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AVERI CAN BAR ASSCCI ATI ON
ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO
AFTER- LUNCHEON SPEECHES
hel d at
THE RUNNYMEDE HOTEL
W NDSOR ROAD
EGHAM
SURREY TVW20 0AG
ENG_LAND
on
Saturday, July 15, 2000
PROCEEDI NGS
(3:30 pm

THE TOASTMASTER M Mayor, your Excell ency, Attorney
General of the United States of Anerica, Lord Chief
Justice, Acting Master of the Rolls, |adies and gentl enen,
pray silence for the President of the American Bar

Associ ation, M WIlliam G Paul, your President.

( Appl ause)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, M Toast naster.
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You may have observed that our toastmaster is in a red coat
and this proves the flexibility of the English toastmaster,
but what | observed is the power of the English judiciary.
A few mnutes ago the Lord Chief Justice said to the
toastmaster, "I think our US guests are di sappoi nted that
you are not in your red coat", to which he replied, "Five
m nutes, ny Lord", and he was back in four-and-a-half

m nut es.

(Laught er)

| amtold that Bryn, the toastmaster, is the best in the
ki ngdom and you' ve proved it today.

( Appl ause)

We continue our celebration of the rededication of the
Runnynmede Menorial. W have cel ebrated the principles
underlying the great charter and we have renewed our
commitment to themat the earlier cerenmony. Now we conti nue
this wonderful event by adding to the roster of the giants
of the | aw who addressed us today the Attorney General of
the United States.

Now a special treat for you. There is here today, or there
are here today, three past presidents of the Anerican Bar
fromthe State of Florida: Chesterfield Smth, Reece Smth
and Sammy Del enbertay. | reflected on that and, when it
conmes to presidents, Florida is to the ABA as Virginiais
to the USA

(Appl ause)

Now t hese very strong past presidents don't agree on very
much, but there is one thing on which | know they do agree
and that is that the fourth Floridian to be a president of
the ABA, at |east anpbng us here today, is the greatest of
themall. They agree on that.

(Appl ause) That is the dynam c | eader who follows ne as the
Presi dent and we call on Martha Barnett of Tall ahassee,
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Florida, a distinguished |lawer in the national |aw firm of
Hol | and & Knight, to introduce our speaker today.

Mart ha has nmade a mark in our profession and on the

Associ ation as the first woman to serve as Chair of the ABA
House of Del egates which she did with wi sdom and grace. But
nore inportantly of all she is destined to nake her mark as
one of the finest presidents of the Anerican Bar

Associ ation, man or woman. W will benefit greatly from her
service and contri butions.

Mart ha, conme forward and introduce that great Floridian
Attorney Ceneral, for the UK host | will say probably the
nost popul ar person in governnent in the United States.
Mar t ha.

( Appl ause)

THE PRESI DENT- ELECT: Thank you, President Paul. | want to
make sure you all know that the nost popul ar person in
governnment in the United States is not me, that is our
Attorney Ceneral.

Well, Roberta and Lady Hel en, can you believe it? W are
finally here. It has begun and it has begun with sun
shining on this event, even though for a nonent there was
cl oud, as Jonathan Hurst told nme, kind of cane over, took a
| ook, decided this was not the place to rain, and we are
del i ghted to be here.

Just a nonent to thank the host commttee, the London 2000
Commttee, both the UK and US. This is a marvel ous event
and all of us are deeply appreciative of having an
opportunity to be here.

Believe it or not, as wonderful as this norning has been
with our current wonderful President, Bill Paul and Justice
Sandr Day O Connor and Lord Wolf and Lord Norse, the best
Is yet to cone.

It's a beautiful day to celebrate freedom in fact any day
that we celebrate freedomis a beautiful day to ne.
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(Appl ause)

Thank you. It's really an honor to be in England whi ch many
of us view as the birth place of freedom Wat happened in
Runnynede Meadows on June 15th, 1215, established the fate
and future course, not only of English history, but, in
truth, of the civilized world. The Magna Carta principles
gui ded English common | aw and eventual |y, when the
colonists left their honeland for the New Wrld, their
charters were founded on those sane principles. Indeed this
common heritage, as you heard today, is nost clearly
reflected in the United States Constitution Bill of Rights.

