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MR. FERGUSON: Do you think that there is anything

251

1
e? o llwrong with an all black church?
3 MR,‘ROOKS: No. Nothing wrong with that.
4 MR. FEﬁGUSON: Do you think that there is anvtliing
5 |lwrong with an all white church?
6 MP;. ROOKS: No, sir.
T '0//QR; FERGUSON: All right, sir. Have you had any
fo 8 ||associations with black>perébns in your life?
g 9 g MR. ROOKS: Yes. I have some good friends that are
; '( 10 b;ack. I work at Queensboro Steel. I am éhe only white person
§ 11 llthat works at the warehouse as far as.... (REPORTER ASKS TO
2 12 REPEAT). I say, I am the only white person that works at
é 13 |l Queensboro Steel on Highway 421 that loads and pulls trucks.
! (’ 14 ||All the rest are black.
,;5 MR. FERGUSON: Are you doing +he same job that black
16 perssns are doing? |
¢ 1 | MR. ROOKS: I am.
\ 'is ;(/;R. FERGUSON: Are you able “o accept black persons as
19 eqﬁals to yourself and other white persons?
20 /MR..ROOKS: Yes, sir.
él MR. FERGUSON: You have no objections, then, to
22 biack andkwhite children attending school together and sitting
% . 93 || side-by-side in class? |
| 24 MR. ROOKS: No, sir.
o5 ";'MR. FERGUSON: And.you have no objections to voluntary

»
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1 || social relationships between persons of opposite races?
‘T’ 2 MR. ROOKS: MNo. That's up to them.
3 MR..FEBGUSON: Do you find it personally objectionable?}
4 MR. RdOKS: Well, no, I can't say that I do.
5 MR. FERGUSON: Now, do you ﬁave any objections to
6 |l black and white persons living in the same neighborhood?
7 Mq; ROOKS: No. I think colored people should live
8 || where they like.
_9 g MR. FERGUSON: You have no objections to their sharing
{ ia the éame apartment houses? ‘
ii MR. ROOKS: .Thét would be up to them. That would be
; 12 || up to the individual, as far as I'm concerned.
i >*’113  ’((i MR. FERGUSON: You would have no objection to a black
E {’ t]4 éerson.moving next door to you or in the apartment next to
é 15 whgre.you_iive?
% 16 fMR.'ROOKS: ‘That would be up to them. I wouldn't just
; Y8 :a17' take'Pp ahd.mové. | | |
311 ‘ 'is "MR. FERGUSON: You wouldn't ove out if a black person
| -%9; moved inf 
, 20 | : MR. ..R-OOKS:‘ Mo, sir.
%  éi _ iﬁg.iFERGUSON: Now, Mr. Rooks, you met Mr. Stroud
: 22 wheﬁ you Qére fbuth 5irector and you were associated with him
93 || rather closely at that time?
24 MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir.
25 MR. FERGUSON: He was rather active in the church?
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MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir.

id you know any other

£u

MR. FERGUSON: Did you meet or
members of the solicitor's staff of this district? Do you know
Mr. Allen Cobb?

MR. ROOKS: No.

MR. FERGUSON: If the evidence in this case should

253

o~

w0

10

11

12

show that firearms were found = that firearms were found in a
church where some or any of the defendants had been associated,

4 .
would pu tend to hold that fact against the defendants, that

fact alone?
MR. ROOKS: No, I wouldn't hold it against them.

MR. FERGUSON: If an allegation was made, if a claim

13

14

15

16

23

24

25

was made, if a charge was made, that a minister was ass
with firearms, would your religious views cause you to hold
that fact against that ninister, just that fact alone?

MR. ROOKS: Well, now, you use firearms for hunting
and stuff like that, and I enjoy hunting myself, so it wouldn't

make any difference to me.

MR. FERGUSON: If a minister used firearms for his

MR. ROOKS: As long as he was protecting himself, I
wouldn't mind.
MR. FERGUSON: Would the same thing hold true if he

was protecting a church where he happened to be?

MR. ROOKS: If he was protecting a church with firearm
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MR. FERGUSON: With firearms, yes.
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| 1
e,,, 2 MR. ROOKS: I don't‘ know exactly how to answer that.
3 || I have never had to protect a church with firearms.
4 MR..FEéGUSON: I take it, then, you have never known
5 ||of a church that has been attacked by %irearms, is that correct?
6 Mﬁ. ROOKS: That's correct.
7 MR, FERGUSON: If one were attacked by firearms, do
8 ||you think a minister woﬁld be justified to defend it with fire-
9 ||arms?
( 10 MR. ROOKS: That would be up to him.' I would leave
| 11 || myself.
12 MR. FERGUSON: If he didn't leave, would you hold that
12 |l against him?
¢ 14 MR. ROOKS: If I didn't leave? Repeat the question.
15 MR. FERGUSON: If he didn't leave - a minister - didn't
16 || leave the qhurch which was being attacked by firearms, but
N 17 st;Qed £héfe_£b protect himself, would you hold that against
. _( 18 || hin? ' |
i9 MR. ﬁOOKS: If he was protecting himself, I wouldn't
20 il hold it againét him. We all have a right to protect ourselves.
21 MR. FERGUSON: All right. You recognize, then, the
.22 constitutional right of a citizen to bear firearms and for
93 || citizens to arm themselves for their own self-protection and for
o4 |l protection within the confines of law, is that correct?
25 MR. ROOKS: That's :ight.
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MR. FERGUSON: Your views with reference to firearms

25°%

¢

1
( | 9 || is not the same as those of Mr. Thompson, the first juror I
-3 questioned?
4 MR. ROOKS: No, I can't say‘that it is.
5 MR. FERGUSON: Now, Mr. Roéks, have you heard of the
6 || Southern Ch;istian Leadership Conference?
7 MR. ROOKS: I have heard of it, but I don't knowv -
8 || anything about it.
p
9 MR. FERGUSON: You heard me explain to Mr. Thompson
10 || that it was the organization founded by the iate Dr. Martin
11 Luther King? |
i2 MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir.
13 MR. FERGUSON: And that one of its purposes is to
- 14 || protest racial discrimination and racial injustice?
‘ “i5 MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir.
16 MR. FERGUSON: And racial inequities in this"country.
17 || Mr. Kirby, Mr. George Kirby over here, is an organizer for the
18 || southern Leadership Conference (SIC) - Southern Chriséign Leaderf
19 ship Conference. Would that fact that he is an organiéer for
20 || that organization influence your decision with regard to him
211 or any of the other defendants in this case, that fact alone?
22 MR. ROOKS: No. 1I'll base my decision on the evidence
23 presented.'
24 MR. FERGUSON: The same thing, then, is true of
25 Reverend Chavis in his association with the North Carolina-Virgip
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Commission for Racial Justice, is that correct?
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1
eg._ 9 MR. ROOKS: That's correct.

3 MR.AFERGUSON; And the same is true for any of tgs?‘f
4 |lother defendanté as to any such organizations they might bélong
5 {|to? |
6 Mﬁ. ROOKS: That's correct.

; 7 MR; FERGUSON: Does the fact that a large number of

?\ 8 |[|[defendants are on trial'here cause you to feel that they must

i 9 |lhave been associated in some unlawful enterprise?

| ( 10 MR. ROOKS: No. .

: 11 °//;R. FERGUSON: ' If during the course of this trial all

z 12 ||of the defendants should exercise their right not to testify,

; 13 llto remain silent, would you hold that fact against them if they

i g’A 14 {|didn't take the witness stand or didn't put any witnesses on

d

; ‘15 the witness stand?
16 'MR. ROOKS: No.

. 17 4//’MR. FERGUSON: Do you presume them to be all innocent
(' 18 ||right now? |

i 19 MR. ROOKS: According to the laQ, yes. They are

% 20 innocentlgntil proven guilty; that's the way I feel.

