11-02-00: WEEKLY MEDIA AVAILABILITY WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D.C.

WEEKLY MEDI A AVAI LABI LI TY W TH

ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO
JUSTI CE DEPARTMENT
WASHI NGTQN, D. C.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2000
9:32 AM EST

ATTY GEN. RENO Good nor ni ng.
Q Good nor ni ng.

Q Ms. Reno, are we any closer to getting a public statenent
on the internal review of whether Wen Ho Lee was si ngl ed
out for investigation because of his ethnic background?

ATTY GEN. RENO As | have indicated, we want to nake
everything as avail abl e as possible so that people can be
their own judge, and we are nmaki ng sone progress. | can't
gquantify it for you.

Q Ms. Reno, can you describe for us whether there are
additional efforts being nade; what's the state of play
right nowin trying to secure additional cooperation from
t he governnent of Yenen?

ATTY GEN. RENO W' re addressing that issue. | think to
comrent further would really be to conment on the
I nvestigation, and | don't think I should go further.

Q The Yenmen governnent officials said openly and publicly
yesterday that they believe they're very close to an
agreement with the U S. over allow ng FBI agents to at

| east be present during questioning. Wuld you di spute
their statenents?
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ATTY GEN. RENG | just think it's inportant at this point
that those people in the field be able to address the

I ssues and wor k out understandi ngs without comments from
Washi ngt on.

Q Wiy would it make such a big difference for FBI agents to
be able to observe the interviews rather than read
transcripts?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think it's, again, to comment woul d be
to comment on how you conduct an investigation, and | just
really think that in sonmething this sensitive, where we're
trying to be partners, that it would be better for people
to cooment in the field.

Q How probl ematic, though, has it been for you all not to
have access to these interviews? | nean, there's one side
that says the investigation is progressing i ndependently of
what the Yenen authorities are allowing the U S. to do. Can
you characterize that at all?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't think | really should characterize
anything froma distance. | think it's a noving issue, as
any investigation is.

Q Can you at least tell us what kind of updates you're
getting? Daily? Twice a day? Once a week? And from whom
exactly?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO Usual ly once a day, but sonetines nore
t han once a day.

Q Ms. Reno, a couple of weeks ago here you tal ked about the
need to encourage Congress to fully fund the Departnment's
litigation in the tobacco case. What is the status of that
now? Are you optimstic you're going to get what you asked
for?

Where does it stand now?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Wl l, it stands in the sane situation as

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/110200agavail.htm (2 of 15) [4/20/2009 12:47:49 PM]



11-02-00: WEEKLY MEDIA AVAILABILITY WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D.C.

are all the funding issues. It looks |like it's going to be
set over; it will be set over until after the election. W
want to continue to do everything we can to see that it's
funded so that we can address the issues and attenpt to
pursue the renedies that are available to us.

Q Ms. Reno, by every objective analysis, next Tuesday's
el ection is going to be one of the closest in U S. history.

| s the departnent taking any special steps to conbat voter
fraud and intimdation in any particular part of the
country?

ATTY. GEN. RENO As we have in prior years, as | understand

it, it's -- and | wll ask Myron to give you the details on
It -- we have -- each U S. attorney's office has -- Let ne
make sure.

"Every U S. Attorney across the country working with the
FBI is establishing a special unit to receive reports of
corrupt voting practices and to investigate any citizen's
conplaint that their voting rights have been violated."
Thi s has been consistent with past practices.

Q But not in a special alertness, given the closeness in
the el ection?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think any election requires an al ertness,
an especi al al ertness.

Q| have a couple of other election-related questions.

First of all, personally, have you cast your absentee
ballot in Florida yet?

ATTY GEN. RENO Yes, | have.

Q Ckay. Do you care to tell us anything about --
(laughter.)

ATTY GEN. RENO No, | tried ny level best to stay out of
politics.
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Q Al so, another election question:

The National Rifle Association has been running ads which
suggest that the election could be -- outconme could inpact
the Justice Departnent's view of the constitutionality of
the right to bear arns under the second anendnent.

s it the case that adm nistrations fromboth parties have
been consistent on the view of the interpretation of the
second anendnent ?

Do you have anything that you could say about that?
ATTY GEN. RENO Yes. (Laughter.)

Thi s has al ways been raised, but our position is consistent
with the letter by six forner attorney's general, who said,
“of all the argunents advanced," and this was at the tine
of the Brady Act -- by the opponents of the Brady Bill,
“surely the nost specious is the charge that it woul d
infringe a constitutional right.

"For nore than 200 years, the federal courts have

unani nously determ ned that the second anendnent concerns
only the arm ng of the people and service to an organi zed
state mlitia.

