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DISCLAIMER

The July 27, 1990 Regulations, "Aliens and Nationality: Asylum and Withholding of Deportation
Procedures,” mandated the creation of a new corps of Asylum Officers to provide an initial, nonadversarial
adjudication of asylum claims. Asylum Officers use asylum law, interviews with asylum applicants, and
relevant information on country conditions to determine the merits of individual claims for asylum.

The Resource Information Center was created to assist Asylum Officers domestically, and Immigration
Officers determining refugee status overseas, by collecting and disseminating credible and objective
information on human rights conditions. As specified in the Regulations (8 CFR 208.12), as amended, such
information may be obtained from the Department of State, the Office of International Affairs, other
Service offices, or other credible sources, such as international organizations, private voluntary agencies,
news organizations, or academic institutions.”

Master Exhibits are one means by which credible information on a given group or groups deemed "at risk”
is presented to Asylum and Immigration Officers. Master Exhibits are submitted by private voluntary
organizations, law firms, or other groups, which are credited on the title page of the Exhibit. The contents
of each Master Exhibit distributed by the Resource Information Center, taken as a whole, meet certain basic
standards on credibility, relevance and format, and can provide Asylum Officers with valuable background
material for evaluating country conditions.

This Master Exhibit provides publicly available information, analyses, or comment. All sources are cited.
Updates to this Master Exhibit may be made from time to time. This Master Exhibit, however, cannot be,
and does not purport to be, either exhaustive with regard to the country surveyed, or conclusive as to the
merits of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. It is for the Asylum Officer adjudicating a
particular case to determine what evidentiary weight to give to the information in this Master Exhibit.



The inclusion of this Master Exhibit in the collection of Master Exhibits compiled by the Service does not
constitute an endorsement of the information in this Master Exhibit. The views expressed in this Master
Exhibit, therefore, do not necessarily represent statements of policy of the United States Government, nor
does this Master Exhibit reflect foreign policy concerns of the United States Government.

EL SALVADOR

6. Persecution by Death Squads/Security Forces

Focuses on persecution perpetrated with tacit or overt government support {includes six specific
categories):

F. Security Forces - Materials include abuses by specific branches of the military, specific
military units, special forces, and other security forces {Air Force, Atlacatl Battalion, Treasury
Police, National Police, etc)

E1 Salvador

Persecution by Security/Special Forces

"El Salvador: Killings, Torture and Disappearances,” Amnesty International AMR 29/27/90, October 1990
(pp.6-10)

Article from the Village Voice, by Frank Smyth, 31 July 1990 (CAM)
"Salvadoran's Arrest Raises Questions," San Francisco Chronicle, 12 July 1990
"CUANES Alerts," March-June 1990

"Barriers to Reform: A Profile of E1 Salvador's Military Leaders," the Arms Control Foreign Policy
Caucus, 21 May 1990

"U.S. Officials Reverse View on Salvador Army," San Francisco Examiner, 6 May 1990

"The Atlacatl Battalion and Alleged Human Rights Abuses," Arms Control and Foreign Policy Caucus, 25
April 1990

"A 2nd Salvadoran Confesses," Boston Globe, 16 March 1990

‘A Year of Reckoning: E1 Salvador a Decade After the Assassination of Archbishop Romero," Americas
Watch, March 1990 (ch. Il & V)

"Final Report to the Commission on Human Rights on the Situation of Human Rights in E1 Salvador ....
"United Nations, 31 January 1990 (pp.7-11 & Conclusions)

"El Salvador: A Country Guide," by Tom Barry, Inter-Hemispheric Education Resource Center, 1990
(ch.2-Military, pp.47-59)

"Amnesty International Report 1990," (covers 1989) for E1 Salvador
"Salvadoran Soldiers Accused of Massacres," Austin American-Statesman, 31 December 1989
"Salvadoran Killings Cited," Washington Post, 27 October 1989 (ISLA 1408)

"Rise in Rape and Torture by Salvador Army Reported," San Francisco Chronicle, 30 September 1989



"Political Refugee Tells of Military Tortures,” Valley Morning Star (Harlingen, TX), 30 November 1988
"Hardline Officers Take Over E1 Salvador's Army Command," This Week, 7 November 1988

"El Salvador: 'Death Squads' -A Government Strategy," Amnesty International AMR 29/21/88,0ctober
1988 (pp.1-6, 15-21)

"Blood and Money in E1 Salvador,” New York Times, 11 June 1988 {ISLA 3793)

"El Salvador's Killing Fields," Washington Post, 12 June 1988 (ISLA 3794)

"Salvadorans Say Army Unit Tortured, Killed 3 Villagers," Washington Post, 8 February 1988 (ISLA 702)
"Salvador Army Brutality Said to Rise," New York Times, 22 June 1987 (ISLA 3161)

"Human Rights Violations Directed Against Released Prisoners and Their Families," Amnesty International
AMR 29/44/87, 8 October 1987

"El Salvador: Human Rights Dismissed - A Report on 16 Unresolved Cases," Lawyers Committee for
Human Rights, 1986 (pp.35-57)

"Testimony of Carmen Campos," COMADRES, 27 September 1934

"Free Fire: A Report on Human Rights in E1 Salvador," Americas Watch/Lawyers Committee for
International Human Rights, August 1984 (pp.61-63; Arrests and Abductions by the Air Force)

"Assigning Responsibility for Human Rights Abuses: E1 Salvador's Military and Security Units," Amnesty
International AMR 29/73/82, September 1982

"Detentions and Killings by the Treasury Police," Amnesty International AMR 29/53/81, 30 July 1981
"Amnesty International Says Evidence Shows Government of El Salvador Responsible for Detention and
Murder of Six Opposition Leaders; Calls on United Nations to Condemn Killings,"Amnesty International

News Release, 4 December 1980

“Submission by Amnesty International to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of the
Organization of American States," Amnesty International, 21 March 1980



