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Q Good nor ni ng.
Q Good norning, Ms. Reno.

ATTY GEN. RENG In the last 48 hours, this nation has

w tnessed the terrible and tragic shootings at the Jew sh
Community Center in Los Angel es. Then the nation | earned of
the nurder of a U S. Postal Service carrier, who is
Filipino, in a nearby nei ghborhood.
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The Los Angel es Police Departnent, District Attorney in Los
Angeles G| Garcetti, the FBI, ATF, the Postal Service and
the United States attorney are working together in the

I nvestigations of these outrageous acts.

Last night, a federal crimnal conplaint was fil ed agai nst
Buford O. Furrow, charging himw th nurder of an enpl oyee
of the U S. Postal Service and of being a felon in
possession of a firearm Further coments will be made
shortly in Los Angel es concerning the shootings at the
community center.

Al t hough the investigations are still under way, these
shooti ngs appear to have been notivated by hate. Hate
crimes represent an attack, not just on individual victinms,
but also on the victinsg' communities. They tear at the very
fabric of a peoples' lives.

But the victins, their famlies and their comunities do
not stand al one. W stand with them In these next days, |
ask you toreach out to the Jewi sh and Asian communities and
to others who have been the victins of hate. Let us stand
as one nation united in respect for each other and united
agai nst threats to any one of us.

Elimnating hate crines and elimnating bigotry and
bitterness are anong this nation's nost inportant and nost
enduring chall enges. They are a challenge for the entire
nation and for each community; for our schools, for our
religious institutions, for our civic organizations and for
each and every one of us as individuals. W nust all cone
together to build conmmunities that are safer, stronger and
nore tol erant.

In less than six nonths, we will begin a new century. W
must deci de now, as a nation, whether we are going to allow
our culture of violence to continue on into the next

m |l enniumor whether we are going to start into the new
era wth a commtnent to tol erance and to peacefu
resol uti on of our disputes and our di sagreenents.

And if we all agree that we do not want our children to
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live in a society where shootings at a school or a church
are commonpl ace and crines commtted agai nst individuals
because of their color or religion are just another story
I n the newspaper, then we nust act now. W nust do nore to
teach our children tolerance and make sure that they |earn
to accept all people regardless of their race, religion,
nationality or sexual orientation. W nust pass stronger
hate crinme legislation that will enhance the federal
governnent's ability to prosecute and to help states
prosecute those who commt crines because of their

prej udi ce.

Finally, we nust do nore to keep dangerous firearns out of
the hands of crimnals, children and others who shoul d not
have them For four nonths, since the tragedy in Littleton,
Col orado, the admni stration and the Congress have debat ed
over how to reformour gun laws -- four nonths, and yet we
have not been able to pass gun- safety neasures that even
nost gun owners

support; four nonths, and anyone can still walk into a gun
show and buy a hi gh-powered, dangerous weapons w t hout even
having to establish their identity.

Next nonth, the House and Senate will return to Washi ngton
and take up the task of reconciling the House and Senate
juvenile justice bills. They will have the opportunity to
pass the sensible, reasonabl e gun-safety neasures contai ned
in the Senate bill, and | urge themto do so.

But we nust acknow edge that there is a need to do even
nore. W& are never going to get a serious grip on gun
violence in this country until we adopt conprehensive
nmeasures to keep guns away fromthose who should not have
them W need neasures that include extending the Brady
checks to violence juvenile offenders, cooling-off periods;
| aws whi ch address child

safety and chil d-access prevention; limts on how nany
handguns sonmeone can buy in a nonth. And | believe we nust
seriously explore the possibility of requiring the
l'icensing of all handguns. It is commobn sense, pure conmon
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sense to ensure that guns are only in the hands of those
who know how to safely and lawfully use them and have the
capacity and this wllingness to do so.

This is a critical tinme in our nation's history. W can go
into the next century with a realistic prospect of ending
the culture of violence in this country.

It is critical that we do so now.

Q Ms. Reno, will the adm nistration push for the neasures
you just tal ked about in terns of extending Brady, cooling-
off period, limts on gun purchases and so forth? WIIl you
urge Congress to enact those?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have -- think it is a matter of common
sense and would certainly urge that.

Q Ms. Reno, will the adm nistration introduce |egislation
totry to do that?

ATTY GEN. RENO W're going to explore that. But first
steps first, and the first thing we've got to do is get
passed -- get the Senate bill passed.

Q Ms. Reno, do you think that the federal governnment is
nmonitoring hate groups in this country as thoroughly and
effectively as they need to be?

