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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. VANMEVEREN:. Thank you, Councilwoman G een, for those
wonder ful words of w sdom and the wonderful wel conme you
gave us. We appreciate that.

Janet Reno is the first wonan Attorney Ceneral of the
United States of Anerica. She was nom nated by President
Cinton al nost eight years ago, in 1993, and sworn in as
the nation's 78th Attorney General on March 12th of 1993. |
don't think many of us know nuch background of our Attorney
Ceneral so let nme just say a few words.

She attended public schools in Dade County Florida. She was
a debate chanpion at Coral Gables H gh School. And after
hi gh school, a few years ago, she enrolled at Cornel

Uni versity, Ithaca, New York, where she majored in, of al
thi ngs, chem stry. After graduation she enrolled at Harvard
Uni versity Law School. But while an undergraduate at

| t haca, New York she put her own way through coll ege and
she worked as a waitress and a dormtory supervisor. She
enrolled at Harvard and she was only one of 16 wonman in a
cl ass of 500. She graduated three years later with a degree
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and | ooked for a job in Mam, and she applied at one of
Mam's biggest law firnms, and they denied her a position
because she was a woman. Fourteen years |ater that sane
firmmade her a partner.

In 1973 Janet Reno accepted the position with the Dade
County State's Attorney's Ofice which has jurisdiction
over the greater Mam area. Subsequently, five years

| ater, Florida Governor Rubin Askew appointed her as the
state's attorney for Dade County and she was reelected to
that office four times. She is responsible for an office of
940 enpl oyees and an annual budget of 30 mllion dollars, a
docket of nore than 100,000 cases a year. She focused her
attention on prevention prograns and enabled children to
grow in a safe constructive environnent. She al so
established the Mam drug court, which | believe was the
first in the nation and has been a nodel for the 600 other
drug courts we now have in our country.

As Attorney Ceneral of the United States, she has built a
Departnent of Justice that reflects a diverse governnent of
the people, by the people and for the people, naking
Integrity, excellence and professionalismthe hall marks of
her office and her service as our Attorney Ceneral. Please
give Attorney Ceneral Janet Reno a warm wel cone. (Appl ause.)

JANET RENO. Thank you, Stuart. Thank you M. Tucker for a
wonderful, wonderful city that has nade ne feel very

wel cone, and, Councilwonman Green, thank you so very nuch.
You put the issue where it should be, on children.

Happy birthday, everybody. | felt so at hone | ast night

tal king with many of you, seeing sone old friends and
sharing sone of the experiences that we have all had as
prosecutors. | |listened to your |atest challenges, your

| atest projects, and |I thought back over how | got to be a
prosecutor and what it has neant to ne.

My father was a police reporter for the Mam Herald and he
never went to the Herald. He kept his office in the police
station and he covered the courts, the police and
everything that went on in the courthouse because it was
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1944 and we were at war.

My first menory is going to work with hi mwhen | was about
six years old, going to the courthouse, seeing a crim nal
trial in process, and every tinme things got livid in the
judge's words, daddy had to take nme out, and | said, wait a
mnute, | want to find out whether he was guilty or not.

The first summer job | ever had was in the Dade County

sheriff's office. It was a snmall little office, the jail,
the I ab, everything but the road patrol was on about five
floors of the courthouse. | |ook at what it has becone now
and | look at the technology and the tools that are

avail able to | aw enforcenent, and it staggers the

I magi nation. But during all of this, | swore |I would never
be a prosecutor, | amstill not sure why in retrospect, |

went to work for the Florida legislature and in 1972 | ran
for the legislature and | was defeated, and that is one of
the best things that ever happened to ne, because the next
norning R chard Gerstein had one of his chief assistants
call me and offer nme a job, and | said, he doesn't want ne
to cone to work for him | have always been the
prosecutor's critic, and the response was, he says you can
come do sonething about it yourself.

Well, instead of criticizing prosecutors | started
understanding nore clearly what the role of the prosecutor
was, how chal |l engi ng the position could be, and how
critically inmportant it was to a community. Alittle bit

| ater as Stuart has pointed out, Governor Askew appointed
me State Attorney when Richard Gerstein resigned. He said,
| understand that sone people think | appointed her just
because she was a woman. The governor who was very
puritanical upon occasions, said, but | didn't do that, |
appoi nt ed her because she stacked up better. And he didn't
reali ze what he had sai d.

