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been a . . very meticulous t r i a l .  Its been a case in which 

the  S t a t e  of North Carolina has paraded before you a l o t  

of people; a case in which t h c  State of North Carolina has 

paraded before you a l o t  of e x h i b f t s ,  many of them In the 

nature of p i c t u r e s .  But when you break it a l l  down, and 

when you get  down t o  the n i t t g  gritty, and when you ~ e t  

dorm t o  t h e  s k e l t o n  of t h e  S t a t e 1  s case, when you look under 

the f o r t y  witnesses, and when you look under t h e  ninety 

odd exh lb l ts ,  the only t h i n g  you f i n d  1s a man by t h e  name 

of Allen Ray H a l l .  That i s  what the  S t a t e ' s  case 1 s  all 

about, ladies and gentlemen. 

HP. Becton told you about Allen Hall. I'm go in^ 

to, in an effort not t o  bore you because, as I said, you 

have been here f o r  some time, but we have an obligation, and 

I want t o  say a word about t h z t .  We have an  obligation to 

represent our c l i e n t s  to the best of our a b i l i t y .  We have 

made an effort d u r i n g  t h e  past five weeks to do j u s t  that. 

You have an obli,qation, ladies and gentlemen of 

the jury,  to s l t  here and t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  evfdence and to 

find ,the facts, and I am confident t h a t  you w i l l  do t h a t  

to t h e  b e s t  of your ability. 

Each of us here in this t r l a l  has a specific role 



t o  His Honor has an obligation t o  preside,  t o  be  

Impartial in the t r i a l  of the cas'e. The Sta te  of North 

Carollna has an obligation, and as I said, t h e  defense 

lawyers have an abl2~atlon. 

Now Mr. Eecton nentloned the f ac t  that  much of 

t h e  testimony of the witness-in-chief,  and I say the witness -  

In-chief 2s Allen FIall. Then the witness-in-chief would be 

Allen Ball, the witnesses-in-chief would be Allen Hall, 

Jerome Mitchell and Eric Junius. Those are the people that 

you have heard here durlng your s t a y .  And no doubt a l l  of 

you will remember, as the witnesses t e s t i f i e d ,  and no doubt 

you will recall t ha t  during t h e  testimony of the witnesses 

there  were numerous contradictions, some of whfch have been 

pointed out t o  you b u t  I thlnk the one  thin^ t h a t  you will 

probably remember about these witnesses I s  t h a t  on many 

occasions when they were testify in^ t h e y  tended to say t h e  

same th ings  in the same !~ord ,  in the same manner. 

And, of course, thnt may raise a ques t ion  in your 

mind, as it did in mine, a s  to whetlier or not, in fact, the 

witnesses were pla.ying roles or readlnp, from a s cr ip t  poosl-  

bly. Many of you rni,qht have heard about a man named C l i f f o r d  

Irving who wrote a book. He was an a u t t ~ o r .  It turned out 



. .. 
: . t h a t  what Fir. Irving wrote was f l c t i t l o u s  although It was 

portrayed to t h e  people as the * t r u t h .  But he was dis- 

covered. IIe was found out. f wonder, as we listen to 

some of the testimony here, whether or not w e  have 

had someone writing a script  f o r  Allen Ray Hall. 

. 
As Mr. Becton said to you again, and you xi11 

no doitbt recall, the ~ t a t e ' o f  North Carollna th rouqh  its 

many agents ,  t h e  entire Wilrnlnqton ;)olice force ,  the  e n t l r e  

Wilmingtan f i r e  department,hzd onarecord no doubt as early 

as February 8 ,  1971, all of the evidence that they brought 
*. 

t o  you here in this t r i a l ,  a l l  of it. 

The State of North Carolina talked to many of the 

witnesses back In February, 1971, in this case. 

Let me back u: and s ta r t  a t  what I consider the 

beginning of t h i s  c a s e ,  the beginninz of the f a n t a s y .  

During early February of 1971 some s t u d e n t s  at 

the high schools  In Wilninqton, Xorth Carolina, had what 

they considered some grievances, some problems, some t h i n c s  

that they wanted t o  point  out to t h e  school adrninlstration 

as being wrong In the schools. And they sought t o  do some- 

t h i n g  about t hose  qrievtmces, those problems. In my mind 

t h a t  I s  where we start. 



. - .  . - .  
, ... 

Thereafter these same students  had meetings. There  

has been testimony to t h a t  cffect.  They met w i t h  Mr. 

Bellamy, I believe the Superintendent of Schools in Uilning- 

ton, North Carollna. They met w i t h  him at the church you 

have heard so much about .  You have see the picture of it. 

That church was Gregory Consretional Church. The pastor 

of that  church at that tine was Rev. Eugene Templeton, and 

he was gracious enough t o  allow these students to m e e t  at 

his church. How that was the reason that they were meeting 

there at that time, as I s a i d .  They met there t o  talk about 

these grievances, t o  decide a course o f  action, t o  decide 

what they could do to a l l ev ia te  t h e  problem t h a t  t h e y  saw 

in the school system. And I submit to you, ladies and 

gentlemen of the J u r y ,  that we l i v e  i n  an age now where 

people don't sit by if they see something Jvrong be they 

66 years of age or be t h e y  6. Y o u n ~  people nowadays feel 

an obligation to speak out when they see t h i n ~ r ,  jroinq wrong 

in their opinions,and everyone has a r i zh t  to his opin lon .  

They had a r i ~ h t  t o  t h e i r  opinion. So they 'spoke 

out, and they said to ilr. Bellamy and to the other people, 

"We see some problcno in these schools. We'd l i k e  to have 

~omcthing done about it." 



They began to have meetings outside of the . . school, 

and they went to Gregory Church. What happened when they 

got down to Grecory Church? You heard the test imony. Some 

people in the community got mad about that. They got up- . 
set  about it, and they started making phone calls to the 

church, and they started threatening the church. 

And a t  t h a t  po in t  t h e  s tudents  had to make another 

decision and t h a t  decision was "Do we give up what we feel 

I .  

is right and go home with  our heads hanging down and say t h a t  

somebody ran us out w i t h  a threat, or do we stand on what we 

a- f e e l  i s  so l id  ground? Do we stand on what we feel I s  pr in -  

clpal and do we stand on what we feel is right?" 

And I submit to you, lad ies  and gentlemen, that 

they made a decision to stand at t h e  church door, to stand 

on what they f e l t  was right, 

And I submit further t h a t  they had a r ight  to do 

t h a t .  They had a r i g h t  to stand at that church. They had 

been invited over there. So t hey  stayed. 

But that wasn't all because you have heard t ist i -  

mony that t he re  was, in fact, sniping at t h e  church a f te r  

tha t  time. And I t 3  sor t  of like if somebody comes around 

to your house and starts snlpln~ at your house. You don't 



have any obl igat ion t o  leave home. You can stand your 

ground, and you can defend yourselves w i t h  whatever it 

takes. And T submit to you, l ad i e s  and ~ e n t l e m e n ,  that 

althduqh all of us are against violence as a rl:zrls for 

accomplishing an end - I t h i n k  all of us believe in r i g 3 t  

of self-defense. 

I think ?~b2sl!ZPrlt  Nixon would say that he is 

against violence, but he believes the Vietnanese people  
* 

had a right  to stand their ground. So we are in Vietnam 

fighting a war. 

Now we have a situation here where the people a re  in 

t he  church and somebody wants them ou t .  Sornebodsr is mad 

w i t h  them and they got some grievances, and t h e y  feel l i k e  

they are r i g h t  and what happens? Some people s t a r t  shoot-. 

I n g  a t  the churc l~ .  

Now a lot of people in t h e  community in Yilmincton, 

Xorth  Carolina, just like a lot of people in o t h e r  places, 

didn't like the idea of what was going on down at t h e  church. 

And they read about t h e  shooting, some burning, and they 

jumped to some conclusions, and t h e y  were upset, and no 

doubt they star ted t o  c a l l  t h e  people on the telephone and 

complaining and so you know in the c las s i c  sense we might 



C.. 
say that  Wilmlngton had a problem. 

But f am willin~ t o  say t o  you that Wilminzton 

. . had a problem before February 5 and 6, 1971. Wllmington 

is going to have a problem a f t e r  February 5 and 6, 1971, 
w w 

because i t s  been or going t o  be n long t i m e  before people 

learn t o  live together. But we have got to do it at some 

stage. But  it 1s not ~ o i n g  to happen overnight .  

I am willing t o  subnit  t o  you t h a t  the mere f ac t  

that some students from New TIanover High School and what- 

ever o t h e r  h i ~ h  school is  down there decided to stand on 

their ground, on ; E;'oly ground you micbt say; that the 

mere fact t h a t  they made t h a t  decls ion  was not because of 

any problems that Wilminqton might have thought t h e y  had 

or may have bad because I submit the p r o b l e ~ s  were there  

-.., before. So l e t ' s  n o t  blame people because they p o i n t e d  

out a problem. Let's pralse them f o r  hav inz  the courage 

to do so. 

. Now I want to pause here f o r  a minute,  l ad i e s  and 

. . gentlemen. I want t o  read something t o  you from one of the  

bllls of  indictment t h a t  charges t h e  defendants,  nine of 

whom f am speaking for. T h i s  blll of indictment is dated 

. May 22, 1972. It is signed by P,llcn Cobb, S o l i c i t o r ,  and 



It reads in part "The Grand Jurors for the S t a t e ,  upon 

t h e i r  ca th ,  present that Reginald. Epps, late of t he  County 

of New Hanover, on t h e  5th and 6th of February, 1371, did 

with other persons named, unlawfully, wilfully and felonfous- 

ly assault law enforcement officers of the C i t y  of  Wil- 

mington Police Department and firemen of the City of ! q i l -  

E mington F i r e  Department, serving as emergency personnel, 

with and through the use of dangerous weapons, to wit: 

i % 

firearms In the area" and l i s t e n  to t h i s  "in the  area of 302 

- Scuth -. Six th  Street in Wilrni ngton, North Carolina, which 

was withln t h e  immediate vicinity of an imminent riot." 