ATTY GEN. RENG | think so, because we have reviewed the
guidelines. It is inportant that you not focus on a group
unl ess you have a reasonable indication that they are
engaged in crimnal conduct. When we have that indication,
we initiate an appropriate investigation. But we do not
announce the existence of such investigations. Wiile | wll
not di sclose the organi zati ons we have under investigation,
one should not assune that we are not pursuing

I nvestigations in this area.

Q When you say you've reviewed the guidelines, do you nean
since the shootings or just in the |ast few days?
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ATTY GEN. RENO. No, since | took office.

Q What can you announce about the Church of the Creator,
your view in regard to that group?

ATTY GEN. RENO | cannot conment.
Qls that you won't conment ?
ATTY GEN. RENO | cannot conment.

Q Those investigations you just talked about have been just
started, or have been going on for sone tine?

ATTY GEN. RENO Cannot conment.

Q Ms. Reno, have you urged the adm nistration to push for
| egi slation that would require licensing of all handguns?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have tal ked about the need for |icensing

since | took office. | don't think people should have
weapons unl ess they know how to safely and lawful |y use
t hem and have the capacity and the willingness to do so.

Qls there nore support for that nowwthin the
adm ni stration?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think there's nore support for that
generally around the country and here in WAshi ngton.

Q Do you think the adm nistration wll be specifically
proposi ng that?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think the president has tal ked about it.

Q Ms. Reno, in this case, fromwhat is known -- sinply what
I's known publicly, would the steps you're just tal king about

have made any difference? |Is there any indication that the
firearnms in this case were illegally obtained in the first
pl ace?
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ATTY GEN. RENO | don't think we know enough to coment at
this point.

Q Wul d they have nmade any difference, for exanple, in the
Atl anta shootings of a couple of weeks ago? It appears that
t hose guns were |awful |y obtai ned.

ATTY GEN. RENO Part of this -- | don't know the answer to
ei ther one of those questions because | haven't gotten al
the details of the Atlanta shooting. And | don't want to
say that it would keep that gun out of the hand of that
person who commtted that crine.

But what | amsaying is that collectively, these are common-
sense steps to ensure that people who have weapons have the
capacity to safely and lawfully use them and the know edge
of howto do so. If we start maki ng sense of weapons, |

think it will have an effect, alnbst a dom no effect on the
nation, in terns of making sure that we are not enthralled
W th guns.

Q Ms. Reno, every tinme sonething |ike this happens, there's
tremendous nonmentumto do sonet hi ng sensi bl e about the
preponderance of guns in this country. Then when it gets to
Congress, it gets mugged and tied up in the closet. It just
fritters away. How do you plan to keep the heat on? How do
you plan to keep the nonentum goi ng?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't plan to keep the heat on; | plan to
keep tal king out, as | have for a long, long tinme, on how
we make a common- sense franmework for dealing with weapons
in this country.

QIf this --

ATTY GEN. RENO As |'ve pointed out to you, it doesn't have
to be. If Toronto has a hundred gun homicides from'92 to
'96, and Chicago, a city of equal size, has over 3,000 gun
hom cides in the sane period, we see alternatives, and we
know t hat guns do not have to fuel violence in a comunity.

QIf this initiative stalls, if it -- as it has in the
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past, if it goes nowhere on Capitol HIl, wll you or the
president go to the country and try to rally the support of
t he peopl e behi nd sone type of sensible, you know, gun
controls --

ATTY GEN. RENOG |'ve been going to the country, and I w |
continue to go to the country. But the country is comng to
us. When you go out to Anerica, Anerica is saying, "Wy
can't you all do sonething?" And |I think the nessage should
be I oud and clear. The Anerican people, including a great
maj ority of gun owners, think that we need rational
regul ati on of guns, to

make sure that people who are not entitled to have them
don't have them

Q Ms. Reno, when do you expect to give -- just on a

di fferent subject -- Governor Whitman in New Jersey an
answer on Carson Dunbar and whether or not he'll be able to
keep his federal pension so he can head the New Jersey
State Police?

ATTY GEN. RENO W' ve had extensive conversation with the
governor, and she should comment on any of that.

Q Can you just comrent on what's taking so |long in naking
t hat determ nation?

ATTY GEN. RENO | would let the governor comment.

Q Ms. Reno, in reference to the commuted sentences of the
11 Puerto Rican prisoners, what based that decision? And
what are the details of the review? Wat are the conditions
of their release? And have any of them accepted those
condi ti ons?