As we gather this afternoon to celebrate Magna Carta and
rededi cate the nenorial, we renenber our comon | egal
origin, the thenme of this neeting, our comon | aw and our
comon bond. In fact, when the Anerican col onists raised
their arns against their nother country, they were not
fighting the nother country, they were not fighting for new
freedons, but they were fighting to preserve the principles
and |iberties that had been established at the beginning of
the 13th century.

When | think about Magna Carta and what it has neant to so
many people, | wonder if the barons of Runnynede foresaw
the dramatic and enduring inpact it would have on the
course of history. Wnen, nen and children in our countries
have freedons today that many around the world can only
dream of and hope for.

Sadly, as recent events illustrate, human rights are still
violated in many places all over this world. In

rededi cating the Magna Carta Menorial, we affirm our nutual
commtnment to preserving the rule of |aw. Tom Brokaw sai d
It best this past week when he was addressing the Anerican
Bar Association at our neeting in New York. He said that
the rule of |aw should be a passport for adm ssion to the
new m || enni um

Li berty is such a gift. It is good, it's very good, that
the nmenbers of the | egal profession on both sides of the
ocean periodically come together and renmenber our debt to
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the principles of Magna Carta and rededi cate ourselves to
conduct consistent with its spirit.

Today it is ny privilege to introduce Janet Reno, a | awer
to whomthe rule of law is sacred and who personifies the
spirit of Magna Carta. Her devotion to liberty and her |ove
of the law is evidenced best by her words about three weeks
ago to the Senate -- | believe it was Judiciary Commttee.
In response to criticismfor failing to appoint a speci al
prosecutor she said, and | quote: "As | told you once, M
Chairman, | don't do things based on polls, | do things
based on the evidence and the |aw. "

Janet Reno's unwavering adherence to the rule of |aw has
often frustrated all sides of the political spectrum Like
t he barons of Runnynede who decl ared t hensel ves i ndependent
of the nonarchy, she has remained free frominfluence even
fromthe president who appointed her. At all tines Janet
Reno acts according to her belief that, as we heard this
norning, no man i s above the | aw

This Harvard-trained | awer has been descri bed as tough,
meti cul ous, principled, idealistic and stubborn. As all of
us know, particularly those of us who are | awyers, that

| ast term "stubborn” is a great conplinent. Because of her
steadfast integrity and loyalty to the rule of |law, she can
now boast of being the | ongest-serving Attorney General of
the United States since the Ei senhower adm nistration.

O course those of us who know her so well and |ove her so
much know that, while she is quick to take responsibility
and bl ane, she is too hunble to accept praise or accol ades.

How fitting it is that today, as we rededi cate the Magnha
Carta Menorial, we hear froma | awer who has spent her
entire |ife upholding the founding principles of our |egal
system

Please join nme in welcomng the Attorney General of the
United States of Anerica, the favorite daughter of Florida,
Janet Reno.
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(Appl ause)

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Thank you, Mart ha.

Martha cones with great credentials. She stood in nmy office
where | served as a State Attorney and said, "l"'mgoing to
defend that person", and she did it to the hilt and did it
with nmagni fi cence and she was every inch what a | awer
shoul d be.

Bill Paul has been such a magnificent President and | just
appreciate all your service, sir.

Lord Woolf, Lord Norse, thank you, and thank all your
col | eagues for such a wonderful warmreception and for
maki ng us renenber where we cane from

Justice O Connor, | don't know what | woul d have done

W thout you in the last 7 years. You are an exanple for us
all. Though | hope you're not the last, |I'mnot the |ast,

or anybody else is not the last, I'msure glad you were the
first.

( Appl ause)

Anbassador, you and Linda have served our country with such
di stinction and I thank you so very, very nmuch for your
hospitality and for your wonderful service.