So in that particular bill of indictment the S t a t e  

i .  of North Carolina is charging that the nine de fendants  did 

on this d a t e  assault  ernerflency personnel i n  the area of 302 

South Sixth  Street i : ~  Wilmington, North Carolina. Nothing 
,-; 

more. Nothing less .  
! .  

T h e r e  is another  indictment t h a t  is dated the same 

date  signed by Mr. Cobb that reads in pertinent part that 

reads "did wilfully, unlawfully, feloniously d a m a ~ e  and burn 
I 

the personal and real property owned and occupied by Fir. 
I 

Mike Pouloe, to wit, Fl ike i s  Grocery Store buildlnp; and con- I 

I 

tents  thereof, located at 302 South Sixth Street I n  Wilrn ln~ton ,  I 
I 



North Carolina, by the use of firebombs," et cetera. 

302 South S i x t h  Street. 

So then the State  of Morth Carolina has placed  

on t r i a l  here before you t e n  people and has charged them 

w i t h  two offenses, one, of which is, and I j u s t  read it to 

you, conspiracy to assault emergency personnel. The other 

of which is the unlawful  burning of Mike's Grocery S t o r e  

located at  302 South S i x t h  Street .  

1. Now I ask you, l ad ies  and gentlemen, was It t hen  

.. t h a t  all of this other  widence,  if you call it that, uhat is 
f I 

It that  it has to do w i t h  those two charqes? And I want you 

to remember t h a t  as t h e  S t a t e  of North Carolina gets up t o  

talk to you a f t e r  we f i n i s h .  And t h e y  are going to be tell- 

i n g  you about a lot of thlngs,a lot of the firemen and pol ice-  

men and other  p e o p l e  who are connected with these charges 

, came in and told you about. And we are not p o i n ~  to have 

an opportunity to ~ c t  up and rebut what t h e y  s a g ,  but  you 

can b e l i e v e  they are going to do a good job of t r y i n 3  t o  

rebut what we have to say. That  is t h e i r  r i g h t .  T h a t  I s  

their pr iv i l ege .  I am not c r i t i c i z i n g  then for that. I 

' am saylnp; t o  you that  will be the situation. 

You know lawyers learn a lot of t h f n e s .  I am c++. ' . .  



. .. 

sure Mr. Stroud learned sometime aeo when you don't r e a l l y  

have a s t r o n ~  case you can do a l o t  of things, one of which 

is you can t r y  somethinq else. You can try t h e  weekend of 

February 6 ,  1971, and you can t r y  everythin% t h a t  happened 

In t h e  City of Wilrnington, North Ca ro l ina ,  and maybe by 

doing t h a t  and maybe by presenting all of these e v e n t s  t h a t  

have been presented t o  yqu here,  many of which we m i ~ h t  say 

have no re levancy  Lo t h e  c h a r ~ e s  I have j u s t  read to you. 

Maybe by doing-that  the State  of North Carolina would have 

you t o  be l i eve  that you have an obligation to convict these 

defendants  because a l l  of these events nay have happened 
. 

or some of them may have happened. 

And you recall, ladies and gen t l enen ,  when Allen 

Hall was on the witness s t and  t e s t i f y i n g  and every ixe he 1 
would say t h a t  some of t h e  defendants or he shot at or into 

a car,  he would place in t h a t  car  a lady and a l i t t l e  child. 

Recall if you w i l l  t h e  evidence about tha t .  And he would 

say that somebody shot i n t o  the car, and he would say there  

was a l a d y  and a l i t t l e  baby i n  the car. So then you are 

supposed to assume tha t  these are 5ad guys who would go ou t  

shooting cars wlth ladies.and l i t t l e  babies  i n  then, and 

you are supposed t o  be infuriated a t  t h e s e  defendants as a 



result of that, and you are supposed to go out In the jury- 

room and convict them of some o the r  crime w i t h  which they 

are c h a r ~ e d  based on that kind of evidence. 

But f submit t o  you very humbly, l ad ies  and 
, . 

gentlemen, that His Honor will charze you about and in 

b .  
I regard to t ha t  evidence.' And he will charge you that you 
I 

are to consider on ly  so much of it a s  may corroborate what 

Allen Hall had to say or what Jerome Kitchell had t o  say 

or what Eric Junfus, had to say. 

 ow:'^ am sure you have decided by now that we are 

going to present  four arguments f o r  t h e  nine defendants ,  and . 
I will make an effort not  to overly burden you w i t h  things 

t h a t  we don't consider relevant. But as I said before, we 

w i l l  try to f u l l f i l l  our oblipation to represent these younc 

mzn to the best of o u r  a b i l i t y  and a r ~ u i n c  our con ten t ions  

of t h e  evidence to you is a p a r t  of t ha t  responsibility. 

I said to you earlier t ha t  the State's case when 

you break it down and when you remove the s u r p l u s a ~ e  and 

when you look at the c a s e ,  you get  to Allen Hall, and you 

get t o  Jerome :ditchell ,  and you ~ e t  t o  Eric Junius. Well 

we ought to say a few t h l n ~ s  about those people.  

I ' d  like to t a l k  nbout Wr. Junius very b r i e f l y .  

s *  - 



You yecall he t e s t i f i ed  before you yesterday. And I say 

t h i s  young man appeared to be a smart youric man, lrh:i.ch i s  

in the ways of the State at &st. He said he made D 1 s  

and C's  and B f s  in achool. But he i s  t h i r t e e n  years of 

age and he has been around the C i t y  of Wilmineton. He 

grew up wlth his grandmother. fiet s known Mr. Erown. lie 

knows a few other p o l i c e  officers and he I s  aware, havinq 

been In t r a i n l n e  school for e leven  ~r..znths as he t e s t i f i e d ,  

he is aware that pol ice  officers had a l o t  of power and 

t h e y  can effect him one way o r  t h e  o t h e r  If they so  choose. 

So I submit to you t h a t  he wasn't exac t ly  innocent . 
when he came in here y e s t e r d a y ,  took the witness stand and 

t e s t i f i e d  as t o  what happened; told you that he went to his 

doctor the third of last  month; told you that h e  sees h i s  

doctor  once a month for something he doesn't know what it 

is. 

We remembers what Ann Shephard in 1971, F e b r u a r y  

6,  he says, b u t  he doesn't ~ 'ezen te?  t h c  n32mc of hi: e o c t o r  

nor the  kind of doctor he  is,  b u t  he would have you b e l i e v e  

t h a t  he 13 going to that doctor t o  have h i s  arm treated, and 

he would have you b e l i e v e  t h a t  he is q u a l i f i e d  to :lay 

football  and basketball, and does, in fact, p l a y  on an 



organized, team of football .  But yet  he Foes to the doctor 

once a month for h i s  arm. 

He robbed the paper man, he s a i d ,  with a knife  

:so long. He 1s charged with  armed robbery, and he admits 

that he sometimes will l i e  t o  h e l p  h i m s e l f  out of  a s i t -  

uation tha t  he may be in. That fs one of the State's 

witnesses. 
Q 

H e  t e s t i f i e d  i n  addi t ion  that he had on several 

occasions been -in the company of one Allen Ray Hall. They 

had looked at pictures together of the defendants,  He 

testified t h a t  t h e  State of North Carolina came down to 

see h i m  i n  Rocky Mount, but t h i s  was during the t ine  t h a t  

when he knew he was goinz to get  out of t r a i n i n g  school 

anyhow. So it really didn't m k e  any di f fe rence  about hi3 

corning down to see him, 

1 submit  t h a t  he also knew t h a t  he could  go back 

to trainln~ school .  Re knows it rleht now. He knew it 

y e s t e r d a y  when he t e s t i f i e d .  So l e t ' s  consider what he 

had to say in tha t  l i g h t .  

Qoing back to the witness-in-chief for t h e  State 

around whom f submit  t o  you t h l s  case rises or f a l l s ,  and 

t h a t  I s  Mr. Iiall. And ~ o i n g  back to what I had t o  say about 



0- 
the s i t u a t i o n  that e x i s t e d  i n  !'ilmin~ton, many of you as 

'% 

a m a t t e r  of fact ,  lad ies  and gentlemen, I submit when you 

. were being chosen t o  sit on this case, you recalled l ~ a v i n ~  

. read about t h i s  case 5n the ncvspaper. Raybe you t a k e  t h e  

Wilminqton papers, 5a;ne of you, I recall, said t!lat you 

had some opinion about these defendants,  a t  least Rev. 

Chzvis, but you said you could,  i n  f a c t ,  put t hose  opikiZons 

out of your nind, and they  would not ;  i n  f ac t ,  z f f e c t  the 

way you considered t h i s  case. X am g o l n ~  t o  c a l l  on you 

now I n  behalf  of these defendants ta keep t 5 a t  promise. 

But no doubt many people in t h e  conmunity down 

In Wilmlngton were somewhat outraqed at what went on down 

t he re  on February 5 or February  6, and they didn't know 

who may have been respons ib le ,  if anyone. Xr. Stroud can1 t 

know who may have been responsible, if anyone, and I: sub- 

m i t  na one knew r u h o  w a s ,  in f ac t ,  responsible. 

But nonetheless w i t h  all of t2te p o l i c e  reports 

and with t h e  r e p o r t s  of the f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a lonz  cones 

a man named Allen Hall who was in jail on t x o  charges. And 

T a w .  Hall has bcen t 3 l n k i n c  every s ince  he ~ o t  In jail, he 

said. Rut he has been j u s t  t l i l n k i n ~ ,  and I sub3it he has 

bcen t h i n k i n ?  of a wag t o  get out of ja1.l. And f l n a l l y  



he got an opportunity t o  t a l k  t o  either Mr. Stroud OF M r .  

Brown cr t o  someone from t h e  Wllrnington Po l i ce  Department, 

and he rea l i zed  t h a t  t h i s  may be a golden opportunity f o r  

him t o  get out of Jail. And so he became the mlsslng link 

In the c!lain because i f  you take what Allen H a l l  says. I 

submit  the S t a t e  has no case and therefore he is a very 

v i t a l  link in t h e  chain. He had already s ta ted  that he 

could not do twelve years. He had been thfnking how t o  get 

around t h a t .  