? 21 d MR. FERGUSON: All right. Now, what about in your

| 22 ||own mind; you in your own mind? Do you presume they are innocent?
23 MR. ROOKS: I don't know what they have done, see. I

know the charges made, but I don't know whether they have done

it or not, so I couldn't say whether they are guilty or innocent

'y
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MR. FERGUSON: You don't feel like the mere fact that
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1
f? 2 |{lthey have been charged is any evidence of any wrong-doing on
3 |ltheir part?.
4 MR. ROOKS: That's correct.
1 5 MR. FERGUSON: Now, you havé observed the defendants
6 |lcoming in and out of the court room, have you not?
i 7 MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir.
‘; 8 MR. FERGUSON: You have seen sheriff's deputies some-
é 9 |ltimes coming iﬁ with them?
‘§ ( 10 MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir.
: 11 MR, F;RGUSON:' You have seen deputies at the door
12 |{lback there and deputies up here, have you not?
! ) 13 "MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir.
; 14 MR. FERGUSON: You have seen highway patrolmen coming
; »15 in and ouf of the court room, have you not?
16 MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir.
| (- 17 " MR. FERGUSON: Has all of thét created any impression
‘- 18 inAyour mind about the defendants? |
‘ 19 | MR. ROOKS: Nvo, sir.
% 20 MR. FERGUSON: Would you hold it against a man if a
# 21 {bond is set on»him and he is unable to make bond and therefore
22 llhas to remain in jail awaiting trial?
23 MR. ROOKS: No.
24 MR. FERGUSON: You realize, then, that some éersons
55 who are»charged with offenses are so poor that they can't make
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a bond and because of their poverty can't get out, you under-
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1
2 ||stand that?
3 MR. ROOKS: T don't know whether they are poor or not,
4 |lbut I know if they can't pay their bond they have to stay in.
5 MR. FERGUSON: And you realize that is not any evicence
6 |lof any guilt or any wrong-doing on their part?
! 7 MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir.
8 MR. FERGUSON: Sif?
9 ’ MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir.
: 10 MR. FERGUSON: Do you have any close.friends who are
t 11 ! members of any law enforcement agency?
i
? 12 MR. ROOKS: No, I don't.
i 13 MR. FERGUSON: Do you have any close friends who are
% 14 ||officials of the state?
{ 15 MR. ROOKsﬁ ~No.
‘ 16 - MR. FﬁRGUSON: -ﬁéuldjpu say that Mr. Stroud here is
17 || the closest aégociéﬁe you have in law enforcemént work?
18 ' MR. :':‘I'zdoxs“:“_‘».'rhé"ibnly one thut I know of.
19 MR.iFERGUSQNQ The only one. All right, sir. Do I
20 || understand you have'nevef formed any opinion about any of the
21 || defendants inxiélatioﬁ to this trial?
: o ever
22 MR. ROOKS: The only one I have/heard mentioned was
93 || Ben Chavis as far as I remenber, and whether he is guilty or
94 || not, I have no way of knowing.
25 _MR. FERGUSON: Have you formed any opinion that might

.
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\2

1 {|in any wise be adverse to him?
f% 2 MR. RCOKS: Mo, sir.
3 1MR. FERGUSON: Have you formed one that might be
4 ||favorable to him?
i 5 MR. ROOKS: 1MNo, sir.
; 6 MR. FERGUSON: You have an open mind about that, is
i 7{{that correct?
% 8 MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir.
%’ 9 MR. fERGUSON: You understand thgt the three charges
% ( 10 |lhere are conspiring to burn, and burning, and conspiring to
3 11 {lassault emergency personnel?
? 12 MR, ROOKS: Yes, sir.
'% 13 MR. FERGUSON: 1Is there anything about the nature of
% ¢ 14 ||those charges themselves which would cause you to more readily
i 15 ||convict someone who is charged with those things than someone,
: 16 ||say, charged with something else? Do you have any strong feel-
-(. 17 |fings about those charges?
18 MR. ROOKS: No,'I haven't.
é 19 MR. FERGUSON: Now, knowing what you do about Mr.
E 20 Séroud and having associated with him some there in the church,
21 ||do you have ény feelings that Mr. Stroud wouldn't prosecute
22 || anyone who wasn't innocent?
23 MR. ROOKS: Say that again, please?
94 MR. FERGUSON: Do you have a feeling that Mr. Stroud
g5 || would not prosecute anyone who was innocent?
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1 MR. ROOKS: No, I don't.
2 MR. FERGUSON: You can concetve of circumstances where
3 ||he might bring a case into court and the person was innocent of
4 || the charge tha£ he prosecuted?
5 MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir.
6 MR. FERGUSON: And would you have any uneasy feeling
7 about a verdict which came in and said your friend, Mr. Stroud, |
8 |{|you brought in some innocent people here and tried them and we
9 fouﬁd them not guilty; would you feel uneasy about that?
10 MR. ROOKS: No, I wouldn't.
11 MR. FERGUSON: You don't feel that would impair your
12 || relationship at all, is that correct?
13 MR. ROOKS: No, I don't.
14 MR. FERGUSON: 1Is there any reason that you know of,
15 ||Mr. Rooks, whiéh you may wish to express to me or not to express
16 || to me why you feel you could not be completely fair, open-minded
17 || and impaftial in the trial of this case?
18 * MR. ROOKS: No.
19 MR. FERGUSON: Thank you. And I haven't offendea vou
20 || by any questions that I have asked you, have I?
21 MR. ROOKS: No.
22 MR. STROUD: May I approach the bench, your Honor?
23 THE COURT: We are about to conclude. ﬁe will take
o4 ||a brief recess at this time. Observe the admonitions I have
o5 || given you before.- - S
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(

1 (MORNING BREAK.)
(THE DEFENDANTS IN CUSTODY TAKE THEIR SEATS IN OPEN COURT.)
(:' 2 THE COURT: You may proceed, lr. Ferguson.
3 MR. FERGUSON: Thank you, your Honor. Mr. Edens?
4 MR. EDENS: Yes, sir. )
5 MR. FERGUSON: Do you beloné to any clubs or organiza-
6 || tions in the community?
7 MR. EDENS: At one time I was.
8 MR. FERGUSON: Can you tell us what they were?
9 ’ MR.lEDENS: K.K.K.
( - 10 MR. FERGUSON: You are no longer a member of that
11 ||organization?
12 MR. EDENS: That's right.
| - .
h; ) T 'MR. FERGUSON: When did you terminate your membership
} ¢ 14 || in that organization?
15 _MR. EDENS: It must have been a year or two_ ago.
..‘16 MR. FERGUSON: Sir? |
(- By MR. EDENS: A year or two ago. ’
18 MR. FERGUSON: Have you belonged to anyldther organi-
19 || zation which held similar views to that organization, Mr. Iéens?
i 20 MR. EDENS: No, sir.
' 21 MR. FERGUSON: Did anything happen whicﬁ caused you
? 92 Il to end your membership in that organization? |
z A23 MR. EDENS: No, sir.
i 24 MR. FERGUSON: And how long did yéu belong to it?
925 MR. EDENS: About six months.
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MR. FERGUSON: Just let me ask you this, Mr. Edens:

hat by your past affiliation with

Do you believe that you eel t
not
the organization you might/be able to be completely fair and

impartial in the trial of this case?

-

MR. EDENS: It's possible. I don't know.

MR. FERGUSON: Sir?

_ EDENS: It's possible. I don't kmow.
MR. FERGUSON: I ﬁant to ask you some questions about

itj Mr. Edens, and I want you to understand that I am asking

these questions in order to help you and us to understand your

; +o (SOMEONE COUGHED HERE) the facts in this case, ana

in doing so I want you to accept these questions that I ask in

262

12
13 || that spirit.
( 14 MR. EDENS: Okay.
i .15 MR. FERGUSON: Mr. Edens, it is -- I don‘t reaily Know
:. 16 || that much about the organization, but it is generally believed
i .
i (~ 17 tbat it is.an organization which is held to the belief of white )
{V‘\ 18 éﬁpremecy; am I correct in that assumption?
é 19 MR. EDENS: Right.
; 20 ﬁR. FERGUSON: ‘Now, was it such a belief at that time
E 21 .éhat lgd‘yﬁu to join the organization?
: 122 MR, EDENS: VYes, sir.
23 MR. FERGUSON: And did you personally feel that way

B A
(3]
>

in the organization?

