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Q Attorney General Reno, can you offer us sone thoughts and
I nsi ghts about the arrest that's been nmade in the hacker
case?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think there will be an inportant
announcenent at 10:30 this norning. | think there has been
superb cooperation between Canadi an authorities, our
Computer Crinmes Section and the FBI. And | think further
comments w Il be nade at 10: 30.

Qls it still an open investigation?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think comrents shoul d be made at t hat
time.

Q Elian Gonzalez. You're waiting |ike everybody el se for
the Appeals Court ruling. | guess the question that needs
to be asked at this point is: Are you -- people have been
describing the Justice Departnent as being in "enforcenent
node." How soon after an Appeals Court ruling are you
prepared to act?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, it depends on what the 11th Circuit
says.
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QIf you get the injunction that you seek though?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think the tinme has cone for us to await
the decision of the 11th Grcuit and then take whatever
appropriate action is dictated at that tine. W w ||
utilize all |aw enforcenent options, if appropriate under
the 11th Grcuit order. And it doesn't make nuch sense to
tell you what our options are or the timng of them

Q Ms. Reno, we were told by departnent |awers that Lazaro
Gonzalez is specifically in violation of Section 212(d)5 of
the INA. And we had sone questions about what sanctions or
penalties attach, and we are not able to get an answer. Is
there anything that you can tell us about sanctions or
penalties, what mght attach to his violations?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have not explored the issue of sanction
and penalties. | aminterested only in reuniting Elian wth
hi s father.

Q Ms. Reno, one of the advisers to the governnent rel eased
a letter, on Mnday evening, describing his concern about

I mm nent danger to Elian and calling for the i mediate
renmoval of Elian fromwhat he called a "psychologically
abusi ve situation." Your thoughts on his letter; and how
concerned are you that this nmay be dragging on a little bit
too | ong?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think the court nmade clear in the ruling
in the Federal District Court. | think the State Court has
made clear the concern that we all have that every day that
goes by in which Elian is not reunited with his father and
this matter brought to a conclusion -- can be disruptive.
And no child should be in that kind of nether-nether |and
for that |ong.

Q Does that create pressure for you to take enforcenent
action?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think we nust take enforcenent action
based on the facts as they arise at the tinme, and it is
I nportant that this factor be one of those that is

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/41900agavail.htm (2 of 12) [4/29/2009 2:33:13 PM]



04-19-00: WEEKLY NEWS BRIEFING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WASHINGTON, D.C.

consi dered. But pressure should not be the issue; what's
ri ght should be the issue.

Q Ms. Reno, if the goal here is to reunite the boy with his
fat her, Cuban tel evision has broadcast imges of the school
that's -- where Elian would go once he returns back to
Cuba. It's been described variously as |ooking like --
sonething |i ke a reeducation center. Wen you hear details
of what m ght happen to Elian when he goes back, does that
gi ve you any pause or any reason to reconsider Elian's
ultimate return to Cuba, or what he m ght face there?

ATTY GEN. RENG What we have focused on is the role of his
father. His father had a role in raising Elian. | think
everyone who has seen this little boy upon his first com ng
to this country, see how he withstood so valiantly the tine
In the sea, has got to conclude that both his parents did a
very good job of raising him and nowit is tinme for his
father to be on with that task.

Q Are you confident that he is going back to his father,
not to Fidel Castro?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have no doubts about that if you talk to
hi s father.

Q Do you have any concerns about the use of force at this
stage triggering violence in Mam ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | just want to nmake sure that the little
boy is reunited with his father in the safest, |east
di sruptive manner possi bl e.

Q Ms. Reno, do you share the view of this psychol ogi st who
spoke recently that this boy is in a dangerous situation
where he 1s?

ATTY GEN. RENO | amnot the expert, and | would defer to
t he experts.

Q Do you have any viewin terns of -- in the aftermath of
this videotape, whether or not that has any -- or has that
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spurred any concern of yours that this boy may not be
treated as he shoul d?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | have been concerned that the boy has
been separated fromhis father in a nost difficult
situation where it appears that he is not able to lead a
normal |ife, get sleep, go to school, and | think it is

I nportant that the tinme cones that he -- quickly -- that he
Is returned to his father in a safe way with as little

di sruption as possi bl e.

