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Eleven Alleged MS-13 Members Indicted on Racketeering
and Other Charges in Series of Violent Crimes

-Gang Targeted Rivals in Shootings, Stabbings, Beatings-

WASHINGTON – Eleven alleged MS-13 members have been indicted on federal
racketeering and other charges for various violent crimes throughout the Washington, D.C. area,
including murders, assaults and other attacks aimed at eliminating rival gangs. 

The indictments were unsealed today in the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia.  They were announced by Assistant Attorney General Lanny A. Breuer of the
Criminal Division, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Director John Morton,
U.S. Attorney Ronald C. Machen Jr., Executive Associate Director James Dinkins of ICE’s
Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), and Cathy L. Lanier, Chief of the Metropolitan Police
Department (MPD).

The 35-count indictment charges various defendants with taking part in a racketeering
conspiracy, as well as murder in aid of racketeering, kidnapping in aid of racketeering, assault
with a deadly weapon in aid of racketeering, and other offenses. The indictment alleges that all of
the defendants were members of MS-13 at the time of the offenses. 

The charges expand upon an earlier indictment returned against four of the defendants in
September 2010.  The new indictment names those four defendants, and adds seven other
defendants to the case, along with broader allegations of the gang’s criminal conduct.

Law enforcement authorities arrested four of the defendants today as part of a coordinated
national effort against street gangs.  The charges carry significant penalties.  All of the defendants
could face maximum terms of life in prison.  One defendant, Hector Diaz-Flores, is charged with
murder in aid of racketeering, an offense that could be punishable by death.

According to the indictment, MS-13 is a transnational gang with members in most of the
states within the United States, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, and Mexico.  It is alleged that
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MS-13 engages in racketeering activity to include murder, narcotics distribution, extortion,
robberies, and obstruction of justice, among other crimes. 

The indictment details stabbings, beatings, assaults and murders from 2008 through 2010. 
It alleges that some defendants participated in assaults against persons they believed to be rival
gang members, threats against persons they believed to be cooperating with law enforcement, and
extortions.  The range of criminal activity includes acts in the District of Columbia, Maryland,
Virginia, and other states.  The indictment also alleges that there was frequent contact between
MS-13 members in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area and El Salvador and that persons
incarcerated in El Salvador encouraged or ordered assaults and murders.

The defendants include:

Omar Aguilar, also known as Flaco, 21, of Silver Spring, Md.  
Rudis Castro-Martinez, also known as Krypta, 19, of Hyattsville, Md. 
Hector Diaz-Flores, 20, also known as Littleman, of Washington, D.C. 
Mario Lopez-Ramirez, 24, of Honduras.
Noe Marchado-Erazo, also known as Gallo, 28, of Wheaton, Md. 
Jose Martinez-Amaya, also known as Crimen or Mecri, 24, of Brentwood, Md. 
Wilfredo Mejia, also known as Majestic, 25, of Silver Spring, Md. 
Michelle Nicole Rios, also known as La Licensiada, 21, of Washington, D.C. 
Manuel Saravia, also known as Cholo, 31, of Silver Spring, Md.  
Henry Sarba , also known as Flaco, 20, whose address is unknown. 
Carlos Silva, also known as Cangri, 28, of Takoma Park, Md. 

Among other charges, the indictment charges Hector Diaz-Flores with the December 12,
2008 murder of 14-year-old Giovanni Sanchez, whose body was found in a roadway near 14th

and Newton Streets NW, in Washington, D.C.  Diaz-Flores previously was indicted in the
Superior Court of the District of Columbia on charges of second-degree murder while armed,
conspiracy, and gang-related and weapons offenses stemming from the slaying.

The indictment also alleges that the March 31, 2010 murder of Felipe Enriquez, 25,
which took place in Montgomery County, Md., was an overt act committed by Manuel Saravia,
Jose Martinez, and Noe Machado-Erazo in furtherance of the conspiracy. 

Aguilar, Mejia and Silva previously were indicted by a grand jury in the U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia on federal charges stemming from a December 11, 2009 home
invasion in which they held five occupants at gunpoint and knifepoint. Sarba also was indicted in
that case, accused of calling potential witnesses and making threats.  Those charges now become
part of this indictment against them.  

Arrested today were Marchado-Erazo, Martinez-Amaya, Rios, and Saravia.  All of the
others previously were in custody, except for Lopez-Ramirez, who is believed to be in Honduras.



Page -3-

“As the indictment alleges, these gang members and associates committed acts of murder,
kidnapping, stabbing, and assault – all in the name of the MS-13 gang,” said Assistant Attorney
General Breuer.  “With today's arrests, four more of these violent offenders are off the streets. 
Every day across the United States, our prosecutors and agents, along with our state and local
partners, are working tirelessly to dismantle these dangerous and ruthless gangs, which have
gained a foothold in far too many of our communities.”

“This indictment is our most recent step in a targeted, sustained effort to dismantle MS-
13 and other violent gangs that threaten our neighborhoods,” said U.S. Attorney Machen.  “The
allegations describe a string of beatings, assaults, and murders across the D.C. metro area,
including the stabbing death of a 14-year-old boy in Columbia Heights.  I want to commend our
law enforcement partners for their hard work to bring criminal gang members to justice.”

“Today's indictment is the product of tremendous cooperation and efforts of HSI special
agents and local law enforcement officers.  As a result, these violent gang members will now be
brought to justice to face very serious federal charges,” said Executive Associate Director James
Dinkins of ICE’s Homeland Security Investigations (HSI).  “HSI is committed to enhancing the
public safety of the residents in the National Capitol Region by attacking and dismantling
transnational gangs such as MS-13.”

“We are committed to pursuing any gang that tries to set up operations in our city,” said
MPD Chief Lanier.

An indictment is merely an allegation that defendants have committed a violation of
criminal law and is not evidence of guilt.  Every defendant is presumed innocent until, and
unless, proven guilty in a court of law.

 These charges are part of a coordinated national effort to combat gangs and gang-related
violence through federal prosecutions of members and associates.  The Department of Justice
announced today that 41 members of various street gangs have been charged in indictments or
criminal complaints unsealed today in five judicial districts, including the District of Columbia. 
In total, 112 new defendants have been charged, pled guilty or been sentenced in February 2011
as part of this ongoing effort involving U.S. Attorneys' Offices across the country, the Criminal
Division's Gang Unit, and federal, state and local law enforcement partners.

This case is being prosecuted by Trial Attorney Laura Gwinn of the Criminal Division’s
Gang Unit and Assistant U.S. Attorneys William J. O’Malley, Jr. and Seth Adam Meinero.  The
case is being investigated by ICE HSI and the MPD.  Assistance was provided by the
Montgomery County, Md. Police Department and the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Maryland.
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