ATTY GEN. RENO | will ask Carole to give you any nore
details with respect to the status of the release. But the
presi dent reviewed the matter and, obviously, concl uded
that the sentences inposed for the crine commtted were out
of proportion to sentences for simlar offenses, for
others. This matter has been under review at the departnent
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and the White House for sone tine.

Q Ms. Reno, going back to Los Angeles for a nonent, you

tal ked at first about how this appears to be a hate crine.
Legal |y, does that nmake any difference in this case? And
when you have a case that is so violent, does the hate-
crime | egislation nmake any difference when you have at your
di sposal so many other nore potentially serious statutes?

ATTY GEN. RENO As | have indicated, we have obviously used
the statute that has a very serious penalty to it wth
respect to the homcide of the postal carrier. | do not
want to comment with respect to the other matters and woul d
like to | eave that for the authorities in Los Angeles to
conment upon.

At the conclusion of the press availability, I'll have sone
peopl e here who can talk to you about the nature of the

| egi sl ation and how it m ght inpact on different

si tuati ons.

Q But as a general matter, what is the value of the having
hate-crinme statutes that you can use? What val ue do they
serve?

ATTY GEN. RENO One of the values that they serve in
federal legislation is now, to prosecute a hate crine, |
have to show that it was done with reference to a federally
protected activity. If | can show that sonebody has
commtted a crine against a person because of their
religion, the proposed |egislation would give ne greater
flexibility to prosecute without having to prove that it

I nvol ved a federal protected activity.

Q Ms. Reno, in view of the concerns raised by the Los
Angel es tragedy, and the concern about hate groups and
terrorist groups, do you think it wse that the president
has gone ahead with the offer to the Puerto R can
terrorists?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think each matter has to be consi dered on
its own nerits. And the president has reviewed the matter
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Wi th respect to the Puerto Ricans, and he's felt that
justice requires the determ nation.

Q Already sone Republicans are saying that --
ATTY GEN. RENO Excuse ne?

Q Al ready sone Republicans are saying that the pardon cane
after Ms. dinton net with Congressnman Serrano and
Congresswonan Vel azquez. Any reaction to that?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know anyt hi ng about that.

Q Ms. Reno, has there been any determ nation yet of whether
M. Furrow wi |l face the death penalty on the federal
mur der char ge?

ATTY GEN. RENO No --

Q And al so, what linked himto -- what was the connection?
Was It a confession? Is it evidence on the scene that
l|inked himto the federal --

ATTY GEN. RENO | cannot coment on -- with respect to any
of the evidence. And any further comrent concerning the
matter should be made by Los Angel es authorities, so that
we don't trip over each other.

Q You proposed a cooling-off period. Wat specifically do
you mean by that?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think we should consider a cooling-off
period. If sonebody decides they're going to weak havoc,
t hey should have three days to think about it, for exanple.

Q Awaiting period, like in the old Brady |aw?
ATTY GEN. RENO Yes.

QM. Reno, if you type in the word "Uzi," UZ-1, in your
Lycos search engine, the first URL you'll hit is a conpany
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wlling to sell you an assault rifle over the Internet, in
9-mm 22-cal i ber and 45-caliber nodes. Is it tine to ban the
sal e and possession of all assault weapons, regardl ess of
whet her they were manufacture before the 1996 | aw?

ATTY GEN. RENO Let ne review that question in the context
of work we're doing now wth the Internet and ask Carole to
get back to you on that.

Q Ms. Reno, | didn't catch your response to the Carson
Dunbar question. Did you say that you had set a tinme franme
for deciding on that?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it would not be appropriate. The
governor and | have been in conversation, and she shoul d
have any comment on it.

Q Ms. Reno, M. Burton has been trying to get M. Trie and
M. Huang before his commttee before they are sentenced.
He said yesterday that he was getting no cooperation from
Justice, that your aides had sinply refused to cooperate,
and he said that this was a disregard of the prerogative of
Congress. Can you respond to M. Burton?

ATTY GEN. RENO It is certainly not a disregard of the

prerogative of Congress. It is -- we are handling the case
W th respect to the prosecution, which is an executive
function, and we will be happy to work with Congress in

every way that we can, consistent with our
responsi bilities.

Q In what ways would you be willing to work with Dan
Burton's commttee?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, obviously, when the sentencing has
occurred, we would try to work wwth himto see what coul d
be done to provide the testinony.

Q Ckay, thank you.

Q Judge Smth in Waco has ordered the departnent to turn
over every scrap of information about the Branch Davi di an
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situation. Have you reviewed that ruling, and do you have a
conment ?

ATTY GEN. RENG | haven't had a chance to review it yet.

