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MR. FERGUSON : 

251 

I 
1 

C 2 

3 

Do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n v e n g  

IlR. FCRGUSON: Do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  anything 

wrong with an a l l  black church? 

1-IR. ROOKS : Nothing wrong with t h a t .  

5 (Iwrong with an a l l  white  church? 

6 ibiR. ROOKS: NO, s ir .  

/MR... FERGUSON : A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. Have you had any 

I1 8 a s s o c i a t i o n s  wi th  black persons in your life? 

! 
I 9 
i 

10 

- 11 

J MR. ROOKS: Yes. I have some good f r i e n d s  t h a t  a r e  

black. I work a t  Queensboro Steel. I a m  t h e  only white  person 

t h a t  works a t  t h e  warehouse as f a r  as....(REPORTER ASKS TO 

1 
2 12 
I 

i 
I 13 

t o  yourse l f  and o t h e r  white  persons? 

REPEAT). I say, I am t h e  only white  person t h a t  works a t  

Queensboro S t e e l  on Highway 4 2 1  t h a t  loads  and p u l l s  t rucks .  

: ( 
14 

15 

16 
- .  

17. 
(\' .; 

18 

A l l  t h e  rest are black. 

MR. FERGUSON: Are you doing t h e  same job t h a t  black 

persons a r e  doing? 

MR. ROOKS : I am. 

<R. FERGUSON: w e  you a b l e  to accept  black persons as 

7 
1 MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
I OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER 

WHITEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 28472 i 
- . -- - - .-- . -  -. ._.- --* .~."%...,.I*,-.-. s.%lt...c '-- "-7T" "f f--* 1 

20 

21 

22 

JYR. ROOKS: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You have no ob jec t ions ,  then,  to 

black  and white  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  school  together  and s i t t i n g  



f,lR. ROOKS: No. That's up to them. 

MR. FERGUSON; Do you find it personally objectionable 

11 MR. ROOKS: Well, no, I can't say that I do. 

252 1 

I1 MR. FERGUSON: Now, do you have any objections to 

social relationshir between persons of opposite races? 

black and white persons living in the same neighborhood? 

MR. ROOKS: No. I think colored people should live 

where they like. 

3 
MR. FERGUSON: You have no objections to their sharing I 

up to the individual, as far as I'm concerned. 

/ MR. FERGUSON: You would have no objection to a black 

< 10 

11 

14 person moving next door to you or in the apartment next to II 
where you live? I 

' 

'MR. ROOKS: That would be up to them. I wouldn't just 

take up and move. 

the same apartment houses? 

MR. ROOKS: That would be up to them. That would be 

:MR. FERGUSON: You wouldn't Iaove out if a black person 
. - 

moved in? . . . . 

; MR. ROOKS: NO, sir. I 
c - .  

MR. FERGUSON: Now, Mr. Rooks, you met Mr. Stroud 1 
23 11 rather closely at that time? I 

i 
22 

. - 

when you were Youth Director and you were associated with him 

24 

25 

- - 

....".- 

MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: He was rather active in the church? 
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4 I( Mr. Allen Cobb? I 

253 1 

c 2 

3 

MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Did you meet or did you know any other 

members of the solicit&'s staff of this district? Do you know 

5 

6 

i 
I 

7 

L 
L .  8 

9 I !  10 

I - 

11 

12 

13 

1 :  14 

1 .  15 

MR. ROOKS: No. 

#R. FERGUSON: If the evidence in this case should 

show that firearms were found - that firearms were found in a 
church where some or any of the defendants had been associated, 

3 

wouldgu tend to hold that fact against the defendants, that 

fact alone? 

MR. ROOKS: No, I wouldn't hold it against them. 

MR. FERGUSON: If an allegation was made, if a claim 

was made, if a charge was made, that a minister was associated 

with firearms, would your religious views cause you to hold 

that fact against that minister, just that fact alone? 

16 MR. ROOI<S: Well, now, you use firearms for hunting 

. -  . 
17 and stuff like that, and I enjoy hunting myself, so it wouldn't 

18 make any difference to me. 

19 MR. FERGUSON: If a minister used firearms for his 

-. 20 own protection? 

21 MR. ROOKS: As long as he was protecting himself, I 

22 wouldn't mind. 

23 MR. FERGUSON: Would the same thing hold true if he 

24 was protecting a church where he happened to be? 

25 MR. ROOKS: If he was protecting a church with firearms? 
u 

M R S .  SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER 

WHlTEVILLE. NORTH CAROLINA 28473 I 



MR. FERGUSON: With firearms, yes .  

MR. ROOKS: f don't know exactly how to answer that. 

I have never had to protect a church with firearms. 

MR. FERGUSON: I take it, then, you have never known 

of a church that has been attacked by firearms, is that correct? 

MR. ROOKS: That's correct. 

MR. FERGUSON: If one were attacked by firearms, do 

you think a minister would be justified to defend it with fire- 

arms? 

MR. ROOKS: That would be up to him. I would leave 

myself. 

14R. .FERGUSON: If he didn't leave, would you hold that 

against him? 

MR. ROOKS: If I didn't leave? Repeat the question. 

MR. FERGUSON: If he didn't leave - a minister - diin' 
leave the church which was being attacked by firearms, but 

stayed there to protect himself, would you hold that against 

him? 

MR. ROOKS: I£ he was protecting himself, I wouldn't 

hold it against him. We all have a right to protect ourselves. 

MR. FERGUSON: All right. You recognize, then, the 

constitutional right of a citizen to bear firearms and for 

citizens to arm themselves for their own self-protection and for 

protection within the confines of law, is that correct? 

MR. ROOKS: That's right. 
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MR. FERGUSON: Your views with reference to f i rearms 

is not the same as those of I4r. Thompson, the first juror I 

questioned? 

MR. ROOKS: No, I can't say that it is. 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, f4r. Rooks, have you heard of the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference? 

MR. ROOICS: I have heard of it, but I don' t know 

anything about it. 
I 

MR. FERGUSON: You heard me explain to Mr. Thom2son 

that it was the organization founded by the late Dr. Martin 

Luther King? 

MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: And that one of its purposes is to 

11 protest racial discrimination and racial injustice? I 
MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: And racial inequities in this country. 

Mr. Kirby, Mr. George Kirby over here, is an organizer for the 

Southern Leadership Conference (SIC) - Southern Christian Leader. 
11 ship Conference. Would that fact that ha is an organizer f o r  I 
that organization i n f luence  your decision with regard to him 

or any of the other defendants in this case, that fact alone? I 
MR. ROOKS: No. 1'11 base my decision on the evidence 

presented. 

MR. FERGUSON: The same thing, then, is true of I 
Reverend Chavis in his association with the North Carolina-Virg ifi 
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I //Commission for Racial Justice, is that correct? 

II MR. ROOKS: That's Correct. 

MR. FERGUSON: And the same is true for any of t% 
-- .* 
J I I other defendants as to any such organizations they might belong 11 to? 

II MR. ROOKS: That's correct. 

MR. FERGUSON: Does the fact that a large number of 

defendants are on trial here cause you to feel that they must 

llhave been associated in some unlawful enterprise? 

MR. ROOKS : No. 

If during the course of this trial all 

II of the defendants should exercise their right not to testify, 
to remain silent, would you hold that fact against them if they 

didn't take the witness stand or didn't put any witnesses on 

11 the witness stand? 
MR. ROOKS: Na. 

J EIR. PERGUSON: Do you presume them to be a12 innocent 

right now? 

II MR. ROOKS: According to the law, yes. They are 

1 1  innocent until proven guilty: that's the way I feel. 

21 

22 

t /  MR. FERGUSON: All right. Now, what about in your 

own mind; you in your own mind? Do you presume they are innocen I 
23 

24 

MR. ROOKS: I don't know what they have done, see. I 

know the charges made, but I don't know whether they have done 

t 
i 
i 

< 25 
it or not, so I couldn't say whether they are guilty or innocent 
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:heir  par t?  I 

257 
3 

1 

(C 2 

MR. ROOKS: Tha t ' s  correct. 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, you have observed t h e  defendants  

d' 
MR. FERGUSON: You don' t  feel like t h e  m e r e  fact  t h a t  

t hey  have been charged i s  any evidence of any w r o n g - d o i n g  on 

6 

I 
! 

, 9 ti&es c o m i n g  i n  with t h e m ?  II I I 

c o m i n g  i n  and o u t  of the  cour t  r o o m ,  have you no t?  

f 7 

1 8 

MR. ROOKS: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You have seen  deputies  a t  t h e  door 

MR. ROOKS: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You have seen s h e r i f f ' s  d e p u t i e s  s o m e -  

MR. ROOKS: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: H a s  a l l  of t h a t  created any i m p r e s s i o n  

12 
, 

4 13 

f f 

14 

15 

i n  your m i n d  about t he  defendants? 

back there and deput ies  up here, have you not? 

MR. ROOKS: Y e s ,  sir, 

I4R. FERGUSON: Y o u  have seen h i g h w a y  p a t r o l m e n  c o m i n g  

i n  and o u t  of t he  court  r o o m ,  have you not? 

MR. ROOKS: N o ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: VJould you hold it aga ins t  a m a n  i f  a 

bond i s  set on h i m  and he is  unable to make bond'and therefore 

h a s  t o  r e m a i n  i n  j a i l  a w a i t i n g  t r i a l ?  