And now after over 25 years as a prosecutor, | can say it
has been the nost rewardi ng experience that any | awer can
have. | found rather than denying protection to the

I nnocent, that a good prosecutor can do nore than anybody
el se, any other single person, to protect the innocent. And
| think that is one of our nost inportant functions and one
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that | watch prosecutors engage in day after day.

| discovered as | knew instinctively that convicting the
guilty according to principles of due process and fair play
had a greater inpact in terns of human |ife and saving
human |ife on sone occasions and in providing people wwth a
sense that their rights can be vindicated than al nost any
ot her form of governnent action. | discovered that you can
gi ve peopl e a second chance. Sonetines you nmake a m stake
and, boy, do you get it in the paper the next day. But it
shoul dn't stop you, because | renenber the man who cane up
to ne in a downtown office building in Mam and sai d,
thank you for arresting ne. And I said, | didn't arrest

you, sir. He said, you are right, but when | got arrested
for drugs, your prosecutors gave ne a chance, they got ne

into treatnent. | had lost ny famly, | had | ost ny job, |

had hit rock bottom | had no noney, | didn't know where to
go, and they gave ne a second chance. | have been drug free
for two years, | have got ny famly back, | have got a job.

And it is those nonents that you never forget.

| continued to collect child support in Mam, and when a
wonman broke through the rope line at a dedication of a new
church in South Carolina, built after the old church was
destroyed by arson, and she says, Janet, how are you, |
haven't seen you since Mam . You got ne child support in
Mam . And she gave ne a big hug as if | were her best
friend. And then she said, and these are the two you got ne
child support for. And there were two grown nen both doing

well that nmade ne feel like this is one of the best jobs
that you could ever have. It gave ne a chance to solve
pr obl ens.

Stuart has alluded to the drug court. | didn't establish

the drug court, there were the judge and the public

def ender and ot hers who canme together, a small group, to
establish a drug court which has made a difference in that
community. And early on we focused on donestic violence
because the nedi cal exam ner showed ne that 40 percent of
all homcides in Dade County up until that time in the | ast
20 years were related to donmestic violence. And we focused,
Counci | woman, on children, because the doctors took nme to
the public hospital in 1984 when the crack epidemc hit, to
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try to figure out what to do about crack involved infants
and their nothers, and you realize what good is all the
puni shnment going to be when the child doesn't even

under stand the concept of reward and puni shnent and

consci ence, concepts devel oped during the first three years
of life.

In short, | canme away from 15 years as a prosecutor in
M am convinced that it was the best job you could have,
one of the hardest jobs and one of the nost rewarding.

| have got six nonths left of another job, also a
prosecutor, that has been so rewardi ng because | have had
an opportunity to see prosecutors in action across this
country. | had an opportunity to watch the American peopl e
in action. | have never been so proud of prosecutors and |
have never been so proud of the Anerican peopl e.

W have tried to build a partnership and |I hope that
partnership will go on. But | intend to go hone at the end
of this term get in nmy red truck, which | hope |I have

pur chased by then, and take off and knock on sone of your
doors and sit and talk with you for a |longer period of tine
than | have had the chance. | hope to continue to support
your efforts across the country and | would like to | eave
you wi th sone chal | enges.

You have a position as a |eader in your community that few
can match. As advocates, as problem solvers, as people who
bring and can bring a conmunity together, | want to
chal | enge you to continue the efforts that you have started.

Crime is down now seven years in a row. W can becone
conpl acent and we can turn to other things, and we can
watch it go up as | have done on too many occasi ons over
the last 25 years, but |I think if we continue to work

t oget her, both those of us who will be in the private
sector and those as prosecutors, we can end the culture of
violence in this country as we have known it. Violence at
the level it exists now does not have to be, and what |
woul d chal l enge you to do is devel op a conprehensive
approach, which many of you have al ready pursued, that
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first of all anal yses what violence exists in your
communi ty and what generates it.

