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discloses that claimants’ mother, Meri Petraq Foti Miteziu, was to inherit a one-

quarter share of the property claimed for herein.   

The claimants’ contention is that the naming of their mother in the will in 

1945 created an effective present ownership interest in the property in her favor, 

which was then confiscated by the Albanian Communist regime, thereby giving 

rise to a compensable claim under the Settlement Agreement, since she was a 

national of the United States at all times from her birth in 1921 until her death in 

2008.  However, it is a well-known maxim of the law that “no one is an heir of the 

living.”  As such, Mr. Mitezi’s act of signing his will did not in itself have any 

legal effect but rather created only a contingent future interest in claimants’ 

mother’s favor that became effective on the date of Mr. Mitezi’s death, which is 

said to have occurred in 1957.  Accordingly, it appears from the evidence before 

the Commission that the property in question was in fact owned by Mr. Mitezi at 

the time of its confiscation in 1945, and there is no indication that Mr. Mitezi ever 

held United States nationality. 

The ICSA mandates that the Commission decide claims in accordance 

with, inter alia, “[t]he applicable principles of international law.”  ICSA section 

4(a)(2), 22 U.S.C. 1623(a)(2).   It is a well-established principle of the law of 

international claims that a claim may be found compensable only if it was owned 

by a United States national at the time the claim arose.  See, e.g., Claim of 

EUGENIA D. STUPNIKOV against Yugoslavia, Claim No. Y-2-0071, Decision 

No. Y-2-0003 (1967); Claim of ILONA CZIKE against Hungary, Claim No. 

HUNG-2-0784, Decision No. HUNG-2-191 (1976); Claim of JOSEPH REISS 








