIVE FINANCING MECHA-
NISMS AUTHORIZED.

The Act (29 U.S.C. 2201 et seq.) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“TITLE III-ALTERNATIVE FINANCING

MECHANISMS
“SEC 301. GENERAL AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE AL-
TERNATIVE FINANCING MECHA.
NISMS.

‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secret.ary shall

award grants to States to pay for the Federal

SEC. 301.
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share of the cost of the establishment and
administration of, or the expansion and ad-
ministration of, alternative financing mech-
anisms (referred to individually in this title
as an ‘alternative financing mechanism’) to
allow individuals with disabilities and their
family members, guardians, and authorized
representatives to purchase assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices. :

*(b) MECHANISMS.—The alternative financ-
ing mechanisms may include—

*(1) & low-interest loan fund;

*(2) a revolving funq;

*(3) a loan insurance program,;

*‘(4) a partnership with private entities for
the purchase, lease, or other acquisition of
assistive technology devices or the provision
of assistive technology services; and

“(5) other alternative financing mecha-
nisms that meet the requirements of this
Act and are approved by the Secretary.

*(c) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed as affecting the au-
thority of a State to establish alternative fi-
nancing mechanisms under title 1.

“SEC. 302. APPLICATIONS AND PROCEDURES.

“(a) ELIGIBILITY.—States that receive or
have received grants under section 102 or 103
shall be eligible to compete for grants under
section 301. .

*(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall
make grants under section 301 under such
conditions as the Secretary shall, by regula-
tion, determine, except that—

‘(1) a State rnay receive only 1 grant under
section 301 and may only receive such &
grant for 1 year under this title;

*(2) & State that desires to receive a grant

under section 301 shall submit an application

to the Secretary, at such time and in such
manner as the Secretary may require,
containing—

“(A) an assurance that the State will pro-
vide at least 50 percent of the cost described
in section 301(a), a8 set forth in section 304,
for the purpose of supporting the alternative
financing mechanisms that are covered by
the grant;

*(B) an assurance that an alternative fi-
nancing mechanism will continue on a per-
manent basis; and

(C) a description of the degree to which
the alternative financing mechanisms to be
funded under section 301 will expand and em-
phasize consumer choice and control;

*(3) a State that receives a grant under
section 301— :

“(A) shall enter into a contract, with a
community-based organization (or a consor-
tia of such organizations) that has individ-
uals with disabilities involved at all organi-
zational levels, for the administration of the
alternative financing mechanisms that are
supported under section 301; and

*(B) shall require that such community-
based organization enter into a contract, for
the purpose of expanding opportunities under
section 301 and facilitating the administra-
tion of the alternative financing mecha-
nisms, with—

*(1) commercial lending institutions or or-
ganizations; or

*(ii) State financing agencies; and

‘'(4) a contract between a State that re-
ceives a grant under section 301 and a com-
munity-based organization described in para-
graph (3)—

“(A) shall include a provision regarding
the administration of the Federal and the
non-Federal shares in a manner consistent
with the provisions of this title; and

“(B) shall include any provision required
by the Secretary dealing with oversight and
evaluation as may be necessary to protect
the financial interests of the United States.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-—HOUSE

*“SEC. 303. GRANT ADMINISTRATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.

‘A State that receives a grant under sec-
tion 301, together with any community-based
organization that enters into a contract with
the State to administer an alternative fi-
nencing mechanism that is supported under
section 301, shall develop and submit to the
Secretary, pursuant to & timeline that the
Secretary may establish or, if the Secretary
does not establish a timeline, within the 12-
month period beginning on the date that the
State receives the grant, the following poli-
cies or procedures for administration of the
mechanism:

*(1) A procedure to review and process in a
timely fashion requests for financial assist-
ance for both immediate and potential tech-
nology needs, including consideration of
methods to reduce paperwork and duplica-
tion of effort, particularly relating to need,
eligibility, and determination of the specific
device or service to be provided. .