( Appl ause)

To the nenbers of the Anerican Bar Association | say | cane
before you in New York City 7 years ago. At that tine |
told you | loved the law and |I | oved good and caring

| awyers. After watching you in action froma vantage point
that few have during the last 7 years across the United
States and around the world, | have seen you as splendid
advocates in courtroons, | have seen you as ingenious and
et hical problem solvers on the streets of Anerica, | have
seen you as dedicated public servants on the bench, at the
Bar, in the |legislature and in executive chanbers. | am
prouder than ever to be a |lawer in Anerica.
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(Appl ause)

| honor you for what you have done for the profession and
for the rule of Iaw. You have been magnificent.

One of the joys of ny office has been to wel cone | eaders of
new and ol d denocracies energing froma tine of tyranny.
These nen and wonen cone dedicated to freedom They cone
wWth stars in their eyes and they carry verbal shields and
swords. They have struggl ed. Many of them have spent tine
in jail. They have risked not only their life, but the
lives of the people they |ove. Now, having prevailed over
tyranny, they face the evil of corruption, they frane
constitutions, and they inspire their people.

They are valiant souls and they inspire ne too, for they
reaffirmfor ne, each tine they visit, that denocracy
founded on the rule of lawis alnost a mracle of human
endeavour and a testanment to the strength, the courage, and
the magni fi cence of the human spirit. W nen nust work hard
for it, we nust cherish it, and we nust never ever take it
for granted. Thus it is fitting and proper that we are
together in a nation and with its peopl e who have taught us
how.

( Appl ause)

Stop for a nonent and renenber what happened 60 years ago
over these green fields. Think of the incredible courage
and the spirit of a few who stood in the way of tyranny for
us all. Inits courts, inits literature, in the hearts and
m nd of the people of the United Kingdom the | aw has been
forged and shaped and strengthened as a mghty force for
freedom and for the peaceful conduct of our |ives together
on this planet.

They do extraordinary things. Go to A d Bailey and | ook
over the entrance to the old building: "Defend the children
of the poor and puni sh the wongdoer." Next tinme you from
Anmerica hear sonebody carp about an Attorney CGeneral who is
interested in the children, send themto A d Bailey.
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( Appl ause)

Rem nd themthat the man who stood between Engl and and
Hitler also could say this in 1911 as the Hone Secretary:
The nmood and tenper of the public in regard to the
treatment of crime and crimnals is one of the nost
unfailing tests of the civilization of any country. A calm
di spassionate recognition of the rights of the accused and
even of the convicted crimnal against the state, a
constant heart-searching of all charged with the deed of
puni shnment. Tireless efforts towards the di scovery of
regenerative processes, unfailing faith that there is a
treasure, if you can find it, in the heart of every nman.
These are the synbols which, in the treatnent of crine and
crimnals, nmake and neasure the stored up strength of a
nation and are the sign and proof of the living virtue of
it.

The Hone Secretary was Wnston Churchill. That is our host
country.

But the question that has dogged nme since | first read ny
first law case at | aw school is how can the | aw serve the
peopl e who do not have access to it, who cannot afford it?
How can the | aw be made real for the indigent defendant
faced wth the death penalty who has a | awyer who doesn't
care or who is not paid enough to begin to properly
represent him the nonindi gent defendant who cannot afford
to match the State's resources? How can the | aw be nmade
real for the nother of four just comng off welfare who
can't get the landlord to fix the plunbing that has stopped
up for 3 nonths? How can the | aw properly serve the 3-year-
old victimof abuse who faces a totally inadequate child
wel fare systen? How can the | aw protect the elderly person
on fixed incone who has just been conned out of every cent
t hey had? How can the | aw properly care for the man who
cannot get a | oan because he cannot afford a | awer to show
di scrimnation? How can the | aw protect the property owner
whose property val ue has just been erased by the big

devel oper who gave contributions to everybody in the county
comm ssion? How can the [ aw be real for the 21-year-old

bl ack man who cones out of prison and gets stopped five
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times in the first nonth he is out of prison because they
know he has been there and they don't give hima chance to
get off on the right foot? How can we be sure that the | aw
does not turn people away to hopel essness and despair or so
treat themthat they react in violence and in rage? How can
we nmake the | aw an instrunent of enpowernent rather than an
I nstrunent of excl usion?

