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N THE UNITED STATES DIS'J'IUCT COURT 

EASTE&'I DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

10 

11 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

12 

I} v. 

14 MARIE E. SHERRILL, 

15 

16 

17 

I8 

Plaintiff, 

Defendant. 

1:15CROQ;?Q 
CASE NO. 'J 

AWI"'>J-·' L. ... 

VIOLATIONS: 18 U.S.C. § 1343 ~Wire Fraud 
(Eight Counts); 18 U.S.C. § 1957~.'vtoney 
Laundering (fln-ee Counts); 261J.S.C. § 7206(2) ~ 
Aiding and Assisting tbc Preparation or Presernation 
of.False Tax Return (Twenty-Twa Count$); 
26 U.S.C. § 7212(a)- Corruptly Imerfering With 
Administration of rnternal Revenue Laws; 18 U.S.C. 
§§ 981(a)(l )(c), 982(n)( I), and 28 U.S.C. § 2461(c) ~ 
Criminal Forf~!iture 

19 CQUKISON.BJHROUG!I EIGHT: 118 U.S.C:. § 1343- Wire Frau<i] 

20 Tbe Grand Jury ~.:harges: 

21 MARIE E. SHERR!l.l., 

22 defendant herein, as folloWi>: 

23 1. INTRODUCTION 

24 At ull times relevant to this iudictmcnt: 

I. Defendant MARIE E. SHERRILL wa.;; an individual living in Tulare County in the State 

26 and Eastem District of'CatilUmia, 

27 2. Sherrill Financial ScrVit~cs. lnc. was located in Porterville, California, and was controlled 

28 by .l'v1AK1E E, SHERRILL h was crcatcJ as a California corporation on May 14, 2005" Hs status as a 

MAR IF E. SHERR!t.t.lt-.'OlCTMENT 
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1 California corporation was suspended on August I) 200ft 

2 3. MARIE E. SHERRILL was a registered tax return prcparcr with the California Tax 

3 Education CounciL On or about October 27, 2005, MARIE E. SHERRILL applied fur and was assigned 

4 an Electronic fiHng Identification Number ("'EFfN) with the Internal Revenue Service (''lRS'') under the 

5 name Sherrill Financial Services, inl:. MARIE E. SHERRILL prepared and 1ilcd Federal lncome Tnx 

6 Returns (FITRs) for elients under this EFlN. She also provided bookkeeping services fur some clients. 

7 4. Sherrill J\e<:ounting was located in Porterville, California, as ad/bial of MARIE E. 

8 SHERRJLL. 

9 5. Paypa Trail Entertainment, LLC ("Pnypa Trail'), was located in PortcrvHle, Callfomln, 

10 rmd wa._c; controlled by MARIE E. SHERRIJ.T .. Jt was t:reatet.l as a California corporation on June 7. 

II 2010. 

) 2 6. Madminds, Inc., wa,c; located in Porter;lillc, Californin. lt was created as a CaliJbmia 

13 Corporation on July 18, 2012, and was controlled by MARl£ E. SHERRILL. 

14 7. MARIE E. SHERRILL did busine;s as Sherrill Financial Sel'\ices, Inc; Sherrill 

15 Accounting; Paypa Trail Entertainment, LLC; and Madminds, Inc .• among other business nmnes and 

16 entities (the ''Sherrill Entities"'). 

17 8. Investment Vic-tims were people who entrusted their money to MARIE K SHERRILL 

18 and the Sherrill Entitles. 

19 II. Tfll'SC!U;ME TO DEfRAUD 

20 9. De ginning at a time unknown to the Grand Jury but no Inter than -in or about De~..:embcr 

21 2010, and continuing through in or aboul April2013, in the State and Ea:-.1.em District of California and 

22 elsewhere~ MARIE E. SIIERRJLL, nnd others known and unknown to the Gmnd Jury; devised and 

23 intended to devise a scheme and artifice to deffaud Investment Victims, and to ohtain money and 

24 property by means of materially fal$;e and fraudulent pretenses, representations, and promises, by use of 

25 interstate wire communications) ln violation ofTitJe 18, United States Code, Section 1343. 