Q Are you influenced in any way, Attorney General Reno, by
your prior experience in Mam as a prosecutor where there
were riots or outbreaks of violence that you, as |
understand it from |l ooking back at clips -- | wasn't there
-- but where you took responsibility or felt sone
responsibility in certain instances?

ATTY. GEN. RENO |'ve never --
Q How has that experience inforned your --
ATTY. GEN. RENO |'ve never felt responsible for riots.

Q Let ne rephrase the question, then. Based on your

under standi ng of M am over the years as prosecutor, where
t here had been sone violence in connection with the
aftermath of cases that occurred there, how does that

I nform your understandi ng, or how does that influence your
understanding of the city and the way you approach this
matter?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | try to take all ny experience throughout
life into consideration and | try to address the issue at
hand, which is how we get this boy reunited wth his father
in a safe way that causes as little disruption as possible.
And t hat nobody wants viol ence, so how do we do that? CQur
maj or focus has got to be to see that the lawis enforced
and that he is returned and reunited and we're going to be
doi ng t hat.

Q Just to follow up, howis the experience at Waco,
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simlarly, how m ght that have col ored your experience,
your deci sion- making process here?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Each case is different.

Q Do you see simlarities there as to the decision to hold
back versus nove in, and the results in Waco when --

ATTY. GEN. RENO Each -- each case is different.
QHowis it different, though? I nmean, how does it --

ATTY. GEN. RENO If you don't understand the difference,
|"'mnot going to be able to explain it this norning, but I
will try. In Waco, you had people who had killed federa
of ficers and --

Q Mmhmm (In agreenent.)
ATTY. GEN. RENO Thank you. And who had injured others.

You had people who had not only defied the |aw but killed
people in the process. There's a | ot of difference.

And each case has got to be judged on the facts of the
case, as to how we can best achieve the goals set forth by
the law, while at the sane tine mnimzing the chances for
violence. It is inportant for us to try to work through

t hose issues, and there may cone tine when there is no
other alternative. But we've got to do it in a thoughtful,
careful way.

Q Wth regard, Ms. Reno, to mnimzing the chances of

vi ol ence, there have been a nunber of reports suggesting
that there were m ssed opportunities throughout this
process, points at which you woul d have been justified
going in and taking the child prior to the tenperature
bei ng so el evated and the enptions so high. What is your
response to that? Do you, in hindsight, feel that perhaps
It mght have been nore prudent to take steps earlier?

ATTY GEN. RENG | noticed sonebody said that we shoul d have
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done it when it wasn't an unusual case. | think anybody who
has followed this case fromthe begi nni ng understands t hat
It has never been a usual case, and that in each instance,
what we have tried to dois followthe rule of |aw. The
rule of law provides different alternatives and different
timngs. And | think everybody is in agreenent that it
shoul d be resolved in the way that is | east disruptive to
this little boy.

Q In the Montana Freeman case, you waited 81 days, and they
finally surrendered. Does that informyour decision as
wel | ?

ATTY GEN. RENO As | indicated, | think in all these
situations you try to draw from experience. But each case
Is different, and there are factors involved that differ,

t hat cause you to say, "Well, you can't apply this thought
or this process or this tactic, but you could do this." And
you just have got to draw on that, the people around you,
their experience, and nake the best judgnent you can.

Q Ms. Reno, your trip to Mam |ast week -- in hindsight,
woul d you do it again? And do you think that in sone ways
you may have been too personally involved in the case?

ATTY GEN. RENG |'ve heard nore comrents about that.
Sonmebody said | did the right thing. Sonebody said | did
the wong thing. Sonebody said | was too personally

I nvol ved.