Now Hall decided to give the State, the p o l i c e ,  

detectives some statements about Rev. Ben Chavis first. And 

you know for some reason the State of North Carolina has had 

some problems in acceptlng the fact that this man is a 

reverend. You no doubt r e c a l l  t h a t  some of t h e  questions 

asked by the State tr:is man who wears a c l e r i c a l  collar, 

t h i s  man who c a l l s  himself a reverend. Well I don't recall 

that  those questions w e r e  raised about any  other reverend 

who t e s t i f i e d  who came into t h i s  t r i a l .  Bit be that as it 

may I@. Hall gave the State of North ' caro lha  a statement  

and it so happened t h a t  somewhere down t h e  line we cot a 

copy of tha t  statement, and when Mr. Mall took the witness 

stand, and we confronted him with h i s  own s ta tement ,  one 



tha t  he had slgned. 

-. And there was a second statement Mr. Hall had 

. - signed. We confronted him with t h a t .  And you no doubt 
. '  .. . .C 

. . recall t h a t  he beqan to squirm a little b i t  in hls chair, 

and he began t o  look at Mr. Straud. And a t  one point when 

r i  , - - .  i he got back completely Into a corner around t h e  l i e  he had 
i 

told he came off the witness stand, and he ran around kzre 

to jump at one of the counsel, Mr. Per~uson. But t h l s  is 
'+ . 
f '  ' . . -. J 

. . 
the same man who decided t o  come back and tell t h e  truth. 

He owed Wilmington something he said. He owed society  soae- 
i 

thing he said.  That is why he was back, 

And t h i s  1s the same man, same righteous man who 

was out there  t r y i n g  to p r o t e c t  the children at t h e  church 

and to prevent the women in the cars going by t h e  s t ree t  

from ge t t i ng  shot .  This I s  the same man, but t h i s  I s  also 

the same man who charged off the witness stand, and many \ 

of you, no doubt, w i l l  forever remember t h a t  moment in your 

l i v e s ,  And t h i s  is the same man who wrote a th rea ten ing  

. letter ' that you all read, and t h l s  i n  tho same man around 

whom and around whose testimony the State's case is based 

because if you take what t h i s  man says t h e n  you do no t  

have a case because he has got to, as Mr. Becton s a i d ,  he's 
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c' 
got t o  shadow Rev. Ben Chavis. 

. L 1  

- He's cot to be with him wherever he goes be- 

cause hews got to see whatever he does because he's got 

t o  get  on the witness stand and tell it, because that is 

the only way you can convict thls man. So he comes over 

to t h e  church on Friday afternoon the flrst t i m e  he has 

m e t  Rev. Chavis, but for good measure he says he had seen 
P 

him at sonetine back in February or f anuary, b u t  he didn't 

meet him. 

So he'comes over to see who t h l s  man is, and Mr. 

Becton went through t h i s ,  and he told you about it, but let 

me momentarily reiterate what he said on the witness stand. 

He said, "I walked up, and I asked where was Ben 

Chavfs. And somebody told me he was over in the parsona.se. 

So f went over t he re  t o  see him. And f o r  some reason he 

was bu.sy at that t i m e ,  and I couldn't see him. So I had 

to go around to my cousin's house, and I started around to 

my cc:tslnqs house, but on the way to my  cousin:'^ house I 

m e t  somebody on the s t r ee t ,  the name I don't reca l l .  I 

don't have it before me, and T stopped to rap with her 

. for a w h i l e ,  and then I realized I didn't have time to go 

to my cousin's house where I had started. So I turned 
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around and went back t o  t h e  church." 

Now as far as I know as far  as h i s  testimony 

goes t h i s  was the first t l m e  t h a t  he had been at t h e  church, 

and as far as  T know at t h a t  po in t  he had not said that he 

had any specif ic  responslbillties t o  carry out .  But he had 

to r u s h  back t o  t h e  church a t  tha t  t i n e  without getting t o  

h i s  01-iginal dest inat ion.  

So he rushed on back at  t ha t  t i m e ,  and a s  he has 

test i f ied he heard about the  Chicago strategy. Rev. Chavis 

. told h i m  about it. This was their first meeting.. He t o l d  

him how It a l l  went, and you heard it. And then he went on 

around with Rev. Chavis and the others on Oleander Drive 

down to F i e l d s  place, and they are riding in a whlte wazon. 

You have seen t h e  p i c tu r e s  of t h e  white rrzgon. 

But you never saw the driver of the white wagJn. The a l l e~ed-  

driver. You saw a l a d y  at the store who s a y s  that she ~ a i 4  

Johnny Robinson buying same b u l l e t s ,  and it was so Important 

t o  her  that s h e  thought  she cu;r,l:t to c a l l  and l e t  h i s  boss  

man know t h a t  h i s  employee was out buy in^ some bullets-, and 

she had j u s t  happe-ned to have met t h i s  man a few weeks be- 

fore t h a t  in the street, and I subnit she  didn't know his 

name at tha t  time, but  she remembered it. She saw the 
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wagon, and she  called out  t o  t h e  ch inch i l la  farm and t o l d  

'. ' ., his b o ~ s  about it. 

But you can be l i eve  t h a t ,  ladies and ~entlemen, 

but you ought to also believe her when she said t!mt she 

C.. I!.. 

looked inside the IrJaTon, and there was nobody i n  there. And 

you aught t o  compare t h a t  t o  t h e  testimony of Al len  Ray Hall 

because he said when they ~ o t  out to qo in and g e t  the 

bul l e t s  the Rev. Chavis, Jim  rant and another dude were 

s i t t i n g  In the  wagon w i t h  the motor running. Remembered t o  

take off as If they were robbing t h e  bank. So you'd have 

an obvious conflict i n  the States own evfdence. 

And I submit that i s  one of many t h a t  you recall 

in the States ovm evidence. But nonetheless 3r. Hall comes 

on back. He i s  stopping t o  buy some gas, and Ben Chavis 

pays f o r  it accordiiig to h i s  test imony. And they come on 

back t o  the church,  and t h i s  is on Friday n i g h t ,  and re- 
tha t  

mernber/this is the n i s h t  before they a l l e g e d l y  corr,.nit?..2d 

the crime of burning Mfkel s Grocery. 

But we are telling you a l l  about Frlday n l q h t .  

The witnesses that are produced by the Etate over which we 

have no control ,  and when they  came back to the church and 

that was sometime after that they went clown t o  Fifth and 



Nun to qet  a whtte man out of a house who had cursed, I 

'don't remember the facts about that, whether be cursed at 

a sister or whether he shot at somebody. 1 do remember 

that Hall said they went down t o  get  this man out of the 

-house, he and Chavis, and others of the defendants. But 
. - 

now they  are not charged with t h a t  remember, but they 

d i d  it anyway, 
. .. 

The State ~roduked witnesses to testify who d i d  

it. So they zo down towards t h i s  houae and that some- 
4 

bodycardesa  firebomb, and they throw it; tha t  it bounces 

off the house. You remember t h e  testimony i n  that regard, 

h d  Allen Hall talks about Saturday when he got 

up early In the  ;:-f;n?Ing and went over to Rev. Templeton's 

house. Rev. C7!av1s was there auafn and a11 of the defendants 

were there, and they were talkinc about  ~ e t t i n g  some money 

t o  get some food.  But by tha t  time Allen f!a11 had run a 

l i t t l e  problem because at one point he s a l d  t h a t  he was 

at his unclet s house on Fridr:y n i ch t  Zr-I.::%ir!r; some Scotch, 

and his aunt took him down t o  get some Kentucky fried 

I chicken. That i n  h i s  statement.  . ... 

. ... 
, . . .  : And then he changed his mind about that and sald, 

"'No, I went to my uncle's house. I didn't buy no l lquor .  
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I d idn ' t  go t o  the liquor store. When I actually went to 

t h e  liquor store was on Saturday morninc, and I bought a 

plnt  of liquor, and I went around t o  my cousin's house on 

Sixth  Street, and w e  consumed that. Some other  people at 

r the house drank part  of i t . " .  . . 

But I haven't get aeen his cousin come In and 

t e s t i f y  anything about that to corroborate Allen H e l l  i n  

that  regard. But I have seen a lot of corroborated evidence, 

so called. _.  I 

_ And then Al len  Hall Later 'on that Saturday morn- 

ing after, as Mr. Becton s a i d ,  after he had now become t h e  

ch- - rlght hand man of Rev. Chavis. He I s  a l ieutenant.  So he 

rides dawn w i t h  Rev. Chavis t b  East Arcadia because there 

is a man down there t h a t  i s  supposed t o  get a truck load 

of guns out of District of Columbia, and I d ~ r 4 ' t  know what 

t h a t  has got t o  do w i t h  'chis case, but t h a t  is what Xr, ]:all 

said they went down there  fo r ,  t o  see this man because he 

s a i d  that Rev, Chavls had hired him, that t h i s  man was a 

good truck driver, and he could get the guns out of t h e  

District of Columbia and bring up to Wilmington, 

And then the:; czme back and t h l s  1s when ;!e says 

In  the statement,  I believe, that he had been messing around 
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Saturday afternoon. And we confronted him with the fact 
. . 
. that he previously stated that he was messing arqund. He 

decided t o  define messing around for you. So.he said he 
. . . + .,. 

. . % .  * , ,. . ,.. was messing around, took some guns from the church, took 

+ :*' b . . *, them down t o  the community center, broke in,just messing . - . . . .  , 
. . . . 

.? .,. . . .  , ,. . . 
, ,  . , 1. ". .? , ; . -. 

' around. . . ; , .-: " . : I . ,'. ij r .  . , . . . . . .  . . , . - .. . . . . _..: .* . . . ,  , . . - .  
;'. .. it- . . . .  

t .., . . , . . . .- 
Then they decided that t h a t  . . . .  . , wasn't a good place 

:.:, . ,; : 7 a . . . . . . . .  . - . . 
. . . . .  . . so they messed around on over to the community hosp i ta l  - ., . . . . .  . -~ . ,  . . ,* .a . ' . . . . . .  . . . ~ - .  . . . . 