It does not guarantee inmedi ate access to guns for private
pur poses.

"The nation can no longer afford to et the gun | obby's
di stortion of the constitution cripple every reasonable
attenpt to inplenent an effective national policy towards
guns and crine."

Q That | ast sentence -- you were quoting fromthe letter?
ATTY GEN. RENG Yes.

Q Ms. Reno, may | ask you about a local issue, and ask you
to explain why the departnent has decided to | aunch an

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/110200agavail.htm (4 of 15) [4/20/2009 12:47:49 PM]



11-02-00: WEEKLY MEDIA AVAILABILITY WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D.C.

I nvestigation of the entire Prince George's County Police
Depart nent ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't think | should conmment on the
reasons why, because that goes to the subject of the
I nvestigation.

But as Bill Lee has stated, he net with officials from
Prince George's County to informthemthat the Justice
Department has expanded its pattern or practice

I nvestigation of alleged police m sconduct by the
departnent. The expanded investigation includes a review of
al l egati ons of excessive force and racially discrimnatory
| aw enf or cenent.

The ongoi ng i nvestigation of the use of canines by the
Prince George's County Police Departnent will continue.

The Prince George's County Police Departnent has been
wor ki ng together with the departnent on its canine
pol i ci es.

Al t hough the Justice Departnent has decided to expand this
I nvestigation, it has not yet reached any concl usion on the
matter.

Q What do you think the effectiveness has been?
What woul d you hope woul d conme out of this when the Justice
Departnent has taken a close | ook at police departnents

across the country in recent years?

ATTY GEN. RENG Well, recall that the jurisdiction for
pattern or practice was not provided until the '94

el ection, and so | can -- will ask Myron to check with the
Cvil Rghts Dvision and see if they can provide you with
speci fics.

| could give you anecdotes, but | don't think that they're
particul arly hel pful.

Q Do you have a general feeling it's been beneficial --(off
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m ke) -- since 1994 that have -- (off mke)?

ATTY GEN. RENO From those departnents where we have
reached agreenents or noved forward, and where there has
been sufficient tine to see it inplenented so that you
could judge the effects, | think it has.

Q On that sanme subject, Ms. Reno, it |looks like we're
finally going to get an agreenent with the LAPD on outside
nmonitoring, et cetera, in the pattern or practice. Any

t houghts on the chall enges that poses, given that the LAPD
I's such a bigger departnent than you've gone into before,
bi gger than, you know, Pittsburgh or Colunbus, Chio, in
ternms of the conplexity, the allegations, the size of the
depart nent ?

How do you even approach sonething |ike that?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't want to comment prematurely until
it's been approved, because everybody has worked toget her
on it.

But we have an extraordi nary chall enge and an opportunity.

Policing, as | have said on nunerous occasions, is one of
the nost difficult, conplex jobs there is. You' ve got to
make snap decisions that are going to have to be upheld in
court, all the way to the Suprene Court of the United
States, potentially.

Most police officers don't have a | aw school education, and
they can't sit at a desk wwth their feet propped up and
pul | the books off the shelf and decide what's right and
what's not right. They' ve got to protect the public while
at the sanme tine maki ng sone hard deci si ons.

| -- there is so nmuch good policing going on across this
country.

My hope is that we will work with everybody concerned to
establish the training procedures, everything that is
necessary, to build the best police departnent possible.
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And | think that is possible.

Q But do you have the resources in play in a departnent as
big as LA?

ATTY GEN. RENO Do you have --

Q Do you have the resources, the oversight nechanism in a
departnment as big as LA?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think we can -- | think the concern
really is how we inplenent it.

And | think we can, under the terns of the agreenent,
I nplement it and work together to achi eve conpliance.

Q Ms. Reno, have you taken a position on the changes or the
| at est version of the secret evidence bill proposed by
Congr essnen Boni or and Conyers?

ATTY GEN. RENO | will ask Myron to give you the letter
that we sent.

Q Ckay.

Q On the sane subject, | think former CIA Director Janes
Whol sey sent you a letter regardi ng sone peopl e being held
I n Nebraska or Lincoln, Nebraska --

ATTY GEN. RENO Yes. W' re checking on that.

Q Anot her el ection question, Ms. Reno. There's been a | ot
of discussion about websites that encourage people to trade

their votes -- G eensforGore.comand Nadertraders and so
forth. And sone are questioni ng whether these could be
i1 egal.

Has the departnent |ooked into that question?