*4(2) A policy and procedure to assure that
access to the alternative financing mecha-
nism shall be given to consumers regardless
of type of disability, age, location of resi-
dence in the State, or type of assistive tech-
nology device or assistive technology service
requested and shall be made available to ap-
plicants of all income levels.

*¢3) A procedure to assure consumer-con-
trolled oversight.
4SEC. 304, FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS,

‘(a) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of
the costs described in section 301(a) shall be
not more than 50 percent.

‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.—A State that desires
to receive a grant under section 301 shall in-
clude in the application submitted under sec-
tion 302 assurances that the State will meet
the following requirements regarding funds
supporting an salternative funding mecha-
nism assisted under section 301:

“(1) The State shall make avaflable the
funds necessary to provide the non-Federal
share of the costs described in section 301(a),
in cash, from State, local, or private sources.

*(2) Funds that support an alternative fi-
nancing mechanism assisted under section
301—

*(A) shall be used to supplement and not
supplant other Federal, State, and local pub-
lic funds expended to provide public funding
options; and

*(B) may only be distributed through the
entity carrying out the alternative financing
mechanism as a payer of last resort for as-
sistance that is not available in a reasonable
or timely fashion from any other Federal,
State, or local source.

**(3) All funds that support an alternative
financing mechanism assisted under section
301, including funds repaid during the life of
the mechanism, shall be placed in a perma-
nent separate account and identified and ac-
counted for separately from any other fund.
Funds within this account may be invested
in low-risk securities’ in which a regulated
insurance company may invest under the law
of the State for which the grant is provided
and sheall be administered with the same
judgment and care that a person of prudence,
discretion, and intelligence would exercise in
the management of the financial affairs of
such person.

*“(4) Funds comprised of the principal and
interest from an account described in para-
graph (3) shall be available to support an al-
ternative financing mechanism assisted
under section 301. Any interest or invest-
ment ijncome that accrues on such funds
after such funds have been placed under the
control of the entity administering the
mechanism, but before such funds are dis-
tributed for purposes of supporting the
mechanism, shall be the property of the en-
tity administering the mechanism and shall
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not be taken into account by any officer or
employee of the Federal Government for any
purpose. .
“SEC. 308. AMOUNT OF GRANTS.

‘(a) AMOUNT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided {n
paragraph (2), a grant under section 301 shall
be for an amount that {s not more than
$500,000.

*(2) INCREASES.—8uch a grant may be in-
creased by any additional funds made avail-
able under subsection (b).

*(b) Excess FUNDS.—If funds appropriated
under section 308 for a fiscal year exceed the
amount necessary to fund the activities de-
scribed in acceptable applications submitted
under section 302 for such year, the Sec-
retary shall make such excess amount avail-
able, on a competitive basis, to States re-
ceiving grants under section 301 for such
year. A State that desires to receive addi-
tional funds under this subsection shall
amend and resubmit to the Secretary the ap-
plication submitted under section 302. Such
amended application shall contain an assur-
ance that the State will provide an addi-
tional amount for the purpose of supporting
the alternative financing mechanisms cov-
ered by the grant that is not less than the
amount of any additional funds paid to the
State by the Secretary under this sub-
section.

*‘(c) INSUFFICIENT FUNDS.—If funds appro-
priated under section 308 for a fiscal year are
not sufficient to fund each of the activities
described in the acceptable applications for
such year, a State whose application was ap-
proved as acceptable for such year but that
did not receive a grant under section 301,
may update such application for the succeed-
ifng fiscal year. Priority shall be given in
such succeeding fiscal year to such updated
applications, if acceptable.

“SEC. 308, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide information and technical assistance to
States under this title, and the information
and technical assistance shall include—

*(1) assisting States in the preparation of
applications for grants under section 301;

*(2) assisting States that receive such
grants in developing and implementing al-
ternative financing mechanisms; and

*(3) providing any other information and
technical assistance to assist States {n ac-
complishing the objectives of this title.