23 

24 

25 

MR. ROOKS: N o .  

NR. FERGUSON: Y o u  r ea l i ze ,  then,  t h a t  s o m e  persons 

w h o  are charged w i t h  offenses are so poor t h a t  they c a n ' t  make 

- - 

" 
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1 

C 2 

3 

6 (lof any guilt or any wrong-doing on their part? I 

a bond and because of their poverty can't get out, you under- 

stand that? 

MR. ROOKS: I don't know whether they are poor or not, 

4 

5 

258  

but I know if they can't pay their bond they have to stay in. 

MR. FERGUSON: And you realize that is not any evidcnc I 

MR.- ROOICS: No, I don't. 

EIR. FERGUSON: DO you have any close friends who are 

I 7 
I 
I 
I 8 

I 9 

10 

11 

I1 officials of the state? 

MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Sir? 

I 

MR. ROOKS: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSOI?: DO you have any close friends who are 

members of any law enforcement agency? 

MR. ROOKS: NO. 

MR. FERGUSON: Would PU say that Mr. Stroud here is 
. . 11 the closest associaie you have in law enforcement work? 
' -  , 

i4R. ROOKS : .' ~ h &  ' only one thc t I know of. 

ilR. FCRGUSON: The only one. All right, sir. Do I 

I I understand you have never formed any opinion about any of tho 
%- 

defendants in relation to this trial? 
ever 

MR. ROOKS: The only one I haveheard mentioned was 

Ben Chavis as far as I remember, and whether he is guilty or 

not, I have no way of knowing. 

MR. FERGUSON: Have you formed any opinion that m i g h t  
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1 

C 2 

3 

1 7 Ilthat c o r r e c t ?  I 

4 

5 

6 

i n  any w i s e  he adverse t o  him? 

MR. ROOKS: Mo, sir .  

I3R. FERGUSON: Have you formed one that might be 

favorable  t o  him? 

MR. ROOKS: E?o, sir. 

MR. FCRGUSON: YOU have an open nind about t h a t ,  i r  

12 II LW. ROOKS: yes ,  sir. I 

255' 

8 

9 

10 

11 

MR. ROOKS: Y e s ,  sir. 

.r 
MR. FERGUSON: You understand t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  charges 

here are conspi r ing  t o  burn, and burning, and conspi r ing  t o  

a s s a u l t  emergency personnel? 

13 

14 

MR. FERGUSON: 1s t h e r e  anything about  t h e  na tu re  of 

those  charges themselves which would cause you t o  more r e a d i l y  
, 
i 

I 
15 

i 

i 
16 

1 

1 ( 
17 

I 18 

19 
i 

t 20 

I 
I 

21 

1 22 
1 

conv ic t  someone who i s  charged with those t h i n g s  than  someone, 

say ,  charged wi th  something e l s e ?  Do you have any s t r o n g  feel- 

i n g s  about those  charges? 

MR. ROOKS: N o ,  I haven' t .  

MR. FERGUSON: Now, knowing what you do about Mr. 

Stroud and having assoc ia ted  with  him some t h e r e  i n  t h e  church, 

do you have any f e e l i n g s  t h a t  Mr. Stroud wouldn't prosecute  

anyone who wasn ' t  innocent? 

23 

24 

25 

MR. ROOKS: Say t h a t  again, please?  

MR. FERGUSON: Do you have a f e e l i n g  t h a t  M r .  Stroud 

would n o t  prosecute  anyone who was innocent? 

- 
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II MR. FERGUSON: You can c o n c d v e  of  circumstances whcrc 

I 
1 

ti 11 MR. FERGUSON: And would you have any uneasy feelin<; 

MR. ROOKS: No, I don ' t .  

3 

4 

5 

II about  a v e r d i c t  which came i n  and s a i d  your f r i e n d ,  M r .  S t roud,  

260 

he might b r i n g  a case i n t o  c o u r t  and t h e  person was innocent  of 

t h e  charge t h a t  he prosecuted? 

MR. ROOIG: Yes,  sir. 

8 llyou brought i n  some innocent  people he re  and t r i e d  them and we I 
9 

10 

11 

12 

. . 

15 11 ilr. Rooks, which you may wish t o  express Lo me o r  no t  t o  enpiass 

foukd them n o t  g u i l t y ;  would you f e e l  uneasy about t h a t ?  

MR. ROOKS: No, I wouldn't.  

MR. FERGUSON: You d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  would impair  your 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  a t  a l l ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

13 

14 

MR. ROOKS: No, I don't. 

MR. FERGUSON: Is t h e r e  any reason tha t  you know o f ,  

MR. FERGUSON: Thank you. And I haven ' t  offendeu you I 

16 

17 

18 

by any ques t ions  t h a t  I have asked you, have I? I 

t o  m e  why you feel you could n o t  be completely f a i r ,  open-minded, 

and i m p a r t i a l  i n  t h e  t r i a l  of t h i s  case?  
1 

MR. ROOKS : No. 
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21 

22 

23 

24 

25 ! 

MR. ROOKS: No. 

MR. STROUD: May I approach t h e  bench, your Honor? 

THE COURT: We are about to conclude. W e  w i l l  take 

a br ief  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  Observe t h e  admonitions I have 

- -  - . - - - gi'ven you before-.- - . - - - - .  - - a  - 



(MORNING BREAK. ) 
(THE DEFENDANTS 114 CUSTODY TAKE THEIR SEATS IN OPEN COURT.) 

THE COURT: You may proceed, I l r .  Ferguson. 

MR. FERGUSON: Thank you, your Honor. Mr. Edens? 

MR. EDENS: Yes, sir. 
' . .  

MR. FERGUSON: Do you belong to any clubs or organiza- 

6 11 tions in the community? I 
MR. EDENS: At one' time I was. 

MR. FERGUSON: Can you tell us what they were? 
I 

1 .  11 MR. EDENS: K.K.K. I 

MR. EDENS: About six months. 

I MR. EDENS: That's right. 

MR. FERGUSON: When did you terminate your membership 

in that organization? 

I MR. EDENS: It must have been a year or two. ago. 

MR. FERGUSON: Sir? 

MR. EDENS: A year or two ago. 

I MR. FERGUSON: Have you belonged to any other organi, 

1 zation which held similar views to that organization,  Xr. Edens? 

MR. EDENS: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Did anything happen which caused you 

to end your membership in that organization? 

I I MR. EDENS: No, sir. 

I MR. FERGUSON: And how long did  you belong to it? 
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Do you believe that you feel that by your past affiliation with 
not 

the organization you might/be able to be completely fair and 

MR. FERGUSON: Just let me ask you this, Mr. Edens: 

impartial in the trial of this case? 

MR. EDENS: It's possible. I don't know. 

2 6 2  

MR. FERGUSON: Sir? 

MR. EDENS: It's possible. I don't know. 

MR. FERGUSON: I want to ask you some questions about 

it-; Mr. Edens, and I want you to understand that I am asking 

these questions in order to help you and us to understand your 

(1  ability to (SOMEONE COUGHED HERE) the facts in this case, an.: I II in doing so I want you to accept these questions that I ask 11 that spirit. I 
P?IR. EDENS:  O k a y .  

MR. FERGUSON: #re Edens, it is -- I don't really know 
that much about the organization, but it is generally believed 

that it is an organization which is held to the belief of white 

supremecy; am I correct in that assumption? 

MR. EDENS:  Right. I 
MR. FERGUSON: Nour ,  was it such a belief at that time 

that led you to join the organization? 

MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
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- - 

MR. EDENS: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: And did you personally feel that way 

at the time you maintained membership in the organization? 

MR. EDENS: Yes, sir. 



MR. FERGUSON: Now, have you r econs ide red  that positio 

I r .  Edens? 

MR. EDENS: Yes, sir.  

MR. FERGUSOIJ: D o  you f e e l  that you s t i l l  have sorqc 

)f those f e e l i n g s  t h a t  l e d  you t o  take up membership i n  that 

MR. EDENS: I still have s o m e  of them, y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: D o  you f e e l  t h a t  t h o s e  f e e l i n g s  might 
d 

i n f luence  you i n  t h e  t r i a l  of t h i s  case? You have ten b l a c k  

?ersons  on t r i a l  here .  They are charged with consp i racy  t o  

Durn t h e  store of a whi te  man. Th i s  a r o s e  o u t  of r a c i a l  ten- 

s ions  i n  t h e  City of Wilrnington i n  February,  1971. Do you feel 

IOU might t e n d  t o  be influenced by some f e e l i n g s  about  t h a t ?  

MR. EDENS: I could. I c a n ' t  say. 

MR. FERGUSON: You c a n ' t  say r i g h t  now, h u t  you could 

lraw t h o s e  f e e l i n g s  out of your mind? 

MR. EDENS: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

MR. FERGUSON: M r .  Edens, I appreciate your honesty 

in answering those questions. I f  your Honor please, we cha l l enq  

the j u r o r  for cause .  

THE COURT: A l l  r i g h t .  You may be excused. 

CLERK: Roger Dale Tew (WHITE). 
. . 

MR. FERGUSON: Mrs. Worrel l?  - I 

MRS. 'WORFUILL: Yes. . - 

MR,*FERGUSON: I just managed t o  misplace my notes 
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4 11 you do? 

