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PROCEEDI NGS

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Thank you, Paul. Thank you and the United
States Attorney's Ofice for hosting this conference. You have worked
| ong, hard and very effectively against hate crines, and you have
served as a great exanple for U S. attorneys across this country,
for you have shown how | aw enf orcenent and communities can work
together, can work to effectively elimnate hate, teach understandi ng
and bring peopl e together.

| especially want to salute this area, Sacranento, the county, the
surrounding nmunicipalities, the people | have net here this norning.
You have cone together, you have cone together to deal with crine,
you have cone together to deal with hate crine and you have done it
in a spirited, thoughtful way that can serve as a shining exanple for
the rest of the nation. | salute the Sacranmento police and sheriff's
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departnent, District Attorney's office, California Conm ssion on
Peace O fice Standards and Training, Sacranento Human Ri ghts and Fair
Housi ng Comm ssion, the Sinon Wesenthal Center Miuseum of Tol erance,
and Sacranento State University at Sacranento for making this
conference possible. It is an exanple of what people can do when they
cone together.

Sacranmento serves as a place for us all to learn, and here is the
outline of what I think we nust understand. |If we are going to deal
wth the issue of hate crine in this country, conmunities nust cone

t oget her. Federal, state and |ocal |aw enforcenent nust cone together
as equal partners in addressing the issue. It's not just the chief of
police or the district attorney. The schools nust be at the table.
The citizens nust be at the table. AIl the community nust be there if
we are going to solve this problem

Secondly, this is not a short-termeffort. Sacranmento saw hate crines
in 1994, and it did not give up. It forned a working group, and it

has pursued this issue because it knows it will not go away
overnight. It requires a persistent effort that says, "W wll not
tolerate this. We will not let you participate in this community." It

must be continuing, it nmust be persistent and it nust be

conpr ehensi ve, but our first question should be what can we do to
prevent it. That's going to require the nost appropriate exchange of

I nformati on possi ble, an exchange of infornmation that recognizes
peopl e's constitutional rights while at the sane tine provides

I nformation to police agencies in an ordered way that will permt

t hem whenever possible to take steps to prevent it. W nust work
together if it happens to solve the crines and to do it in an orderly
way .

One of the great nonents | renenber as Attorney Ceneral is having the
FBI special agent in charge, the local District Attorney and the

| ocal sheriff from Jasper, Texas, cone to ny office to tal k about how
they as partners were working together to bring a person to justice.
Nobody was claimng credit. They were not interested in credit. They
were interested in justice. A classic exanple that has been mrrored
here by activities of |aw enforcenent who want to seek justice and
not credit for bringing it about.

But our question should be why in this nation that has cone so far do
we have to tolerate hate. Wiat can we do to elimnate it in the first
pl ace? What can we do to raise our children so that they do not react
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with violence and with hatred? What can we do to raise our children
so that they know how to solve problens and to nake a difference?

We have got to teach our children to appreciate diversity. W' ve got
to teach our children to work together to solve problens, and again
this morning in this city | amlearning from people who are in
education, police chiefs, rabbis, other people what you are doing.

We have got to spread that whole word across this country, but one of
t he hardest things for any comunity to cope with is sensel ess

vi ol ence, where an attack appears to be based on hatred of the
person's race, ethnicity, religion or lifestyle, where an attack is
comm tted because the victins | ook different, practice a different
faith or have a different sexual orientation. It is in those

I nstances that Anerica's nost cherished ideals are underm ned and

t hr eat ened.

Sacranmento is like many cities across the country, but |I don't know
of any that's done better than you, has shown itself to be stronger

than the hatred and intolerance that fuels the bigots and the bonb

t hrowers. Sacranmento has stood up and persistently declared that the
voi ces of tolerance and conmmunity and unity will overcone the voices
of hate. You have set an exanple to the country.

The Nation has | earned fromyou. The centerpiece of the departnent's
hate crime initiative is the formation of |ocal working groups in
each of the United States Attorneys' districts. Here in the Eastern
District of California and throughout the country, these task forces
are working hard bringing together the FBI, the U S. Attorney's

of fice, ATF, other federal agencies, |ocal |aw enforcenent, comrunity
| eaders and educators to coordi nate our response to hate crines.
These wor ki ng groups recogni ze that while | ocal |aw enforcenent has
the primary role in responding to and pursuing these crines, federal
| aw enf orcenent can provide additional resources and can assist with
training.