Now, the barons were certainly a nore rowdy crowd than that
wonder ful young man who was there today.

(Laughter) He had such a jaunty smle on his face and he
made the first anmendnent so easy, and the cross of St
George hel ped too. But they forced the issue and they got
their answer from King John in the hauntingly spare and
beauti ful words of Chapter 40 of Magnha Carta: "To no one
wll we sell, to none wll we deny, or delay, right or
justice."” Can we nmake these words cone true, not just for
barons, rowdy barons as they were, but for people, all the
peopl e of our nations?

The Anerican Bar Associ ation has done a wonderful job.
Begi nning in the begi nning, you' ve been an advocate for

| egal aid for |egal services; you' ve been there fighting
every day. You are now engaged in efforts to train people
for | egal services.

Mart ha, your words on the death penalty, got to change them
alittle bit, but your words on the death penalty reflect
the best in the practice, but we still have far to go. And,
Martha, |'ve got a proposition for you: in the next 3

years, let's begin to devel op and i npl enent plans for
maki ng Chapter 40 real for all the people in our country.

(Appl ause)

Now, | awyers |ike words and they | ove to see wonderful
words spelled out in court orders, and they |like to see due
process of |law, and Chapter 40 is a marvel |l ous expression,
but let's go beyond the words. Let's get to the realistic
details, let's get hard-hitting, let's get conprehensive
and let's get effective and deliver, and |I think we can.

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/0715agrunnymede.htm (9 of 18) [4/21/2009 9:20:21 AM]



07-15-00: AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION ATTORNEY GENERAL JA...YMEDE HOTEL WINDSOR ROAD EGHAM SURREY TW20 OAG ENGLAND

There are 10 steps. First of all let's identify
jurisdictions in this country. For sone it may be a snal
state or a large state that has an organized bar that is
willing to give and a State Suprene Court that's willing to
doit. It may be a county, it may be a region, it may be a
city, it may be a nei ghborhood, and let us figure out what
the federal role should be. Then let's identify the
entities to participate and the one that's going to be
responsible. Is it going to be the State Suprene Court or
could it be the executive? Could it be the state bar, |ocal
bars, the private sector, |aw schools or other disciplines?
But let's get everybody together identifying the
jurisdictions and let's start planning how we neet these
needs.

The third step, let's inventory the need for |egal services
In these respective jurisdictions and let us identify the
probl ens which generate these needs. For exanple, the need
for legal services. You mght define it as an area, an area
wth a high rate of poverty and a | arge nunber of single
parents living in poverty with their children who are at
risk. It may be a high incidence of donestic violence that
gives a glaring picture of the need for advocacy in this
area. It may be discrimnation, discrimnation in the terns
of racial profiling, discrimnation in terns of |oan
denial, discrimnation in so many ot her ways, whether it be
housi ng or otherw se, and nost of all we will probably see
It again and again in terns of disparity of treatnent in
the crimnal justice system

VWhat are the problens? The problens may be barriers between
races, the failure of Anerica to cone to appreciate and
honor and use its diversity to strengthen its nation, to
strengthen its people, rather than to divide and to tear us
down. It may be the children and famlies at risk. It may
be a whol e new area, cyber technology and cyber crinme and
what it does.

Lawers, instead of waiting for the litigation to start or
the specific problens to be solved, can cone together
between the UK and the United States and around the world
and start saying: How do we use this extraordinary tool to
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educate, to communicate, to |learn, for comerce, for
expandi ng our horizons, and how do we prevent it from being
a tool that invades our privacy and underm nes the spirit
of human beings? In short, the bar of both our nations can
cone together and say: How do we prevent technology from
mastering us? How do we make sure that the people naster

t echnol ogy?

Wth this technol ogy cones anot her challenge. If a nan can
sit in a kitchen in St Petersburg, Russia, and steal froma
bank in New York, borders are going to becone neani ngl ess.
How are we going to create court systens around the world
that can be responsive to this? How can we build alliances,
such as we have with the UK, with other nations around the
world, to permt us to trace those who are intruding, those
who are hacking, those who are guilty of denial of service?