264  1 

2 

9 

MRS. WORRELL: I a m  a h o u s e w i f e .  

MR. FERGUSON: A h o u s e w i f e .  I bel ieve  you t o l d  ne 

asked 
t h a t  I had taken  w h e n  you w e r e / q u e s t i o n s  before, and I m a y  be 

r e p e t i t i o u s  i n  s o m e  of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I ask you; and I hope 

you w i l l  bear w i t h  m e . -  T e l l  m e  again: W h a t  k i n d  of w o r k  do 

your husband was disabled, i s  t h a t  correct? 

MRS. WORRELL: Y e s ,  sir. 

5 
MR. FERGUSON: And you have five children? 

MRS. WORRELL: Y e s .  They are all a w a y  f r o m  h o m e  bu t  

one. I 
l2 11 MR. - FERGUSON: E x c u s e  m e ?  I 

MRS. WORRELL: 

MR. FERGUSON: 

MRS. WORRELL: 

disabled. 

MR. FERGUSON: 

h o m e ?  

MRS. WORRELL: 

MR. FERGUSON: 

MRS. WORMLL: 

MR. FERGUSON: 

T h e r e  is  no t  but  one a t  h o m e .  

Only one a t  h o m e ?  

Yes, and he w o r k s ,  and my husband i s  

I see. What age i s  t h e  one w h o  i s  

W h e r e  does he w o r k ?  , 

D i a m o n d  S h a m r o c k ,  a t  C a s t l e  H a y n e .  

H a v e  you ever worked outside the  h o m e ?  

MRS. WORRELL: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: What kind of work did  you do? 

MRS. WORRELL: Sewing machine operator and telephone 

- - 
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MR. FERGUSON : ;.lay I ask  h o w  long ago t h a t  was t h a t  

265 1 

you w o r k e d  o u t s i d e  t h e . h o m e ?  I 

operator. 

MRS. WORRELL: I t  has been about four  years. I 
MR. FERGUSON: DO you have any relatives i n  Wilrninnton 

. 

I . .  
6 11 or  New H a n o v e r  C o u n t y ?  I 

MRS . WORRELL : Yes, sir. I have s o m e  cousins t h a t  

8 11 l i v e  i n  W i l m i n g t o n ,  and I have a brother t h a t  lives i n  Leland.  1 
J 

MR. FERGUSON: D o  you v i s i t  w i t h  them very o f t en?  

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir; and I have a brother  t h a t  

l i v e s  i n  W i l m i n g t o n .  I forgot about h i m .  

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir. 

2 
12 

d 13 

MR. FERGUSON: What sect ion of t h e  c i t y  does he l i v e  

MR.- FERGUSON: Y o u  have a brother t h a t  l ives  i n  

W i l m i n g t o n ?  

i n ?  

MRS. WORRELL: O n  13th and N u n ,  I believe. 

MR. FERGUSON: And do you v i s i t  w i t h  h i m  f r o m  t i m e  

t o  time? 

MRS. WORRELL: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: I 'bel ieve you indicated t h a t  you had 

heard and read about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in w i l m i n g t o n  i n  February, 

of ' 7 1 1  

MRS. WORRELL: Y e s ,  sir, on T.V. and i n  the  n e w s p a p e r  

MR. FERGUSON: Did you have occasion t o  discuss  this 
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MRS. W0RRELL:- N o ,  sir. We don't discuss  such as 

1 

2 

t h a t .  W e  have other t h i n g s  t o  t a l k  about w h e n  w e  ge t  together. 
,. . 

MR. FERGUSON: M a ' a m ?  

MRS. WORRELL: W e  have better t h i n g s  t o  t a l k  about 

w i t h  your  brother and f r iends or relat ives who l ived  there i n  

W i l m i n g t o n ?  

w i g h  then a t  a l l ?  

MRS. NORFULL: No. 

266  

7 

8 

MR. FERGUSON: H a v e  you discussed it w i t h  any othcr I 

w h e n  w e  g e t  together. 

MR. FERGUSON: I see. So, you haven ' t  discussed it 

MRS. WORRELL: N o ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: What n e w s p a p e r s  do you read? 

MRS. IQORRELL: T h e  W i l m i n g t o n  S t a r  N e w s .  

MR. FERGUSON: S tar  N e w s .  D o  you read . the  . H a n o v e r  

Sun? 

MRS. FIORRELL: NO, sir. 

blR. FERGUSON: I n  reading about t h i s  i n  the paper, 

lldid you - do you recall  reading t he  names of any of t i l e  defcn- 

d a n t s  i n  connection w i t h  t he  art icles? 

MRS. WORRELL: N o ,  sir,  M r .  C h a v i s  and I.&. Kirby are 

1 1  t he  only t w o  names that I r e m e m b e r  reading. 

MR. FERGUSON: And have you read or h e a d  s o m e t h i n g  
* I 

about t h e m  s i n c e  February, '71? 
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C l4R. FLilGUSOil: In connection with these trials here? 

2C7 
1 

recall the substance of what you read in the various articles I 

XRS. WORRELL: No , sir. 

3 

4 

6 11 you may have seen? 1 

1-IRS. WORPXLL:' NO, sir. 

I.lR. FERGUSON: Do you recall what you read? 120 you 
,. . 

of-<these gentlemen at that time? 

7 

8 

MRS. WORRELL: NO, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Did you form any impression of any one 

13 Ildeiendantr on trial? 

10 

11 

12 

14 I1 MRS. WORRELL: NO, sir. 

NRS. VIORRELL: N o ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Have you since that time formed an 

opinion of either one of these gentlemen or any of the other 

MR. FERGUSON: What clubs or organizations are you 

MR. FERGUSON: The church and the Hone Demonstration I 

; . .,. 
-- . 16 

I .. .. , 
.. 

: ' (  ; .  17 
* .- $' '' 

18 

20 11Club. What about your husband; is he affiliated with any organi 1 

affiliated with, LWS. Worrell? 

MRS. WORRELL: Nothing but the church and the Home 

Demonstration Club. 

1 - -. 21 

, . 
f 

I 
22 

I 
1 
i 23 

I 

24 

25 I 1 -- 
i 

i 

zations or clubs that you know about? 

MRS. WORRELL: The ~merican legion, and the Disabled 

American Veterans, and the church. 

MR. FERGUSON: And your son who lives there in the 

home with you? 
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MRS.. WOWLL: Nothing but the church ,  and the 

American Legion. 

MR. FERGUSON: Does either your husband or your son 

hold an office in the American Legion? 

MRS. MORRELL: No, sir. Ny husband isn't able to do 

anything. 

MR. FERGUSON: I see. Do any members of your imneclia 

family - by that I mean your husband, you, or your son - hold 
an; office in the church? 

MRS. WORRELL: I do, in the Women's Circle. 

MR. FERGUSON: All right. Now, tell me again what 

church that is? 

MRS. WORRELL: White Rocky Point Presbyterian Church, 

at Rocky Point. 

MR. FERGUSON: D o  any black persons attend the church 

MRS. TIJORRELL: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Have you ever belonged to any blub or 

organization chat had black persons as members of it? 

XRS. WORRELL: No, sir. Well, now, the Home Demon- 

stration Club does. 

MR. FERGUSOlJ: The Home Demonstration Club does? 

MRS. WORRELL: You know, it's the whole county; its 

county-wide members it does. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you have occasions to be in meeting 

from t i m e  -%o - t i m e  with black persons? 
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MRS. WORR3LL: Y e s ,  sir,  at council meetings. 

PlR. FERGUSON: D o  you have b l a c k  persons on the 

council? 

MRS. WORRELL: I don't know whether they are h o a r u  

members or .not, but I do know they are present at the  rnee t ink~s  

we have. 

MR. FERGUSON: Have you had occasion to have c o n t a c t  

w i t h  black persons in your everyday affairs? 
s 

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir. I work with  them. 

MR. FERGUSON: At the telephone company and a t  tile 

sewing place? 

MRS. V?ORRXLL: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Have you ever had them visit w i t h  you 

in your home on a social basis? 

MRS. MORRELL: N o ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Or you in theirs? 

MRS. WORRELL: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Have you hau occasion t o  visit blaclr 

persons  i n  their hone on social  occasions? 

MRS. WORRELL: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: D o  you feel that black persons are 

equal t o  whi te  persons in every r e s p e c t ?  

MRS. WORKELL: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you have any feelings against black 

c h i l d r e n  and whi te  children attending school together, s i t t i n g  
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in the same class room together side-by-side and learning to- 

gether? 

MRS. WORRELL: NO, sir. 

LlR. FERGUSON: Do you have any objections to social 

relationships between persons of opposite races? 

MRS. WORRELL: No, sir. 

M R .  FERGUSON: If during the trial of this case, iwirs. 

Worrell, black persons and white persons are called to the 

wigness stand, would you tend to take the word of a white per- 

son more quickly than you would that of a black person simply 

because of the race of the person that was involved? 

MRS-. WORRELL: No, Sir. 

I4R. FERGUSON: Do you have any close friends or rela- 

tives who are police officers or law enforcement officers or 

associated with law enforcement agencies? 