" *(b) GRANTS, CONTRACTS, AND AGREE-
MENTS.—The Secretary shall provide the in-
formation and technical assistance described
in subsection (a) through grants, contracts,
or cooperative agreements with public or
private agencies and organizations, includ-
ing institutions of higher education, with
documented experience. expertise, and ca&-
pacity to assist States in the development
and implementation of the alternative fi-
nancing mechanisms described in section 301.
“SEC. 307. ANNUAL REPORT.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than Decem-
ber 31 of each year, the Secretary shall sub-
mit a report to the Congress stating whether
each State program to provide alternative fi-
nancing mechanisms that was supported
under section 301 during the year is making
significant progress in achieving the oUjec-
tives of this title.

“(b) CONTENTS.—The report shall include
isformation on—

(1) the number of applications for grants
under section 301 that were received by the
Secretary; .

*(2) the number of grants made and the
amounts of such grants;

*(3) the ratio of the amount of funds pro-
vided by each State for a State program to
provide alternative financing mechanisms to
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the amount of Federal funda provided for
such program;

*(4) the type of program to provide alter-
pative f{inancing mechanjsms that was
adopted in each State and the community-
based organization (or consortia of such or-
ganizations) with which each Etate has en-
tered into a contract; and

*(5) the amount of assistance given to con-
sumers (who shall be classified by age, type
of disability, type of assistive technology de-
vice or assistive technology service recefved,
goeographic distribution within the State.
gender, and whether the consumers are part
of an underrepresented population or a rural
population).

*SEC. 308. AUTHORIZATION OF Aj PRIATIONS.

““(a) IN GENERAL.—There are Authorized to
be appropriated to carry out this title
$8,000,000 for fiscal year 1994, and such swums
as may be necessary for each of the fiscal
years 1995 through 1998,

*(b) AVAILABILITY IN SUCCEEDING FISCAL
YEAR.—Amounts appropriated under sub-
section (a) shall remain available for obliga-
tion for the fiscal year immediately follow-
ing the fiscal year for which such amounts
were appropriated. :

**(c) RESERVATION.—Of the amounts appro-
priated under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall reserve $250,000 for the purpose of pro-
viding fnformation and technical assistance
to States under section 306."".

TITLE IV-—-AMENDMENTS TO OTHER ACTS
SEC. 401. INDIVIDUALS WITRH DISABILITIES EDU.

CATION ACT.
Section 631(aX1) of the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (20 U.SC.
1431(aX1)) 18 amended— :

(1) by striking *, and’ at the end of sub-
paragraph (D) and inserting a comma;

(2) by striking the period at the end of sub-
paragraph (E) and inserting **, and"’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(F) training in the use, applications, and
benefits of assisZive technology devices and
assistive technology services (as defined in
paragraphs (2) and (3) of section 3 of the
Technology-Related Assistance for Individ-
uals With Disabilities Act of 1988 (29 U.8.C.
2202 (2) and (3))).”",

SEC. 402. REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973.

(a) NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DISABILITY AND
REHABILITATION RESEARCH.—Section 202(b)(8)
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C.
761a(bX8)) is amended by striking *‘charac-
teristics of individuals with disabilities’ and
inserting ‘“‘characteristics of individuals
with disabilities, inciuding information on
individuals with disabilities who live in rural
or inner-city settings, with particular atten-
tiorn given to underserved populations,*.

(b) TRAINING.—Section 302(b)}1)(B) of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1873 (29 U.8.C.
TNabX1XB)), as added by section 302(b) of
Public Law 102-569 (106 Stat. 4412), f{s
amended—

(1) by striking *; and”” at the end of clause
(ii) and tnserting a semicolon;

(2) by setriking the period at the end of
clause ({ii) and inserting ‘*; and"’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(iv) projects to train personnel in the use.
applications, and benefits of assistive tech-
nology devices and assistive technology serv-
ices (as defined in paragraphs (2) and (3) of
section 3 of the Technology-Related Assist-
ance for Individuals With Disabilities Act of
1988 (28 U.S.C. 2202 (2) and (3)).".