- -  + . . . . ... . . . .  , . '. &,. , ; , . - . . . a n d  broke in and he said that '  during t h i s  time when they . ' : , .- . .-. -. ." . ' I .  
. .  . .  , ,  

... - .  . A. 
I . . . , .  . .  . w e r e t a l k i n g  w i t h  the guns s t i c k i n g  down i n  thelr pants 

- , ? 1 I - . . . . - .  . . 
? ' ** 

2 . .; . that Ann Shephard was w i t h  them. She had a gun. She was 

-. . . . . -- j u s t  messing around I suppose. And then they decided to 

. '  come back t o  t h e  church for some reason. ThZs was Saturday 

.'. evening. , . . . 
. , - -  . . 

, , And he came back t o  t h e  church. He said l a t e r  
. . 

. Saturday n ight ,  and there was an i n t e re s t ing  point  that 

. . . , . . .  
- .he testified about, but he remembers specifically t h a t  

Rev. Chavis got a group together t o  go down to Plfth and 
. 

, . 
Nun Street again t o  get this man out of his house down there . . . a .  - .  . , . . . . . . . .  . . \  - , . . .  :.. 

. . . . .  
. . . . . .  ' .  ' - . because he had a .30- -30  r i f l e ,  and he  was shooting. . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . . . , , . . 

. . .  . . . . . .  So Rev. Chavis, Allen Hall, his lieutenant, all 
. .  , 

, . of t h e  defendants go to  F i f t h  and Nun once again. They are 



not charged with that, and t h i s  t i n e  Mr. Hall says that 

there were some barricades at  the corner of S i x t h  and Nun 

Street, but Chili and another man went on down on the l e f t  

aide, and he and Mr. Chavis and some other people came down 

on the r ight  s i d e ,  and they  got about hal f  way down t h e  

street, and he sald t h i s  was around 9 : 3 0 ,  as I recall.And 

after-the man had thrown the firebomb a police car pulled 

up. He said a detective's car. And he sald he recognized 

it as being a detectlvets car because of the helmets t h a t  
, - 

they had. .. 

I t h i n k  it was as this point or some point ear l ier  
' 

@ -- 
.. that he was confronted with his previous sworn testimony, 

at  which t l m e  he had sta ted  under oath  i n  court t h a t  he had 

never got any further than S l x t h  and Nun Street going down 

toward Fifth and Nun; and, as Mr. Becton has adequa te ly  

pointed out,  he began to move the intersection of S i x t h  

and Nun all over the place because Mr. H a l l  has to be tell- 

i n g  t h e  t r u t h ,  because Hall i s  t h e  hub and t h e  sub- 

stance of' the State's case. And if you don1 t b e l i e v e  ~ r .  

Hall then you can't believe t h e  S t a t e s  got a case. If you 

don't believe the States got a case,  you can't convict the 

defendantn. So Mr. Hall can't t e l l  anything wrong on the 
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: stand. . , 

And SO he begins to wiggle and squirm, and as he 

1s confronted w i t h  one contradiction on top of another  con- 

tradiction he becomes a little bit ambipuous, and he i n v e n t s  

an amended. statement, we allege to you, or W e  contend he 

d i d ,  that he I n v e n t s  an amended statement, and we say we 
. - 

don't have s kopy of - that  invented statement that he in -  

- - vented of t h a t  amended statement that he Invented. So we 
r- . * .  

? . . Can't contradict him when he says something that is in t h e  
. , 

amended statement , 

And so every t ime  that we a s k  bin something t ha t  
-:: ,. . . . , . . . . . . . , <  

he said earlier t h a t  contradicts what he is sayinR now, he 
. . 

p u t s  it In the anended statement .  And so he is not telling 

anything wrong on t h e  witness stand. He 1s t e l l i n g  t h e  

. -  . 
truth .  

But Mr. Stroud, !4r. Meticulous Stroud, who doesn't 

miss much, I contend, is how w h l l e  +f he I s  down in Lumberton 

get t ing  a l l  these amendments, 1s how when he I s  down there 

getting the statement rather, he misses all these  thiAgs t h a t  

14r. Hall says that  he t o l d  h i m  about the defendants.  And it 

(s- 

is no concern OP Mr. H a l l  wily t h e  State  didn't put it in 

there because he t o l d  them about it .  And It wasn't h i s  



responsibility to make sure that  they w r o t e  It down even . . 

though he signed his name t o  I t ,  

There are a l o t  of reasons why it wasntt  in there, 

one of which I submit I s  because Allen Hall never sald  I t  

before, But he I s  saying it now, and he doesn't want to 
. . 

be Inconsistent. So he puts it i n  the amended statement. 

And you know one of t h e  men he says was down there  when he 
, - 

gave t h a t  statement was M r .  W. C. Brown. 

A ,  Mr. W. C, Brown has done a l o t  of work in t h i s  

case, I submit ,  but >?r. W, C. Brown never came up to tor- 

, . 

.. . . roborate w n h t  F2. Allen Hall had t o  say about t h e  amended . . * .  
st atment . 

\ 

. - A& I submit to you, l ad i e s  and qentlemen of t h e  

. . jury, that in an e f f o r t  t o  bol s ter  this key witness of the 

State.if, in fact, the State of Worth Carol ina had an amended 
r .. - 

statement as Allen Hall says he gave, then 14r. Brown would 

have been up there w i t h  the  statement.  Don't you know tha t?  

And the State of North Carolina is  going to come along and 

. . t e l l  you that t h e  reason this was an amended statement'was 

'because these were the  Solicitor's notes t h a t  he wrote an 

. , 
the statement. 

And so, ladies and gentlemen, I don't have to qlve 



these defendants my personal notes. And they are going to 

have you believe that. 

But you know I am l i k e  an old fr1end.of mine who 

is a Sol ic i tor .  1 have qot some frfends who are S o l i c i t o r s .  . 

We are not hostile with Mr. Stroud. But an old friend of 

mine who is a S o l i c i t o r  down in Woodland, North Carolina - 
I am sure Nr. Stroud knows him. H i s  name I s  Bill Burgflyn. 

And when !Ir. Brown doesn't come up w i t h  the corrobopatlng 

statement and Mr. Stroud doesnft put him on, he would have 

you believe t h a t  these are his personal notes. But I nub- 

n i t  to you t ha t  there just was not. There hasn't been an 

amended statement. 

Now during the t i m e  t ha t  Allen  Hall stayed on the 

witness s t a n d ,  and I believe he took .= t h e  stand on about t h e  

26th day of September, and he was up there  on direct  exanina- 

t i o n  for approximately three days, from Tuesday u n t i l  Thurs-  

day afternoon, and he had a l o t  to say. 

He Introduced a lot of p i c t u r e s  as to what he had 

seen, and t h e n  he was cross examined, I bel ieve ,  from Thurs- 

day afternoon, Frlday morning and we began on Elonday morn- 

ing, and t ha t  1s when he made the mad dash at counse l  table. 

But I want to  sag to you just one l a s t  t i m e  t h a t  
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I find it very d i f f i c u l t  t o  accept the statement of Allen 

-. . . Hall, and I submit that  you have -some d i f f i c u l t y ,  ladies 

. and gentlemen, accepting t h e  statement of t h i s  man. lie has 

an obvious interest  i n  gett ing out of j a i l .  He has been in . 

I long enough to  know how t h e  system operates. And he is 

making his pitch t o  qet out. B u t  he doesn't want to come 

t o  you looking l i k e  the  criminal that he is .  We wants to 

come to  you lookinq l i k e  a man who i s  the tenant from t h e  

sin of t h e  past, who has decided i n  a new direction in his 

l i fe .  

And so he ge t s  up on the  stand, and he t e l l s  you 

he was shooting above people and below people, He t e l l s  you 

he was shooting with h i s  head turned this way and that. And 

everytime, a s  I sa id  before, he brings you a car that some- 

. & body al legedly  sho t  in, he puts a lady and a little chi ld  

i n  i t .  And then for t i ckers  he t e l l s  you that he owes society 

somethfnc. He owes t h e  C i t y  of !?iImington sornethlnq. You 

can believe that i f  you will. I suhmit  that you w i l l  not .  

I ' m  not going t o  comment on a l l  o f  the th inss  that  

all the witnesses for t h e  State of North Carolina had t o  say. 

Put I think I can place t h e  policemen and the firemen into 

one posture,  and I can place the other witnesses i n t o  another, 



and even i f  you believe what a l l  t h e  policemen and what all 

. -. the firemen had t o  say when they came up here, even if you 

believe every word that they had to say when they were on 

the witness stand, you cannot convict these defendants un- 

less you also be l i eve  what Hall had to say and what Mitchell 

had to say and what Erie had t o  s n y ,  and I ' d  l i k e  t o  say 

that the re  must have been some reason why the State of North 

Carolina would brine you s i x  o r  seven witnesses surrounding 

an Incident Involving t h e  death of S t e v e  Corbett. There 

must have been some reason unknown to me khy the State 

would spend approximately a half day on t ha t  event. 

Steve Corbett has gone from t h i s  world, and no- 

body at t h l s  stage at t h l s  t r i a l ,  a t  least, i s  ques t ion ing  

how he met his death. That is not an i s s u e  in this case ,  

, ladies and gentlemet;, I submi t  t o  you. But t h e  State 

spent  s i x  witnesses on t h a t .  And, as I s a g ,  even if you 

b e l i e v e  what these people had to say,  you have .qot a n o t h e r  

hurdle to c e t  over before you reach the f i n i s h  l i ne .  That 

I s  Allen Hall. 1 don't t h i n k  you can get over t h a t  hu rd l e .  

Let me comment before I s top  t a l k i n c  on Jeroae 

Mitchell .  Now a f t e r  the State of North Carolina had located 

and, I submit;, cornputei-lzed and procramcd Mr. 11511, the 



State  goes back and took a . . look at his case and said,  

"Well you know if we go i n  with just this, somebody might 

not believe it .  So we'd better get  a ~econd witness . '  

And I submit t o  you that i s  how Yr. Mitchell 

cane on the  scene. Now you know who Jerome l l t c h e l l  I s .  