MRS. WORRELL: N o ,  sir. 
- 

MR. FERGUSON: If seated as a juror in this case, do 
. - 

you 'feel that you would more readily believe what a police 

officer said than what some other person said simply because 

he was a police officer? 

MRS. 'WORRELL: NO, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You would be able to listen to their 

evidence and weigh it along with all the other evidence? 

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: If any, some or all of the defendants, 

- - 
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decided t o  t e s t i f y ,  would you tend t o  d i s b e l i e v e  what they  s a i d  

simply because they  are t h e  ones charged? 

MRS. WORRELL: No, sir. 

i4R. FERGUSON: You could l i s t e n  t o  what they had t o  

say  and weigh it a long  w i t h  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  evidence i n  t h i s  

case?  

MRS. W O R m L L :  Yes, sir. 

MR. FEZGUSON: Suppose none of  them t e s t i f i e d  i n  t h e  

t f i a l  of t h e  case ,  would you hold t h a t  a g a i n s t  them; would you 

f e e l  they were h i d i n g  something from you because they  did n o t  

t e s t i f y ?  

MRS. WOP.RELL: No, Sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: M r s .  Worrel l ,  i f  a f t e r  a l l  t h e  evidenc 

i n  t h i s  c a s e  has  been presented ,  whatever it is ,  you w e r e  l e f t  

wi th  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  maybe t h e s e  defendants  - some of  them o r  

a l l  of them or  any of them - d i d  something wrong and probably 

they are g u i l t y  of what they  a r e  charged wi th ,  b u t  you weren't 

convinced i n  your own mind they  were i n  f a c t  guilty beyond a 

reasonable  doubt,  would you be a b l e  t o  f i n d  them n o t  g u i l t y  

under those  circumstances? 

MRS. WORREU: Y e s ,  sir, i f  I had a doubt i n  my mind 

t hey  were n o t  g u i l t y .  - - -  

MR. FERGUSON: You would be a b l e  t o  give them t h e  

b e n e f i t  of t h a t  doubt? 

MRS.- -WORRELL: - .  Yes, . sir-. - .  . .. - - -  - . - - -  , 
+ 

- - . _  _ - -  - .  - - - - - -  . -  

- - - - - - - - -- - - - -- -- - - _ - - - - -  - -. -- - 
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MR. FERGUSON: You d o n ' t  conce ive  o f  your du ty  as a 

j u r o r  t o  c o n v i c t  people  who come i n t o  c o u r t ,  do you? 

MRS. WORRELL: Not u n t i l  t hey  are proven t o  be g u i l t y  

or e i t h e r  innocent .  

MR. FERGUSON: Well, l e t  m e  j u s t  p u t  it t h i s  wag: 

Do you unders tand t h a t  it i s  your  du ty  t o  - t h a t  it i s  as r ,~ucn  

your  du ty  t o  a c q u i t  i f  you are n o t  convinced of  g u i l t  beyond a 

r ea sonab le  doubt  as it i s  t o  c o n v i c t  i f  you are convinced 

bLYond a r easonab le  doubt? 

MRS. FIORRELL: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You unders tand  t h a t ,  and you woul6 be 

I 
I able t o  f o l l o w  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e ?  

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You've heard  m e  ask one or two o t h e r  

I j u r o r s  about  t h e  t h e  F i r s t  Congregat ional  Church of t h e  Dlac : :  

Messiah, ' in Wilmington, w i t h  which t h e  de fendan t s  are a s s o c i a t e d  

wi th?  

. . MRS. W O R ~ L L :  Yes, s ir .  . . 

MR. FERGUSON: D o  you know any th ing  at a l l  about t h a t  

church;  have you heard  of  i t ?  

MRS. WORRELL: I ' v e  heard  of  it, but that's all. 

MR. FERGUSON: D o  you know where you heard about  it? I 
MRS. WORRELL: On T.V. I 
MR. FERGUSON: Did you h e a r  any o f  the names of any I 

o£ t h e  de fendan t s  be ing  aksoc i a tod  w i t h  t h e  church? 
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4 I lbother  you o r  g i v e  you an  uneasy f e e l i n g ?  

2 7 2  1 

C 2 

3 
1 

!~ns .  W ~ R R E L L :  If I did. I dicln ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  

t o  it. 

IIR. FERGUSOir: Does t h e  concept  of a black : C s s i n h  

il 5 
1 

6 

7 

8 

9 

( 10 

11 

12 

13 r 
14 

- .  15 

16 

( - 

17 

- .  l8 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

I - , .  

23 

24 
' -  

25 

133s. ??ORRTLL: No, sir. 

Jm. FERGUSOII: 1f t h e  clef enclants - any o r  all of .L.. I - 

helong t o  a church which espoused t h e  view of a b lack  iIessiz!l. 

would you hold  t h a t  a g a i n s t  them i n  t h e  t r i a l  of t h i s  case i n  

determining t h e i r  g u i l t  o r  innocence? 

MRS. VJORHELL : NO, sir . 
;IR. FERGUSON: You would not?  

IIRS. VIORPXLL: NO , sir. 

MR. FERGUSOB: You b e l i e v e  t h a t  people  a r e  f r e e  t o  

worship and t o  f o l l o ~ u  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  according t o  t h e i r  oljrc 

conscience,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

PIRS. WORRELL: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: And i f  someone's r e l i g i o u s  views :lap- 

pened t o  z o n r l i c t  w i th  yours.  you would no t  l e t  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  

your d e c i s i o n  of g u i l t  o r  innocence? 

I4RS. MORRELL: No, sir ,  because they  have t h e  r i g h t  

t o  b e l i e v e  a s  they  l i k e  to be l i eve .  
+ 

MR. FERGUSON: Y e s ,  ma'am. Now, Nrs. Worre l l ,  t h e  - 
one of t h e  charges  a g a i n s t  a l l  of t h e  defendants  i s  a conspiracy 

t o  a s s a u l t  emergency personnel  w i th  f i r ea rms  o r  a f i r ea rm.  Is 

t h e r e  anything about  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h a t  charge which causes  you I --I-- MRS. SYLVIA P EDWARDS 
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t o  f e e l  more s t r o n g l y  about  that p a r t i c u l a r  c r i m e  than  you uo 
k inds  of 

about other /cr imes? 

,EIRS. MORPXLL: No, sir.  The on ly  t n i n ~ ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  

be l i eve  i n  people  c a r r y i n g  f i r e a r m s .  

i.iR. FERGUSON: You d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  people  carryin:: 

f i r ea rms?  

MRS. WORRELL: No, sir, I don ' t .  

MR. FERGUSON: You d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  anybody c a r r y i n g  

MRS. WORRELL: No, sir,  I d o n ' t .  

NR. FERGUSON: W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  mean t o  be smart w i t ! ?  

you, b u t  do you b e l i e v e  t h e  deputy back t h e r e  a t  t h e  door has 

t h e  r i g h t  t o  carry. . . . .  

IIRS. WORRELL: W e l l ,  now, law o f f i c e r s  have a u t h o r i t y  

t o ;  I b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t ,  b u t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  

genera l .  

MR. FERGUSON: You say you b e l i e v e  i t ' s  a l l  r i g h t  

f o r  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  and law enforcement o f f i c e r s  t o  c a r r y  guns? 

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir ,  j u s t  n o t  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  

genera l .  

MR. FERGUSON: I want to pursue that just  a l i t t l e  

b i t ,  Worrel l ,  because one of t h e  charges  is conspi racy  t o  

a s s a u l t  w i th  f i r ea rms ,  and I j u s t  want t o  ask  you a f e w  ques- 

t i o n s  about  your views on f i rearms .  You unders tand,  do  you n o t  

t h a t  t h e  Second Amendment 0 w e l l ,  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  
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2 11 bear arms? I 
MRS. WOWLL: Yes, sir. I 

2 7 5  1 

# 
MR. FCRGUSON: Now, of course, there are laws which 

Constitution provides that citizens shall have the right to 

place certain restrictions on that right. For instance, person 

6 11 are not lawfully able to conceal - to carry concealed weapons 

7 )I off of his own premises, and there are also certain other kincls 

8 1 of restrictions; but outside of those restrictions the Consiitu 1 
9 11 tidn says that people can bear arms. Now, if a person was 

l2 11 fact that he had a firearm? 
( 10 

11 

bearing arms, was carrying firearms, in his own defense for his 

own protection, would you hold that factqainst him, the mere 

13 

C 14 

17 11 circumstances that the person did have a firearm at the time I 

MRS. WORRELL: Not if he had it for his own protectio , 

no. 1 
15 

16 

MR. FERGUSON: So that if a person were charged, let' 

say, with an assault with a firearm and it appeared from the i 
20 11 based on the evidence as to the guilt or innocence of that I 

' 18 

19 

and the persol: put up a claim of self-defense, would you be 

able to look at all of the circumstances and make a judgment 

21 

22 

person without holding it against that person that he had lire- 
. ~ 

arms at the particular time just because he had it? 

23 

24 
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276 1 

2 

3 

6 (1 would t h a t  f a c t  a lone? 1 

would t h a t  f a c t  a lone  a f f e c t  your v e r d i c t  a s  t o  g u i l t  o r  inno- 

cence of t h e  o f fenses  charged here? 