SEC. 403. ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS
UNDER THE HEAD START ACT.

Section 644(f) of the Head Start Act (42
U.S.C. 983%(N) is amended— )

(1) in paragraph (1)>—

(A) by inserting *, or to request approval
of the purchase {(after December 31. 1986) of
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facilities,” after *‘to purchase facilities'’;
and ’

(B) by adding at the end the following:
““The Secretary shall suspend any proceed-
ings pending against any Head Start agency
to claim costs tncurred in purchasing such
facilities unt{l the agency has been afforded
an opportunity to apply for approval of the
purchese and the Secretary has determined
whether the purchase will be approved. The
Secretary shall not be required to repay
claims previously satisfied by Head Start
agencies for costs incurred in the purchase of
such facilities.”’; and

(2) in paragraph (2)— .

(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting “‘or
that was previously purchased’’ before the
semicolon;

(B) in subparagraph (C)}—

(1) by inserting **, or the previous purchase
has resulted,” after “purchase will result” in
clause (1), and

(i) {n clause (i1)y—

(I) by inserting *, or would have pre-
vented,’’ after "‘will prevent”; and

(II) by striking *‘and” at the end;

(C) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as
subparagraph (E); and )

(D) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
following: )

*(D) tu the case of & request regarding a
previously purchased facility, information
demonstrating that the facility will be used
principally as & Head Start center, or a di-
rect support facility for a Head Start pro-
gram; and'’.

SEC. 404 TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.

(&) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY DEVICE.—8ec-
tion 7(23) of tke Rehabilitation Act of 1873 (29
U.8.C. 706(23)), as added by section 102(n) of
Public Law 102-6569 (106 Stat. 4350), is
amended— ) :

1) by striking “3(1)” and inserting *3(2)"";

and
+2202(1)" and inserting

(2) by striking
2202(2)".

(b) ASSBISTIVE TECHNOLOGY SERVICE.—Sec-
tion 7(24) of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29
U.8.C. 706(24)), as added by section 102(n) of
Public Law 102569 (106 Stat. 4350), is
amended— ]

(1) by striking “3(2)"* and inserting *3(3)"";
and

(2) by striking *2202(2)"
“2202(3)".

TITLE V—EFFECTIVE DATE
SEC. 501. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided in this Act, this Act and
the amondments made by this Act shall take

and inserting

effect on the date of the enactment of this

Act.

(b) CoMPLIANCE.—Each State receiving a
grant under the Technology-Related Assist-
ance for Individusls With Disabilities Act of
1988 shall comply with the amendments
maeade by this Act—

(1) as soon as practicable after the date of
the enactment of this Act, consistent with
the effective and efficient administration of
the Technology-Related Assistance for Indi-
viduals With Disabilities Act of 1988; but

(2) not later than—

(A) the next date on which the State re-
ceives an award through a grant under sec-
tion 102 or 103 of such Act: or

(B) October 1, 1994,
whichever {s sooner.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York {Mr. OWENs] will be recog-
nized for 20 minutes, and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina {Mr.
BALLENGER] will be recognized for 20
minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York {Mr. OWENS]).

Mr, OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of the technology-related assistance for
the Individuals With Disabilities Act
Amendments of 1994, The Subcommit-
tee on Select Education and Civil
Rights understands the urgency and
importance of this legislation to the
disability community and has moved
to incorporate many of their rec-
ommendations in this reauthorization.

This bill is the culmination of & bi-
partisan effort. Moreover, the House
and Senate have reconciled the dif-
ferences in their respective bills, re-
sulting in the strong piece of legisla-
tion which I present to the House
today.

