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GUATEMALA EXTRADITES DRUG TRAFFICKERS FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN A DECADE

MICHAEL J. GARCIA, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced that LUIS LEMUS and
JAVIER ARMAS-REYES, both citizens of Guatemala, arrived in New
York yesterday evening after being extradited from Guatemala on
federal charges of importing at least 5 kilograms of heroin into
the United States.  This is the first time that Guatemala has
extradited drug traffickers on federal charges in over a decade. 
ARMAS-REYES and LEMUS will be presented in Manhattan federal
court later today.  According to the Indictment filed in November
2004:

From October 2003 to June 2004, LEMUS and ARMAS-REYES
participated in a conspiracy to import into the United States at
least 5 kilograms of heroin.  In the Spring of 2004, both LEMUS
and ARMAS-REYES were present in New York to assist in the
collection of narcotics proceeds and in the distribution of
narcotics.   Both defendants attended meetings with
co-conspirators in the Bronx in April 2004, and LEMUS had a
telephone conversation about the collection of drug proceeds to
be transported to Guatemala.  On May 4, 2004, ARMAS-REYES was in
a car containing approximately $43,000 in narcotics proceeds,
which were concealed in the car.  A month later, on June 4, 2004,
a co-conspirator drove a car, in which approximately 5 kilograms
of heroin were hidden, to a meeting in the Bronx.

ARMAS-REYES and LEMUS are charged with one count of
conspiracy to import heroin into the United States, and one count
of conspiracy to distribute heroin.  LEMUS is also charged with
distributing heroin.  If convicted, each defendant faces on each
count a maximum sentence of life in prison and a mandatory
minimum sentence of 10 years in prison.

Mr. GARCIA praised the investigative efforts of the
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Drug Enforcement Administration's New York Drug Enforcement Task
Force -- which includes agents and officers of the Drug
Enforcement Administration ("DEA"), the New York City Police
Department, and the New York State Police -- and the DEA's
Guatemala country office.  Mr. GARCIA also thanked the Office of
International Affairs of the Criminal Division of the Department
of Justice and the United States Marshal's Service for its work
in effectuating the extradition.  Mr. GARCIA also expressed his
gratitude to the Guatemalan authorities and law enforcement
community for its cooperation in the investigation.  

Assistant United States Attorney JESSICA A. ROTH is in
charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Indictment are merely
accusations, and the defendants are presumed innocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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