MRS. WORRELL: NO, sir, because anyone could go t o  a 

4 

5 

p lace  l i k e  t h a t  and no t  know t h a t  they were t h e r e .  

1R. FERGUSON: I f  a person knew t h a t  they were there, 

7 

8 

9 

10 

14 11 if he d i d n ' t  leave? I 

MRS. WORRELL: Well, t h a t  might would, i f  they  k n c ; ~  

it. 
3 

MR. FERGUSON: Would you f e e l  t h a t  a person had an 

o b l i g a t i o n  t o  leave  i f  they knew t h a t  f i rearms w e r e  t h e r e ?  

11 

12 

13 

MRS. WORRELL: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r ight.  idre. Worrel l ,  you have 

24RS. NORPSLL: P7e11, t h a t  would be up t o  t h e  inCivi.- 

dual. 

MR. FERGUSON: W e l l ,  would you hold it a g a i n s t  h i m  

18 (1 t r i a l  here? I 
17 

MRS. WORFU3LL: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: And they are a l l  charged with a con- 

heard m e  say on s e v e r a l  occasions t h e r e  a r e  eleven people on I 

II sp i racy  - two conspi rac ies .  
Now, does t h e  f a c t ,  t h e  s i m p l e  

t h a t  t h e r e  are a l a r g e  number of defendants  on t r i a l ,  

23 / /  eleven,  cause you to b e l i e v e  now t h a t  t h e r e  must have been solre 
. - - - 

25 

kind of conspiracy between them? 
- - - - - - . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - 

MRS. WORRELL: NO, s i r .  
- -- - - - --- -- - - - -- -- - - . .-__ _ .. _-I___. _. __ .-. - .  . 
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MR. FERGUSON: I believe I asked you if you would 

hold it against them if they didn't testify or present evidencc 
.k 

i n  this t r i a l  at all? 

FIRS. \JOP,PELL: Yes, sir. 

MI?. FCPGUSOIJ: Pursuing that just a little f u r t h n r ,  

what if one or two of the defendants decided to take t he  stan!;  

or to present evidence in t h e i r  behalf and others did not, 

others decided they would r ~ l y  on the weakness of the state's 
J 

case r a t h e r  than present evidence as they are entitled to do, 

would you hold it against the ones who didn't present evidence? 

i lXS.  WORPSLL: Xo, sir. 

MR. FERGUSOI?: You would be able to make an i n d i v i -  

dual judgment as to each one of these individuals on trial? 

IlRS.  YIORRELL: Yes,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you feel now t h a t  the mere fact tha 

they are on trial, that they havk been charged with these 

offenses, means they must have been engaged in some wrongful 

activity? 

MRS. WORRELL: NO, Sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: If the evidence should disclose or if -. . . 

you knew that some or all of the defendants were engaged in a 

racial protest movement in Wilmington during the time that thes 

offenses are alleged to have occurred, would that f a c t  alone 

prejudice your mind against the defendants? I don't mean 

prejudice in a racial sense; I mean, would you hold that fact 
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against them? 

MRS. WORR3LL: NO, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: YOU would be able to judge the evidence 

independent of any racial movement or anything going on at tnat 

time, is that correct? 

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You've also heard me mention, ;firs. 

Worrell, that Reverend Chavis is associated with the North 

~afolina-virginia Commission for Racial Justice? 

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: And that is an organization which has 

as one of its purposes and tenets the eradication of racial 

discrimination in America. You have also heard me say that 

George Kirby, Wr. Kirby, is a Field Organizer for the Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference, and that is an organization 

which has as one of its tenets, a purposes, eliminating racial 

discrimination and formulating/brotherhood among people of all 

races. Does the fact that these gentlemen are associated with 

those organizations cause you to have an feelings towards them 

or feelings against them? 

MRS. WORRELL: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, Mrs. Worrell, is there any reason 

that you know of - I'm not asking you to tell me what it is, 

now - why you feel that you could not sit as a juror in this 
case and be completely fair and impartial in weighing the 
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I/ no, but I mean with my affairs at home I don't feel like I 
could. 

. 

MR. FERGUSON: You feel it would be a personal incon- 

275 1 

2 

venience to you? 

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir. My husband, he is not fit 

evidence and reaching a fair verdict? 

MRS. WORFtELL: Well, it is not connected with this, 

to live by himself. 

4 
MR. FERGUSON: All right. Do you feel that that fact 

would cause you to be unable to concentrate on the evidence? 

MRS. WORRELL: I feel like I couldn't think about 

that and this, too. I 
MR. FERGUSON: All right. So, you feel that you 

being said on the stand? I 
14 

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir. I wouldn't be able to give 
i 

it my full attention. . . 

might not be able to pap full attention to everything that is 

MR. FERGUSON: And you understand that this may be l 
lengthy trial; you may be here for a good while, and it would 

.use you some inconvenience? 
. . 

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, sir .  

MR. FERGUSON: And it would affect your ability to 

listen to the evidence and hear it and weigh it, is that correct? 

MRS. WORRELL: Yes, it would. 

MR. FERGUSON: Your IIonor, I submit that is cause, 
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II TIIE COURT: Llrs. Worrel l ,  of  cour se ,  you unders tand I 
3 1) t h a t  t h e r e  may he and d o u b t l e s s  are many who have pe r sona l  

28C 1 

4 11 a f f a i r s  a t  home which they f e e l  very  much t h a t  they  would prc- 

and w e  would cha l l enge  t h e  j u r o r  f o r  cause. 

5 / /  fei and t h a t  they  arc needed t h e r e ,  you understand t h a t ?  

14RS. WORRELL: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: And t h a t  to some e x t e n t ,  a t  l e a s t  wh i l e  

they  are h e r e ,  they  cannot a v o i d  th ink ing  about  t h e i r  pe r sona l  
.< 

a f f a i r s  a t  home, you understand t h a t ?  

MRS. WORRELL: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. STROUD: Your Honor, may ?7e approach t h e  bent'! 

j u s t  a second? I 
THE COURT: Y e s ,  sir. 

(ALL COUNSEL CONFER WIT3 THE COURT AT Ti12 3E:IC:I. ) 

THE COURT: i:irs. Worre l l ,  I do r e c a l l  and I b e l i e v e  I 
you mentioned t h i s  s p e c i a l  c i rcumstance when I asked f o r  excuse 

Monday? 

MRS, WORRELL: Yes, sir, 

THE COURT: And I to ld  you that I would de fe r .  111 

view of your s t a t emen t s  now and f e e l i n g  t h a t  your s i t u a t i o n  i s  

a t  l e a s t  somewhat more a c u t e  than  t h a t  of o t h e r s ,  I w i l l  excuse 

you. I c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  it. 

MR. FERGUSON: Thank you, M r s .  IVorrell. 

CLERK: C e c i l  Rayvonne Bland (WHITE). 

MR. FERGUSON: You a r e  Mr. Herber t  Murray, i s  t h a t  

- - 

i 
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I1 13 s i n c e  Ilonday? 

MR. MURKAY: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Has anything occurred s i n c e  t h a t  t i r :~e  1 
which you f e e l  would affect your a b i l i t y  t o  g ive  t h e m  a f a i r  I % 

t r i a l ?  

MR.-.MURRAY : You mean, negat ive ly?  

MR. FERGUSON: Yes, sir. 

MR.- MURRAY: NO, sir. 

14R. FERGUSON: What c lubs  o r  o rgan iza t ions  i n  t h e  

community do you belong t o ,  . Murray? 

MR. MURRAY: I belong t o  t h e  Holly Missionary B a p t i s t  

Church; and I a m  an a r e a  o r  mostly an i n a c t i v e  member of t h e  

Pender County Rescue Squad. When I say area member, t h a t  means 
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C I1 said noth ing  to m e  as t o  wnat h i s  d u t i e s  or h i s  exper iences  

1 

11 exper ience  was t h a t  might i n f l u e n c e  you i n  t h i s  case?  

MR. MURRAY: I know that he went. H e  came back. He 

3 

4 

/I MR. MURPAY: N o .  There was nothing t h e r e ,  notlliny I 

283 

were. I d i d  n o t  ask him, and he d i d  n o t  tell m e .  

MR. FERGUSON: There was nothing about  whatever h i s  

9 11 a t  t h e  General  Electric Company, i s  that r i g h t ?  

7 

8 

i MR. MURRAY: Y e s ,  sir. 

t h a t  he or  I could  do. 

MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i g h t .  You work a t  Castle Hayne 

MR. FERGUSON: And you j u s t  fam on your own? 

MR. MURRAY: Y e s ,  sir. 

1 13 11 MR. FERGUSON: That  keeps you p r e t t y  busy, d o e s n ' t  I 
14 11 it? 

l9 II MR. MURRAY: Y e s ,  sir. 

! 

4 15 
1 

16 

17 

18 

MR. MURRAY: W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  reason  that I made tile 

s t a t emen t  t h e r e  was nothing w e  could  do about  it; w e  have t o o  

much work of o u r  own t o  do t o  worry about it. 

- MR. FERGUSON: I see. You have your own farm? 

22 11 about  6 0  a c r e s  c l e a r e d  l and  t h a t  w e  farm. 

I 

1 
20 

21 

MR. FERGUSON: What s i z e  i s  your farm? 