MR. EDENS: Yes, sir.
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r . Edens?

MR. FERGUSON: Now, have you reconsidered that position

MR. EDENS: Yes, sir.
MR. FERGUSON: Do you feel that you still have somc
of those feelings that led you to take up menbership in that

organization?

MR. EDENS: I still have some of them, yes, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: Do you feel that those feelings might
influence you in the trial of this case? Xou have ten black
persons on trial here. They are charged with'conspiracy to
burn the store of a white man. This arose out of racial ten-

cions in the City of Wilmington in February, 1971. Do you feel

13

14

15

16

21

22

23

you might tend to be influenced by some feelings a

MR. EDENS: I could. I can't say.

MR. FERGUSON: You can't say right now, but fou could
draw those feelings out of your mind?

MR. EDENS: That's right.

MR. FERGUSON: Mr, Edens, 1 appreciate your honesty
in answering those quéstions. 1f your Honor please, W€ challengeg
the jurox for cause.

THE COURT: All right. You may be excused.
CLERK: Roger Dale Tew (WHITE).

MR. FERGUSON: Mrs. Worrell? .
MRS. WORRELL: Yes.

MR- ‘FERGUSON: I just managed to misplace my notes
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asked
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1 |l that I had taken when you were/questions before, and I may be

{ 2 Il repetitious in some of the things that I ask you, and I hope
3 ||you will bear wiph me.  Tell me again: What kind of work do
4 ||you doz?
5 MRS. WORRELL: I am a house&ife.
6 Mﬁ. FERGUSON: A housewife. I believe you told me
7 | your thband;wasgdisabled+4is that correct?
8 MRS. WORRELL:Y Yeé, sir,
9 g MR, FERGUSON: And you have five chidren?

( 10 MRS. WORRELL: Yes. They are all awéy from home but
11 |l one.
12 MR.  FERGUSON: Excuse me?

_ 13 MRS, WORRELL: There is not but one at home.

( 14 MR. FERGUSON: Only one at home?
15 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, and he works, and my ﬁusbaﬁd is
16 ||disabled. |

¢ 17 | _MR. FERGUSON: I see. What age iérthejdné who is

) 18 homé? | — | |
19 MRS. WORRELL: Twenty-seven.
20 MR. FERGUSON: Where does he work?
21 'MRS. WORRELL: Diamond Shamrock, at Castle.Hafne.
22 MR. FERGUSON: Have you ever worked ouﬁgiae the home?
23 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir. |
MR. FERGUSON:

& AiANI WAl AN @

MRS. WORRELL:

Sewing machine operator and telephone
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operator.

MRS. WORRELL:
MR. FERGUSON:

or New Hanover County?

Do you have any relatives in Wilmington

Yes, sir. I have some cousins that

e e o e e e = e n

live in Wilmington, and
5

MR. FERGUSON:

MRS. WORRELL:

MR. FERGUSON:

265

I have a brother that lives in Leland.
Do you visit with'them very often?
Yes, sir; and I have é brother that

‘forgot about him.

You have a brother that lives in

13

14

15.

17

16

Wilmington?
MRS. WORRELL:

. MR. FERGUSON:

in?
MRS. WORRELL:
MR. FERGUSON:
to time?
MRS. WORRELL:
MR.YFERGUSON:
heard 1
of '712

MR. FERGUSON:

Yes, sir.

What section of the city does he live

On 13th and Nun, I believe.

And do you visit with him from time

Yes, sir.

I believe you indicated that you had

and read about the situation in Wilmington in February,

Yes, sir, on T.V. and in the newspaper.

pid you have occasion to discuss this
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with your brother and friends or relatives who lived there in
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1
{} 9 lWilmington?
3 MRS. WQRRELL: No, sir. We don't discuss such as
4 [{that. We have c£uer things to talk about when we get together.
5 MR. FERGUSON: Ma'am? |
6 MRS. WORRELL: We have better things to talk about
7 llwhen we get iogether.
8 MR. FERGUSON:. I see. So, you haven't discussed it
'9. with them at all?
( 10 MRS. WORRELL: No.
11 MR. FERGUSON: Have you discussed it with any other
12 ||people?
13 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.
¢ 14 MR. FERGUSON: What newspapers do you read?
v 15 MRS. WORRELL: The Wilmington Star News.
it i iﬁ lMR. FERGUSON: Star News. Do you read the Hanover
é_g , 17 Sun? | |
< ‘1'.8 YMRS. HORRELL: No, sir.
19 MR. FERGUSON: In reading abc}gt t;his in the paper ,
20 ||did you - do you recall reéding the nam;s of any of the defen-
".éf dants in Connection with the articles?
22 MRS. ﬁORRELL: No, sir. Mr. Chavig and Mr. Kirby are
23 || the only two names that I remember reading.
24 MR. FERGUSON: And have you read or heard something
( 95 || @about them since February, '71?
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1 MRS. WORRELL: WNo, sir.
2 1iR. FCORGUSOU: In connection with these trials here?
3 MRS. WQRRELL:‘ Mo, sir.
4 MR. FERGUSON: Do you recall what you read? Lo you
5 || recall the substance of what you readiin-the various articles
6 ||you may have seen?
7 fl'Ré. WORRELL: Mo, sir.
8 MR. FERGUSON: Did you form any impression of any one
‘9 |l of “these gentlemen at that time?
10 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.
-11 MR. FERGUSON: .Have you since that time formed an
é 12 ||opinion of either one of these gentlemen or any of the other
% :13 defendants on trial?
‘ 14 MRS.. WORRELL: No, sir. :
i‘ i _w15 MR. FERGUSON: What clubs or organizations are you
i %f f1§_ affiliated with, Mrs. Worrell?
; ?; 17 | " MRS. WORRELL: Nothing but the church and the Home
: b 18 Demonétration Club.
. J9: MR, FERGUSON:. The church and the Home Demonstration
20 llciub. wWhat about your husband; is he affiliated with any organi-
z ~ 21 zatiohs‘df'clubs that you knbw about?
§ 22 MRS. WORRELL: The American Legion, and the Disabled
% 53 ||American Veterans, and the church.
| 24 '~ MR. FERGUSON: And your son who lives there in the
95 home with you?
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MRS. WORRELL: Nothing but the church, and the

206¢

1

2 i American Legion.

3 MR. FERGUSON: Does either your husband or your son

4 || hold an office in the American Legion?

5 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir. My’husband isn't able to do

6 || anything.

7 MR, FERGUSON: I see. Do any members of your immediate
g8 || family - by that I mean your husband, you, or your son = hold

9 an§ office in thevchurch?

10 MRS. WORRELL: I do, in the Women's Circle.

11 MR. FERGUSON: All right. Now, tell me again what

12 || church that is?

13 MRS. WORRELL: White Rocky Point Presbyterian Church,
14 at Rocky Point.

15 MR.IFERGUSON; Do any black persons attend the church?
16 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.

17 MR. FERGUSON: Have you ever belonged to any blub or
18 organization chat had black persons as members of it?

19 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir. Well, now, the Home Demon-=

20 stration Club does.

21 MR FERGUSON: The Home Demonstration Club does?

22 MRS. WORRELL: You know, it's the whole county; its

23 county-wide members it does.