26 10. Tbe pUrpose of the scheme and artifice to defrnud was to obtain money from potemial 

27 Investment Victims by means of materially false and fraudulent pretenses, representalions, and 

28 promises, and to luU existing Investment Vk'tims into believing that their money had been invested as 

MARJE E. S!IERRILL (Nl)ICI MENT 2 
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defendant MARIE E, SHERRILL represented, 

2 ll, MARIE E. SHERRILL used Investment Victlm.s' money to pny purported returns to 

3 earlier Investment Victims and fur otber purposes that benefitted MARJE E. SI-lERRLL. As a result of 

4 the S\:heme, at least seventeen Investment Victims were defrauded out of at h.:ast $ 1.3 million. 

5 IlL MANNER AND MEANS OF SCHEME TO DEFRAUD 

6 12, MARIE E. SHERRILl. and others pursued the scheme to delra\!Cilhrough the following 

7 manner ami means and aets: 

8 13. MARIE E. SHERRILL operated the Sherrill Entities as a fraudulent Jnvcsuncnt scheme 

9 targ(;ting clients of her bookkeeping and tax preparati(lfi business by using the intimate financial 

10 knowledge she pos~sserl of these clients to identiry potential Investment Vietims and to iure them into 

ll her investment fraud scheme. 

12 14, He ginning no later than in or about December 20t0, MARIE E. SHERRILL solicited 

lJ potential Investment Victims to invest with n~.~r and the Shenill Entities. MARIE E. SHERRILL 

14 attempted to build her credibility with investment VictJms by falsely claiming that she was a Certified 

15 Pubtic Accountant. MARIE E. SHERRILL told potentiollnvc;;rment Victims that she w~ in the 

16 business of placing investments into various investment.<:;~ including "pooled" investment CO's ~tnd 

17 accounts: quali!ied property investment accounts; 'Jhl0led tiered-rate iH.:counts; and third-party loans to 

18 various businesses and individ\lals. MARIE E. SHERRILL tolJ pulentiallnvcslmcnt Vietims that their 

19 investments were guaranteed, had n low ris;k to principal, were ll!derally insured, were seeure, and 

20 retumcd a high rate of return, and that the Investment Viclims could receive back rheir investments at 

21 any time. 

22 15. MARIE E. SHERRILL told some potential Investment Victims that their money would 

23 be placed inlo a "·pooled" investment account with Wells Fargo Uank. She said the account paid a high 

24 rate of return because the investors' funds woutd be pooled with funds from other investors. This 

25 inv~:stmcnt was described in different ways to diJTerentlnvcstmcnt Victims, MARTE E. SHERRILL told 

26 some Investment Victims she was investing their muncy in a ••qualified" tiered rate account, where a 

27 larger pool meanr a higher interest mte~ ::.:he told others they were investmg in rmoled Certitkau:s of 

28 Deposits (CDs); she told others it wa:s: a ""Qualified Property Investment" account. In fact, Wt·lls Fargo 

MA!Ut.: E. S!-li,;.RRILL INDJCTMENT 3 
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Rank did not o1Ter any of the investment prodm;ts that were described hy MARIE E. SHERRILL. 

2 16. ~1ARIE R. SHERRILL made various misrepresentations about this purported pooled 

3 account to potential Investment Victims, including that: 

4 a. The Invcsuncnt Victimst funds were actually placed into sueh an account: 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

JO 

J l 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 17. 

b. It was a "'qualified tnx account'' with "restrictions" and was ''very regulated"; 

c. The invcsum:nt funds in thi::> accoW1t had to come from the sale of real e.,.tate, and the 

only way to access the account''without possibk tax consequences" was to have the 

funds disbursed ;;directly to escrow'' for the purehasc of real estate or "by invoices from 

the building, architect, eounty fees, lumber yard, contractor, etc." ifhuilding a home; 

d. If the Investment Victim were to withdraw their funds for any other reason. the 

Investment Victim would be taxed for the interest earned and \vould receive a J 099 !NT 

form at the end of ihe year; and thal if they withdrew their investments they would lose 

the interest gained, hut there was no risk to the prineipal; 

e, The account was "double bal:ked insured," meaning the investment was in.sured by the 

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) nnd hy another insurJ.nce provider which 

MARIE F.. SHERRILL never explained or revealed; and 

f. The account earned an interest rate of8.5 %, 

To provide an air oflegitimacy, and to lure potentiallnvestment Victims, MARJE E, 

19 SHERRILL created the email account address .. smwright@wellstbrgoadvisor.com," \.'lchich purported to 

20 belong to Smnuel \\1right. who wa~ allegedly ru1 investment advisor at Wdl:s FtJrgo Advisor. In fact, the 

21 email account and !he -·samuel Wright'" identity were created and controlled hy MARJE E. SHERRJLL, 

22 and "Samud Wright;' was neither an employee of Wells Fargo nor affiliated with Wells Fargo in any 

23 way. 