The State programs of technology-re-
lated assistance have come a long way
since their inception in 1988. At that
time, many individuals with disabil-
ities were not aware of the existence of
specific assistive technology devices
taflored to their specific needs. Today.
however, they can dial a 1-800 number
in their State and actually get a voice
at the other end of the line—a voice of
someone who is a specialist in locating
funding sources to pay for assistive
technology. Additionally, individuals
with disabilities can visit their State
program at various sites, where they.
can try out devices and receive train-

ing in their use. The development and

implementation of these programs
have undoubtedly improved the ability
of individuals with disabilities to live
independently and pursue meaningful
careers, .

This bill provides a §-year reauthor-
ization for title I, which will sunset in
10 years after one more reauthoriza-
tion, Congress never intended for this
program to become a permanent Fed-

‘eral grant program. Instead, we envi-

sioned a program which would eventu-
ally take on a life of its own after an
adequate amount of Federal seed
money. When Federal funding is termi-
nated, all 60 States will have had the
benefit of 10 years of Federal support.
Based on the progress of those States
which are 5 years into their 10-year
Federal cycle, 10 years should be ample
time for the States to line up alter-
native sources of public and private
funding for the future.

Title I includes clearer standards of
accountability for the States to ensure
that the bill's goals are accomplished
within the period of Federal funding.
Some of the changes to be made in title
1 include the following:

First, the requirement that States
perform six specific systems change
and advocacy activities, including out-
reach to underrepresented populations
and rural populations.

Second, the requirement that States
provide a specific amount of title I
funds to a protection and advocacy
agency, so that individuals with dis-
abilities have access to legal represen-
tation when they are denied access to
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assistive technology to which they are
entitled under law. It i8 imperative
that these grants or contracts be in
place no later than 60 days after the
enactment of this legislation.

Third, the requirement that State
lead agencies and protection and advo-
cacy agencies be redesignated for good
cause.

Title II also is reauthorized for §
years. The new title II requires the
Secretary of Education to develop a na-
tional classification system for
assistive technology devices and serv-
fces. It also includes grants for person-
nel training, technology transfer, recy-
"cling demonstration projects, business
opportunities for individuals with dis-
abilities, and the development of prod-
ucts of universal design.

Title III i{s a new but vital addition
to current law. Across the Nation,
there is a lack of capacity to deliver
assistive technology devices and serv-
ices to consumers. The experience of
several States in establishing low-in-
terest loan programs has demonstrated
the effectiveness of alternative financ-
ing mechanisms in enabling individuals
with disabilities to secure assistive
technology in an expeditious manner.
Therefore, title III introduces a pro-
gram of one-time, Federal grants to
States for establishing alternative fi-
nancing mechanisms. -

I urge my colleagues to pass this leg-
islation to enable individuals with dis-
abilities to continue their drive toward
full inclusion and integration in the
economic, political, social, cultural,
and educa.tiona.l mainstream of our so-
clety.

O 1450

-Mr. Speaker, I wish to thank the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. FORD], the
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr.
GOODLING], the gentleman from North
Carolina [Mr. BALLENGER], and other
members of my subcommittee in the
House, as well as the Senator from
Massachusetts [Mr. KENNEDY], the Sen-
ator from Kansas [Mrs. KASSEBAUM],

the Senator from lowa [Mr. HARXIN], -

~and the Senator from Minnesota [Mr.

DURENBERGER] for their support in this

bipartisan effort.

Mr. Speaker, I submit the following
documents for insertion into the
RECORD.

U.S. SENATE, COMMITTEE ON LABOR
AND HUMAN RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, February 7, 1994.

Hon. MAJOR OWENS and

Hon. CASS BALLENGER,

Subcommittee on Select Education and Citil
Rights, Committee on Education and Labor,
Rayburn House Office Building, Washing-
ton, DC.