24 MR, FERGUSON: Do you have occasions to be in meetings
o5 || from time .to time with black persons?
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1 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir, at council meetings.
2 MR. FERGUSON: Do you have black persons on the
3 council?
4 MRS. WORRELL: I don't knowfwhether they are boara
5 members or not, bu; I do know they are present at the meetin?s
6 || we have.
7 MR. FERGUSON; Have you had occasion to have contact |
8 with black persons in your everyday affairs?
p
9 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir. I work with them.
10 MR. FERGUSON: At the telephone company and at the
11 sewing place? |
12 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.
13 MR. FERGUSON: Have you ever had them visit with you
14 in your home on a social basis?
15 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.
16 MR. FERGUSON: Or you in theirs?
17 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.
1 18 MR, FERGUSON: Have you haa occasion to visit black
f 19 persons in their home on social occasions?
1 20 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.
: 21 MR. FERGUSON: Db yo; feel that black persons are
g 22 || equal to white persons in every respect?
° 23 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.
1 24 MR. FERGUSON: Do you have any feelings against black
g 25 children and white children éttending school together, sitting
t
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in the same class room together side-by-side and learning to-
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1
va 2 || gether?
3 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.
4 MR. FERGUSON: Do you have any objections to social
| 5 || relationships between persons of oppoéite races?
6 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.
| 7 MR. FERGUSON: If during the trial of this case, uirs.
§ 8 Worrell, black persons and White persons are called to the
i
g 9 || wifness stand, would you tend to take the word of a white per-
% ,(‘ 10 son more quickly than you would that of a black person simply
S 11 because of the race of the person that was involved?
? 12 MRS, WORRELL: No, sir.
é . 13 MR. FERGUSON: Do you have any close friends or rela-
f " 14 tives who are police officers or law enforcement officers or
% 15 associated with.law enforcement agencies?
* 16 " MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.
; ;(., 17 -ﬁR. éﬁRGUSON: If seated as a juror in this case, do
% - 18 youUfeel that fdu would more readily believe what a police
19 officer said than what some other person said simply because
20 || he was akéolice officer? )
21 | ._MVRS.'V:IORRELL: No, sir.
% 29 MR. FERGUSON: You would be able to listen to their
é 23 evidence and weigh it along with all the other evidence?
é 24 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.
25 MR. FERGUSON: If ény, some or all of the defendants,
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decided to testify, would you tend to disbelieve what they said

27

1
2 simply because they are the ones charged?
'3 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.
4 MR, FéRGUSON: You could listen to what they had to
5 || say and weigh it along with all the ather evidence in this
6 || case?
7 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.
8 VMR. FERGUSON: Suppose none of them testified in the
9 || trial of the case, would you hold that against them; would you
{ 10 feel they were hiding something from you because they did not
11 || testify?
12 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.
13 MR. FERGUSON: Mrs. Worrell, if after all the evidence
14 in this case has been presented, whatever it is, you were left
15 with the feeling that maybe these defendants - some of them or
16 all of them or any of them - did something wrong and probably
17 they are guilty of what they are charged with, but you weren't
( 18 convinced in your own mind they were in fact guilty beyond a
19 reasonable doubt, would you be able to find them not guilty
20 under those circumstances?
21 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir, if I had a doubt in my mind
22 they were not guilty. o o
23 MR. FERGUSON: You would be able to give them the
24 benefit of that doubt?
,MRS"';WORRELL: _z_es." _Sir:'.'f - ‘_..'_ oL L Iili.

i
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MR. FERGUSON: You don't conceive of your duty as a
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1
(; 2 juror to convict people who come into court, do you?
3 MRS. WORRELL: Not until they are proven to be guilty
; 4 or either innocent.
; 5 MR. FERGUSON: Well, let me just put it this way:
i 6 Do you understand that it is your duty to - that it is as wwucn
7 || your duty to acquit if you are not convinced of guilt beyond a
8 reasonable doubt as it is to convict if you are convinced
9 bé&ond a reasonable doubt?
{ C 10 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.
4 11 MR. FERGUSON: You understand that, and you would be
] 12 able to follow that principle?
i 13 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.
* (. 14 MR. FERGUSON: You've heard me ask one or two other
i 15 jurors about the the First Congregational Church of the Black
‘ 16 Messiah,.in Wilmington, with which the defendants are associated
17 with?
18 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.
19, MR. FERGUSON: Do you know anything at all about that
20 church; have you heard of it?
21 MRS. WORRELL: I've heard of it, but that's all.
22 MR. FERGUSON: Do you know where you heard about it?
- 23 MRS. WORRELL: On T.V.
24 MR. FERGUSON: Did you hear any of the names of any
925 o%‘theydefendants being aSsoéiated with the church?

1
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MRS. WORRELL: If I did, I didn't pay any attention

2732

1
69 2 || to it.

i 3 MR. FERGUSOW: Does the concept of a black Hessian

; 4 || bother you or give you an uneasy feeling?

? 5 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.

i V4 )

i 6 ¢/ MRr. FERGUSON: If the defendants - any or all cf Ll
7| belong to-a church which espoused the view of a black ilessiah,
8 || would you hold that against them in the trial of this case in
9 dé%ermining £heif guilt or innocence?
10 MRS.WORRELL: No, sir.
11 MR. FERGUSOW: You would not?
12 MRS. VWORRELL: No, sir.
i3 iR. FERGUSON: You believe that people are free to
14 || vorship and to follow their religion according to their own

15 || conscience, is that correct?

16 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.
17 MR. FERGUSON: And if someone's religious views hap-
18 pened.to:conrlict with yours, you would not let éhgt i;fluence
‘19 || your decision of guilt or innocence? |
20 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir, because they have the right
21 || to believe as theyilike to believe. :
22 MR. FERGUSON: Yes, ma'am. Now, Mrs. W;r?eii, the -
23 || one of the charges against all of the defendants is a conspiracy)

{ 24 to assault emergency personnel with firearms or a firearm. IS

there anything about the hatﬁre of that charge which causes you

+ canbbintil it

25
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1 to feel more strongly about that particular crime than you do 274
kinds of
2 about other/crimes?
3 MRS. WORRELL: Mo, sir. The only thing, I just don't
4 || believe in people carrying firearms.
5 iiR. FERGUSON: You don't believe in people carryin<
6 firearms?
7 MRS, WORRELL: No, sir, I don't.
8 MR. FERGUSON: You don't believe in anybody carrying
P
9 || firearms?
10 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir, I don't.
11 MR. FERGUSON: Well, I don't mean to be smart with
12 you, but do you believe the deputy back there at the door has
13 || the right to carry.....
- 14 MRS. WORRELL: Well, now, law officers have authority
15 || to; I believe in that, but I'm talking about the public in
16 ggneral.
17 MR. FERGUSON: You say you believe it's all right
'18 for police officers and law énforcement.officers to carry guns?
19 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir, just not the public in
20 || general.
21 MR. FERGUSON: I‘want toApursue ﬁhat juét a little
22 |l bit, Mrs. Worrell, because one of the charges is conspiracy to
23 assault with firearms, and I just'want to ask you a few ques-
24 tions about your views on firearms. Yéa understand, do you not
o5 || that the Second Amendment - Qell, that the United States
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Constitution provides that citizens shall have the right to

27

1
6 2 || bear arms?
3 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.
4 MR. FERGUSON: ©Now, of course; the:ea;re laws which #
5 place certain restrictions on that riéht; For instance, persons
6 are not lawfully able to conceal - to carry concealed weapons
7 off of his own premises, and there are also certain other kinds
8 || of restricfions; but outsid§ of those restrictions the Constitu-
9 || tidn says that people can bear arms. Now, if a person was
( 10 || bearing arms, was carrying firearms, in his own defense for his
11 own protection, would you hold that fact myainst him, the mere
"12 || fact that he had a firearm?
13 MRS. WORRELL: Not if he had it for his own protection,
e 14 no. |
15 MR. FERGUSON: So that if a person were charged, let's
16 say, with an assault with a firearm and it appeéred from the
¢ 4: 17 circumstances that the person did have a fireafﬁ.at the time
18 and the persorn put upfa claim of self-defense, Qouldﬂ§ou be
-19 able to look at all of the circumstances and make a 5udgment
20 b&sed on the evidence as to the guilt or innocence of that
21 person without holding it against that péfson that he had €ire-
22 arms at the particular time just because he hédrit?
23 MRS, WORRELL: Yes, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: If a claim is made that firearms were