| used to worry about the conveni ence store robberies that
were commtted by the fellow that had the green O dsnobile
wth the battered right fender. | was sure that if | could
get all the arrest reports and incident reports coll ated, |
could get a lot nore | eads on who was involved. But |et us
use conputers, |let us use technol ogy and devel op data
bases. But data bases won't do nmuch good if you don't have
trai ned anal ysts who know how to use them and how to read

t hem and how to put down just what the problemis. Let us
use the data bases to collect information fromthe arrest
reports, the incident reports, energency room adm ssions,

| et us use university experts who oftentines wll vol unteer
their tinme to becone involved in this effort. What is the
nature of the crinme in your community? Is it for drug
organi zations, which is the nost serious? Use that data to
prioritize. Is it street gangs or organi zed crine, donestic
vi ol ence, arned career crimmnals, civil rights, violence,
vi ol ence generated by hate learned in prison, terrorism
serial killers or suicide?

Let's ook at what the tools of crine are. Is it drugs?
Meth is the energi ng drug now. What are we going to do
about it? What do we do about guns? How do we build
prograns with the U S. Attorney that can nmake a difference
and that doesn't work based on who gets the credit or whose
turf it is, but what's in the best interest of the
community. And with that partnership plan, plan in a
nonparti san way. | have been to too many places in Anerica
now where the Republican DA stands with the Denocratic U. S.
Attorney and Denocratic Attorney General and the Republican
mayor and tal ks about what's in the best interest of that
community. If we do nothing else, we have got to start

| ooking at crinme as we have al ways | ooked at foreign policy
and develop crinme initiatives in this country that are
based on good old commobn sense, hard data, strong planning
and strong partnership that is not divided and torn apart
by partisan political rhetoric comng fromeither side. Let
us then | ook at what are the real bases for the plan. Wo
shoul d handle what? If the federal governnent can cross
boundaries you can't cross, let themdo it. If you can do
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it better, let's by all nmeans let you do it. Let us bal ance
prevention with punishnent, reentry with intervention. Let
us focus on our children in problemsolving. Let us |ook at
tools. One is just good old fashioned effective firm
prosecution. But then nore and nore of us have joi ned
together with public health experts. Wen the crim nal
justice systemand the public health discipline cone
together, we can do so nuch nore. Ladies and gentlenen, |et
us focus on our courts as a marvel ous forum for problem

sol ving and for achieving justice.

It becane clear to ne and one of the reasons the drug court
was devel oped was because the courts had becone spread too
thin. The courts in Anerica over the |ast 30 years becane
the institution that the failures of other institutions
canme to at the end of the line, after famly, schools,

nei ghbor hoods and others had failed. The courts were
totally overwhel ned with the nunbers that cane. Let us
fashion sonething in juvenile courts, in dependency courts,
I n donestic violence courts that says this is a caseload a
j udge can nmanage and nmake a difference, these are the
resources he needs to get the job done. This is the tine
It's going to take, and then let us not cut corners,
because the nore we see of nobdel courts devel oped across
this country, the nore we see |lives saved and noney saved
because there is not a revolving door. Courts can be a
trenmendous institution for good in this country if we give
thema real chance to do justice in all ways.

Let's use our technol ogy, but let us master our technol ogy
I nstead of letting technology naster us. Let us understand
that you can do just so nuch with technology in terns of
proof and determ nation of the truth that it wll always
take the human elenent to ultimtely achieve the truth. And
then |l et us problemsolve with neth.

We wat ched crack creep up on this nation. | renmenber in
1984 we didn't know what it was. People said it was
cocaine, but it wasn't cocaine and it cane and hit us wth
a resounding blow in community after community across this
nation. Let us cone together and devel op a conprehensive
pl an for each community on neth. Devel oping nmeth specific
treatnent opportunities for everyone, devel oping public
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servi ce announcenents that make clear to the community what
meth can do to you, and how insidious it is, experts are
you now telling us it can be nore insidious than crack
because you can function longer in a job or otherw se than
you could with crack before you hit rock bottom Let us
devel op nmeans for cleaning up labs in a conprehensive way,
of sharing data between jurisdiction, but let us nove and
probl em sol ve and not stand by and watch it hurt community
after community. Let us focus on street gangs and donestic
viol ence in the sanme way and probl em sol ve. Donestic

vi ol ence has been sonetines an intractabl e phenonena, but
unl ess we end violence in the hones, we are never going to
end it on the streets of Anerica.

| think we have got to go further than the crimnal justice
system we have got to step back to the | awer advising a
young coupl e just upon nmarriage, to the priest, to the
doctor, to the pediatrician, making clear to everyone that
donmestic violence is unacceptable and that we do not have
to accept it, it should not be a part of anyone's life.