Sonebody said | was too renote. (Laughter.)

| guess the best answer is that sign on ny wall, which
says: "If | were to read everything bad that people said
about nme, I mght as well close this shop for business. |
intend to keep on doing the best | can, the best | know
how, and | intend to keep on doing it until the end. If the
end brings ne out right, what people said about nme won't
make any difference. And if the end brings ne out wong, 10
angels saying | was right won't nake any difference." And
that's Abraham Lincoln, and | think that's the best advice
for us all in these circunstances.
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Q (I'naudi ble) -- you aware that you | ost sone credibility
with the famly or that you may have been overly trusting
In the way that you dealt wth them | ast week?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think to treat people as reasonable
peopl e, focused on trying to do what's right, is not too
trusting. | think perhaps the world can use nore people
that trust and expect people to be reasonable. And having
given themthe opportunity to do that, then you take ot her
appropriate action.

Q Sone peopl e have suggested this has now, in effect,
becone a hostage situation nore or |less; that, as of the
2:00 p.m deadline | ast week, when transfer was nade of the
parol e and the boy was not turned over, that the famly is
now clearly in violation of the law, that they are hostage-
takers in this view Do you hold to that?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think these are characterizations that
peopl e have nade that put |abels on a situation. | think
you have got to |look at all the facts and figure out how to
unravel this in the way that's as safe as possible for the
little boy and causes as little disruption.

Q Ms. Reno, after your experiences |ast week with the
famly, are you still open to dealing with then? Is the
door still open to sonme sort of negotiated settlenent to
this deal ?

ATTY GEN. RENO W have said fromthe very begi nning that

we would like to try to work this out so that -- not
whet her the boy be reunited, but that he be reunited
pronptly in an orderly way. And we will continue to be open

to any suggestion as to how that can be done.

Q Ms. Reno, whatever action is taken in Mam, are you
confident that the | evel of cooperation and coordi nation
bet ween federal officials and |ocal authorities in Mam is
good enough now that, whatever situation occurs, it wll be
handl ed peaceful | y?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have spent nany years with the police
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departnents of Metro Dade and the Gty of Mam . They are
prof essional officers. And | don't think anyone wants
anybody to be hurt nor any property to be damaged. And |
think that we can work together to achi eve those goal s.

Q Ms. Reno, have you spoken recently with Elian's father?

And if you have, can you characterize his nood right now,
and how he's feeling?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | have not spoken to himrecently.

Q What did you think of the video that was put out of the
boy?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO It nade ne very sad.
Q Wy?

ATTY. GEN. RENO He is a wonderful little boy, by all
accounts. His father had a role in raising him H s father
cares a great deal about him He has been under the nost
stressful of conditions, beginning with this nost stressful
of all, floating in the ocean. It is so inportant that al
of us turn off the TV lights, stop witing on your papers,
start thinking about a little boy and getting his life to
some pernmanent resol ution.

Q Did seeing that video and -- (inaudible) -- nmake you
think that they need to go in sooner rather than |ater? Has
that even increased the urgency of the situation to see him
I n that position?

ATTY. GEN. RENO As | indicated, all factors go into this,
and we will weigh themand nmake a determ nation as to how
to do it based on all our |aw enforcenent options and the
11th Circuit opinion.

Q After the 11th Grcuit rules, do you then feel -- you say
you cannot act before the 11th G rcuit rul es?

ATTY. GEN. RENO W will take whatever action is
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appropri ate.
QPrior to that tinme as well?

ATTY. GEN. RENO We will continue to |look at all the
ci rcunstances and do whatever is appropriate.

Q Are you surprised it's taking the 11th Grcuit such a
long tinme to issue their ruling?

ATTY. GEN. RENO One of the things that has been clear in
this case is you can't antici pate anything.

Thank you.
Q Ms. Reno? Just another question?
ATTY. GEN. RENO Yup.

QAlittle bit of tinme? Sonme of your Justice Departnent
col | eagues who are working on the Elian Gonzal ez matter
Wi th you have rai sed questions about whether you have the
wll to act to enforce the rule of |aw

You' ve spoken often of the rule of law and its inportance.
And t he appearance thus far has been that because of your
under st andabl e concern about triggering any violence in
Mam , that you' ve been reluctant to use force to enforce
the rule of law. And there's concern that in the aftermath
of WAco and based on your own personal connections to
Mam , that you may have sonewhat | ost your way on this
case.

ATTY GEN. RENO That was a good line this norning, |
t hought. Was that yours?