Again, the role of federal |aw enforcenent should be we are here as
partners, how can we hel p, what can we do together to ensure that
justice is done. As a result of these efforts, the Departnent of
Justice now has avail able three | aw enforcenent training curricula on
hate crinmes for all levels of investigators. | am proud of these
curricula. They offer each |l evel of officers an A to Z handbook for
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approaching hate crines as well as a general overview of the topic.

One person asked ne this norning how can we spread the word. The word
shoul d conme down from Washington. | try to spread the word whenever |
can, but a conference like this as well-attended by so many different
people fromso many different aspects of comunity life is the best
way to spread the word up and down the Eastern District. In bringing
together local, state and federal |aw enforcenent as well as
community | eaders for education and training, you are providing for
coordi nated community effort so essential to effective hate crines
response.

Now, | go a lot of places and | talk to | aw enforcenent and they tell
me they're getting along, but on their faces it doesn't look like it.
| had the best discussion |I've had wth federal, state and |ocal |aw
enforcenent as we di scussed this and other issues, and you should be
so proud up and down this whole area of the efforts of |aw
enforcenent at every level. But then | was in a round table and the
group was expanded and again there was an electricity and people were
getting along and they wanted to exchange ideas, they wanted
solutions and they wanted to find out what other places were doing.
You have an energy in this comunity that can truly nake a difference
and can sonetinmes be far nore effective than the federal governnent

I n spreadi ng the word.

| know the value of com ng together. | know the value of diversity. |
was born and raised and served nost of ny public life in Mam . Wen
| went away to college, it was a sleepy little tourist town. Wen I
came hone from |l aw school permanently, it was on its way to becom ng
one of the great international cities with a trenmendously wonderf ul
Cuban community.

When the city's residents fromdifferent racial, cultural and
religious conmunities cane together to solve their problens, the
probl ens got sol ved. Wien the nmany people of that community cane
together to recogni ze the greatness of each other's background, that
comrunity was bl ended into i nmeasurable richness. But when they
argued with each other, when they fussed at each other, when they
didn't talk to each other, we all hurt.

Now, when | go to communities and see nei ghbors that are isol ated
fromeach other, | do not see strength. When | go to communities and
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see nei ghbors reaching across ethnic and soci al boundaries com ng
together to discuss the issues of crinme, of inproving the education
of their children, of strengthening the |ocal econony, | see a
heal t hi er, stronger, better comunity. | see a great community in the
Sacranment o ar ea.

We nust teach all of our children to rejoice in the nmagnificent
diversity of this nation, to cone together as you do. W nust |earn
to appreci ate each other's perspective and invest in each other's
struggl es, as you have done. In our own generation we have seen
remar kabl e progress in our efforts to bridge the gap between the

| deal s of equality, opportunity and fair play enshrined in our
foundi ng docunents and the harsher realities of daily experience for
SO many citizens.

But we know that we have not conpl eted our journey when violent hate
continues to ravage famlies and comunities all over this nation.
Yes, we have changed our |aws, but we have not al ways changed our
ways. O d habits die hard, attitudes evolve slowy, so we nust follow
t he exanpl e of Sacranento, continuous, persistent, conprehensive
efforts to elimnate hate crinme and hate in our children and in all
our citizens.

| have called on U S. Attorneys across the country to reach out to
state and | ocal advocacy groups to explain the federal jurisdiction
in these kinds of crines, to explain the processes, to |let them

under stand how t hese cases are handled. | al so encourage |ocal |aw
enforcement to establish contact with the local field office of the
FBI. By making these contacts, you will ensure that infornmation about

hate crimes and incidents reach the right authorities, that incidents
of bias crinme get focused attention and that victinms of these crines
are encouraged to report themto a |ocal prosecutor.

One of the things that we've |learned is when you sit down with
community nenbers, neet wth them you work out the issues, but nost
of all you talk in good faith and with respect and you find that they
becone your greatest allies and strongest supporters.