24 18. MARIE E. SHERRILL provided some potential lnve5lmcnt Victims with altered bank 

25 statements that purported to be from WclJs Fnrgo Bank for two a~;counls of Paypa I mil as proof of the 

26 amounts in the "pooled" ac~ount The ending balnnee.r.; of those accounts on the statements she sent 

27 potential Investment Vktirns were $405,925,50 and $764,744.66~ JOr lhc time period ending November 

28 30,2012. Jn fact, the acr.:ounls bad a true balance at that time of$0.04 and $2.00, respeclively. 

MA.'ZI.E E. SHERRll.l. INniCTMENT 4 
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19, MARTE E. SHERRILL also told some potential Investment Victin1s that :;he was in the 

2 business of making loans, and that Inveslment Vtctims' money would be used to make safe loans which 

3 :;he called "'Angel Investments.'~ When MARIE E. SHERRII,I. received Investment Victims' money, 

4 :>he did not use it lo make loans to third parties as she had represented she would. 

5 20. MARIE E. SHERRILI. received, transferred. and disbursed Investment Victims' 1noncy 

6 through bank and asset accounts hetd in her own name and in the names of the Sherrill Enti1ies. 

7 21. When she received money from Investment Victims. MARIE E. SHERRILL did not 

8 invest it for the Investment Victims, but instead used the money for her personal benefit and other uses 

9 not authorized by lbe Investment Victims, including in the following ways, among others: 

l 0 a. for gambling expenses; 

II b. for the purcha~e of vehicles; 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

c. for purchases at slures; 

d. to make cash withdrawals al ATM machines; 

e. for monthly rental expenses for three rental homes for three of MARIE E. SHERRILL's 

children; 

f. for allomey and bail bond lees lor one of MARIE E. SHERRILL's children; 

g. for personal medkal expenses~ 

b. for travel expenses, including hotels; airfare, and car rentals: 

l. for withdrawals of more than $520,000 in tbe form of cash or check;.; madt payable to 

MARIE E. SHERRILL, Sherrill Accounting, nr MARIE E. SHERRILL's children; and 

21 j. to pay investor Vu;tim~, falsely representing these payments as protlt\i fr(ml thelr 

22 inve!-ltment:.t 

2J 22. MARIE E. SHERRILL did make paymenl<> to Inveslment Vi~.:lims. Whc11 she did, she 

24 represented those payments as a return on their investment and omitted to disclose that she wns often 

25 simply making thes.c payments fron1 money that she had received from investment Victims. The 

26 mh;representation of returns was materinJ to Investment Victims' decisions not w complain, to give 

27 MARIE E. SHERRILL more m<mCy, and to refer their friends and family to MARIE E. SHERRILL. 

2R /// 

MARIE E SHERRILL INOICTMENT 5 
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IV. WIRINGS 

2 23. At all relevant times, Wells Fargo Bank maintained multiple data processing centers 

3 through which all ac~:ounl information was processed and stored, including i:hcck card transactions and 

4 checks.~ and mme of these processing centers were in California. All check card transactions with 

5 bus:inesses out!>ldc ofCallfomia required an interstate wire communkurion between California and the 

6 srate where the business was located. All ch~ks dep<~sited into Wells Fargo Bank and drawn on another 

7 bank were processed at a Wells fargo Bank data processing center outside of the State of California, 

8 thus requiring an interstate wire communication between California and the state where the check was 

9 : proces5ed. 

10 • 

1 I 

12 

J3 

14 

]5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

24. On or about the dates sellOrth below, in the State and Eustern District of Cali!Urnia and 

elsewhere, for the purpose of exe..:uting and :mempting to execute the scheme a nd artifice tu defraud, 

MARIE E. SHERRILL and others known and unknown to the grdndjury, did k nowingly tnmsmit and 

cau~ to be transmitted by means of wire communication in interslale comtnerc e certain \\Titings, signs, 

and signals; to wit: wire communit:ations between California and places oursid e of California, as 

specified bcluw: 

COUNT DATE 
. 