, MR. MURRAY: Tell, it's about  450 acres total, and 

MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir. When you say  t h e s e  case, I 
I 23 

24 

MR. FERGUSON: Yes, sir. Now, you have heard t h e s e  

cases discussed from time to time, have you not?  

* 
, 

I 
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have heard some of the incidents that were told of these cases; 
it 

I knew what they were. The first time I knew exactly w h a t h a s ,  

was when the charges were made against them. 

11R. FERGUSOTJ: When you heard them here in the court 

room? 

14H. MURIIAY: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You hadn't formed any opinion, t h e n ,  

about anything before conin-g to court? 

.< MR. MURRAY: As to the defendants, no, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Had you ever heard any of the defendan 

names mentioned in connection with what you recognize now as 

the charges before them? 

MR. M U P a Y :  M r .  Chavis ' , I believe. 
MR. FERGUSOiV: And was that from just readin: the 

paper? 

MR. 14URRAY: Reading and conversations and hearing 

? other employees conversations at work. 

MR. FERGUSON: Despite anything you may have heard 

or read, do you feel that you can be fair and impartial? no 

you believe you can be fair to Mr. Chavis in this trial? 

' MR. MURRAY: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you believe you can be fair to tne 

ten other persons on trial here? 

MR. HURRAY: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You have never been involved in law 
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1 

I1 FIR. FZnSUSOIJ: Iqx. I lurray,  do  you have any f c c l i ~ r . . :  

2 

3 

11 of racial p r e j u d i c e  t h a t  you are aware of? 

enforcement work y o u r s e l f ,  have you, other than  t h e  rescuc 

squad? 

MR. XURRAY: 'No, sir. 

MR. MURRAY: i<O, sir. I 

' S S  - 

;IR. FERGUSON: You have heard  me ask abou t  t h e  Cnurch 

8 I( of the Black Xessiah,  t h e  Congregation of t h e  Black :,lessiah? I 

11 11 members of  that church,  a n d  Reverend Chavis i s  t h e  m i n i s t e r  of I 

9 

( 10 

.r 

MR. MURRAY: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: The t e n  defendants  w e  r e p r e s e n t  are 

12 1 
I 

it. Had you heard anyth ing  a t  a l l  about t h e  church or any 

13 

14 

17 11 cause  you t o  form any impress ion  about  parsons  who might be I 

church  before today? 

EIR. EIURRAY: Only. t h a t  - t h e  nane , and I have a h a z y  

15 

16 

18 / /  members of t h a t  church? I 

i d e a  of perhaps  where i t ' s  l o c a t e d ,  and that's a l l .  

MR. FERGUSON: You knew or  heard no th ing  about  it t o  

l9 II MR. MURRAY : No, sir . I 
l4R. FCRGUSON: You b e l i e v e  t h a t  persons  are f r e e  t o  I 

21 11 fo l low their own consc ience  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o n  and t o  wor- I 

OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER 
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22 

23 

24 

is 

s h i p  accord ing  t o  t h e  d i c t a t e s  of  t h e i r  own conscience? 

MR. MURRAY: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: And i f  a p e r s o n ' s  r e l i g i o u s  views 

happen t o  con t i i c t  w i t h  your s ,  you would n o t  let t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  



2 11 you? 

1 - 
d 

1 
I 

1 

MR. MURRAY:. No, sir. That would have nothing t o  do 
wi th  whether he i s  guilty of the crime or not. 

IIR. FERGUSON: I t  is known, &1r. Murray, t h a t  dur inq  

i 5 11 t h e  weekend of February 5 t h  and 6 t h  i n  t h e  preceeding week I n  I 

you i n  deciding t h e  g u i l t  o r  innocence of t h a t  person ,  would 

Wilmington t h e r e  were c e r t a i n  r a c i a l  t e n s i o n s ,  t h e r e  were cer- 

2 :  

t a i n  r a c i a l  p r o t e s t  moveinents t a k i n g  place. Some of t h e  ae fen-  

d a n t s  have been i d e n t i f i e d  y i t h  t h e  r a c i a l  p r o t e s t  movement 

dbwn t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Would the  f a c t  t h a t  one o r  two or 

a l l  of t h e  defendants  may have been involved i n  t h a t  movenent, 

would t h a t  cause  you t o  have any i l l - f e e l i n g  toward then? 

MR. MURRAY: 111-feel ing? 

13 11 MR. FERGUSON: Y e s ,  s ir .  I 
MR. MURRAY: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you s t i l l  f e e l  you could judge 

t h i s  c a s e  by t h e  facts presented  he re ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

MR. MURRAY: I t h i n 8  those  t h i n g s  -- I would cons ide r  

those  t h i n g s  as an exp lana t ion  a s  t o  why t h e  defendants  a r e  

charged. 

MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. 

MR. MURWY: And n o t  a s  having any p a r t  o f  whether 

they  a r e  g u i l t y  o r  not.  

MR. FERGUSON: Y e s ,  sir. Now, M r .  Murray, the t r i a l  I 
of a c r i m i n a l  c a s e  i s  a l o t  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  t r i a l  of a c i v i l  

case .  You are t h e  only one up t h e r e  t h a t  I know of now who s a t  
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Dn a jury before.  Was t h a t  a jury t h a t  heard c i v i l  cases?  

14R. MURRAY: That was c i v i l  cases .  

MR. FERGUSON: Where somebody might sue somebody f o r  

walking a c r o s s  t h e i r  property o r  bumping i n t o  t h e i r  autor t~obi lz  

and h i t t i n g  him; a l l  r i g h t ;  i n  those  kind of c a s e s ,  c i v i l  cases,  

one s i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  d o e s n ' t  have t o  be proved beyond a rea-  

sonable doubt,  bu t  i n  a c r imina l  case  the  s t a t e  i s  requi red  t o  

prove i t s  case  beyond a reasonable doubt, otherwise,  t h e  defen- 

d a n t  is e n t i t l e d  t o  a v e r d i c t  of n o t  g u i l t y ,  you understand t h a  

MR. IXJRRAY: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, i f  a f t e r  you have heard everyth in(  

t h e r e  i s  t o  be presented from the witness  s t a n d ,  i f  you f e l t  

t h a t  one o r  two o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  o r  a l l  of t h e  defendants  o r  

some of t h e  defendants  were probably g u i l t y ,  t h a t  they might 

have done something wrong, t h a t  they  could have done somethinq 

wrong, b u t  you had a l i n g e r i n g  doubt i n  your mind which v7as 

reasonable,  which was a reasonable doubt based on t h e  evidence,  

as long a s  you had t h a t  reasonable doudt i n  your mind would 

you be a b l e  t o  a c q u i t  t h e  defenGants? 

DIR. MURRAY: Y e s ,  sir, 

MR. FERGUSON: And I t a k e  it, then,  you would r e q u i r e  

t h e  s t a t e  t o  prove i t s  case  beyond a reasonable doubt before  

you would c o n v i c t  anyone, is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

MR. MURRAY: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, you have heard me t a l k  about t h e  
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2 ( 1  you were chnroed wi th  a c r i m e ,  you would have a r i n h t  n o t  t o  I 
I /I r i g h t s  of defendants  charged wi th  crimes n o t  t o  t e s t i f y .  If 

3 1) t e s t i f y  i f  you chose t o  do  t h a t ;  and our  C o n s t i t u t i o n  says t h 2 t  I 

2 s :  

5 11 enough t o  be i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I f  any or  some of tile icj. i .~r~:rrts t 
4 

6 11 i n  t h i s  c a s c  deciZe t o  e x e r c i s e  t h a t  t i g h t ,  dcciLc t o  r e l y  cn I 

i s  n o t  t o  he he ld  a g a i n s t  you; t h a t ' s  your r i ~ h t ;  i t ' s  i r y n r - h x 4  i 

11 11 v~ould  t h a t  f a c t  a l o n e  cause  you t o  f avo r  some anc? opgose ot'lerc I 

7 T 

8 

9 

* 

. 10 

t h e  weakness of  t h e  state 's  c a s e ,  would you i n  any wise  hole. 

t h a t  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  persons  who d i d  n o t  t e s t i f y ?  

3 MR. HURRAY: N o ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: If some t e s t i f i e d  and o t h e r s  d i d n ' t ,  

12 j u s t  because t h e y  t e s t i f i e d ,  n o t  - without  r eqa rd ing  *,?hat t ; i c y  

13 

6" 14 

15 

16 

s a i d ,  j u s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  took t h e  s t and?  

IIR. i l U R W Y :  P?o, sir. 

t4R. FCRGUSON: And you subscribe t o  t h a t  principle 
V. 

of l a w ,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

17 

(. - 
18 

19 

20 

b3R. MURRAY: I s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t hey  must 

be g u i l t y  w i t h o u t  a doubt.  
-.. ,. .-. 

MR. FERGUSON: There h a s  heen a l o t  of  t a l k  about  

t h e s e  cases. You have heard  people  t a l k  about  i t  on t h e  job;  

21 

22 

z3 

24 
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you have seen t h i n g s  about  it on t h e  newspapers - I mean, you 
A. 

have r e a d  about  it i n  t h e  newspapers and seen  t h i n g s  on T.V.. 