He is the  man who was s i t t i n g  back bowinp, h i s  head up and 

down whenever his name was mentioned.  You saw him. tie 

stood up one time when Mr. Ferguson mentioned h i s  name, 

Stuck his chest out as  if' he had something to be proud 
, . . < . . ,  

' . about ,  and he took the witness stand, swore on the B i b l e  

., - t o  t e l l  the  t ru th ,  and he t o l d  h i s  version of it, we sub- = :,'-- . , ,. that 
mit, and I ' d  like t o  say/!.?r. Becton used "Have witness will 

*.. . . ,: , - ,  . 

- . 
. . .; . travel" because 1 submit to you, ladies and gentlemen, t h a t  

. .. . 

-. . _ -.. 
-. .% ,. -- . .. t h i s  man came in here f o r  no o the r  purpose t h a n  to try t o  

' .-,..i , , . . 

. - . better h i s  own condition. 

. , 

..". . . Let me pause and get a drink of water If you don't 
.. , .. _ .. 

J . .  mine. 

But talking about Jerome Mitchell,  17 years of 

'age, servlng 0 to 30 years for second degree murder, serving 

2 t o  5 years f o r  common law robbery.  

llow he also made a statement to the State of 

North Ca ro l ina  through his scents and i n  t h a t  statement he 



. -  t a l k e d  a b o u t  Friday night,  and he talked about what he said 

. . he did Fr iday  night ,  b u t  he  never said one s ing le  word a- 

. . . bout Saturday. So it i s  then t~hen he gets on t h e  witness 

stand and s tar t s  t a l k t n g  about Saturday so it Is that >:lien 

the q u e s t i o n  I s  ralsed as to why he never i n  t h e  s ta tement  

mentioned Saturday. 

So then he too takes a cue from h i s  fellow t raveler  

and he tells you and wants you t o  believe t h a t  he made an 
., 

amended statement. And t ha t  amended statement was a l l  the 

th ings  tha t  he said here on the stand. Ee says he reco~nized 

the statement. He saw it. H e  d i d n ' t  say he read it. He 

said he read some of the  amendments that Nr. Waldon, Mr. 

William S. Iialdon, Special A ~ e n t .  He read some of the t h l n q s  

I*. Waldon wrote down on that statement .  I don't think Vr. 

Waldon is here today. He was here earlier t h i s  week. H e  

was here l as t  week. Ile was here week before l a s t ,  but Hr. 

Waldon never t ook  the witness stand and produced or ex- 

plained to you circumstances of his getting an amended 

. .s tatement.  He never  did. And I know F?r. Jay Stroud wouldn't 

have s l i p p e d  t h a t  one i f  he had an o p p o r t u n t t y  to bolster 

up one of his key witnesses .  lie wouldn't have by-passed 

t h a t  opportuni ty ,  l ad i e s  and gentlemen. You can b e l i e v e  tha t .  
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But Jerome Flitchell, the man who is an escapee 

from a training school, I don't recall the town, but he . -  

is an escapee, He says on the witness  stand at the very 

time he is down here i n  Wilnington a t  t h e  church and walk- 

1ng up and down two b l o c k s  from the police s t a t i o n  In 

Wilmington on Friday n igh t ,  he says he is wanted by the 

pol ice .  Rut he w a l k s  up ,and dawn t h e  street and he walks 

behind cars t h a t  he says  he saw some of t h e  defendants  

. shooting too, and he sees a man that was i n  t h e  car, and 

he rernenbers t h a t  he was so t a l l ,  approximately how much 

he weighed, and he was llzht skinned. He remembers t h a t .  

- He showed up j u s t  In t i m e  t o  observe those facts. 

And then he went around to a non e x i s t e n t  club 

w e  Submit,  a p lace  c a l l e d  t he  Liberation Club and llstened 
+ ., 

to the records and j i v e d  around. Now I have got a feel in^, 

when we get these  fee l ings .  When we get these  fee l ings  

sometimes, t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  is going to make the pool h a l l  

t h e  Liberation Club. A t  least they are going to t r y  to do 

t h a t  when they set  up here and arque to you. Cut I submit 

. to you tha t  t h i s  bulldine on t h e  corner of Seventh S t r e e t  

on Castle tha t  Jerome Mitchel l  savs he went to is t h e  

Liberation Club was somewhere between a furniture store 



and a pool room. 

. And Jerome Mitchell  leaves that place and cones .. 
back just I n  time again, as Mr. Becton hns stated to you, 

to observe sone other  th ings  t h a t  w i l l  make him a c red i -  

b l e  and val id  witness .  He g e t s  back in t i n e  t o  hear t h e  

remarks made by Rev. Chavis over the microphone or the P.A. 

system, as you w i l l ,  j u s t  i n  tine t o  see t h e  young men 

a l l e ~ e d l y  leaving the church t o  go down t o  Fifth Street 

and Nun. And he i s  curious enough t o  walk out  of' the front 

. . " .  door of the church and walk across t h e  s t r e e t  i n t o  t h e  

. street so t h a t  he can see two young men as t h e y  go across 

& -. . 
t h e  i n t e r s ec t i on  of S i x t h  and Nun. That  is just  how in- 

terested he i s  In seeing what went on. And then he i s  t h e r e  

when they come back a f t e r  this incident. 

, They come back to the church, and he hears some . . "- 
~ .. 

. ,* . . - 
, , 

more speeches, and then when these people leave the church 

again allegedly to go down to the corner of S i x t h  and Ann 

to burn Mike1 s Grocery Jerome F:itchell had just ::alked 
. . 

around t h e  church and somebody down i n  t h e  basenent of 

t h e  church sa ld  they wanted something, and he couldnlt 

t e s t i f y  as t o  what they sald to him, but he later made it 
t h e y  

perfectly clear that /had asked him for some shotgun s h e l l s .  



CF4-d 
So he goes back in and gets t h e  shel l s ,  and he comes 

around j u s t  in t i m e  at t h e  back of the church t o  see the 
k 

firebambs being disbursed passed out,and he a ~ a l n  I s  

curious. Instead of going and taking  the t i h e l l s  to the man 
: 
k 
t as he has been asked t o  do, he tells you he walks on down 

.. . 
I- 

I the path here far enoueh to see where these men are going, 
C 

and he walks far enough to see four men that he cannot 

identify.  Of course, he tells you to see them go across 
. . 

, . . 
the  street. And you will, of course, remember that Allen 

: Hall has already told you that four defendants  went across . 

C t he  street and went down Ann Street. 

This is Jerome Mltchell. Jerome Mltchel l  later 

te l l s  you and wants you to believe t h a t  he left t h e  church 

durfng the day Saturday. He earlier tells you this, and 

he went up i n t o  t h e  var ious  places t h a t  we have already 

t a l k e d  about, but one i n t e r e s t i n q  t h i n g  I want to point  

out to you. He says at approxi~ately 5:00 o'clock he was 

over In Houston Moore, 1 believe is t h e  name of the  a r e a ,  

and he is at t h e  home of Ann Shephard. 

Now approximately 4:30 Allen Hall has Ann Shephard 

nnd. the other nine defendants leaving the church with a 

lot of guns and goinc over to s t o r e  them in the old 



L 
community bulldfng or the - o l d  corimunity h o s p i t a l ,  all , 

of the defendants. A t  the same time you remember, I 

belfeve Mr. Becton pointed out t o  you, that Jerome Mitchell 

had seen some of the other defendants uptown at some other 

i place. So you have again numerous Inconsistencies In t h e  

primary witnesses in this case. 

I believe Mr. Becton nentioned to you that the 

S t a t e  produced evidence t o  show t ha t  on Frlciay even in^ one 

of t h e  defendants along w i t h  Jerome Mitchell allegedly went 

over to  Dock S t r e e t  or somewhere i n  that area and was shoot- 

ing at houses,  and I f a i l  to see how that t ies  i n t o  these 0' j 

--++ cases.  But t h a t  is for your consideration. 1 
I 

But I have t a l k e d  about the three principal wit- 

nesses, and I have talked about the wi tnes s ,  the key vltness, 

because he  I s  t h e  o n l y  one who has ever said to you that 

1 
i 
I 
I 

he saw these defendants  d0in.q these t h i n g s ;  t h a t  is the i 
burning of :"like's Grocery Store.  So he does become the key 

witness. And I submit when you s t r i p  the case, as I have 

said earlier, when you strip it down you f i n d  Wr. Hall ,  

and I said to you before and I say again, that  we are not 

here during t h i s  f i v e  weeks try in^ the weekend of February 

5 and 6 ,  and r e  are not here t h i s  weekend trying t o  j u s t i f y  



what t h e  police may have done In shooting somebody, and 

we don't serve as a Grand Jury here t o  look i n t o  every- 

thing that went on down there i n  Wilmington t h a t  weekend. 

You, twelve of you, w i l l  be charged by His Honor 

u i t h  t h e  specific duty and obl igat ion,  and that  i s  now 

that  you have l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  witnesses i n  t h i s  case  and 

af ter  you have listened t o  the lawyers argue t h e i r  various 

 contention^ i n  t h i s  case t o  decide t h e  facts as re,~ard t h e  

- two charges. Nothing else. The fac t s  as regard the con- 
.. . .  

spiracy to assault eaergency personnel In the vicinity of 

- .  302 South S l x t h  S t r e e t ,  not  F i f t h  and Run, not F i f t h  and 

cr.+ I Ann, t o  decide t he  f a c t s  in regard t o  the burning of ?'liket s 

Grocery, not t h e  firebombing of some x:ito;r:obile a t  some 

. .. other time, at some other plzce. 

I am sure you feel the seriousness of your 

responsibility in t h i s  regard. I a m  sure t h a t  B a s p i t s  some 

of tho obstacles  t h a t  have been placed in your p a t h  that 
. . . ,  

" .  
.I . .. you w i l l  do -your duty in t h i s  regard. Each of you have 

. a solemn oath  as a juror, and each of you Dave t o l d  us'that . . 
you will not have other matter i n f luenc ing  your  verdict in 

this case.  

It r e a l l y  doem'  t matter,  ladies and gentlemen, 



a"@- 
whether you l i k e  Rev., à en Chavis o r  whether you hate him. 