VWhat can we do? What can we do when a French gover nnment
wants to investigate a Frenchman who hasn't stepped foot
out of France, they get a search warrant for his conputer,
but o and behold he is a custonmer of Anerica Online and
the data is stored near Dallas? Let's start handling it
upfront. Let's cone together as |lawers in a planned way
and start figuring out what to do.

Then having inventoried what the need for |legal services is
In the specific jurisdiction we're planning for, let us

| ook at the traditional neans of providing | egal services
and let's figure out how we can enhance those services, how
we can provide themin a nore conprehensive way so that
It's not pieceneal and happenstance. Let us nmake sure that
we train those who are going to participate in the
traditional neans of delivering | egal services and devel op
mentors and solve their ethical problens before they start.

One thing I will point out to you: |lawers are not very
good managers. If we can't nmanage it, let's go find
sonebody that can manage it and get it delivered and
straightened out. And then let's | ook at pro bono services
and how we can deliver them best, and | egal services and
publ i c defenders and court-appointed | awers and retired

| awyers. | keep running into retired | awers who just want
so to be involved and so to nmake a difference. Let's make
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it possible for themto do so without a |lot of fuss and
bother. And Il et us explore Chile's system where you have
got to contribute I egal services as you becone admtted to
t he Bar.

Then |l et us cone together. Let, for exanple, Mrtha, the

| awyers fromall of Florida identify the problens, the

great problens that are generating nost of the needs for

| egal services, and then the Anerican Bar Association, and
say: OK. Let's bring together the other bar associ ations,
peopl e that care, people fromcongress that care, and
identify five problens that are major for this country
today. And let's |let the I awers get working on them not
fromthe point of view of a problemto be solved for a
client, but a problemto be solved for the nation they | ove.

How do we do that? Diversity? Lawers from One Anerica is
about to issue a report and it's going to, | think, nake a
big difference. But |awers, when they put their mnd to
It, do sone extraordinary things: they bring people
together, they inspire people, they get them going, and
they get them connected and they get problens sol ved.

But none of the issues are going to be net until we really
come to grips with sonmething | talked to you about 7 years
ago. Diversity won't be solved if we wait for affirmative
action in |aw school. W have got to start when that child
I's born, when that child is 0 to 3, when that child is in
the streets in the afternoon after school. W have got to
make sure that we devel op systens that enable that child to
have a strong and positive future or otherwise all the
affirmati ve action systens won't work 15 years fromthen,
the prisons won't work 20 years fromnow. W have got to do
nore in terns of children and famly.

( Appl ause)

Let us bring the Bar of the UK and the US together with
others. Let us reach out across barriers all the way around
the world and |l et us nake sure we cone together and sol ve
sone of the problens that face us with respect to the cyber
world. It's going to be such a great world if |awers do
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their job.

But that's not going to be enough. |'ve got further ideas,
and, M Del bert, you're responsible for ne conveying these
ideas. | told hima while back that | was advocating a
comrmuni ty advocate and problem sol ving person who had no
nore than a 4-year college degree. | said | guessed he

wasn't going to have nuch to do with that idea and he said
he woul d not have, except that he had been to Africa and
wat ched a man who had not even a high school education, who
had been trained by an Anerican surgeon who vol unt eer ed,
how to do eye surgery. He happened to be very good with his
hands and he happened to be a very smart nman and he saved
eyesi ghts that woul d never have been saved if we had waited
for the surgeon. The tine has cone in Anerica for us to

| ook at how we use people in careful and thoughtful ways to
provi de services that | awers have failed to provide.

| "' m not advocating teaching or creating a two-tier system
one for the rich and one for the poor, |I'm suggesting that
we mght go to these community advocates for a | ot of

probl ens that |awers say: "Hm | don't know what to do
about that. | don't know about this." But we could do it in
a nunber of ways. We could provide for a 4-year degree with
courses designed to neet a specific need: |andlord/tenant,
donmestic violence, immgration, re-entry fromprison. W
coul d provi de managenent franmeworks that nmake a difference
and we could help themw th the economics of this practice.
They could do it under the auspices of a law firm a
muni ci pality, a private enployer, or they could do it
freestanding and charge a fee for their service. W could
certify them W could be creative. But we woul d have
sonebody who could provide i nmedi ate service for a problem
that just runs down a person's life when they are trying to
hol d on.