ONE • 7(23112 

TWO • 11/5/2012 

THREE 11/5/2012 

' ' FOUR ' ll/9/2012 ' ' ' 

FIVE • 01/03/13 
. . . 
• 

MAR IF. E. Slli;;RitiLL 1;-.;DIC"rMF.NT 

DESc;J~)I'TlON 

Fax transmission from MARIE E. SHERRll..L, ( 559) 42l-1954, in 
.. <:alifomia, to Lincoln Benefit Life, (R77) 525-26 82,il!T~.xn_,s ___ -l 

fax transmission from MARJE E. SHERRILL, ( 
... ~.?-lifornia. lO Lincoln Henefit Life:(866) 525-54 

559) 421-]954, in 
:n in Texas 

Fax transmission from MARIE E. SHERRILL, ( 
California, to Lincoln Bencfi!.JjJe, (&7'7) 525-26 

559)421-!954, in 
89. tn Texa" 

Automated Clearing House transfer of funds in t he amount of 
$ 98,885.15 from the account of Lincoln Benefit Life in Ohio, to the 

rnia account of F.R at Safe l Credit Union in Califb 

Check card purchase in the State of Washington from an account at 
cgistration Wells Fargo Bank, California, of domain name r 

i ·'smwrl!ahtfal:wellsfargoadvisor.com," in the amo unt of $40.85 

6 



Case 1:15-cr-00130-AWI-BAM   Document 1   Filed 05/07/15   Page 7 of 14

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

SIX 12/l3/l2 Wire communkation of check from S.W. nnd C.\V. in the amount of 
$23,260.26, paynble to and deposited into the account of Paypa Trail at 

: Wells Fargo Bank, California, drawn on Safe l Credit Union, tu Wells 
:Fargo processi~g center outside of the State of California 

SEVEN . 1212612012 : \Virl: communication of .check from R.M in th(.! amount of$25,000.00, 
payable to and deposited into the account ofPaypa Truil at Wdts Fargo 
Bank! California, drawn on Union Bank, to Wells Fargo processing 

: center out:side of the State of California 

EIGHT 911912012 Wire communication of check from B.H. in the amount of$35,000.00, 
payable to and deposited into the account of Paypn Tmil nt Well!' Fargo 
Bank, California, dravm on Bank of the Westf to Wells Fargo 

I D~Q~t>.sstng center outside of the State of CalitOmia 

All in violation of Title I&, United States Code, Section 1343. 

COIJJ\TS NINE THROUGH ELEVEN: [IR U.S.C. § 1957- Money Laundering] 

The Grand Jury furtl1er charges: 

MARIE E. SIJERRJLL, 

defendant herein, as follows: 

25. Paragraphs 1 through 22, above, are fully incorporated by rctCrcncc as though fully set 

10rth herein, 

26. On or about the dales set forth below, in the State and Eastcm District of California and 

elsewhere, MARIE E. SHERRILL dld knowingly engage and altcmpt to cngnge in the foHowing 

monetary transactions by, through, or to a financial institution, aJTccting interstate or foreign commerce, 

in .criminally derived property of a value greater than $10,000, lhat is the withdrawal, transfer. and 

exchange of funds and monetary instruments, sm.:h property having heen derived fKJm a specified 

unlawful ac{ivity, thnt is, wire fraud: 

COUNT DATE MONETARY TRANSACTION 
. 
I NINE 7l27/2012 Check. ln the amount of $1 5,900 payable to Bonanz<1 Motors, drawn una 
• 

bank account of one of the Sherrill Entities, and 5igncd by MARIE E. 
SHERRILL 

------ -------·······-----------------------~ .... 
• 

TEN 4/Ul2012 Check in the amount uf$1 \0001 drnwn on a hank aeeounl of one of the 
Sherrill Entities, signed by MARIE E. SHIORRJLL, and payahle to MARIE E. 
SHERRILL 

····························~ 

MARa-: E. SHERRILL IN!>!CfMENT 7 
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ELEVEN 517/2012 Check 7992 in the amount of$ 11,000, drawn on a bank accoum of one of the 
2 '·····---~----S~h"'e_.rr.,i.,II_,_E'".n"'ti"ti"es,_,_,a,nd"-'R!'Yahlc to MARIE R. SHERRILL 

3 All h1 violation of Tille 18, United States Code, Section 1957. 

4 COUNTS TWELVE THROUGH THIRTY-THREE: 

5 

6 Tht:: Grand Jury further charges: 

(26 U.S.C. § 7206(2)- Aiding and Assisting 
the Preparation or Presentation of False Tax 
Return] 

7 MARIE E. SHERRILL, 

8 defendant herein, a5 follows; 

9 27. Pard.graphs l through 7, above, arc fuUy i11Corporated by reference as though fully set 

10 forth herein. 