found in or near .a church where some of the defendants had been,
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1 would that fact alone affect your verdict as to guilt or inno- 276
2 cence of the offenses charged here?
3 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir, because anyone could go to a
4 place like that and not know that they were there.
5 MR. FERGUSON: 1If a person knew that they were tiere,
6 would that fact alone?
7 MRS. WORRELL: Well, that might would, if they knew
8 it. .
£
9 MR. FERGUSON: Would you feel that a person had an
10 obligation to leave if they knew that firearms were there?
11 MRS. WORRELL: Well, that would be up to the incivi-
12 dual.
13 MR. FERGUSON: Well, would you hold it against him
14 if he didn't leave?
15 MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.
16 - MR. FERGUSON: All right. Mrs. Worrell, you have
17 heard me say on several occasions there are eleven people on h
18 trial here?
19 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir,
20 MR. FERGUSON: And they are all charged with a con-
21 spiracy - two conspiracies. Now, does the fact, the simple
22 fact, that there are a large number of defendants on trial,
23 eleven, cause you to believe now that there must have been some
>24 kind of conspiracy between £hém?_ ) -
w MRS. WORRELL: e, siz. T
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MR. FERGUSON: I pelieve I asked you if you would
hold it against them if they di .ctify or present evidence
in this trial at-all? |

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.

MPR. FLRGUSON: Pursuing that just a l1ittle further,

what if one Or two of the defendants decided to take the stanu

[~}

or to present evidénce in their behalfand others didAnot,

others decided they would rely on the weakness of the state's

case rather than present evidence as they are entitled to do,

would you hold it against the ones who didn't present evidence?
MRS. WORRELL: NO, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: You would be able to make an indivi-

277

14

15

16

20

21 .

22

23

24

25

dual judgment as to each one of these jndividuals on trial?

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: Dé you feel now that the mere fact tnat
they are on trial, that they have been charged with these
offenses, means they must héve been engaged in some wrongful
activity? i

MRS. WORRELL: NoO, sir.

MR. FERGUSOH: If the evidence should disclose or if

you knew that some or all of the‘defeﬁéénts were engaged in a
racial protest movement in Wilminéton during the time that theseg
offenses aré alleged to have occurred, would‘that fact alone
prejudice your mind against the defendants? I don't mean

prejudice in a racial sense; 1 mean, would you hold that fact
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against them?

MR. FERGUSON: You would be able to judge the evicence
independent of any racial movement or anything geing on at tnat
time, is that correct?

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.

©

10

11

12

MR. FERGUSON: You've also heard me mention, Mrs. |
Worrell, that Reverend Chav}s is associated with the North
cafolina-Virginia Commission for Racial Justlce?
MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: And that is an organization which has

as one of its purposes and tenets the eradication of racial

278
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13

14

15

16

17

23

24

25

discrimination in america. You have also hear rd me say that
George Kirby, Mr. Kirby, is a Field Organizer for the Southern
Christian Leadership conference, and that is an organization
which has as one of its tenets, purposes, eliminating racial

a
discrimination and formulating/grotherhood among people of all
races. Does the fact that these gentlemen are associated with
those organizations cause you to have an feelings towards them
or feelings against them?

IR et ]

MRS. WORRELL: No, sir.

»

R. FERGUSON: Now, Mrs. Worrell is there any reason
that you know of - I'm not asking you to tell me what it is,
now - why you feel that you cou 1d not sit as a juror in this

case and be completely fair and impartial in weighing the
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evidence and reaching a fair verdict?

27¢

1
9 MRS. WORRECLL: Well, it is not connected with this,
3 no, but I mean with my affairs at home I don't feel like I
4 could.
5 MR. FERGUSON: You féel it Qouid be a personal incon-
6 venience to you?
7 MRS, H , Sirs G
g8 || to live by himself. .
9 ‘ MR. FERGUSON: All right. Do you feel that that fact
( 10 would cause you to be unable to concentrate on the evidence?
11 MRS. WORRELL: I feel like I couldn't think about
12 that and this, too.
13 MR. FERGUSON: All right. So, you feel that you
-
A 14 || might not be able to pay full attention to everything that is
15 being said on the stand?
16 - MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir. I wouldn't be able to give
(. 17 it my full attention; | . - | ’
| 18 MR. FERGUSON: And you understand that this may be
19 a lengthy trial; you may be here for a good while, and it would
20 cause you some incgnveniencé?
21 ' MRS. WORRELL: .Ye;, sir.
22 MR. FERGUSON: Aﬁd it would affect your ability to
93 || 1listen to the evidence and hear it and weigh it, is that correct?
24 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, it would. |
25 MR. FERGUSON: You? Honor, I submit that i§ eause,

-
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1 and we would challenge the juror for cause.
2 TIIE COURT: !irs. Worrell, of course, you understand
3 that there may be and doubtless are many who have personal
4 affairs at home which they feel very much that they would pre-
5 fer and that they are needed there, you understand that?
6 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.
; T THE COURT: And that to some extent, at least while
; 8 they are here, they cannot avoid thinking about their personal
% 9 afgairs at home, you understand that? |
} 10 MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.
; ii MR. STROUD: Your Honor, may we approach the bench
i
é 12 just a second?
i
? 13 THE COURT: Yes, sir.
i
E 14 (ALL COUNSEL CONFER WITH THE COURT AT TII BEICIL.)
i 15 THE COURT: Iirs. Worrell, I do recall and I believc
; 16 || you méntioned this special circumstance when I asked for excuses
1 : h
% 17 || Monday?
i 18. MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir.
a 19 THE COURT: And I told you that I would defer. 1In
5 20 || view of your statements now and feeling that your situation is
3 21 || at least somewhat more acuté than tha£ of others, I will excuse
g 22 || you. I certainly appreciate 1it.
_ 23 MR. FERGUSON: Thank you, Mrs. Worrell.
i 24 CLERK: Cecil Rayvonne Bland (WHITE)..
25 MR. FERGUSON: You.are Mr. llerbert lMurray, is that

RO E
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1 | correct, the gentleman on the end?
2 MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir.
3 MR. FERGUSON: vou had a cousin on there before. I
4 || was trying to get the name straight.
' 5 MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir.
i 6 yR. FCRGUSON: iir. Murray, I believe you stated in
E 7 il response to the guestions by ir. Stroud that you bclléve eaca
. 8 one of these defendants deserves 2 fair trial?
E « 9 MR. MURRAY: That is correct.
: ( 10 MR. FERGUSON: Do you still feel that way about it?
11 MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir.
12 MR. FERGUSON: You have been in the court room herec
4 .
? 13 || since !onday?
i .
o 14 MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir.
E 15 MR. FERGUSON: Has anything occurred since that time
] 16 || which you feel would affect your ability to give them a fair
:, C 17 || trial? ERRE j*¥' | &
18 MR. MURRAY: You mean, negatively?
4 19 MR. FERGUSON: Yes, sir.
3 20 MR.- MURRAY: No, sir.
i 21. MR.iFERGUSON: What clubs of organiéations in the
22 || community do jou belong ﬁo, Mr. Murray?
23 MR. MURRAY: I belong to the Holly Missionary Baptist
4 24 Church; and I am an area or mostly an inactive member of the
'f 25 Pender County Rescue Squad. ‘When I say area member, that means

£ sl Al

/'
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that I live too far from town to take a regular part or be
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1
cr 2 active in an area such as the ambulance service, but in the
3 case of a man segrch through or on 1and or a drowning, at
4 || times I wouldbbé called in.
5 MR. FERGUSON: In your actiéities with the rescue
6 squad bring you in close contact with police officers from ti.we
| 7 || to time?
i 8 MR. MURRAY: No, §ir. The ones I have been on, I
b
% 9 have not.
% ‘( ' 10 MR. FERGUSON: Yes, sir. Do you have very close
? 11 I £riends or relatives who are members of a law enforcement
i
% 12 agency?
% 13 MR. MURRAY: The only thing of that nature, I have
1 ( 14 a son-in-law who is in the National Guard, in Wallace, North
; 15 Carolina.
z 16 MR. FERGUSON: National Guard in Washington?
] ( . 17 MR. MURRAY: In Wallace. | ’
% ’ 18 MR. EERGUSON: In Wallace?
i 19 MR. MURRAY: Wallace, North Carolina.
20 ) MR. FERGUSON: I see. Was he called to Wilmingtoﬂ
L E
; 21 durihg February, of '71?
22 MR. MURRAY: He was called to Wilﬁington once., I
1 23 don't remember whether it was in '71 or in a pribr year to
1
! 24 that time.
95 MR. FERGUSON: Yeé, sir.

il
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MR. MURRAY: I know that he went. He came back. He

said nothing to me as to what his duties or hi

n
o
]
o]
(

AL e aa T2

were. I did not ask him, and he did not tell me.
MR. FERGUSON: There was nothing about whatever his
experience was that might influence you in this case?