DEAR MR. OWENS AND MR. BALLENGER: We
are in receipt of your February 4, 1994 letters
seeking a clarification of congressional in-
tent in H.R. 2339 with regard to the sunset
provision as it relates to a five-year reau-
thorization for the Technology-Related As-
sistance for Individuals with Disabilities
Act.
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We fully concur with your understanding
of the policy in the bill regarding the above
referenced provisions.

Sincerely,
DAVID DURENBERGER,
Ranking, Subcommittee on Disability Policy.
TOM HARKIN,
Chair, Subcommittee on Disability Policy.

U.8. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND
LABOR,

Washington, DC, February 4, 1994. -

Hon. ToM HARKIN,

Chairman, Subcommittee on Disability Policy,
Senate Labor and Human Resources Com-
mittee, Hart Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: We are wrmng to
clarify Congressional intent in H.R. 2339 with
regard to the sunset provision as it relates to
a five-year reauthorization for the Tech-
nology Related Assistance Act for Indjvid-
uals with Disabilities.

It 18 our intent that States receiving
grants under Title 1 of the Technology-Re-
lated Assistance Act for Individuals with
Disabilities will receive grants under this
title for not more than a total of 10 years. In-
cluded in that 10 years are: one three-year
development grant, one 2-year extension -of
that development grant if the State dem-
onstrates to the Secretary of Education that
they have made significant progress in devel-
oping and implementing a consumer-respon-
sive, comprehensive, statewide program of
technology-related assistance, and one § year
second extension grant based on the above
requirement. In year four and five, a phase-
out of the second extension grant will occur
with a State receiving 75% of their grant
award in year four and 50% of their grant
award in year five. After the fifth and final
year of the second extension grant, no State
will receive any Federal funds under Title I
of this Act.

While we understand your ooncerns that
the length of the authorization for this Act
should be five years for purposes of over-
sight, it is our intent that no State should
receive Federal assistance under Title I of
this Act, the State grant program, for more
than ten years. As you may recall, in 1988
when this program was created, and original
Congressional intent was to provide Federal
seed money to States to help them develop
and implement consumer-responsive, com-
prehensive statewide programs of tech-
nology-related assistance. We do not believe
that the Congress intended for this program
to become a permanent Federal grant pro-
gram and it {8 for that reason that we
strongly support this sunset provision.

We hope that this is your understanding of
the sunset and five-year reauthorization pro-
visions of H.R. 2339 8o that we can ensure
this policy is clearly explained during the
House and Senate floor debate when this bill
is considered. We appreciate your consider-

~ation of this issue and look forward to hear-

ing your views.
" Sincerely,
MAJOR OWENS,
Member of Congress.
CASS BALLENGER,
Member of Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr, Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as 1 may
consume.

I rise to support H.R. 2339, the Tech-
nology Related Assistance for Individ-
uals with Disabilities Act Amendments
of 1994. This bill represents a bipartisan
agreement worked out between the
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House and the Senate. I want to com-
mend the gentleman from New York,
{Mr. OWENS] the gentleman from Jowa
Senator HARKIN, the gentleman from -
Minnesota, Senator DURENBERGER, and
all the staff for all the hard work and
consistent efforts they did in order to
work out the differences between the
two bodies 80 that we can all support
this bill today.The House passed this
bill last August and the bill today re-
flects many of the policies made in the.
original House bill.

H.R. 2339 makes several changes in
the current law to strengthen activi-
ties States are doing in order to make
assistive technology devices and serv-
ices available to individuals with dis-
abilities. Assistive technology does
make a difference in the lives oY indi-
viduals with disabilities by providing
them the opportunity to live independ-
ent and productive lives, and this legis-
lation will continue to help make such
assistive technology more accessible
and available to them. With the issue
of health care reform on the horizon
for Congress to consider, States must
have a delivery system in place for in-
dividuals with disabilities to access
assistive technology and devices. H.R.
2339 makes such a delivery system pos-
sible.