Let us |ook at how we deal with young nen com ng hone from
prison. They get stopped so often because they seemthe

i kely subjects. What so many of themwant is to get off on
the right foot, to nmake a difference, to becone invol ved,
and every tinme they think they finally nade it, they
sonetinmes feel pushed down. Let us be fair to them and give
them a strong and hel pi ng hand, but give themthe firm and
certain know edge that if they ness up, they are going to
be hel d account abl e.

Wth all of these issues with respect to violence we still
face anot her chall enge, a challenge as daunting, a

chall enge in many respects as inportant. How do we deal
with cyber tools and cyber crine in a way that protects the
constitution as we have known it, protects our privacy, and
yet pursues those who use the cyber technol ogy of today
around the world to inflict harm on ot hers.

| think it is going to be inportant that we work together,
and Bob Johnson and | have di scussed ways that we can do

that in the six nonths that we have, and | expect to be in
touch with you this week on how we can do that. But let ne
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share with you sonething that | think is inportant.

The industry had not really paid nuch attention to |aw
enforcenent. They scoffed at |aw enforcenent. They said | aw
enforcenent is going to invade our privacy, it's going to
reduce our sense of innovation, it's going to try to
control us. And | have consistently told themthat |aw
enforcenent, if it was done right, was supposed to protect
privacy, it was supposed to give people freedomto

I nnovate, and that we could work together. They didn't
listen to ne, and | thought they are going to have to be
zapped by sonme cyber crimnal before they understand. And
here cane the intrusions and the denial of service attacks
and they were knocki ng on our doors.

W had a neeting in the cabinet roomwth the President and
representatives of industry, we heard fromthem and I
asked themif it would be helpful if we had a conference on
cyber issues and what | aw enforcenent could do to be a
better responder to these issues. W had a neeting at
Stanford Law School and then one recently in Herndon,
Virginia, the Silicon Valley of the east as it is
devel opi ng.

Ladi es and gentl enen, you woul d have thought | was
listening to a robbery victim | don't know who to call, |
amworried about ny nane in the paper, nobody tells ne what
happens, nobody explains it to ne. The sentences aren't

t ough enough, it takes too long, all my enpl oyees have
their depositions taken. We is ne. And what | said is,

and, Janet, woe is you for not getting the nessage out
earlier. | called the director of our office of victins of
crime, we are organizing and we would like to organize wth
you to see how we can deal with this issue in terns of

vi ctinms support and victimunderstanding so that we resol ve
these issues. | think it is also inportant that we neet
together to figure out how we deal with the issues of
borders, state borders and nation borders, because cyber

t ool s have nade t hem neani ngl ess.

How do we go after the Frenchman's--how does the French
governnment go after the Frenchman's conputer if he is a
customrer of Anerica On Line, and al though he has never
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st epped foot outside France, his conputers data is stored
sonewhere near Dulles. How do you go fromone state to
anot her? Much is being done in this and |I think we shoul d
be in it together to ensure that we | eave no gap.

But finally I would Iike to close with a thought. Police
and prosecutors represent governnent to the people nore
clearly and in a nore defined way than any other
representative of governnent. Qurs is an extraordinary
governnment, a governnment of the people with constitutional
limtations.

One of the great privileges that | have had as Attorney
General is to watch mnisters of justice, attorney's
general and others fromthe energi ng denocracies of eastern
Eur ope cone to ny conference room They cone first with
stars in their eyes, they are so excited, they have fought
so hard, they have risked their life, they have risked
their lives of their famlies because they believe so
deeply in denocracy. Sonetines they conme back | ooking sad,
down, and frustrated, and then |I have heard that they have
l eft office.

You realize that denocracy is very fragile, but you realize
how absol utely wonderful an institution it is. How nuch we
must cherish it and how we nust never ever take it for

gr ant ed.