FJould you have a n  uneasy f e e l i n g  about  t he  people  you work w i t h  

and a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  i f  you should  f i n d  t he  de fendan t s  n o t  g u i l t y  

c 25 because you f e l t  t h e  ev idence  war ran ted  t h a t  v e r d i c t ;  would you 



e 2 11 f e e l i n g  uneasy about  it? I 

. . -  

1 

/I NR. f4URRAY: No, I could f a c t  them; and it doesn't 

make any d i f f e r e n c e  whether I ' m  uneasy or n o t  i f  I have done t in  t 4 

be a b l e  t o  f a c e  t h e  people you work wi th  t h e  nex t  day without 

11 was r i g h t  here. 

2f35 

MR. FERGUSON: You would do what you f e l t  was a 

7 (1 c o r r e c t  v e r d i c t  i n  your own mind and n o t  worry about  what some- I 

MR. FERGUSON: I t a k e  it, then ,  Mr. illurray, you E ; ~ O ; , ~  
i I 

8 
! 
\ 

I 9 
I 

i ( 10 

12 11 of no reason  why you could n o t  s i t  a s  a ju ro r  i n  t h i s  case and I 

body else may-..think about it, is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
x 

MR. MURRAY: What t h e  o t h e r  f o l k s ,  o r  you might say 

e i t h e r  s i d e  said  o r  t h i n k s ,  would make no d i f f e r z n c e  wi th  m e .  

be completely f a i r  and i m p a r t i a l  and open-minded about  it, is  

t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

MR. MURRAY: T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

THE COURT: I b e l i e v e  w e  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e  f o r  
- .  
. . 

' t h e  noon-day per iod .  A s  I s a i d ,  when w e  recess t h e  audience 

w i l l  d e p a r t  from t h e  c o u r t  room be fo re  t h e  defendants .  A l l  

r i g h t .  Take a recess u n t i l  two o ' c lock ,  Mr. S h e r i f f .  

20 
+**- ;.* - - .>  

21 *..- . 

MR, FERGUSON: I want t o  a s k  you some q u e s t i o n s  now. I 

- (LUNCBEON IIECESS . ) . 
(THE DEFENDANTS IN CUSTODY TAKE THEIR SEATS IN OPEN COURT.) 

THE COURT: A l l  r i g h t .  M r .  Ferguson, you may resume. 

' 22 
.. - 

23 

C 25 I b e l i e v e  you t o l d  us  a t  the present t i m e  you are a housewife? 

- - 

MR, FERGUSON: Thank you, your Honor. Mrs. walker? 

MRS. WALKER: Yes, sir. 
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' 

; c  MR. FERGUSON: H a v e  you w o r k e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  h o m e ?  
J 

MRS. WALKER: A t  t h e  present I am. 
i 

MRS. WALKER:. Yes, I have. 

MR. FERGUSOZJ: T e l l  us if you w i l l  trnen was t h e  las.; 

231 

time you worked o u t s i d e  t h e  hone? I 
ANRS. i?A.LKER: January t h e  15th.  

M p .  FERGUSON: January, of '58? 

MRS. WALKER: January 15th.  

MRS. WALICER: Yes, I do. 

MR. FERGUSON: How many do you have? 

MRS. WALKER: Three ch i ld ren .  

I 9 
I 
i 

( 10 

I 
11 

MR. FERGUSON: A n d  w h a t  are t h e i r  ages? 

d MR. FERGUSON: January 15 th ,  of t h i s  year? 

MRS. WALKER: Yes. 

Il4R. FERGUSOIJ: I see. And I believe you have chil3re 

MRS. WALKER: 25,  21, and 13. 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, is  the one 25 male or  f e m a l e ?  

MRS. WALKER: Beg  your pardca? 

MR. FERGUSON: Is t h e  one 25 a man o r  a woman? 

MRS. IQALI<ER : Man.  

MR. FERGUSON: And the one 211 

MRS. NALKER: Man. 

MR. FERGUSON: And the 13? 

MRS. \VALKER: I t 's  a g i r l .  

MR. FERGUSON: Y o u  don ' t  know any of t h e  defendants 
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19 

20 

21 
.- 

22 

23 

24 

25 

h e r e ,  do  you? 

MRS. V?ALI<CI1: ~ J o ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you know ;Ire Stroud?  

14RS. TJALCER: No, sir. 

XR. FERGUSON: This  i s  your f i r s t  t i m e  being callcL; 

f o r  ju ry  s e r v i c e ?  

MRS. F I U K E R :  Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Before  you r ece ived  t h e  summons f o r  

t h 6  service -- Before  you r ece ived  t h e  summons from t h e  sher i f f  

t o  come up h e r e ,  d id  you know anyth ing  a t  a l l  about  t h e s e  cases? 

14PS. kJALKER: No, I d i d  n o t .  

:GI. FERGUSON: H a d  you heard or r ead  anyth ing  a t  all 

about  any e v e n t s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  Wilmington i n  February,  of 

1971? 

$IiZS. WALKER: I read a s k e t c h  of it i n  t h e  newspaper, 

and t h a t ' s  a l l .  

MR. FERGUSON: Now, w a s  t h a t  i n  February,  of 1971, 

when you read t h e  ske t ch  of it i n  the paper  or was it some t i n e  

l a t e r ?  

MRS. WALKER: I t  was i n  February.  

MR. FERGUSON: Have you heard or read anyth ing  about 

it s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ?  

MRS. WALKER: N o ,  I haven ' t .  

2% 
+ 4' MR. FERGUSON: A t  t h e  t i m e  you read a sketch of it i n  
* 7 

t h e  newspaper i n  Pebruary;did you d i s c u s s  it wi th  anyone? 

- - --- - - . -- 
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MRS. kJALI<ER: No, I d i d  no t .  

:IR. FERGUSal: Liid you hea r  anybody t a l k  about  i t ?  

i.lRS. WALKER: 110, sir. 

i4R. FJ;RGUSO:G: Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  you rcaU 

t h e  names of  any of  these gersons  on t r i a l  here i n  connecticrl  

w i t h  t h a t  s k e t c h  t h a t  you r ead?  

MRS. WAALKER: Only ivlr. ~ h a v i s .  

MR. FERGUSON: T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  name t h a t  you r e c a l l  

of -'the de fendan t s  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  that? 

MRS. WALKER: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

f4R. FERGUSON: Did you f o r n  any op in ion  or ivnrcs:;i?n 

about  i4r. Chavis a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

MRS. WALKER: I d i d  no t .  

I.I!i. FERGUSON: Have you f o r z e d  any op in ion  o r  i r $ ~ r e n -  

s i o n  about  kim s i n c e  t h a t  t ime? 

IIRS. \lAI,I<ER: No, sir. 

.MR. FERGUSON: Now, Nrs. Walker, has  any member of  

your fami ly  eker been connected w i t h  a law enforcement agency,  

t h a t  is ,  t h e  p o l i c e  depar tment ,  s h e r i f f ' s  depar tment ,  o r  aix~tilil 

of  t h a t  s o r t ?  . . 

MRS. WALKER: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: DO you have -- Strike t h a t .  What 

. 23 11 newspaper, i f  any,  do  you t a k e ,  do  you read r e g u l a r l y ?  

MRS. WAL1;ER: Wilmington Morning S t a r .  I read it 

some times. 
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/I !ranover Sun, do you read t h a t ?  

1 

2 

3 

EIRS. pIAL!CER: No, sir. I 
HR. FERGUSON: You d o n ' t  r ead  the !Jilrninc~ton S t a r  ;;ilT..:. 1 

IdR. FCRGUSOIJ: You read the Raleigh News and Observcr? 

I S .  1 :  NO, I do n o t .  

MR. FERGUSON: ldhat about t h e  igew fianover - t h e  

293  

lo )I Wilnington Morning Star, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

7 

8 

9 

MRS. FJALKER: I t ' s  t h e  sane thincj. 

or do you read t h e  Wilmington Star News? 

MRS. IVALKER: Sometimes I do. 
Ir 

MR. FERGUSON: I believe that's t h e  same t h i n g  as the 

l1R. FEKGUSON: You belong t o  any c l u b s  or organiza- 

IS 11 t i o n s  i n  t h e  community? 

MRS. WALKER: Nothing but the church. I was a Girl 

la II MRS. WALKER: Antioch Hol iness  Church. I 

15 

16 

17 

PIR. FERGUSON: i4rs. Walker, have you heard o r  read I 

Scout  Leader, too .  

MR. FERGUSON: And what church  do you belong to, ;,irs. 

Walker? 

MR. FERGUSON: D o  you recall  reading  any of the names 

20 

21 - 

22 

- 24 11 of t h e  de fendan t s  as being connected with t h a t  church? I ,  

anyth ing  a t  a l l  about the F i r s t  Congrega t iona l  Church of thc  

Black Messiah, i n  Wilmington? 

MRS. WALKER: Nothing b u t  what I read i n  t h e  pa?er. 

25 MRS. WALKER: Nobody but M r .  Chavis. 
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Walker, t h a t  t h e  n ine  defendants that I represent i n  addit ion 

t o  M r .  Chavis are members of t h e  F i r s t  Congregational Church 

of t h e  Black ; lessiah,  i n  trlilmington, North Carol ina.  Do you 

have any f e e l i n g s  about t h e i r  membership i n  t h a t  church baseti 

1 

6 11 on what you may have heard o r  read about t h e  church as you I 
r e c a l l  it, would you hold it against then i n  the trial of tnis 

case?  
.r 

MRS. WALKER: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you feel t h a t  you could be f a i r  and 

impartial i f  you a r e  sea ted  as a juror i n  t h i s  case? 