That nother that | tal ked about wth four children who is

just beginning to cope wth going on welfare, the plunbing
won't work, the children are sick, she has reached the end
of her road. If there was sonebody there who could say to

that landlord, "I'"mgoing to do this, this and this if you
don't get that plunmbing fixed", it's going to nake a

di fference. W have got to enpower all Anerica as we
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soneti nes enpower our favorite clients.

VWhat are the tools? The tools begin with | aw school. The
tools begin even earlier than | aw school. The tools begin
in | awers and teachers |earning how to teach the children
of Anerica to solve problens, to resolve conflicts w thout
kni ves and guns and fists, to listen and to communi cate and
to work together to resolve issues rather than to create

t hem

Children are wonderful little creatures. |If given half a
fighting chance, they can do so nuch. They want so to be
I nvol ved, they want so to grow up to be sonebody that is
good and contributing, and we can give themthat chance. W
can use conputers and those children can show us how to use
the conputers better to deliver |egal services than anybody.

(Laught er)

W can provide one of the tools -- and I"'min this together
wWth you -- to provide open governnment, a sinple
government, that uses small old words and designs systens
that protect people's rights so that Phil Anderson doesn't
have to advocate again and again, as he has just done, for
representation and for the protection of the rights of
immgrants. This is so inportant.

(Appl ause)

The eighth step is we've got to provide access to where the
|l aw i s made beginning with the courts. Think about it for a
nmoment. Over the last 30 years Anerica has seen the

I ncrease in court case | oads. People have cone into the
crimnal justice systemas the institution of the famly,

t he school s, the nei ghborhood, have failed our children in
too many instances. The courts, totally overwhel ned, have
tried to react the best they could. They didn't know the
names of the defendants; they couldn't match nanmes with
faces. They had totally inadequate resources.

W have a chance to bring a new strength to our courts,
because | think we are show ng themthat we can nake a
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difference if we nmake sure that the case |load is snall
enough and the resources are | arge enough to nake a
di fference.

In 1988 we established a drug court in Dade County,
Florida. Just a few people were there. W operated on a
carrot and stick approach. W nade sure it was not spread
too thin, that the court could supervise and control.

| went back 10 years later for the anniversary of the drug
courts. W now have over 400 either on the drawi ng board or
In actual function in this country and they are being

eval uat ed agai n and again as bei ng successful. Chief Judge
Judith Kay in New York is doing wonderful things with
community courts.

| f we want answers to donestic violence, if we want to
solve problens, if we want to serve the people, |let us nake
sure we establish courts that are accessible to the people
so that they can get there and get there according to
processes and procedures that the judges w |l appreciate
and that the people who need the access can under st and.

Let us, as the ninth point, get access to our |egislatures
and congress. People used to wal k into 1600 Pennsyl vani a
Avenue during Abraham Lincoln's day and sit there in the

| obby. How do you get to the people who represent us? You
get there by polls, you get there by e-nmails, you get there
by who can send the nost e-nmils. Let us get there by
virtue of what is right in terns of good governnent. Harry
Truman said: "Doing right is easy. What's right is nore
difficult.” Let us let the Bar develop foruns that can help
us, as |awyers, Republicans and Denocrats, figure out what
is right and get this nation noving forward.

But finally the tenth step is the one nost personal to ne:
encourage public service. The Harvard Institute of Politics
has said that young people today want to get into community
service, but they want nothing to do with politics because
they don't respect the federal governnent and they don't
respect politicians. How will we encourage the young to get
into politics if lawers can't serve because their |aw

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/0715agrunnymede.htm (15 of 18) [4/21/2009 9:20:21 AM]



07-15-00: AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION ATTORNEY GENERAL JA...YMEDE HOTEL WINDSOR ROAD EGHAM SURREY TW20 OAG ENGLAND

firmse won't | et them because there are too nmany conflicts
and they can't afford it otherw se?