MR. MURRAY: No. There was nothing there, nothinqg

283

o

10

11

12

that he or I couldldo.

MR. FERGUSON: All right. You work at Caétle Hayne
at the General Electric Company, is that right?

MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: And you just farm on your own?

MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir.

-

Ve,

S UNICU

e

AL

r

13

14

.15

.16

17

18

- 23

24

25

2 P )

MR. FERGUSON: That keeps you pretty busy, doesn

P.
ot
-~

MR. MURRAY: Well, that's the reason that I made the
statement there was nothing we could do about it; we have too
much work of our own to do to worry about it.

MR. FERGUSON: I see. You have your own farm?

MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir.

MR, FERGUSON: What size is your farm?

MR. MURRAY: Well, it's about 450 acres total, and

about 90 acres cleared land that we farm.
MR. FERGUSON: Yes, sir. Now, you have heard these
cases discussed from time to time, have you not

MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir. When you say these case, I
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have heard some of the incidents that were told of these cases;
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1
it
f? 2 T knew what they were. The first time I knew exactly what/was,
| 3 was when the charges were made against them.
: 4 lR. FéRGUSON: tthen you heard them here in the court
, 5 room? {
. 6 MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir.
g 1 MR. FERGUSON: You hadn't formed any opinion, then,
é 8 about anything before coming to court?
? 9 “ MR. MURRAY: As to the defendants, no, sir.
? ( 10 MR. FERGUSON: Had you ever heafd any of the defendan%s'
i 11 names mentioned in connection with what you recognize now as
é 12 the charges before them?
] 13 MR. MURRAY: Mr. Chavis', I believe.
{
! 14 MR. FERGUSOW: And was that from just readinc the
? 15 paper?
j 16 MR. MURRAY: Reading and conversations and hearing
; <H 17 other employeeéiconversations at work. *
1 18 MR. FERGUSON: Despite anything you may have heard
19 || or read, do you feel that you can be fair and impartial? Do
§ 20 || you believe you can be fair to Mr. Chavis in this trial?
| 21 MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir. |
22 MR. FERGUSON: Do you believe you can be faif to the
23 ten other persons on trial here? | ‘
| 24 MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir.
; 25 MR. fERGUSON: You‘have never been in&ol#ed in law

il

rosTeeape
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enforcement work yourself, have you, other than the rescuc

o
c:

(9]

1

2 squad?

3 MR. MURRAY: 7Wo, sir.

4 MR. FERGUSON: Mr. Murray, do you have any feelinc:

5 of racial p;ejudice that you are awaré of?

6 MR. MURRAY: Ko, sir.

7 1fR. FERGUSON: You have heard me ask about the Caurch
8 of the Black Messiah, the Céngregation of the Black idessian?

9 ’ MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir.

( 10 MR. FERGUSON: The ten defendants we.represent are
i1 members of that cerch,'and Reverend Chavis is the minister of
12 it. Had you heard anything at all about the church or any
13 church before today?

14 MR. MURRAY: Only that - the name, and I have a hazy
15 idea of perhaps where it's jocated, and that's all.
16 MR. FERGUSON: You.knew or heard nothing about it to

(', 17 cause you'to form any impression about persons who might be
18 members of that church?

19 MR. MURRAY: No, sir.

20 MR. FCRGUSON: You believe that persons are free to
21 follow their own consciencé in matteré of religion and to wor-
22 ship according to the dictates of their own conscience?

23 MR. MURRAY: Yes, Sir.

24 MR. FERGUSON: And if a person’s religious views

g5 happen to cdnfiict with youfs, you would not let that influence

MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS
. OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER
WHITEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 28472




]
b 1 you in deciding the guilt or innocence of that person, would
L 2 || you?
! 3 MR. MURRAY:- No, sir. That would have nothing to do
g with whether hé is guilty of the crime or not.
; 4 MR. FERGUSON: It is known, Mr. llurray, that during
! 5 the weekend of February 5th and 6th in the preceeding week in
j 6 Wilmington there were certain racial tensions, there were ccr-
4
‘i 7 tain racial prot i lace. Some of the defen-
% 8 dants have been identified with the racial protest movenent
; 9 down there at that time. Would the fact that one or two or
_a ‘ 10 all of the defendants may have been involved in that movemnent,
: 11 would that cause you to have any ill-feeling toward them?
4
4 12 MR. MURRAY: Ill-feeling?
L | 13 MR. FERGUSON: Yes, sir.
%2 .
.j 14 MR. MURRAY: No, sir.
k|
g 15 MR. FERGUSON: Do you still feel you could judge
‘g 16 this case by the facts presented here, is that correct?
17 MR. MURRAY: I think those things -- I would consider
18 those things as an explanation as to why the defendants are
19 || charged.
20 MR. FERGUSON: All right, sir.
21 MR. MURRAY: And not as having any part of whether
22 !l they are guilty or not.
23 MR. FERGUSON: Yes, sir. Now, Mr. Murray, the trial
o4 || of a criminal case is a lot different from the trial of a civil
925 case. You are the only one up there that I know of now who sat
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on a jury before. Was that a jury that heard civil cases?

MR. FEBGUSON: Where somebody might sue somebody for
walking across fhéif property
and hitting him; all right; in those gind of cases, civil cases,
one side or.the other doesn't have to be proved beyond a rea-

sonable doubt, but in a criminal case the state is required to

287

there is to be presented from the witness stand, if you felt

prove its case beyond a reasonable doubt, otherwise, the defen-
dafit is entitled to a verdict of not guilty, you understand that

MR. FERGUSON: 'Now, if after you have heard evervthing

(V)

LT

.- 16

18
T 19
20

T o

22

some of the defendants were probably guilty, that they might
have done something wrong, that they could have done something
wrong, but you had a lingering doubt in your mind which was
reasonable, which was a reasonable doubt based on the evidence,
as long as you had that reasonable douot in.ydur mind would
you be able to acquit the defendants?
MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir.

;_MR. FERGUSON: And I take it, then, you would require

the state to prove its case beyond a reasonable doﬁbt before

you would convict anyone, is that correct?

MR. FERGUSON: Now, you have heard me talk about the
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 rights of defendants charged with crimes not to testify. If

r\r
o

~

1
%:} 2 you were charged with a crime, you would have a right not to
3 testify if you qhose to do that; and our Constitution says that
4 is not to bhe heid against you; that's your right; it's importany
5 enough to be in the Constitution. Iffaﬂy or some of the dcfcu.ints
6 in this casé decide to exercise that right, decide to rely cn
: 7 the weaknes;rof the state's case, would you in any wise holc
? 8 that against those persbns yho did not testify?
9 « MR, MURRAY: No, sir.
( 10 MR. FERGUSON: If some testified and others didn't,
11 || would that fact alone cause you to favor some and oppose othere
12 just because they testified, not - without regarding what tucy
13 said, just the fact that they took the stand?
@ 14 MR, IMURRAY: DNo, sir.
15 MR. FERGUSON: And you subscribe to that principle
16 of law, is tha£ correct? R
, i17 | MR. MURRAY: I subscribé‘to thé'prihéiple they must
(  i8 be guilty without a doubt. . | .
19 | WR. FERGUSON: There has been a lot of talk about
20 these cases. You have heard peopié talk about it on the job;
21 you have seen things about it on the newspapers - I mean, you
] 22 have read about it in the newspaper; ah&lseen things on T.V..
23 Would you have an uneasy feeling about the people you work with
24 énd associate with if you should find the defendanté not guilty
25 because you felt the evidence warranted that verdict; would you
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be able to face the people you work with the next day without
feeling uneasy about it?
MR. MURRAY: No, I could fact them; and it doesn't
make any difference whether I'm uneasy or not if I have done win3
was right here.