QAnd I -- it was.
ATTY GEN. RENO | thought it was a good |ine.

QAnd I think it's a genuine concern that's held in this
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bui | ding by sone who are working closely with you. And |'m
interested in your response to that.

ATTY GEN. RENO | know where |'m goi ng.

Q You know where you're going?

ATTY GEN. RENO Yup.

Q Do you have a pl an?

ATTY GEN. RENO | know where |'m goi ng.

Q Ms. Reno, on -- (off mke) --

ATTY GEN. RENO And | think this is one of the nost

I nteresting things, because when you nmake a deci sion, and
you have a discussion with your editors about what you're
going to wite and how you're going to slant a story,
people's |lives may not be at stake, but you spend tine, and

there's disagreenent. "And David's |ost his way on that
story. He's lost his objectivity." And David says, "I

haven't | ost ny objectivity; | know exactly where |'m

goi ng. "

When you have sonething that is of this magnitude, you're
going to hear from people who have differing views. | think
one of the things that |I'm proudest of is that | |et people

express their views, and | expect themto express their
views. In the discussions around the table and in the

di scussions with the -- our representatives over at |INS and
in Mam, it is amazing to see the good di scussion that

t akes place and the thoughtful ness.

One of the problens that people have with Washington is
that they sonetinmes think Washington is too renpte, that
Washi ngton has forgotten the people that are at issue and
t he peopl e who are invol ved.

|f the criticismof neis that I'"'mtrying to avoid
violence, if the criticismof nme is that I'mtrying to
avoid that little boy being hurt or being snatched in a way
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that is -- can scar himfurther, | plead guilty. But at the
sane tinme, as | told Pierre last -- two weeks ago, |I'm
going to enforce the | aw.

Law enforcenent has one of the nost difficult roles: how
you exercise the authority of government in a fair, firm
way that people can accept, or, do you cross the line so
that it is unnecessary, in terns of its authoritarianisnf
This case presents those issues, and | sinply go back to
Lincoln. | feel very confortable in the discussions that
have taken place. | want people to speak their mnd. | want
to make the nost infornmed decision | can, and | don't want
to be considered renote and renoved fromit.

QAnd if you find that sone of the people working closely
wth you don't feel that they understand where you're going
or what your next nove woul d be?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Well, if | knew what the 11th Crcuit was
going to do, it would be nuch nore useful. One of the
things that is inportant is that you don't get set and send
the signals so that you discourage further thoughtful
approaches to how you resolve the issue. If | said, "Ladies
and gentlenen, this is what | amgoing to do. W don't have
any further need for discussion,” and we did it tw days

| ater and further discussion could have precipitated a nore
effective way to do it, | wouldn't |ike that.

| think people have got to understand that you've got to
di scuss these issues, you' ve got to be prepared to | ook at
the facts as they exist at the particular tine, and nmake

t he best judgnment you can. One thing I"'mtrying to do --
|"mtrying to do it the right way; | don't know whet her |
wll be right, but I am dead set and determined to do it
the right way, the safest way, the | east violent way, and
t he soonest way | possibly can under the | aw.

Q How w Il President dinton be consulted on your next
step, whether that be to nove in or not?

ATTY. GEN. RENC He wll be consulted, as he has, as |'ve
kept himadvised all along the way.
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Q Has he offered you any counsel ?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO That's between ne and the president.
Thank you.

END.

Copyri ght ©€2000 by Federal News Service, Inc., 620 Nati onal
Press Buil di ng, Washi ngton, DC 20045 USA. Federal News
Service is a private firmnot affiliated with the federal
governnent. No portion of this transcript nmay be copi ed,
sold or retransmtted without the witten authority of
Federal News Service, Inc. Copyright is not clained as to
any part of the original work prepared by a United States
governnent officer or enployee as a part of that person's
official duties. For information on subscribing to the FNS
| nternet Service, please email Jack Gaene at info@nsg.com
or call (202)824-0520.

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/41900agavail.htm (12 of 12) [4/29/2009 2:33:13 PM]



	usdoj.gov
	04-19-00: WEEKLY NEWS BRIEFING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WASHINGTON, D.C.