It is inperative as we address the issue of race and hate crines that
we tal k through what may be di sagreenents to reach our common goal of
seei ng that people who conmt hate crines are brought to justice, but
that we do everything we possibly can to elimnate hate before it
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produces hurt.

Qur jurisdiction, however, in the federal governnment is currently
limted, and for that reason | ast year President Clinton sent his
Hate Crinmes Prevention Act to Congress. This | egislation has passed
the Senate and we are very hopeful that this tine it will becone the
| aw of the | and. The act would extend our prinmary federal hate crines
| aw t o cover crines notivated by bias agai nst sexual orientation,

di sability and gender and allow us to federally prosecute serious
crimes agai nst peopl e because of their race, color or national origin
regardl ess of whether a victimwas engaged in a federally protected
activity. These changes to current |law are necessary if we are to
effectively work together to prosecute egregious hate crines cases

t hr oughout the country.

Let nme give you an exanple. In 1994 in Fort Wrth, Texas, three white
supremaci sts went on a racially notivated crine spree in which they
targeted and assaulted African-Anericans. |In one incident, these
perpetrators knocked an African- Anerican nman unconsci ous as he stood
near a bus stop. The federal governnent prosecuted the three nen
under federal |aw when state and | ocal prosecutors did not bring
state crimnal charges, but the jury acquitted all three of the

def endants on the federal civil rights charges. Sone of the jurors
reveal ed after the trial that although the evidence clearly proved
the assaults were notivated by racial bias, there was no indication
that the victims participation in a federally protected activity
was, as required by |law, an additional notivation for the defendant's
contact. That the governnent proved that the defendants went out

| ooki ng for African-Anericans to assault was not enough to satisfy
the requirenents of current federal |aw

W need to work together to get that |aw changed so that we will have
an opportunity to work together in the nost conplete way possible
with state and | ocal |aw enforcenent when necessary.

But even with adequate | aws, vigorous enforcenent, we will have not
done enough. Qur efforts to confront the denons that breed hate and
hat e- based vi ol ence nust begin very early. Just as hate crines are a
comrunity problem they require community solutions. Intolerance

often begins not with a violent act, but with a snall indignity, a
bi goted remark, the African-Anmerican who is followed in the retai
mal |, the harassnent of imm grants.
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To nove forward as one community, we nust work agai nst the
stereotypes and the prejudices that spawn these actions. W nust turn
to our educators, to our religious |eaders, to people who work with
our children. W nust engage our schools in the crucial task of

t eachi ng our young peopl e noral values and social responsibilities.
Educators can play a vital role in preventing the devel opnent of the
prejudi ce and stereotyping that |eads to hate crines.

How do we do it? At the neeting | had this norning, | suggested we
begin wwth the earliest of ages, zero to three, and | wondered if 1'd
get sone quizzical |ooks. Instead, | got noddi ng heads, because

that's the nost formative tinme in a child's Iife, the tine when the
child I earns the concept of reward and puni shnment and devel ops a
conscience. That's when the child learns not to hit, howto solve
probl ens when they are having a dispute. That's the foundation, but
too many children do not have the supervision during this tinme that
gi ves them the grounding and the framework upon which to grow and to
know how to treat others. They don't learn to solve the problens,
they don't learn to talk to each other, they talk past each ot her,
they don't hear each other or they hear partially, and in hearing
partially, they hear a slight that was not neant as a slight.

Sonmetinmes they are alone. \Were does hatred start? Otentines it
starts with soneone who is alone, confused and unl oved. Hatred starts
wi th sonebody who doesn't feel they have control over their |life and
who | ashes out at others. Hatred starts with sonebody who doesn't
have enough self-confidence to talk back in a respectful way but

i nstead | ashes back. The child who is put down at nine years old in
school by sonebody who teases hi mconmes hone and too often he cones
home wi t hout supervision, w thout sonebody to help himdeal with the
hurt and feelings that he has.

| say to you, we don't have to accept children having this type of
life. We don't have to say that this is a fact of our life. W can
make the difference. W can nmake a difference here in Sacranento and
across this | and.

For exanple, during the early 1990's increased racial tensions at a
m ddl e school in Volusia County, Florida, forced school officials to
expl ore ways of reducing racial tensions anong youth. They sought

assi stance fromthe sheriff's office, fromStetson University and the
Florida sheriff's youth ranch and the police athletic | eague. They
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cane together in a project they called Project Harnony.