That  is not a factor in your deliberations In t h i s  case. 

The samething appl ies  t o  Connie T y n d a l l  and each of the 

other defendants. It has got nothing ct all to do with  it, 

and t ha t  is why we spend so much timz askink questions, and 

I am sure at sometime or another you wondered why we were 

asking so many questions. We were looltlnq f o r  people  who 

as near as humanly possible w i l l  t r y  to divorce their mind 

from o the r  feelings, whether they be fee l ings  of love, of 

sympathy, of hate or pre jud ice  or what have you. 

F These men dont t need any sympathy. We are not here 

asking you f o r  any sympathy. ?Je are a s k i n g  you for a fair  

tr ial ,  and t h a t  is all we want. If we get that, wc w i l l  

be sa t i s f i ed  because It has nothing t o  do with whether you 

are sympathet ic  to what they may believe or whether you are 

a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  what t h e y  may bel ieve .  That w i l l  not en te r  

i n t o  your deliberations and should not .  

You may s o m c t i m t i s  wonder whether  there  is ,  i n  

fact ,  a generat ion pap. I don't know whether there i s  or 

not. T use t o  thlnk t h a t  1 was young, but I am passed my 

3 0 t h  birthday now. But these are all the nine men t h a t  
I 

we represent are young men. And t h e y  have a f u l l  l i f e  



ahead of them. They have been c h a r ~ e d  with some serious 

crimes. They have come In to  court and said to you, th rough  

their pleas, t h a t  they are not  g u i l t y  of these charges. 

The burden of proof rests solely and wholly upon the State 

of North Carolina. They have no burden whatsoever to prove 

any thin^ or to disprove anythinc. That i s  t h e  o b l i ~ a t i o n  

of the State. 

We ask simply that you, the twelve of you, who 

are chosen, who f i n a l l y  sit In tills case, t h a t  you give 

these young me'n what they are entitled to under the law, 

and that I s  a fa i r  and impartial t r i a l ,  Influenced only  bg 

the testimony, t h e  Charge of the Court ,  considering the 

contentions and arguments of counsel. Renenber t h a t  when 

you go back into the juryroom. And when you come back i n t o  

open court to deliver your verdlc t  let it be a just one. 

Each of you have a s o l e m  obll~atlon beczuse you see nex t  

week and next month and next year each tine you look in 

the mir ro r  you have got to l i v e  w i t h  yourse l f .  You probably . 
won't see me anytime soon, but you do have to face  yourself, 

and you have got to be true t o  yourse l f  because a young 

man once was going away from home and hi3 father cal led h l m  

over t o  say to him, said, "Son I: don't have any money t h a t  



' I can give you. i t  

He sald, "But I will give you some advice." t 

Said, "Don't borrow anything and don't lend anything. But 

most of all, son, t o  thine own self be true." 

- .  And I am confident t h a t  everything will be a l l -  . 

- r igh t .  Be t r u e  to yourselves, ladies and gentlemen, when 

you g? back into the  juryroom. You have a solemn obliga- 

t i o n .  These men don't expect any sympathy from you.  hey 

don't expect any prejudice from you. They expect you t o  
- .. : 

T- 
dec ide  this case on the facts,  and I submit that you do not 

-. . . . ." -4 
.-.,. A have sufficient facts before you to convict these young . . 

m e n  of these  charges. And as I say again, that these are . . .  
' . : ..? 

* .  : .  - .  -- , - . > 

,*. - ._ I _ t he  charges, the only charges that they are accused of. 
. - - I '..'. > . . .  . , 

. _ . I  . I . 
. .'. --. . .-.. Thank you. 

. . :  -'"..-.. :h,- ... *: . ,,, ,. 
. . 

1 . .  ,. - , , !" .. ' .: .: .# . . . -  2 . . . 
- .. - .-. . .;. . . . ' (~onference at t he  bench.) .. - * 
I.- a- - - . ,  . , -  THE COURT: Wet ll take about a t e n  minute  recess. 

(The Court recessed from 3:15 until 3:45.) 



. . .  
(The Jury cane 'Into the Jury B o x . )  

(Mr. Harn:on summed t o  the Jury on behalf  of the 

nlne defrndaats.) 

.. ' May it please t h e  Court, members of t h e  Jury. - * 

let me retntroduce myself. 1 haven't had much t o  say during 

t h i s  five week period.  I am John Harmon, Attorney, from 

New Dern, North Carolina, about seventy miles from here: 

er?d a l l  of you, if you can, I want you t o  look at t h i s  dia- 

gram for a moment. See if you can see the corner of Sixth . . , b. . - 
. , 

. . and Ann Street where it, says "i*!iket s Groceries. " And look, , . * - , . -  . - 
C 

, . 
. . .- P :  . . . .  

P . - .  

. .. . . .  : ~ f " y . o u  . . will, at t h e  Gregory Conqretionul Church between 
-. . - 

' . . - .  .: :. ~ i i t h  and seventh on Nun. Now t h a t  is what t h i s  care is ' 

_. :-- - .' . 
. , . -.~-- . .... ' . . ' * . . .  

. .. : - . '  2::-al l .about.  TWO places, Greaory Church, F l ike l s  ~ros&rles, 
% .. . ' . r  ' . ,  

. . -" ..I '.. . r... - . , 

. . ... . .  ;- . . .302. South S i x t h  Street. . . . .  . . 
" I* . ; . I .I - .  . . -  . . 

. . -  .. .. 
.. -.- 

.. . 
.) . , . . 

.I . - .  
.; ' . ' \  . ? ;.. . 

- 1 
, Youheard the lndictnent read. It said like's 

. )  
. . . . .  . ,  . 

3 .  . 'I ,: % .  

,. burned and with conspiracy at the church to assault emergency 
- 1 

. . . - . .  -. .. personnel in the area of 302 S o u t h  Sixth Stree t .  
. -.... ..'.. . - .. . . . . -  - 

. . . ' - '  : 
+ .  , . Look at the diapram. Eut do you see Dock Street on 

t h a t  diagram? Dock Street is SO f a r  removed from these 

charges, it is not  even on t h e  dia~ran. So what does Dock 
, - 

, .  Street have to do with this case? !!hy was any mention ever 

made or Dock Street?  What does a man's house, someone th rowlnq  



,., L," . 7 I .  

a firebornb at a residence on Dock Stree t  have to do with 
, * 

whethe* . . or n o t  ? l i k e ' s  ... - burned or hhether  or not there war, 

an a~reemcnt to assault eserpency pcrsonl~el  at 302,in the . . . , .  

C - 
area of 302 South S i x t h  St ree t ?  

~ ,. ,. %.. ,  . -  .- 
' . _  . . "  . .. . .  . . . . 

. . 
. . 

I . .  . . 
. *  '. :* 

- -  '"NOW f o r  a moncnt I rant  to say a few words of - .. - ,  . . . . . .. . . , . ! . ,. < . . . : , . 
' .  . . . .  , . . . . .  . . 

-*. . . , * .  . . -  ., - .  . ... . .  ... ; '- -. ' . .  - . . . ., ' . .  . . . . 
' .: what ..this- ease 1s really about. In a i a r i i r  senne t h l s  case 

. . 4 '  ;, 
. . . .  . . . _ - - .. . .. : .  , .  : , . . .. 

. . .  . - . - . T  ;;- ?, . , . - . , 
.. . 

. . . .- . 
4;- , k .-.i . . . . . . . . . . . r 

is 'not 'even about ? l ike i  s Groceries. It is' not about 302 . 
. . 

' ,  . 
. . 

. .. 
.. . - t - .  . -  . ,  . 

. -  . South S l x t h  ~6re.et .  in a larger sense. ' This case is about 
. . 

, . - .  . 
, .. . , 

.our e n t i r e  American System of Justice and whether  or not 

. , it is able mind you, it is abie, to .@ve all people fair and . '_ 

impartial t r i a l s .  Of course, you all know t h a t  anybody . . 

' . 

, , charged w i t h  n trim is entitled to assistance of counsel. 
- '  . . 

. . . -. . 
* 

These defendants have counsel. klry defendant is also . . 

e n t i t l e d  to be t r i e d  by a Jury of h i s  peers. In t h i s  case 
. -. 

you, the Jury, are thbse i tefendants '  peers. . r . .  

- Let's t h i n k  f o r  a nonent what j u s t i c e  used to te 
. . . . T .. 

, .  . about. Letts go back to t h e  caveman. You know w h a t  j u s t i c e  

'was then.  The caveman with t h e  biqgest  s t i c k  he had the 
. 

jus t i ce ,  a ,  

- .. . .  . 
. . ,That. is no lon~er the case. Back in cavenln t i n e  

.I . 
you didn't I .  have a Judge; You didn't have a J u r y .  You didn't 

have a ~ o l l c i t o r .  You dldnqt have a DefenCe Counsel. Every 

m a r .  was llis own Judce,  his own Jury, h i s  own Witness. Eut 



- 
.. 
'%/ 

times have changed. We now have Lawyers. We have Judces. 
. . 

< We have Sollcltors. We have Witnesses. We have Ju ro r s .  
1. 

You will recall t h a t  when you were empanelled 
". 

. you took an oath, ::it to;:ether, hear the evidence, and 
F A. 

! . - render your verdict accord1n~lg.- 
i 

. . 
, . 

, .  . Let me talk about one other th ing .  In t h e  Superior 
.._. .- -- 

Court a case comes to' trial,: felony cases. These are relony 
, . . , 

* - 
.5 ~ . . . . 

.' eases through the use of an indiitment. All an lndictnent 
. . . .  . . .  . w.. . . . .  - .  . . .  . . . . . .  , , . . . . , . , - . . ' +  e..-.: ..: 
. . 

. - . .' . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  .._".. 
. . . .  . - . . - . .  . . ...... . . . ,  . . . . . .  ! . -  :. , . . . . . .  is is an accusation, a. charge.. :+Again I refer you t o  the : : 

. . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . -  , :. . + : _  . . - . . _. . .... .r ?...*- . . 
L - .  . . .  . . ,  

. . ' _ . .  ," . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . .  .. ,:. ' dlagram, , i4ike1 s drocery a t  302'7'South S ix th  Street. That is - .  . . 