And then about a week ago | went to stand on the plains at
Runnynede to speak about access to justice. | could see the
barons formng in the neadow bel ow, a rowdy bunch,
demandi ng ri ghts because the king had ignored them and had
been indifferent to them The barons got their rights but I
fear they did not speak out sufficiently for all people.
And | think we nmust, and prosecutors can and nust | ead the
way.

There was a clause in the Magna Carta that said, to none
shall we deny or delay right or justice.

There are still too many people in Amrerica today who do not
have access to justice because they cannot afford a | awer

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/72400agndaa.htm (10 of 13) [4/21/2009 8:30:12 AM]



07-24-00: 2000 NDAA SUMMER CONFERENCE JULY 24, 2000 CAVAN...TON JANET RENO'S SPEECH REPORTED BY OSMUND D. MILLER, CSR

and they cannot see the law as real to them But you know
as well as | do who they call. They call the State Attorney
or the District Attorney to solve their problem And in
many i nstances we cannot, but we can often refer or then we
can develop institutions and processes that help them

You have a great role in cherishing the denocracy we hol d
so dear, of naking people believe that sonewhere in
governnent i s sonebody who can be responsive to their needs
or refer themto the right place.

Secondly, we nust never ever forget how horrible it nust be
to be sitting in one's house, have a knock on the door and
have soneone tell you that they have a warrant for your
arrest for a crine you did not commt and for which you are
totally innocent.

W have a special burden to nmake sure that the | aw seeks
the truth and does the truth. Yes, we can use technology to
hel p prove i nnocence, but it takes nore than that. It takes
objectivity. And | think today there is a tendency
sonetines in | aw enforcenent when you get one clue or two
cl ues, to pursue those clues alnost with blinders on, not

pi cking up the signs along the way that indicate it's
sonebody el se. Keep those blinders off and pursue the truth
because you are the best source of governnment to pursue
truth.

| watch other people debate facts. None debates facts |ike
a prosecutor. No one el se has to prove sonet hi ng beyond and
to the exclusion of a reasonable doubt, and you know what
truth nmeans better than anyone else. And to get to the
truth it requires that tenacity of prosecutors that few
have, that tenacity to dig and to dig, and then when
sonet hi ng doesn't seemright, to keep on digging until the
facts fall in place.

Finally, we have got to nake sure that the |law as we know
it is applied on behalf of and to its people in a fair,
respectful and constitutional manner that wll give al
people the feeling that we have done right by them
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| have been stopped by people | have sent to prison saying,
H , how are you? | am doi ng okay now and | appreciate the
way you handl ed t he case.

Prosecutors to me are anong the great people of public
service. Those of you |I know are included in those ranks.
Those of you who | have not net, knowi ng this association,
| have no doubts but that you are |eaders. Let us go forth
fromthis day, | in the six nonths | have renaining, you
for the tinme that you are in office, and | ead our

comruni ties and our nation towards one ultinmte goal,
putting the people of this nation first, holding them
accountable in a fair way, giving each person the
opportunity to be their very best. Because, |adies and
gentl enen, you have seen your communities, | have seen
Anerica's communities, and the Anerican people are great,
they care so nuch, they want so for their nation to do
right, they want so for people to lead in fair respectful
terns, and they will join us and go with us. Wth them we
can end the culture of violence, wth themwe can master
cyber technol ogy and ot her technol ogi es, and we can | eave
this world a better place for our public service.

Thank you so nmuch for all that you do for this country.

( Appl ause).

MR. VANMEVEREN. | don't know if many of you know, but
Attorney Ceneral Reno has been a wonderful friend to our
association and to state and | ocal prosecutors. She cones
to nmost of our summer conferences. | think the first one
was in Rapid City, South Dakota seven or eight years ago,
maybe seven years ago, and she has been a great friend of
ours. | just want to say we just thank you dearly for being
such a good friend and supporter of us. Thank you for
sharing your insights wwth us, we are going to hate to see
you go in six nonths, but we wll be | ooking for you--

JANET RENO. Watch out for the red truck.

MR. VANMEVEREN: W only hope that the next Attorney Ceneral
shares the sane beliefs, the sane dedication, the sane
energy and the sanme spirit of cooperation as Attorney
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General Reno has.

(End of speech.)
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