Peopl e say: "Why do you want to be in public service? Al
you do is get cussed at, fussed at, and figuratively beaten
around the ears."” | think of those young nen who fl ew over
these fields, and getting cussed at and fussed at is the

| east of anybody's worry when you think of what they did.

( Appl ause)

When you think of Chesterfield Smith and what he has done
with his whole life, he probably didn't get cussed at and
fussed at as nuch as | have, but he has had a | ot nore
probl ens protecting this country than | have.

To put it bluntly, | cane up against a good | awer once. |
knew | was going to be up against Florida Power & Light and
| was deternmined to be prepared and | stayed up all night.
And | whopped that |awer, not because | was any snarter or
better than he was, but | was prepared.

A couple of weeks later that |awer offered ne a job as
Staff Director of the House Judiciary Commttee. He was the
Chai rman because his law firmlet himserve in the arena of
public politics. If he hadn't had that opportunity and if |
didn't have that opportunity, | probably wouldn't be
standi ng here today. It also hel ped when Patsy sent him
down and said: "Go help her do anything she needs" -- |
won't tell you what | said.

(Laught er)

Ladi es and gentl enen, |awers get accused of an awful | ot
of contentiousness, but [awers that do the job the right
way bring grace and gallantry and valor to the political
debate. They can be Republicans and Denocrats, they can get
I n argunments, they can disagree, but there is a gallantry
to what they do, and | think the absence of |awers in the

worl ds where law is nmade -- the legislative forns of county
conm ssions, city conm ssions, the state | egi sl ature,
congress -- di mnishes the debate.
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Lawers are very good at concepts, they are very good at
princi ples. They are not sonetines so good in putting those
to work, but we need nore principle statenents of |awyers.

Finally, | have paid note to those in this country who have
gi ven so much, | have paid note to those in the energing
denocracies, but in the last 7 years | have seen the

Aneri can people at work. | have seen young bl ack nen cone
fromprison and change their |ives because sonebody hel ped
them but because they cared. | have seen the people of

Okl ahoma City overcone a blast fromhell and rise up
stronger, greater, braver than ever before.

The strength, the resiliency, the magnificence of the human
spirit of the Anmerican people is as strong or stronger than
ever. It is waiting to be inspired. It is waiting to be
told: "Hey, you can do this and this and this." The | awers
of Anerica are very good at inspiring and | eadi ng the way.
Martha, let's go get the job done.

( Appl ause)

THE PRESI DENT: Wasn't that magnificent? It was.

( Appl ause)

Mart ha, that introduction wasn't bad either. That was
really nice.

But, General Reno, you did nore than just nmake a speech,
you laid out a program and it's a fine program a 10-poi nt
program and you' ve got your Floridian teamall there ready
to go.

We thank you for those remarks and for your vision for the
future of the justice system about which you care so deeply
and to which you have nmade such a great contribution.

In addition, you have been a great friend to the Anerican
Bar Associ ation and we appreciate it. You' ve been a great
friend throughout your termof office. You' re a great
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friend at hone and here, here as well. W | ook forward to
your continued friendshi p.

Well, now we've cone to the end. Thank you all for com ng
and participating in a wonderful beginning to the London
sessions. | wish you an enjoyable week and | know t hat you
will have it.

M Toastnmaster, do you want to do this or do you want ne
to? W are about to adjourn here.

THE TOASTMASTER: You can do it. You're in charge.
(Laught er)

THE PRESI DENT: All right. | have perm ssion of the
Toast master to announce we are adjourned.

(Appl ause)

(The speeches concluded at 4:14 pm

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/0715agrunnymede.htm (18 of 18) [4/21/2009 9:20:21 AM]



	usdoj.gov
	07-15-00: AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO AFTER-LUNCHEON SPEECHES held at THE RUNNYMEDE HOTEL WINDSOR ROAD EGHAM SURREY TW20 0AG ENGLAND