MRS. WALKER: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Well, now, I'm going t o  tell you, Xrs. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you have any ob jec t ions  t o  black 

294  

people p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  rac ia l  p r o t e s t  movements protes t inq 

a g a i n s t  what they be l i eve  t o  be r a c i a l  d i sc r imina t ion  and i n -  

justice and that kind of thing? 

MRS. WALKER: No, sir. 
. . 

MR. FERGUSON: You f e e l  that peqole are j u s t i f i e d  in 

doing t h a t  if they  choose t o  do t h a t  and feel  t h a t  way, is t h a t  

correct?  
. - .. . 

MRS. WALKER: If they chose to. 

MR. FERGUSON: I f  t h e  evidence i n  t h i s  case  should 

r e v e a l  that one, some, or a l l  of the  defendants  w e r e  engaged 

i n  some kind  of rac ia l  p r o t e s t  movement i n  blilmington a t  t h e  

t i m e  t h e s e  charges  a rose ,  would t h a t  f a c t  alone i n f luence  you 

.-+ 
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opportunity to co~unit some wrong or s o w  offense ,  but you were 

not convinced, noT?, beyond a reasonable cloubt t h a t  t h c t j r  ir: f 2 c t  

~ o r ~ ~ n i t t e d  that offense, would you hc 3:,1z to f i n 2  tllcrl not 

nuilty in t h a t  instance if you had a reosoilalrls c'ouht in ync:r 

nind ahout it? 

j R :  NO , sir. 

24R. FERGUSOIJ: You thin!:, then, that if you Zelt t:i~:f 

were probably guilty, whether the state had proven its case or 
.r 

not, whether they had proven to you bayond a reasonable ?a~i ; j t  

or not, you would convict them because of the probability 02 

guilt? 

11~s. Tl,"iCI<ER: I think they are innocent until t h e y  

are proven ~uilty. 

242. FERGUSOX: You think they are innocent r i ~ h t  ilcT.l, 

is that correct? 

tv1RS .: .XALI<EP.: Yes, sir, until they are proven guilty. 

MR. FERGUSON: All right. Now, you understand that 

in order to be proven guilty they have to be proven guilty 

beyond a reasonable doubt, you understand that? 

I.1RS. !VhLRER: Yes, sir. 

MR. FElIGUSON: Now, that's different from just a 

probable guilt. I mean, a person - there can be circumstances 
indicating that a person might have committed an offense with- 

out really showing that he did it; are you following me? 

MRS. WALI<ER: I' think so. . - 
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I ( I know it may be a little confusing fo r  you; i f  it i s ,  j u s t  

I 

i 1 

tell me about it - but  I ' m  asking you i f  t h e  circumstances here 

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  some of these  defendants  n i g h t  have comnitted an 

I I of fense  o r  - they  probably committed an ~ f f e n s e ,  but you wercn't 

MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i g h t .  Now, I ' m  asking you - and 

s u r e  i n  your orin mind t h a t  they  d i d  beyond a reasonable doubt ,  

would you be able t o  f i n d  them n o t  g u i l t y  because of t h e  r ea -  

sonable doubt; would you be a b l e  t o  give  them t h e  b e n e f i t  of 
s 

29; 

11 t h e  doubt i n  your mind i s  what I a m  askin9 you? 1 
MRS. IJALKER: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You wouldn't  convic t  them just because 

you thought,  w e l l ,  they could have done i t ?  

PIRS . VIAI,I<ER: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: O r  t h a t  they might have done i t ?  

MRS. WALKER: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, of course ,  t h e  defendants  have 

been here s i n c e  Monday and you've been he re  s i n c e  Monday? 

MRS. VJALKER: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You have seen them going i n  and o u t  I 
of t h e  c o u r t  room,and you have seen  s h e r i f f ' s  deputies from I 
t i m e  t o  tine walk i n  with them and walk o u t  w i t h  them, and you I 
have seen deputies a t  t h i s  door and t h a t  door and t h a t  door I 
and whatever doors w e  have got .  Bas anything tkt  has occurred 

here i n  t h e  c o u r t  room s i n c e  you have been here  created i n  your  

mind any feelings t h a t  might in f luence  you against t h e  defendan s I 
MRS.  SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
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7 \I of the sheriff , YOU understand that? 

298 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

in the trial of this case? 

MRS. t7ALKER: NO, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You understand, then, that many, many 

innocent people are unable to post bond sometiaes before they 

are tried, and if they are unable to post that bond, if they 

don't have the money to do that, then they are in the custou-; 

8 

9 

10 

14 11 case before? 

MRS. IWLKER: Yes, sir. 
I 

MR. FERGUSON: And that doesn't have anything to do 

with any guilt at all, you understand that? 

11 

12 

13 

1mS. WALKER: No, sir. 

MRS. WALKER: Yes, sir. 

NR. FERGUSON: NOW, have any menbers of your famil:[ 

or close iriends ever appeared as a witness for the state in a 

MR. FERGUSON: And YOU have not appeared as a witness 1 
17 11 for the state yourself , have you? 

MRS. WALKER: NO, sir. 

hlR. FERGUSON:  NOT,^, Hrs. lalker, the charges against I 
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20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

these defendants, of Course, is - Or one of the charges against 
the defendants is a conspiracy to burn a manes place known as 

Mikees Grocery, and a conspiracy to assault emergency personnel, 

that's an assault on police officers and firemen and what-have- 

you. Does the fact that eleven people are on trial here 

together, does that indicate to you at this time or do you feel 



1 

11 MR. FERGUSON: You unders tand t h a t  each one of t h ~ r  

2 

3 

5 11 i s  being tried as an  in6 iv i i i ua l  anG that i f  seated as a j u r i r  I 

a t  t h i s  t i m e  they rnust have done s o r e t h i n g  together s i n c e  the:? 

are on trial here?  

14RS. V?ALKCI? : E!o , sir. 

2 9 5  

7 11 stand t h a t ?  I 
6 you would make i n d i v i d u a l  judcpents  i n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  you un::cr- 

8 

9 

12 11 mind that they  iqere not g u i l t y ,  would you have any hesitatior! I 

f lRS.  WALKER: Yes, sir. 
J 

MR. FERGUSON: And i f  the evidence warranted it, iT 

10 

11 

l3 II abou t  f i n d i n g  them n o t  g u i l t y ?  

t h e  ev idence  j u s t i f i e d  it, you would n o t  have any ! l e s i t a t i c n  

about  r ender i iq  a verdict of  n o t  gui1ty;if you f e l t  in youx 

31RS . WALKER: No, I would no t .  

MR. FERGUSOW: You wouldn ' t  be concerned about  vd~zt 
I 

16 

17 

-. . 38 

23 11 yourself which you may wish t o  say something about o r  may r lo i  

somebody n i g h t  say t o  you about  t h a t  o r  winat soi~ebocly might £;?el 
f e l t  you 

about  that i f  you/were r i g h t  i n  your o m  mind? 

IIRS. WALKER: Yes, sir. 

19 

z0 

21 

22 

24 11 s a y  some th ing  about  why you feel you could n o t  s i t  as a juror I 

FXRGUSON: D o  you f ee l  l i k e  you coulL m 2 k e  i:;.~ 

your  own mind abou t  the  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h i s  case? 

MRS. WALKER: Yes, s ir .  

MR. FKRGUSOH: D o  you -- Is t h e r e  a r ea son  known t o  
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and be comple te ly  f a i r  and impar t ia l  and open-minded i n  t he  
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t r i a l  of t h i s  case? 

:il:S. WALKXI?: I d i d n ' t  understand you. 

;1R. FERGUSON: I ' m  s o r r y .  Do you know of any rcaycn 

r i g h t  now which you want t o  t e l l  ne about  o r  d o n ' t  want tc t211 

m e  about - it d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r ;  I ' m  n o t  asking you what the ri%;r;on 

i s  - why you could no t  s i t  a s  a j u r o r  and be completely fal i .  

and i m p a r t i a l  and open-minded i n  t h i s  case? 

FIRS. I'7ALKER: I d o  not .  

d 
I4R. FERGUSON: IJlr, Moore, I believe it is? 

MR. MOORE: Y e s ,  sir. 

BIR. FERGUSON: Pardon m e  one moment, sir. I belic--..- 

you t o l d  m e  you w e r e  26 y e a r s  o l d ,  married, and one c h i l d ,  i; 

t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

31R. MOORE: Yes, sir, I'll be 26 t h i s  month. 

MR. FERGUSON: Twenty-six this month, Are you a 

n a t i v e  of Pender County? . . 
MR. MOORE: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: P7hat about  your wife; is she  a n a t i v e  

of Pencier County, too?  

l4R. MOORE: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: What kind  of work do you do,  M r .  Xoore? 

MR. MOORE: I'm a chemical o p e r a t o r  f o r  Diamond 

Shamrock Corporat ion.  

- - MR. FERGUSON: A chemical  o p e r a t o r ?  
- -  - 

- - - - NR, MOORE: Yes, sir. 

-- - - -  - _ ._ -_--- - - - 
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