In its pilot phase, teachers selected 20 eighth grade nmale students
who were considered natural |eaders and who had been involved in
racial conflicts. The young nen received six hours of classroom
change in violence diversions and nulti cultural awareness, and they
attended a weekend retreat at one of the sheriff's ranches follow ng
a cultural diversity curriculum Each |eader was pared with anot her
student | eader of a different ethnic background. Through experienti al
activities and through conflict resolution and facilitated focused

di al ogue these students began to | ay aside |ong-held negative
stereotypes and appreci ate each other as individual souls.

The results were dramatic. Wthin one nonth, the nunber of raci al
conflicts dropped from 10 to four, and none of the project
participants were involved. Project Harnony students had better
grades, neasurably greater awareness of cultural diversity as well as
better group building and conflict resolution skills.

The program al so had an effect on the entire school. After the
project was inplenmented on a full scale, racial incidents declined by
30 percent, suspensions declined by 25 percent and overall discipline
referrals declined by 31 percent.

These results denponstrate that just as you have to be taught to hate,
you can be taught to be understanding. To work with people from

di fferent backgrounds, try to see through their eyes. This program
shows us that a child that is free fromhate is a child freer to
focus on school, on band, on sports, on all other teenage activities.

We should do nore, nmuch nore in this country to teach young people to
appreci ate and val ue each other and each other's diversity and to
bri ng under st andi ng.

Educators can play a vital role and it was exciting again this
norning to have the first question out of the box from an educat or
sayi ng how can we work together with the federal governnent, how can
we find funds, what can we do to devel op prograns in our schools that
can make a difference. | will go back to Washington to get back in
touch with her and try to expand and give and share in a

cl eari nghouse everything that is being done in this country.
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But in a way, it is a |larger question that we tal k about. The
question is, how do we end the culture of violence in this country.
The child who hates and who acts out in violence may be the child who
saw his parents in donestic violence. The child who sees his father
beat his nother cones to accept violence as a way of life. In recent
days you had a nunber of donestic violence homcides in this area.

W can't do this piece by piece. W can't deal just with hate crine
or hate violence or donestic violence or gang viol ence. W' ve got to
| ook at the whole picture and say that violence in and of itself is
I ntol erable. W have got to teach people how to resolve their
conflicts without knives and guns and fists. W' ve got to use

Vi ol ence Agai nst Wonen Act nonies to nmake sure that states and
communi ties devel op the best possible systens through courts and

t hrough prevention prograns with the nedical comunity that end

vi ol ence in the hone.

We've got to |l ook to that youngster who is violent and take steps
before it is too |late so that educators can share with others and
find solutions before that child ends up in a juvenile court, and we
have got to realize that sone of the hate crine we have seen has been
t he product of nental illness. W have | earned so nuch about how to
treat nental illness in these |last 40 years. Let us not let it go to
waste. Let us | ook at the whole picture.

Toronto had 100 gun homcides in a five-year period this decade. In

t he sanme period Chicago, a city of simlar size, had over 3,000. W
do not have to accept violence or hate. W can do so nuch if we use

t he exanpl es of Sacranmento and this whole area to cone together, to
never give up, to be persistent, to reach out, to bring understandi ng
to an entire comunity.

Sonmetimes public service can be a bit difficult. Sonmetines you get
figuratively cussed at, fussed at and beaten around the ears. But
when you see the spirit and the energy that | have seen this norning
represented by your |aw enforcenent, your citizens, all | can say is
public service is so worthwhile, and to work with you and to address
t hese i ssues is one of the nost inportant things that we can do. |
salute you. You are an exanple for the nation. Don't stop now.

(Appl ause.)
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(Question fromthe audi ence.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO One of the areas that | have | earned about is
when | say inplenent prograns on high school canpuses, it's going to
be the communities that do it, but | amanxious to find out what's
wor ki ng and not working across the country. And one of the things
that we need to do is to develop web sites, clearing houses and
exchange of information so that people will know If | can get a card
or sonething fromyou, I'll |let you know what we have in terns of
hi gh schools and what we plan to do.

