
Oftie of the Attornep General
Washington, B. C. 20530

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL EXECUTIVEDEPARTN
FROM: THE ATTORNEY GENERAL,

SUBJECT: FederalLawProtectionsforReligiousLiberty

On October 17, 2017, the Attormey General of the United States issued a memorandum
regarding the proper interpretation of federal statutory and constitutional protections for religious
liberty. SeeMemorandum for All Executive Departments andAgencies, Federal Law Protections
for Religious Liberty (Oct. 6, 2017). In the nine years since, the Supreme Court has issued
opinions that further define federal protections for religious liberty. Considering those decisions,
and thecontimuedneed to provide direction to federal agencies on how to protect religious liberty,
I am updating and reissuing that memorandum and its appendix to provide guidance to all
administrative agencies and executive departments in the proper cxecution of federal law.

PrinciplesofReligiousLiberty

Rcligious liberty is a foundational principle of our nation. As James Madison once
observcd, the freeexercise of religion "is in its nature an unalienable right" because the duty owed
to one's Creator "is precedent, both in order of time and in degree of obligation, to the claims of
Civil Society." Similarly, George Washington proclaimed, in a 1790 letter to the Jewish
community in Newport, Rhode Island, that in the United States, "aļll possess alike liberty of
conscience and immunities of citizenship" and that "it is now no more that toleration is spoken of,
as if it was by the indulgence of oneclass of people, that anotherenjoyed theexercise of their
inherent natural rights."2

Over two centuries later, President Donald Trump, marking the 850th Anniversary of the
Martyrdom of Saint Thomas Becket in 2020, rcaffimed this commitment: "As Americans, we
were first united by our belief that 'rebellion to tyrants is obedience to God' and that defending
liberty is more important than lifc itself. If we are to continue to be the land of the free, no
government official, no govemor, no bureaucrat, no judge, and no legislator must be allowed to
decree what is orthodox in matters of religion or to require religious believers to violate their
consciences. No right is more fundamental to a peaceful, prosperous, and virtuous society than
the right to follow one's religious convictions."

James Madison, Memorial and Remonstrance Aga inst Religious Assessments (June 20, 1785), in 5 The Founders"
Constitution 82 (Philip B. Kurland & Ralph Lemer eds, 1987).
2SeeGeorge Washington, Letter to Newport Hebrew Congregation (Aug 18, 1790), in 6 Papers of George
Washington 285 (Mak A, Mastromarino cd., 1996).
Proclamation No. 10129, 86Fed.Reg.2 15 (Jan. 4,2021).






















