MR. FERGUSON: You would do what you felt was a

correct verdict in'you: own mind and not worry about what some—
body else may:think about it, is that correct?

’ MR. MURRAY: What the other folks, or you might say
either side said or thinks, would make no difference with me.

MR. FERGUSON: I take it, then, Mr. llurray, you know

of no reason why you could not sit as a juror in this case and

Lt
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14

15
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i

19

‘the noon—day period. As I said, when we recess the audience

18-

PRI

be completely fair and impartial and open-minded about it, is
that correct?
MR. MURRAY: That's correct.
. THE COURT: I believe we will recess at this time for
will depart from the court room before the defendants. All

right. Take a recess until two o'clock, Mr. Sheriff.

T TINY T
- (LUNCHEON RECESS.)

'~ (THE DEFENDANTS IN CUSTODY TAKE THEIR SEATS IN OPEN COURT.)
e . THE COURT: All right. Mr. Ferguson, you may resume.

MR. FERGUSON: Thank you, your Honor. Mrs. Walker?
- MRS. WALKER: Yes, sir.
- MR, FERGUSON: I want to ask you some questions now.

I believe you told us at the present time you are a housewife?

is that corxrect?
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: 1 MRS. WALKER: At the present I am.
é i?; 2 MR. FERGUSON: Have you worked outside the home?
% 3 MRS. WALKER:' Yes, I have.
? 4 MR. FERGUSON: Tell us if you will when was the lasct
é 5 time you worked outsidé the hone?
é 6 MRS. WALKER: January the 15th.
| 7 MR. FERGUSON: January, of '582
_ 8 MRS. WALKER: January 15th.
| 9 .’ MR. FERGUSON: January 15th, of this year?
( 10 MRS. WALKEﬁ: Yes. |
; 11 MR. FERGUSON: I see. And I believe you have children?
! 12 MRS. WALKER: Yes, I do.
; .13 MR. FERGUSON: How many do you have?
? éh 14 MRS. WALKER: Three children.
% 15 MR. FERGUSON: And what are their éges?
; 16 MRS. WALKER: 25, 21, and 13.
; w(' 17 MR. FERGUSON: Now, is the one 25 male or female?
E ~ 18 MRS. WALKER: Beg your pardca? '
f 19 MR. FERGUSON: Is the one 25 a man or a woman?
, o _
| 20 MRS. WALKER: Man.
j 21 ’MR. FERGUSON: And the one 21?
. 29 MRS. WALKER: Man.
23 MR. FERGUSON: And the 132
24 MRS. WALKER: It's a girl,
95 MR. FERGUSON: You don't know any of the defendants
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1 here, do you?
2 MRS. WALKER: Wo, sir.
3 MR. FERGUSON: Do you know llr. Stroud?
4 MRS. WALKER: No, sir.
5 MR, FERGUSON: This is your-first time being calle.d
6 for jury service?
7 MRS WALKER: Yes, sir,
8 MR. FERGUSON: Before you received the summons for
9 the service -- Before you received the summons from the sheriff
10 || to come up here, did you know anything at all about these cases?
11 MRS. WALKER: No, I did not.
12 MR, FERGUSON: Had you heard or read anything at all
13 about any events taking place in Wilmington in February, of
14 19712
15  MRS. WALKER: I read a sketch of it in the newspaper,
16 | and that's all.
17 MR. FERGUSON: Now, was that in February, of 1971,
18 when you read the sketch of it in the paper or was it some time
19 later?
20 MRS. WALKER: It was in February.
21 MR. FERGUSON: Have you heafd or read aﬁything about
22 it since that time?
23 MRS, WALKER: No, I haven't.
MR. FERGUSON: At the time you read a sketch of it in

~the newspaper in Tebruary,-did you discuss it with anyone?
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1 MRS. WALKER: No, I did not.
<§“ 2 MR. FERGUSOII: Did you hear anybody talk about it?
3 I1RS. WALKER: No, sir.
4 MR, FLRGUSON: Do you recall whether or not you rcaw
5 the names of any of these persons on trial here in connecticn
6 with that sketch that you read?
7 MRS. WALKER: Only ir. Chavis.
8 MR. FERGUSON: Thét's the only name that you recall
9 of “the defendants in connection with that?
( 10 MRS. WALKER: That's right.
11 MR. FERGUSON: Did vou form any opinion or impres:zinn
12 about iMr. Chavis at that time?
i3 MRS. WALKER: I did not.
e? 14 MR. FERGUSON: Have you formed any opinion or irnres-
15 sion about him since that time?
16 MRS. WALKER: No, sir.
( “17v MR, FERGUSON: Now, Mrs, Walker, haslény member of
'}iS_ your family ever been connected with a law enfércement agency,
19 that is, the police department, sheriff's department, or anvthing
20 of that sort?
?1' MRS. WALKER: No, sir.
22 MR. FERGUSON: Do you have -- Strike that. What
23 newspaper, if any, do you take, do you read regularly?
éi MRS. JAHKER: W1lm1ngt§n Morning Star. I read it
25 sometimes.,
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MR. FERGUSON: You read the Raleigh News and Observer?

to
O

1
2 HMRS. WALKER: MNo, I do not.
3 MR. FERGUSOM: What about the Wew hanover - the
4 llanover Sun, do you read that?
5 MRS. WALKER: No, sir.
6 MR. FERGUSON: You don't read the Wilmington Star .iews
7 | or do you read the ﬁilmington Star HNews? |
8 . MRS. WALKER: Sometimes I do.
9 MR. FERGUSON: I believe that's the same thing as tae
( 10 || Wilmington Morning Star, is that correct?
11 MRS. WALKER: 1It's the same thing.
12 MR. FERGUSON: You belong to any clubs or organiza-
13 tions in the community?
14 MRS. WALKER: Nothing but the church. I was a Girl
15 scout Leader, too.
16 MR. FERGUSON: And what church do you belong to, :rs.
<; 17 Walker?
18 MRS. WALKER: Antioch Holiness Church.
19 MR. FERGUSON: Iirs. Walker, have you heard or read
20 anything at all about the First Congregational Church of the
.21- Black Messiah, in Wilmington?
22 MRS. WALKER: Nothing but what I read in the paper.
23 MR; FERGUSON: Do you recall reading any of the names
" 94 || of the defendants as being connected with that church?
" 95 o © MRS. WALKER: Noboéy put Mr. Chavis.
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MR. FERGUSON: yWell, now, I'm going to tell you, lrs.
walker, that the nine defendants that I represent in addition
to Mr. Chavis are members of the First Congregational Church
of the Black Messiah, in wilmington, Nprth Carolina. Do you

have any feelings about their membership in that church based

on what you may have heard or read about the church as you

-1

recall it, would you hold it against ther in the trial of tnis

MO o Wi dais n! NQ r Sir [
MR. FERGUSON: Do you feel that you could be fair and
impartial if you are seated as a juror in this case?

MRS. WALKER: Yes, sir.