I 
. . , . .  

',. .. . . . - . - - .... , “. : . . 
> . \  . . . .  ,.. - . -  . . . .  . . .  . : . . . .  . - - .  . . . . .  . . , .  - . ,  .. . . . . 

b,, . . . : . -  . I "  . . r . . . . . .  . -  . . .  . . . . .  
a l l  the indictment talks about, Gregory Congretional Church. 

. . . .  . . . . 
. a ,  . - . I , . .  .., . 
, . . . . . . . . .  . . ' ' I  ,. 

-k,, . - -  : :.---- Now who shot  into Mrs. Watt *s car up there  by Seventh and . . 
. , 

. . . .  . . . .  . . ; . 

, . . . . I  

' ,. : ~ u n ?  DO we know? Or does that really matter who shot i c t o  
. . *. , . "  . . - 

' . I . '  
.. 

. . her car? Yhy was she put on this stand where she said she - - .  ....... 
* .< .. " 

, . . . . .  . . -. . . got shot in the f inzer?  She cried a little, and do you know 
? * A  

9 I 

, - why she went on t h a t  stand to cry-In'tront of you? To 
' *-. ' . . 2 m .  . , . . , I - 

- influence you. No other reason. She didn't say Reginald 
. . 

. , Epps, Wayne ?4oore, Connie Tyndall, Jerry Jacobs, Marvin . - 
. . . . . . .  

f :. . . . . .  .... .Patr ick ,  Ann Shephard, anyone else shot i n  her car, did she? 
. - .  . - .  -. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . + . *  _ ,_  . .  

- .  
. So what was h e r  testimony used for?  She didn't say Connie . . _  i, . .  , . . . .  

. . , .. - ,  . Tyndall, Willie Vereen,.Wayne Foore, Jerry Jacobs, R e ~ i n a l d  
. . .  . L "  . .  . . . .  , . 

, .  Epps, Joe Wright, neverend Chavis, Wayne Moore, Marvin - 
r a t r i c k ?  Did she say they conspired to n s s a u l t  emerzency 

\& 



personnel? What was she put on 
\ 

know. Perhaps you do. I dontt 

the whole time like you have. 

the stand for? 1 don't 

h o w .  I have been here 

1 haven't f i g u r e d  out why 

. , she  xent up there except f o r  one reason. To lnflame you, 

to make you think, well, i f  soncbody was shooting, at t h l s  

lady i n  h e r  car, w e l l  then these guys must have done t h a t ,  

too, She didn't say anybody e l se  did it. 

. . Letts t a l k  about 78 year old Xr. Smith over on 

Dock Street. Did he mention an3 of these defendantsr names? 
- . *  

Did he say any of them threw a firebomb on h i s  porch? 
. . c .  a.." 

eh 
3 .  . ; . d i d  not. Did he say t ha t  anybody at Gregory Conqretlonal 

I , .  . -  - .  . .. 
. .' 

Church conspired to assault somebody at 302 South  S i x t h  

You don't see Dock Street, do you? SO its so far 
1'. * .  

.-.. ., . +away you canit even see It, 
- .. . - . .  

, . - 9  Let's qo back to F i f t h  and Nun. There was supposed 

. & to be some man In an apartment n i t 1 1  a .30-.30 r l f l e  he had 

. . been shoo t inq  at somebody. Now xhat did t h a t  have to do w i t h  

. . 302 South S i x t h  Stree t?  Everybody in t h i n  Courtroom knows 

that  Mike's burned. We knew t h a t  before the case s t a r t e d .  

You a l l  said you knew t h a t .  It burned. 

Let's t a l k  about another  th inr ,  for a minute f i r s t .  

Lct's talk about itrtlnt He mean by corroborative evidence. 

Slmply t o  corroborate means to suppor t .  So in other words, 



when a State puts on a witness  . . to say such and such happens, 

then they w i l l  put on another  witness to s a y , " Y o s , ? t  happened. . ... 

I.was there. I say It." 

When t h e  S t a t e  does not put on evidence t o  corroborate, , 

L ' 

what does t h a t  mean? It means siaply one thing. The State  
. - 

doesn't have, Can't put it on. 

Mr. Allen tlallqs uncle,, Charles Graham, he l l v e s  on 

Fourteenth and Castle. there I s  Celestine Graham, his aunt? 
, .- 

0 .  - -  . . . . :. .- She lives at the same place. Where is Sandra Yarshall, his  

g i r i  .friend: he was so concerned about? ~e left' New York to 
I * 

come back down to see her. Wnere are the records of Hew OL.- j - ,  - . - . - 
' .: . Hanover County liospltal show in^ she was in the hosp i ta l  during 
.. ., . . 

. . -  . . *, 
. , .  , .  

. . . . .. . . , . . . . .. . ,  :'. ' : . - .  
I I ._ C .  . . - ., . 1 .. . . - :: that  : t ime? Well maybe Mr. Stroud couldn't zct them. PlaySe 

, . 

the hospital wouldn't give them to hia.  You know hosp i t a l s  c. . . , . 
... 

. , .. C I .  are very  funny. Soeetlncs tbey  won't ~ i v e  up records, but . . 
he could have subpoenaed t h e m .  Here f a  a man no31 w h o  b r i n g s  

- 1 . .  . . 
i n  t e n  p i c t u r e s  of each s i d e  of Orepory  Con~retional Church. 

- .  
. 1 know a l l  of you know a l l  about that church, where every 

. . room is, where every windo.* is. Everyday h i s  picture sha'xinp, 
. .  . 

the  front, show in^ the back, p i c tures  of all sides, but 

not one record shoxln~ that Sandra ! l a r s h n l l  uas ever in 

the h o s p i t a l .  Did  you hear Sandra  ? - l a r shn l l  t e s t i f y  from 

t h i s  witness stand? "I was sick such and such a t l m e .  A l l e n  



Hall is my boy friend. H e  came down." Did you hear her 

say tha t?  What does it mean If you didn't hear it? She 

' .  , 

wasn't s i c k .  Probably there is no Sandra Marshall anywhere. 
- C. : .. ..c 1" .? 

, Another figment of Allen Hall's imagination. . , 

. . 
f .  - ." 
> * . Z "  

You just can't t a l k  about Allen Hall too  much 
. . 

1 

-'+.,because he says so much. He made a statement lay 3 0 ,  1971. 
A ,  

, I._ . : He .mehtions two people. Then he .rr.akes one February 18. Ae .. .. 
. . ..:. . .., . . " 

. . ' . " .  
< . .  , . : 

. ~ 
. . _.._ . mentions everybody. Now you might say, "Wcll what doer. it 

.. , .L .._,* ,. - .  . , .  
, . . . - '_ -. , . .  .. , 1 L 1 '  a -  : , .. . .. . - ' t  , , "  - .  - ?i - . . -.-. 

. ,matt& whether or not h e  bo&ht the liquor an Friday n i ~ h t  . . ,  .. . - .! . 
<. - 

. - I  .' : 
. . . _ ?  

L . - ., <. . , . .  . . 4 -. , - ,  .. . 
' .. - +. .. . . . . 

. . .  ... .- * , or -Saturday morning?" Does it make any difference? Well it 
. I '  .. . . , ,  . : . . .  . . . .- - . ,  

..-.*. .: 

0' -:.:.:., . , 

; does xake a difference. , Y O U  . have all heard that  sonq " L i t t l e  

. . 

~ h i n i s  p?ean a Lot." Well they do. Because if he bought t h a t  

liquor Friday n i g h t ,  F i f t h  of Scotch, If he was drinking, 
, 

he didn't s top  u n t i l  he drank it a l l  up. And if he was 
. , -  

somewhere drunk, he w a s n ' t  at that church. 9ut who could 

have proven when he bought t h e  liquor and when he went by 

his unclels house? Xho e l se  but his uncle,  Charles Craham? 
. , 

> - * * I '  " . a  

. 1s Charles C r a h a m  dead? Is he unavailable? The State can't 

I 
g e t  hlm? Well maybe he refused to come t o  Court, you know. 

I *  . 

Was he subpoenZsd? 1s he here? 

Graham here? 

No. Why isn't Charles 

W. C .  Drown, fine j o b  -of i n v e n t l g t i n ~ .  They must 

have had his name now. They had hj.s stateaent, h l n  statement 



l i s t i n g  h i s  name. Where is Charles Graham? He is 

probably out of torn somewhere. couldnlt ~ e t  him here. 

This t r ia l  has been go in^ on flve weeks. . Couldn't get  him 

here. There may not even be any Charles Oraham; maybe ' 

. another f i p e n t  of Allen i lall 's  imaginat ion.  Where is the 
. . 
aunt Ce le s t lne  Graham? Had the same period of t i m e  to g e t  

her. fCz. Brown, Mr. Fredlaw, they didn't t e s t i f y  about 

' Celestlne Graham. He sald this, ''Well I actually bought 
- .  . . .  . . the  l i q u o r  03 Saturday morning, and well I went by t h i s  

f~iend's house on Six th  Street ,  I stayed there a f e w  

minutes, then I went to my  cousin?^ house, and all ny : 

counsinls friends, had a drink. I didn't drink anything 

myself." Where is his cousin? Here is a man w l t h  no 

.r - .  relatives apparently. Iqe have seen none. Wnere is h i s  .- 

1 th ink  he sald heP name is Gwen Carrol. 

. , 
. . 1s she? i\?r. Brown could hnve g o t t e n  her. 

I know the Yilmington Pol ice  Department. They 

. -  do a fairer Job of everything. They get twenty pictures of 
. - 

everything. They get a picture of a picture. Where is 

the cousin? Is there such a COUSI~? I submit there is 

no cousin. -. 

Now let's talk for a mtnute - now look at the 

- dlagram a minute. DO you see where F i f t h  and Nun I s ?  