11 28. Begitming on a date unknown but no later than ln or about January 20 ll and continuing 

12 through in or about J)cccmber 2014, MARIE E. SHERRILl. prepared and !lied or caused to he filed 

13 numerous feder.il income tax returns (FlTRs:) lOr others on which she knowingly plat:ed infonnation 

14 which she knew was false and fraudulent as to a material mat1er. The ihlse and fraudulent infonnmion 

15 MARJE E. SHERRILL included in these FITRs yielded fraudulent tax deductions and credits which 

16 MARIE E. SHERRILL knew tbe taxpayers were not entitled to claim. 

17 29. As a result of MARIE E. SHERRILL's fraudulent conduct in preparing and causing to be 

18 filed FlTRs lor others, MARIE E. SHERRILLdefmuded the United States of approximately $255,901. 

19 30. On or nbout the approximate dates set forth helow, in the State and Enstern District uf 

20 Californla, ~1ARJE E. SHERRILL did willfldly aid and assist in, and procure, counsel, and advise ihc 

21 preparation and presentation to the [nternal Revenue Service, of U.S. Individual Income Tax Returns, 

22 Fonns 1040, either individual or joint, lOr the taxpayers and calendar years hereinafter specified, under 

23 and in connection with the matters arising under the interml revenue Jaws, clhe returns were fa!~~: and 

24 fraudulent as to marerial matters. as set forth helow: 

25 Ill 

26 Ill 

27 Ill 

28 Ill 

MARlF: E. SJJLIU<ILL INDICTMENT 8 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

& 

9 

10 

I I 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

I& 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

2~ 

COUNT DATE OF 
OFFENSE 

TWELVE 411 5/20 ll 

THIRTEEN 4/15/2012 

FOURTEEN 4/15/2013 

FIFTEEN 4/15/2013 

SIXTEEN 4/15/20 ll 

SEVENTEEN 4/15/2012 

ElGHTTEEN 4/15/2013 

MARIE E. S!lrRRILL lNOICTMENT 

TAXPAYERS CALENDAR 
TAX YEAR 

M.B and D.B. 2010 

M.B and O.B. 20 ll 

M.R and D.R. 2012 

J.R. and B.B. 2012 

L.C. and S.C. 2010 

L.C. and S.C. 2011 

L.C. and S.C. 2012 

9 

FALSELY AMOUNT OF 
CLAIMED TAX LOSS 
ITEMs 

Umcimburs~J $ 3.94& 
Employee 
Expenses 
("UEE"); 
Business 
Lm;st:s on 
Schedule C 

UEE; $ 12,979 
Business 
Losses on 
Schedule C 

UEE; Medical $ 9,439 
ExpcliScs; 
Business 
Losses on 
Schedule C 

UEE; $ 3.722 
Busint:ss 
Losses on 
Schedule C 

UEE; $ ll ,833 
Overstated 
Mortgage 
Interest; false 
business sales 
and expenses 
on Schedule C 

UEE; Medical $ 16,479 
Expenses; 
Husincss 
expenses on 
Schedule C; 
Corporate 
losses; S<1h: of 
Business 
Propertv 

Business $ 9.316 
losses and 
corporate 
losses 
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I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 I 

22 

23 

24 

2 

2 

2 

2 

5 

6 

7 

8 

' 

........ ·····T·-······· 

• Nl:-iETEE!\ 411512011 M.G. and E.G. 2010 
' 

' 

TWE!\TY 411512012 • M.G. and E.G. 2011 

TWENTY-ONE 4/15/20U M.G. and E.G. 2012 

TWENTY-TWO • 4115/2011 J.G. and D.G. 2010 

TWENTY-THREE 4115/2012 J.G. and D. G. 20 II 

MARl£ 1::. SHERRILL lNDlCTMENT 10 

lJEE; Medical $ 13,061 
Expenses~ 
Overstated 
Mortgage 
Interest; 
Business 
Losses on 
Schedule C 

' ' 

UEE; Medical $ 8,685 ' 

Expenses~ 
Business 
Losses on 
Schedule C; 
Use of 
Vehicle 

UEE; Medical $ 10,587 
Expenses; 
Overstated 

• Mortgage 
, Interest; 
Business Loss 
on Schedule 
C; husiness 
u::;e of 
personal 
vehicle 