(Question fromthe audi ence.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Not that | know of in terns of dollars, but |
think that both | ocal | aw enforcenent and federal | aw enforcenent
woul d be happy to confer wth you on what steps m ght be taken.

(Question fromthe audi ence.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Ri ght now, the Federal Bureau of Prisons is at
a high overcrowding rate, and we are |ooking at that as well as what
we call the SCAT nonies which are for state agencies.

Let nme tell you what ny bias is. As the |ocal prosecutor in Mam
back in the '80's, | used to think, hey, wait a mnute. This is the
federal governnment's responsibility. Wiy do | have it? At the sane
time we are all significantly enriched as a nation of immgrants. |
don't see nonies increasing significantly as we deal w th budget caps
I n WAshington, but | want to try to do everything | can to get these
of fenders out of your prisons as quickly as possible in an orderly
way through deportation and through i medi ate deportati on upon the
conpletion of their service. They are not all satisfactory answers,
but | sonetines have shared your frustration.

(Question fromthe audi ence.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We are making sone progress, not as fast as |
woul d |i ke, but it has passed the Senate and | think people's voices
-- | can't ever suggest to people that they talk to Congress, but |
can suggest that you speak out here.

(Question fromthe audi ence.)
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO One of the things we want to do is, as we
assist, we want things to get started and then ultinmately stand on
their own. There should not be the |ong-term dependence on the
federal governnent. | amvery intrigued by the notion of the Center
For Understanding, and | am goi ng back to Washington to see how we

m ght work together, what m ght be available in terns of research.
|"mparticularly interested in research on what is the nost effective
way of teaching a child not to hate, what works and what doesn't
wor k, what prograns have been eval uated, how can we share that

I nformati on, what can be done, what are the other -- one of the
menbers of the group this norning urged us to consider 10 points that
m ght identify problens about to energe. How can we do that w thout

| abel i ng, what can we do, how can we nore effectively share

| nformati on?

| do urge that however you set it up it be not just for the
community, but that it use the web and ot her neans of conmmrunicati on
to share this informati on across the country. So |I'm going to be back
in touch with people on that to see just what we can do. | can't nake
any comm tnent except that I'mexploring it and I'mvery interested.

(Question fromthe audi ence.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It is going to be different from each
jurisdiction. In one state the state | aw may not be such, and the
sheriff may say and the local District Attorney may say because of
this evidentiary lawit's better that it be prosecuted in federal
court, and we're just going to have to |l ook to see which jurisdiction
I s best.

VWhat | want to do is make sure that we nmake a decision in partnership
with the local District Attorney and the | ocal sheriff, just as we
did in Jasper where we said we will help you in every way that we can
and we will work with you as a partner. W're not interested in
credit, we're interested in seeing that justice is done; and that is
t he nessage that Paul has sent and that Ally has sent in Los Angel es
and that | amtrying to make sure is sent around the nation.

(Question fromthe audi ence.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Send nme sone information on it first so | know
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what |'mtal ki ng about.
(Question fromthe audi ence.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO GRATE is an ATF program and a Treasury
Departnent program and Treasury is in a different section of the
appropriations bill than we are. So we don't have any influence over
their funding, but what we are trying to do is to devel op every way
that we can provide alternatives to gangs. One of the nost
encouraging signs that | have seen lately is a programof the
Departnent of Education, HHS and the Departnent of Justice in which
we have conbi ned funding streans and the President has just announced
grants to a nunber of cities for the Healthy Children/ Safe School s
grants that could provide for additional prograns such as you talk
about .

Again, what we're trying to say is that communities understand their
needs and resources better than we do, and we're trying to shape
grants so that they give the community sone of the flexibility to
deal with the problens that they' ve got.

(Question fromthe audi ence.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think I'mthe one that should be thanking
you and all the citizens of Sacranmento and up and down the | ong
val l ey and the whole of the Eastern District and those that have cone
fromel sewhere. You really give ne just another exanple to take back
to Washi ngton of the greatness of the Anmerican people, of their

comm tnent and their dedication. Wien it cones together as sonething
like this, it is really pretty powerful.

(Appl ause.)

(Whereupon the Attorney General's remarks were concluded at 11:00 a.
m)
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