Do you see where Sixth and Nun i s ?  Can you see on tha t  

diagram ;uhere Sixth and Nun run into F i f t h  and ilun? Or 

where S i x t h  and Nun run  into Seventh and Nun? I guess It 

does a little further over. But it doesn ' t  do it i n  t h e  

. . . areaof S i x t h  and Nunand F i f t h  and Hun. They don't run 

to~ether. Well Allen Hall,  again when be t e s t i f i e d ,  he 

admitted on t h i s  s t a n d  that he testif  l e d  before and he never 

g o t  any closer t h a n  S i x t h  and Nun. When ha t es t i f ied  this 

t i m e  he said ,  "I qot down almost to the intersection of F i f t h  

and Nun, and when I s a i d  S ix th  and ?lun I thought  a t  t h a t  t i n e  

that S i x t h  and Nun ran i n t o  Fifth and Nun." . Did Allen Hall 

'over on the witness stand ever adnit  that he had nade a 

- .  mistake about everything? T h i s  is the per fec t  man to hear 

him tell it, no mistakes. go sir; so t h i s  is Allen Wall 

for you. Seventeen years old or eiqllteea gear old arsonist- 

That  is what he is. H e  sa id  he pleaded a u f l t y  to arson. 

Here is a man if he saw you sonewhere he 'd  likely 

to throw a bottle and hit you. He ha:; done it before. That 

teacher hadn't done a thine t o  A l l e n  Kall. Just p i c k e d  up 

a bottle and threw it. As my colleague, !4r. Eecton, said. 
I 
1 He is now R savior of t h e  people,  t h e  man r i d i n g  the white 

I 

I horse w i t h  the white houses, now the good guy. You have all 

: seen the  commercial on T.V. 3an comes t h rouqh  dirty. Here 

I 



is the swan. Ife is clean. Vho hit Allen H a l l ?  Who cleansed 

s him? .51d the  State cleanse him? . The t l i ln lnzton  Police 

Department? Think about t h a t  a lot. 

I i .  
. .. Allen Hall can't p u l l  those twelve years. I 

- ,  .' . . 

a . . .- would agree w i t h  him. I wouldn't want t o  pull twelve years 
* .  . < I  

'. 
' '  - - .either, and f would do anyti19.ng I could t o  ge t  out of It. 

. I _  .%  , I  . , .I . 

I: dontt care what It is. And he will, too.  Think about 
-- 
. , -Allen Hall, the good guy a l l  of  a sudden. You know, t h i s  

* .  
.. .. . 
. - : * .  .. .. great . . protector. He has now become non-violent, you kno?.r. 
7 .  

-. . But d i d  you see him when he charged from that witness stand 
. I  

- .  ; . 
. l i k e -  a madnag? You saw Xr. Stroud t r y  t o  hold hin. Pushed 

= I  r i g h t  back.  You saw Xr. Brown ~ r a b  him. About s i x  other 

guys grabbed him. Couldn't hold hiv. He qot t h i s  close to 

you. H e  ran you o u t  of t h e  Jury box. You know xhat he d i d .  

. - I don't have t o  tell you about i t .  This is the wood quy i n  

t h e  whtte hat, A l l e n  H a l l .  Maybe he is, but the good guys 

I know don't ac t  t h a t  way. 

Rut now why d i d  he do it? F!e had got t rapped in 

. .  h i s  own l i e s  and couldn't get out of it. So the only thin,? he 

knew was charze stralzht ahczd, That  is what he d i d .  Eut the 

even the S t a t e  didn't believe Allen Hall because they werenl t 
I 

satisfied with Allen Ilall. They had to ~ e t  solncbody else, 
! 

. . I 



, - and they said, "Well Allen H a l l  only committed arson. s 
\ 

go out and find ourselves a murderer." 
i .I - .  In comes Jerome Mitche l l  who admitted he killed an 

t ,  - .  . . old man in a store after tatinp; his money. A t  l east  Jerome 

Mitchell didn't say he was a good guy. He was Just  a wise  . . - ,  . 

guy. And Jerome Mitchel l  made a statement February 18 in 

Goldsboro. They signed it Harch 2 in which he said ,  "I was 

at the church Prlday nlght." And the next thine he t a l k s  
. . . * 

, . 
about is *sunday or Monday. Doesn't even mention being at the 

. , .I I -. 
< - . . church Saturday night. 

Allen H a l l  and Jerome Mitchel l  have a lot of thines 
. . 

, in common. They both  went to Cherry Hospital. I:oa why do 
-. , 

people go t o  Cherry  Rospital? Is it vacations? To get away 

. . ... . . from I t  a l l ?  Take a l i t t l e  break? I am surprised that 
. .  ' . . 

Jerome !?itchell didnt t call Cherry Hospital the Cherry Hotel. 
' * -  

You know relaxation and recreation. They both went there to 

try t o  beat t h e  raps. You can't r ea l ly  blame then f o r  ~ o i n r :  
. * .  . - 

there. !.!hen you g e t  in trouble you try to get out. You don ' t  

worry about the morality of what you were doing.  You try to 

get out - or the lezal i ty  of it. 
. . 

. . . . . . . .. . . .. And i d r t a j . n l y  Jerolne Kitchell had much more reason 

to pet  out of the t h i r t y - f i v e  years. He i s  s i x t e e n  or seventeen. 



That is f i f t y - t w o  by the t i m e  he gets out. That is a whole . , . - - .  
i ' " .. 

. . new country. Nobody wants t o  stdy  i n  j a i l  t h i r t y - f i v e  years. 
, . .  *_.  . ., 

. . 
, So the Sta te  says, "Okay, Jerome Mitchell,  we want you to do 

:;. , ... 

:' t h i s .  - Now you play thLs  part .  You support some of the t h i n g o  
= .  LI. 

1.. .. ^ 

. * a  - .  
- . .. t h a t  Allen Hall s a y s .  But we won1 t put you doing anything 

. 4-- & 

.a 
I a . . -. . though.  You just have to be there all t h e  time." s ; .  

- - ," . w .  . - .  . 
... , .. At least Allen Hall said, "1 threw the firebomb. 1 

' . shot at the people." But Jerome Mitchell, In order for him 
* .. . . - 
. . .." --- - "'to show up &very place he did when he did ,  he would have to -1 _ 

. - . ,-7 ". 
. . , ' . 

. .. . .  : - have been a s s i g e d  a certain part to: play. .. - I- . . -. 
8 .  - .  . - . * * :  : 

- ,  *- 
A Well Mitchell at 4:00 o'clock, you sh& up here. " .- 

A t  4:30 you show up here. I submit that Jerome Yitchell w a s  
+ 

, 
. -. not even at t h e  church Saturday n lgh t ,  wasn't even there, . 

- But; think about this now. They have another  thing 

. ;? in common. They both made ammended statements. mere are 

they? I don't have them. You don't have them. Well perhaps 
. - 

!Ire Brown has them. t!onqt l e t  us see them. Vhere are those . * 

. . . . amended state:lents where they made a l l  these changes? 

. . Allen Hall testified that J a m e s  Stroud was the only 

. . - person takinc n o t e s  i n  Goldsboro. Now this is h i s  witness now. 

tle took all t h e  notes down. And do you think Janes Stroud 

would put down he bounht liquor Sriday n i c h t  if he bought 

the liquor Saturday morning? H O ~ J  can you make tha t  k i n d  of 



misteke from Friday night to Saturday morning? 

- ' Hall going so fast 

put anytiling in there? 

Was Al l en  

he couldn't get it all down, and he jus t  

No. T h a t  I s  what he told the 

Bou~ht t h i s  liquor Fr iday  nisht. 

the  funny thin% about t h i s  case. Allen Hall 

But that  

I s  exact on 

everythtng Reverend Chavis said or d i d ,  on every thin^ any-' 

body else did. He even told you, ''Si&hteon months ago 

. . 
' -  Jerry Jacobs I believe fired three shots. Soaebody else 

, .  . 

. . . fired five. In the dark now. Somebody else f i r e d  four ,. . 
. . 

shots. 't Over., eighteen months ago he remembers how many 
. . . - 

i shots every particular individual fired. But he doesn't 

remember when he bought the liquor. Well d i d  he buy it? 

Does it make any difference? 

Jerome Witchell said, " V e l l  1 didn't e x a c t l y  xean 

that In ny otatenent. I told : b ? r .  Ialalden what 3 really said*" 

He wrote dawn he looked at it. There it was. Where 

is Mr. Walden? Where is that statement t h a t  Jerome X i t c h e l l  

. . made? You lcnoir what happened? They j u s t  made up some things.  
. . .  

They slgned the statement, but see,. t ha t .  is holr a case' Toes 

awry. YOU are so careful about d e t a i l s  on t h e  main things, 
, . 

you leave out little side t l l l n ~ s ,  ~ c t  them all wronq. 

Now Jcrome K f t c h e l l  he would have you to'belleve 

that he chased a car t h a t  had been g 0 j . n ~  a llundped rniles an 



- --. 

hour, and he ~ o t  to Castle Street the same time t h e  car d i d .  

Do you believe that? Isn't that preposterous? You know it 

is. 
. 7. 

Listen to h i s  lanluace.  Emergency personnel conin? 

from a murderer. Jerome ?< i t che l l ,  ernerzency personnel .  He 

would have said cops, police, a n p t h i n r ,  ambulance drivers .  

That is not  his :lords. T h a t  is the State's words ,  emergency 

personnel. You don't even refer to t h e a  as emergency 

personnel, do you? You call them police, ambulance attendants. 

You don't call them emergency personnnel. You call them 

' f i remen.  \!hy did Jerome Mi tche l l  say emergency personnel? 

Here is a mar. wanted by the p o l i c e ,  and he is $oin(r to sit 

there  and wait for the police to come and take sornei.ody .?iciy. 

is preposterous. he would have you b e l i e v e  

tha t .  

Then you got the little f e l l a ,  !:lotor Youse, he 

ca l l s  h i m s e l f .  He comes in - w e l l  first of all, he s a i d  

t h a t  somebody said,  "Ye have got to shou those crackers .  *' 
. 

Then two sentences l a t e r  he s e i d ,  ">?e have eot  to show those 

hunkies." Didn't say the same thing. All the statements 

. . 
have been rehearsed,  when to jump, vhen to not Jump. They 

have been rehearsed. We don't know who rehearsed them.  