294
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22

23

24

25

MR. FERGUSON: Do you have any objections to black
people participating in racial protest movements protesting
d in-

.
<
e

against what they believe to be racial discrimination an
justice and that kind of thing? | |

MRS. WALKER: No, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: You féel fhat éeple are justified in
doing that if they choose to do that and-feel that way, is that
correct? |

MRS. WALKER: If the§ cgoéévté;

VR. FERGUSON: If the evidence in this case should
reveal that one, some, Or all of the defendants were engaged

in some kind of racial protest movement in Wilmington at the

time these charges arose, would that fact alone influence you
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1 || in your verdict, just that fact?
r 2 MRS. WALKER: No, sir.
3 MR. FERGUSON: Now, HMrs. Walker, you have heard me
4 || state to some of the other jurors that each defendant has a
5 || right protected by our Constitution te temain silent if he
6 || chooses to and not to testify if he doesn'®e want to testifv.
7 || Now, if any one, two, three, four, or all of these defendants
8 || should decide to exercise tpat right and not testify in this
9 césé, not present any w1tnessesT‘woui&—yeu—held—thatgagaingtgggi
10 || him? :
i1 MRSi WALKER: No, sir.
12 MR. FERGUSON: You would still be able to look at
13 whatevet.evidence the state presented and make a determination
14 based on that whether or not the state had proved its case
15 beyond a reasonable doubt, is that correct?
16 | . mRS. WALKER: Yes, sir.
(" 17 1-ﬁR. FERGUSON- Now, it may be kind of difficult for
18 you to get a plcture in your mind what a reasonable doubt is
19 all about. The Judge w111 explain it in his charge if you are
20 seated. But I do want to ask you this with respect to that:
21 || 1If efter hearlng the ev1dence in this case you felt that on
22 the basis of what you heard and saw in the court room that some
23 of the-defendants or all of the defendants,’as-the case may he,
94 || were probably guilty of some offense and that they may havcl
25 committed some wrong Or some offense and that they had the

29!
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oppértunity to conmit some wrong Or SORe offense, but you were
not convinced, novw, beyond a reasonable doubt that thoy in fact
comnmitted that offense, would you be able to f£ind then not
quilty in that instance if you nad a ;easonable Coubt in vour
mind about it?

i128. YALKER: No, sir.

w

10

11

12

“R. FERGﬁSON; You think, then, that if you felt tucy |
were probably guilty, whether the state had proven its case oOr
whether they had proven to you beyond a reasonable dount
or not, you would convict them because of the probability o:f
guilt? |

MRS. WALKER: I think they are innocent until thev

e e bl e B w—rs
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25

are proven quilty.

MR. FERGUSON: You think they are innocent right ncv,
is that correct?

MRS. WALKER: Yes, sir, until they are proven guilty.

MR. FERGUSON: All right. ©Now, you understand that
in order to be proven guilty they have to be proven guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt, you understand that?

WALKER: Yes, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: Néw, that's different from just a
probable guilt. I mean, a person - there can be circumstances
indicating that a person might have committed an offense with-
out really showing that he did it; are you following me?

'MRS. WALKER: I think so.
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; 1 MR. FERGUSON: All right. Now, I'm asking you - and 297
% 2 I know it may be a 1ittle confusing for you; if it is, Jjust
é 3 tell me about it - but.I'm asking you if the circumstances here
é 4 indicate that some of these defendants might have committed an
‘ 5 offense or .they probably committed an offense, but you weren't
6 sure in your own mind that they did beyond a reasonable doubt,
3 7 ,guld ou be able to find them not guilty because of the rea-
; 8 sonable doubt; would you be able to give them the benefit of
1 £
9 the doubt in your mind is what I am asking you?
* 10 MRS. WALKER: Yes, sir.
11 MR. FERGUSON: You wouldn't convict them just because
>i 12 you thouqht,-well, they could have done it?
13 MRS. WALKER: No, sir.
14 MR. FERGUSON: Or that they might have done it?
15 MRS. WALKER: No, sir.
16 ~ MR. FERGUSON: Now, of course, the defendants have
17 been here since Monday and you've been here since Monday?
18 MRS. WALKER: Yes, sir.
19 MR. FERGUSON: You have seen them going in and out
20 of the court room,and you have seen sheriff's deputies from
21 time to tine walk in with them and walk out with them, and you
22 have seen deputies at this door and that door and that door
23 and whatever doors we have got. Has anything tht has occurred
24 here in the court room since &ou have been here created in your
925 mind any feelings that migh£ influence you against the defendants
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in the trial of this case?

MRS. WALKER: NoO, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: You understand, then, that many, many

innocent people are unable to post bond some imes before they
are tried, and if they are unable to post that pond, if they

don't have the money to do that, then they are in the cus

w

of the sheriff, gou understand that? |
MRS. WALKER: Yes, sir.
MR. FERGUSON: And that doesn't'have anything to do
with any guilt at all, you understand that? |

sir.

MR. FERGUSON: Now, have any members of your family
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or close friends ever appeared as a witness for the state 1in a

case before?

MRS. WALKER: NoO, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: And you have not appeared>as a witness
for the state yourself, have you? ” |

MRS. WALKER: No, sir.

MR. FERGUSOﬁ: Now, Mrs. Walker, the chargesvagainst

efanﬂants

(=3 §L8 L=y

, of course, is - or one of the charges égainst
the defendants is a conspiracyAto burn #:mén's place'known as

Mike's Grocery, and a conspiracy to assault émergency personnel,
that's an assault on police officers and firemen and what-have-

you. Does the fact that eleven people are on trial here

together, does that indicate to you at this time or do you feel
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| at this time they nust have done something together since they

1

2 ||are on trial here?

3 MRS. WALKLR: Mo, sir.

4 MR. FERGUSON: You understand that each one of ther

5 || is being tried as an inaividual and that if seated as a jurcr

6 || you would make individﬁal judgrents in these cases, you under-

7 || stand that?

8 MRS. WALKER: Yes, sir.

9 ’ MR. FERGUSON: And if the evidence warranted it, if

10 || the evidence justified it, you would not have any hesitaticn

11 || about rendering a verdict of not quilty;if you felt in vouxr

12 |l mind that they were not guilty, would you have any hesitaticn

13 || about finding them not guilty?

14 4RS. WALKER: ©No, I would not.

15 ¥MR. FERGUSON: You wouldn't be concerned about what

16 || somebody might say to you about that or what sonebody might feel
felt you

17 || about that if you/were right in your own mind?

18 MRS. WALKER: Yes, sir.

19 MR. FERGUSON: Do you feel like you conld make uu

20 I your own mind about the evidence in this case?

21 MRS. WALKER: Yes, sir.

22 ¥R. FERGUSON: Do you -- Is there a reason known to

23 || yourself which you may wish to say something about or may not

24 || say something. about why you feel you could not sit as a juror

25 and be completeiy fair and impartial and open-minded in the
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1 {| trial of tnis case?
’ 2 MRS, WALKER: I didn't understand you.
3 MR. FERGUSON: I'm sorry. Do you know of any rcascn
4 || right now which you want to tell me about or don't want to toll
5 || me about - it doesn't matter; I'm not asking you what the reason
6 || is - why you could not sit as a juror and be completely faiu
7 || and impartial—andgopen:minded4in4this4ca5324444444444;4444444447444
8 MRS. WALKER: I do not.
9 ’ MR. FERGUSON: Mr, Moore, I believe it is?
{ 10 MR, MOORE: Yes, sir.
11 MR. FERGUSON: Pardon me one moment, sir. I belicw=o
12 || you told me you were 26 years old, married, and one child, i3
| i3 that correct?
Z 14 MR. MOORE: Yes, sir. 1I'll be 26 this month.
15 MR, FERGUSON: Twenty-six this montﬁ. Are you a
16 || native of Pender County?
; 17 MR. MOORE: Yes, sir. J
) 18 MR, FERGUSO&: What about your wife}ris she‘a native
19 || of Pender County, too?
20 MR. MOORE: Yes, sir.
21 MR. FERGUSON: What kiﬁé of ‘work d-b.'you do, Mr. Moore?
?2. MR. MOORE: I'm a chemical 6§erator for Diamond
23 Shamrock Corporation.
24 __ MR, FERGUSON: A chemical operator?
é5 __ MR. MOORE: Yes, sir.
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