UEE; $ 7,239 
Overstuted 
Mortgage 
Interest; 
Business Loss 
on Schedule 

: C; business 
· use of 

personal 
vehicle 

liEE; $ 15.185 
Business Loss 
on Schedule 
C; business 
use of 
personal 
vehicle 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

• 

TWENTY-FOUR 4/15/2013 

TWENTY -FIVE 4/15/20 II 

TWENTY-SIX 4/15/2012 

TWENTY-SEVEN 4115/2013 

TWENTY-EIGHT 4/15/2011 

TWENTY -NINE 4115/2012 

THIRTY 4/15/2013 

MARIE F.. Sl!ERR!LL INO!l.TMENT 

J.G. and D.O. 2012 

J.L. and I.L 2010 

J.L. and l.L 2011 

J.L. and l.L 2012 

J.M. and A.M. 2010 

J.M. and A.M. 2011 

J.M. and A.M. 2012 

II 

UEE; Medical $ 24,307 
Expenses; 
Sale of 
Business 
Property; 
Expenses on 
Schedule E 

IJEE; no $ 12,H72 
corporate 
return 

UEE; $ 13,856 
Corporation 
Losses- no 
corporate 
return 

UEE; $ 9,016 
Corporation 
Losses- no 
corporate 
return 

UEE; $ 11,266 
Overstated 
Mortgage 
Intere!;t; 
Business Loss 
on Schedule 
C; Business 
Use of Home; 
Form 4684, 
IJusiness and 
lncomc, for 
"Private 
investor 
Loan" 

UEE; Rental $ 19,138 
Losses; Loss 
on Sale of 
Vehicle 

UEE; Medical $ 11,879 
Expenses; 
Expenses for 
Business Usc 
ofi-Iome; 
Corporate 
Losses- no 
corporate 
return 
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I 
THIRTY-ONE 4115i20ll U.S. and S.S. 2010 UEE; Medical $ 8,348 

0 Expenses; • 
Ovcrslali::J 

3 . Mortgage 
Interest; 

4 Business 

5 
Expenses on 
Schedule C; 
Incorrect 

6 
• 

Expemes on 
• Schedule E • 

7 
THIRTY-TWO 411512012 G.S. and S.S. 201 l UEE; $ 7,723 

8 Depreciation 

9 
Expenses for 
Rental . • 

10 THIRTY-THliliE 
. 

411512013 G.S. and S.S. • 2012 UEE; Medical $ 15,023 

II 
Expense.s; 
Corporate 
Loss- No 

12 Corporate 
Return 

lJ 

14 All in viol•tion ofTitle 26. United States Code, Section 7206(2). 

15 COUNT THIRTY-FOUR: [26 U.S.C. § 72l2(a) ... Corruptly Interfering With Administration of 

16 
Internal Revenue Laws] 

17 The UranU Jury further \.:barges: 

18 MARIE E. SHERRILL, 

19 defendant herein, as fOllows: 

20 31. Paragraphs l tluough 7, ami paragraphs 28 through 30. above, are fully incmvornted by 

21 rcfcrem:c as though fully set forth herein. 

22 32. MARIE E. SHERRILL gained the rru~t of her tax clients and persuaded them to give her 

23 power of attorney (POA) to handle !heir Ia.\ matters, assuring such clients she would handle any 

24 interactions concerning the taxes with the IRS. However, },~1ARlE E. SHERRILL failed to engage the 

25 IRS Revenue Agents on behalf of her clients nnd ignorl--xi1RS requests fOr documents during audits of 

2G her client,. When fRS began to audit some of MARIE E. SHERRILL's dients, ~1ARfE E. SHERRfLL 

27 interfered with the administration of the Internal Revenue Laws. knowing that she had caused her 

2R clients' tnx returns to list expenses and other information they could not substanliate. and ensured the 

;\1AKIE E, SHERRILL INDICTMENT 12 



Case 1:15-cr-00130-AWI-BAM   Document 1   Filed 05/07/15   Page 13 of 14

taxJX:'yers had limited contact with the IRS cmployJ:cs. MARrE E. SHERRH,L put forth only minimal 

2 effons to assist the IRS employees with the audit process:, resulting in the taxpayers hnving ,;everal items 

3 : on their tax remms disallowed and causing the taxpayers to owe additional tax. 
' 

4 " .u. Throughout the audit process, MARIE E. SHERRTTJ. would tell her dicnts that she was 

5 taking care of the IRS issues, that she bad ;,;upies of their corporate tax returns which she had timely 

6 filed wirh IRS, or that she was attempting to work with the IRS on the taxpayers' behalf, while falsely 

7 telling her tnx clients it was the IRS employee who wuuld not cooperate. 