I am particularly pleased that this
bill has a sunset provision repealing
this program in fiscal year 2002. This
will allow all States to participate in
this program for no more than a total
of 10 years with a phase out of Federal

.dollars in years 9 and 10. When Con-

gress enacted this act in 1988, it was in-
tended to provide Federal seed money
to States to develop and implement a
statewide system to eliminate barriers
and make assistive technology acces-
sible and available. The goal being that
once that was accomplished, this Fed-
eral program would no longer be need-
ed. While H.R. 2339 does have a 5 year
authorization at the request of the
other body for purposes of oversight, it
is our intent that no State receive Fed-
eral assistance under title I of this act
for more than 10 years. This policy is
defined in a letter to Senator HARKIN
and Senator DURENBURGER from Chair-
man OWENS and myself. I would like to
include in the RECORD at the end of
this debate both letters. I am glad the
policy to end a Federal program once it
accomplishes its intended goals was re-
tained in this legislation.

I also support the new provision cre-
ating a one-time Federal matching
grant to States to develop alternative
financing systems so that individuals
with disabilities can access financial
assistance in order to purchase
assistive technology devices. This Fed-
eral investment will be no more than
$500.000 per State and will be matched
dollar-for-dollar by the State. The
State will have the authority to decide
what type of alternative financing sys-
tem to develop, such as a low interest
loan or a revolving loan program, and
will be required to have commerciai
lending institutions or State financing
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agencies jointly administer the pro-
gram with a community-based organi-
zation. The Federal dollars will only
provide seed money to help assist
States develop their own alternative fi-
nancing system, and such a system
must be the payor of last resort. I be-
lieve this provision is essential {f we
expect individuals with disabilities to
purchase assistive technology in order
to become more independent.

1 support this legislation and believe
it will truly change the lives of individ-
uals with disabjilities. I urge my col-
leagues to support the passage of H.R.
2339. \

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 2339, the Technology Related As-
sistance for Individuals with Disabiliies Act
Amendments of 1994. This legisiation was en-
acted in 1988, as a Repubiican initiative, to
improve occupational and educational opportu-
nities for individuals with disabilities through
assistive technology devices and services.
The intent of the original act was to provide
Federal seed money to States to assist them
in developing and implementing statewide pro-
grams that increase access to, and availability
of, assistive technology devices and services.

H.R. 2339 is a compromise between the
House and the Senate but reflects many of
the policies addressed by the original House
bil. During the reauthorization process, it
came to our attention that States still need
time to change their curtent systems In order
to make assistive technology accessible and
available to individuals with disabilities. H.R.
2339 authorizes a second 5 year extension
grant to States who have demonstrated signifi-
cant progress in developing and implementing
these statewide programs. However, once a
State has participated in this program for a
total of 10 years, Federal assistance under
this program will terminate. | support this sun-

ision, and believe it sends a message
to States to remove barriers to assistive tech-
nology throughout the State.

1 aiso support the new provision which will
encourage States to develop altemative fi-
nancing mechanisms, such as a fow interest
loan program, to enable individuals with dis-
abilities to purchase assistive technology de-
vices. This one-time Federal matching grant
will be for no more than $500,000 per State.
One of the biggest criticisms we have heard
has been the tack of financial assistance avail-
able to individuals with disabilities to purchase
assistive technology. If States decide to create
alternative financing mechanisms, such finan-
cial assistance will be available as the payor
of last resort once all other public assistance
has been denied. | believe these financing
systems will be the legacy of the Technology-
Related Assistance Act for individuals with dis-
abilities by providing access to miuch-needed
financial assistance necessary to purchase
assistive techrioiogy.

1 support H.R. 2333 because | have seen
the bensfits that assistive technology has
made in the lives of Individuals with disabil-
ities. Assistive technology can be the dif-
ference in whether an mdmdx;a! ha? the op-

tunity to be independent or is confined to a
ﬁf%mof dependency on others. This legislation
can make that difference and I urge my col-

leagues to support it.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-—HOUSE

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Utah [Ms. Suep-
HERD]).