ATTY GEN. RENO My understanding is that 42 U S. C. 1973
prohibits offering or promsing voters anything of val ue
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for voting in elections where federal candidates are on the
bal | ot .

This statute also forbids selling votes in a federal

el ection, prohibits voters from-- 18 U S. C. 597 prohibits
voters fromsoliciting expenditures in consideration of
their votes. And finally, US C 2(A

makes it -- 18 U S.C. 2(A makes it unlawful for any person
to aid and abet another to conmt a crine. These are
crimnal statutes that carry penalties.

Any voter who solicits or accepts paynent for his or her
vote over the Internet and Internet website that know ngly
assists voters to do so would arguably violate the | aw

Q So --
QBut that is just for selling for sonething of value or

soliciting, or whatever. If you offered to trade a vote for
a vote, would that be covered?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think I'd have to | ook at just what the
vote- for-vote was, but | would urge caution.

Ql'ma little confused. If Beverly and | say -- well, if
Beverly says, "I support candidate A If you vote for
candidate A, then I'I|l vote for candidate C " is that

illegal? | nmean, that's essentially what's going on here.
There's no real exchange of val ue.

It's just people trying to influence sonebody el se on how
to vote.

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think we just woul d exercise caution.

Q Anot her question on sonething that's apparently just
happened thi s norning.

| wonder if you know anythi ng about the condition of a
prison guard in New York who was apparently stabbed this
nor ni ng by one of the defendants in the enbassy bonbi ng

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/110200agavail.htm (8 of 15) [4/20/2009 12:47:49 PM]



11-02-00: WEEKLY MEDIA AVAILABILITY WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D.C.

case?

ATTY. GEN. RENO That happened yesterday afternoon about
1:00. | talked to the U S. attorney.

| called the famly and spoke to the correction officer's
sister. Qur thoughts and our prayers are with the famly.

The information, the latest infornation that |'ve received,
which is not as of right now, was that he was going to
recover.

Hi s sister explained how proud he was of his service with
the Bureau of Prisons, and | told her how nuch we val ued
the work that he and all his colleagues do in a very
difficult situation.

Qls his eyesight in jeopardy?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | would think it better that comments be
made i n New YorKk.

Q Ms. Reno --

QAnd I'mjust -- I'"'msorry. WII there be further charges
stenmmng fromthis incident?

ATTY. GEN. RENO W will just look at it and make
appropri ate determ nati ons.

Q Ms. Reno, there's a bill at the Wite House on an
Intelligence authorization bill that has come under attack
fromboth the left, right and the news nedi a because of
provi sions on classified secrets. Can you explain to us why
t hese expanded penalties are needed and why it's necessary
now, and what your discussions have been with the Wite
House regardi ng whether or not they will sign this bill? I
understand there's been sone reconsideration on their part.

ATTY. GEN. RENO The present law -- | nean, the |aw prior
to the passage of this act, one typical provision is 793

(d).
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It says, "Whoever |lawfully having possessi on of access to,
control over, or being entrusted with any docunent," et
cetera, "or note relating to the national defense, or
information relating to the national defense which

I nformati on the possessor has reason to believe could be
used to the injury of the United States," et cetera,

"W llfully conmmunicates, delivers or transmts the sane."

That | eaves a gap, a very narrow gap, involving other
material that m ght not relate to national defense, but
coul d jeopardi ze various interests to the United States.

When the act was proposed to address this issue, we
obj ect ed.

Qur objections were noted. W wanted to nake sure that the
I nformati on was properly classified and that it was
delivered to sonebody who the deliverer knew was

unaut hori zed and was not authorized to have it.

Those objections were clarified and renedi ed.

And thus the legislation, as it was passed, affects this
narrow gap

| pointed out to the commttee in ny testinony that the
passage of such an act would not result in a dramatically-

I ncreased nunber of |eak prosecutions, because the problem
had i nvol ved, not the gap, but the ability to determ ne who
| eaked the information.

Q How does the new | egi sl ati on address that? Does it offer

guidelines to -- as to --

ATTY GEN. RENO It provides for the -- anyone -- it
provi des that anyone who -- |'ll give you the exact
| anguage.

"Whoever, being an officer enployee of the United States,
know ngly and willfully discloses or attenpts to discl ose
any classified information," et cetera, "to a person who is
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not authorized, access to such information, know ng that
the person is not authorized, shall be fined under this
title. ™

And so the 793 relates -- it provides, relating to national
def ense.

Thi s addresses any other classified information that m ght
not be relating to national defense as long as it's
properly classified.

Q Is a nenber of Congress considered an officer -- an
enpl oyee of the United States? Does the | aw cover a nenber
of Congress and their staffs?