8 34. On or about Decem her 30, 2013, MARJE E. SHERRILL was intonned that she ""•s 
9 expelled from the E-FHe program and her EFTN had been revokcd 1 all hough :>he was permitted to tile 

10 paper returns. Thereafter, between on or ahout January 6, 2014 and April 14, 2014, MARIE E. 

ll SHERRILL filed at Jeast l i 9 individual and corporate tax returns via e-iiting using the EFfN of another 

12 person !rom ou"ide the State of California. MARJE E. SHERRILL u>ed another person·, l'FfN io 

13 fiHng the returns to conceal from the IRS that she was e~tHing returns, despite having been expelled 

14 from the E~Filc program. 

15 35 Bcgitming on :a dale unknown but no lnter than in or about January 2010, and ;,;onlinuing 

I 6 through in or about April 2014, in the State and Eastern District of California, defendant did corruptly 

17 endeavor to obstruct and impede the due adminh>tration of the Tntemal Revenue Laws. 

18 • All in violation of Title 26, United Stales Cede. Section 7212(a). 

19 FORfElTUR.EALLEGATION: 

20 

[181J.S.C. §§ 98l{n)(l )(C), 982(a)(l), ancl28 IJ.S.C. § 2461(c)
Criminal ForfClture] 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

37. Upon conviction of one or more of the offense::> "'lleged in Count;:; One through Eight of 

this Indictment, clelendant MARIE E. SHERRILL shall torfeit to the United States, pursuant to Title 18, 

United States Code, Section 981 (a)( I )(C) and Title 28, United Stntcs Code, Secti<Jn 2461(c), any 

properly 1 real or personal, which cun::>titutes or is derived from proceeds traceable to such violations, 

including, but not limited to; 

n.. Approxirnntely $6,65&.92 in U.S. Currency seized from \Veils fargo Bl'lnk Account 

Number 8328019032 held in the name ofPaypa Trail Entertainment LLC, 

b. Approximately $120,772.00 in U.S. Currency, and 
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I C. Approximntely $21,770.00 in U.S. Currency. 

2 38. Cpon cunvictiun oflhe offense alleged in Count Nine through Twelvt: of this Iru.lkLmenl, 

3 ddendant MARJE E. ~HERR1LL shall f01leit to the United States, pursuant to Title I 8, United States 

4 Code, Section 982(a)(l), any property, real or pcrsonRl, which is involved in such violation or traceable 

5 to such property, including, but not limited to: 

6 

7 

a. Approxlma!cly $6.65B.92 in U.S. Currency seized from Wells Fargo Bank Account 

Number ~32&019032 held in the name of Paypa Trail EntcrtaiiUncnt LLC, 

8 b. Approximately $120,772.00 in U.S. Currency, and 

9 c. Approximately $21,770.00 in U.S. Currency. 

10 39. If any of the property dcscritxxJ above, as a result of any net or omission of the 

I I defendants: 

12 

\3 

14 

15 

16 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

cannot be located upon the exercise of due diligence; 

has been lnmsfcrrcd or sold to, or deposited with, a third party; 

hus been placed beyond the jurisdiction of the court; 

has been subst:mtiaUy diminished in value; or 

has been commingkd with olh~r property which cwmot be tlividcd ...,ithout difficulty, 

17 the United States of America shall be emitled to fotlCiturc of any other property of the defendants, up to 

18 the value of the property subject lu 10rl!:iture, including but not limited to a personal forfeiture money 

19 judgment., pursuant to Title 21, United States Code, Section 853(p), as incorporated by Title 18, United 

20 States Code) Section 9S2(h)( 1 ), ond Title 28, United States Code, Section 2461(c) forfeiture. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 By: 

27 

28 

flENJA\11N n. WAGNER 
United States i\ttomey 

Mark E. Cullers, 
MARK K CULLERS 
Assistant U.S, Attorney 
Chlel: Fresno Onicc 

MARIE£ SHERRJLL l!\UII;TM!::::t··rr 

A TRUE BILL 

/SI Signa!ure an ftle W/NJSA 
FOREPERSON 
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