Ms. SHEPHERD. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding this
time to me.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2339, and I am pleased that this b{ll will

. pass the House today without con-

troversy, a8 it should. With the Chair-
man's permission, I would like to high-
light an important section of this bill
which has a direct impact on my dis-
trict in Salt Lake City.

In a wise move, Congress recently
changed the Federal regulations for the
Head Start Program to enable local
Head Start centers to use Federal
funds to purchase their facilities. In
light of the low Interest rates and rap-
idly rising rents in many communities,
including Salt Lake City, this was a
cost-effective and farsighted change in
regulatiors.

A Head Start center in my district
had already saved taxpayers $100,000 by
purchasing a building before the law
was changed. Instead of being praised
for good work, they were being sued by
HHS for making the change too soon.
Unfortunately, the Head Start Pro-
gram in Utah has had to suffer through
a prolonged and expensive court battle
as a result of their inadvertent mis-
take.

No more. La.st. year Senator ORRIN
HATCH and I joined forces to solve this
problem. The bill before us today will
suspend the legal proceedings against
the Salt Lake Head 8tart center and
allow them to purchase their facility.
It is an example of how Congress can
help strengthen our communities and
improve the lives of our children, while
saving taxpayer dollars at the sanie
time. It is a living example of
reinventing Government.

My deepest thanks to -Chajrman
OWENS for his cooperation and vision in
this matter, and to Chairman MAR-
TINEZ, whose subcommittee has juris-
diction on this issue. Together, we
made Government work.
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Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, 1
know of no Republican Members who
want to speak on House Resolution 351,
and, therefore, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MONTGOMERY). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
New York [Mr. OWENS] that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, House Resolution 351.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lation was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, 1 ask
unapimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks, and
include extraneous material, on House
Resolution 351, the resolution just
agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there .
objection to the request: of the _gen-
tleman from New York?

‘There was no objection.

IRISH-AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH

Ms. BYRNE. Mr. S8peaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Post Office and Civil Service be
discharged from further consideration
of the Senate joint resolution (8.J.
Res. 1189) to designate the month of
March 1994 as “Irish-American Herit-
age Month,” and ask for {ts immediate
consideration. )

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
joint resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of - the gentle—
woman from Virginia?

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, reeerving
the right to object, I would like to ac-
knowledge the good work of my friend
and colleague, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MANTON], who is the chief
cosponsor of the resolution designating
the month of March 1994 as Irish-Amer-
ican Heritage Month, and, further re-
serving the right to object, I yield to
the gentleman from New York.

Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of House Joint Reso-
lution 246, a resolution I introduced to
proclaim the month of March 1994 as
“Irish-American Heritage Month.”

I am pleased that 218 of my col-
leagues have joined me {n sponsoring
this important resolution. I would also
like to thank Chairman CLAY for bring-
ing this resolution to the floor. :

House Joint Resolution 246 celebrates
the heritage of over 40 million Ameri-
cans of Irish descent. Irish-American
Heritage Month {8 designed to honor
all Irish-Americans and compiement
the hundreds of parades and activities
sponsored around the United States
every March in honor of St. Patrick's
Day.

Mr. Speaker, Irish-Americans have
played an important role in U.S. his-
tory. Four signers of the Declaration of
Independence were Irish born. Com-
modore John Barry of County Wexford,
Ireland. served in the Continental Navy
and is widely regarded as the Father of
the American Navy. President William
Jefferson Clinton is the 19th American
President of Irish Ancestry. More than
290 Irish-Americans have been awarded
the Congréssional Medal of Honor.
Mary Kennedy O°'Sullivan, the first
woman organizer of the American Fed-
eration of Labor, was of Irish origin.
Nine of the generals who served in the
Continental Army during the American
Revolution were Irish born. Irish-