ATTY GEN. RENO Let ne make sure of the constructi on and
ask Myron to confirmit for you.

Q So what you're saying is it renedies the problemthat in
the past has dealt only with information relating to the
nati onal defense, which is --

Was it the concern of the departnent that that has been
construed very narrowl y? Because you could argue that that
coul d be construed quite broadly to include the apparent

|l eak that led to this | egislation.

ATTY GEN. RENOC Well, what you' ve got to renenber is that
in the construction of crimnal statutes, they are narrowy
const rued.

This, arguably, fills, again, a narrow gap. But it is not
going to result in many new prosecuti ons.

Q Have you discussed with M. Podesta, the Wite House's
apparent second thoughts on this matter?

ATTY GEN. RENO We wi Il be discussing those.

QI nean, in the past the Departnent has not really gone
after the recipient of the Ieak as nuch as -- because of
the terns of the law -- as the | eaker itself?
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WIl that continue to be the case?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, wusually you-all are the recipient of
the --

Q (O f nike.)

ATTY GEN. RENO -- the leak. And this statute does not go
after -- this proposed act does not go after the recipient.
QIt would have a chilling effect on the discl osure of

properly classified information that did not threaten
nati onal security but just was properly classified;
correct?

ATTY GEN. RENG It would have a chilling effect?

Q Mm hm di scourage people fromtal ki ng about those matters
that woul d be considered classified that were non-national -
security in nature.

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know whet her you would call it a
chilling effect or not, but if there was a crimnal penalty
associated with it, people would recognize that they would
face prosecution.

Q May | ask the inverse of David' s question, which -- |
think this is the inverse of his question. If there are not

going to be many prosecutions under this -- your prediction
Is it won't result in many new prosecutions, and there have
been very few under the old |l aw -- obviously, the concern

here is when classified information is nade public, it
takes two to tango, there is usually sonebody in the news
medi a.

Past adm nistrations of both parties have been reluctant to
go after people in the news nedi a because unl ess you get
both sides of the transaction, it's very hard to make a
prosecuti on agai nst the governnent official.

| guess what |'masking is, why bother with this new
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| egislation if the past record indicates that the
governnent, no matter whose party is in control of either
the Justice Departnment or the White House, is reluctant to
prosecut e anybody?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't think there is a reluctance to
prosecute the person who | eaks the information.

Trying to find that person while at the sane tine honoring
the First Anendnent interest of the nedia is a very
difficult task fromone adm nistration to anot her.

QWwell, so difficult that it al nbost never happens.

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, | think it is inmportant that we
continue our efforts, because sone | eaks have been very
damagi ng.

Q Ms. Reno, is there anything in this |egislation that
woul d prevent a federal judge fromholding a reporter in
contenpt for refusing to disclose information about a
crime, a crinme that this |egislation addresses?

ATTY GEN. RENG | don't think it's in the statute. | think
it's, arguably, in the first anmendnent.

If | were your lawyer, | would argue the First Amendnent.
Q Well, sonetinmes people have gone to jail for refusing to
reveal --

ATTY GEN. RENO Renenber nmy nother wanted to go to jail to

Q| renenber.

Q Ms. Reno, can you explain which |eaks in particular have
been very damaging to the governnent?

ATTY GEN. RENOG | obviously wouldn't, because it would only
conplicate a further problem
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(Pause.)
ATTY GEN. RENG Thank you very nuch.

Q W've got an election com ng up next week. There's still
no resolution in the investigation into the debate tape
that was sent fromone office to another. Sone have said
the Justice Departnment expressly doesn't want to deal with
this before the election, and that after the election it
woul dn't necessarily be prosecutable, because it woul dn't
have rel evance. Can you give us sone sense of what's going
on? Because there are sone people who perceive the
departnent is just keeping its distance fromthis nmatter
until after the election, in terns of decision-nmaking.

ATTY GEN. RENG | can't conmment on the investigation,
because it's pending. But | can say that the departnent is,
as | have been advised, doing everything that is
appropriate with respect to the investigation.

Q Are you likely to nove forward after the election with
that --

ATTY GEN. RENO | would not comrent on noving forward or
not noving forward, because |'m addressing the issues of
how we do it the right way. And that's what shoul d be done,
and | shouldn't comment further.

Q D d you respond to the letter from Tom Downey's attorney
urging that this investigation be brought to a sw ft
conclusion and that its concl usi ons be made public?

ATTY GEN. RENO No, | don't believe it's been responded to
yet .

Q Ckay.
ATTY GEN. RENO Thank you very much.

Q Thank you.
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Q Thanks.

END.
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