Q Ms. Reno, House Majority Leader Arney has sent you a
query that deals or a letter that deals in part with

Pl DNET, the proposal to nonitor intrusions on critical
gover nment conputer infrastructure. Have you responded to
that letter yet?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't believe we have. | have not seen a
response.

Q Ms. Reno, the recent federal court opinion on the
necessity to allow |l awers for defendants who face
potential capital cases, to be able to sit in on the

deci si on- maki ng neetings, howis that going to affect the
departnment ? Are you bound by that decision now?

ATTY GEN. RENO W will reviewit.
Q And it hasn't made any change yet in the procedure then?

ATTY GEN. RENO | just think it would be appropriate to say
we would review it.

Q Ms. Reno, - - (inaudible) - - over at Energy said they
were going to cone out wwth a report on disciplinary action
for a nunber of enpl oyees at Energy.

ATTY GEN. RENO Could you speak just a little bit --

Q Sure. Yesterday, Bill Ri chardson over at Energy sai d that
hi s departnent was going to cone out with a disciplinary
report on a nunber of -- enployees over at Energy -- he
didn't say whet her anybody was going to be fired -- all in
relation to the nuclear |abs and the spying all egations.

In light of |last week's report from senators Liebernman and
Thonpson, are you going to have any simlar type of thing
wth what went on at Justice and FBI, sone of the
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m sconmuni cati ons that happened there?

ATTY GEN. RENO As | have indicated on several occasions,
we have a review teamreview ng a nunber of issues and
review ng how the whole nmatter was handl ed, and | | ook
forward to receiving their report.

QIf you haven't read the report from Thonpson when we

tal ked | ast week, the availability. | amjust wondering if
you have had a chance to read it now, if you have any

t houghts on pretty w despread criticisns that they had of
the investigation fromall ends; fromthe FBI, to Justice,
to Energy Departnent, and the coordi nati on between the
three, and what's being done to address those concerns?

ATTY GEN. RENG As | indicated, | have asked the review
teamto consider that and to consider the questions raised
by PFI AB and to make sure that we address all these

concer ns.

Q Ms. Reno, may | conme back on guns one nore tinme? You' ve
tal ked a | ot about what you think the nation ought to do.
Shoul d the states al so | ook at enacting their own
restrictions along the lines you' ve tal ked about, or is
this fundanentally a federal obligation?

ATTY GEN. RENO Basically, states are responsible for the
regul ation of firearns, but there is also a federal
interest as well. | think that states should take the | ead.
|"m again, a proponent of states exercising their
responsibilities. And it is inportant for all governnents,
at every level, to take reasonable, comon-sense steps for
the appropriate use of firearns.

Q You've tal ked a | ot about -- getting back to hate groups
and how the federal governnent goes about nonitoring those,
you' ve tal ked a | ot about the need for careful protection
of First Anendnent rights when it cones to these groups.
Can you just, in light of the Los Angeles incident -- it's
a fuzzy line, | think, in a |lot of people's mnds where
First Arendnent issues crosses over into crimnal activity.
Can you just sort of enlighten us as to how you go about
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assessing that |ine?

ATTY GEN. RENO The guidelines we provide is, before we

I nvestigate action, we nust have a reasonabl e indication
that the people involved are engaged in crimnal conduct.
And we review the facts and nmake that determ nation.

Q You know, you've tal ked about the gun | aws. And sonet hi ng
the NRA and Republicans will often say is that, you know,
why bring up nore gun laws if you' re not enforcing the ones
you have? And sone of these that you were nentioning --
cooling off period, extending the Brady Law -- may not

requi re additional resources, but requiring |licensing and
things |Iike that woul d

require sonething of a bureaucracy to sort of -- basically
to register people, to test people and things like that. If
you don't have the resources now to enforce the | aws you
have, would it be a federal thing to beef up this area, or
woul d you have the states sort of take the |ead on the
licensing? | nean, where would the resources cone to sort
of --

ATTY GEN. RENO In the first place, what we have done with

respect to the illegal possession or use or distribution of
firearms is join with state and | ocal prosecutors to ensure
the appropriate prosecution of these cases. In sone

I nstances, the federal government may pursue it; in other

I nstances, the state nay pursue it.

In part, that depends on the state |aws and the penalties

provided. And | think we're going to make sure that anyone
who illegally uses or possesses a gun -- that appropriate

action is taken.

At the sane tinme, what we're trying to do is save lives.
When you agai n see that juxtaposition of Chicago and
Toronto, 3,000 (gun hom cides) versus 100 -- if we can show
that these efforts are working -- and I think we can --
then I think the expenditure of funds is worth it.

QIf you ask for new funds, wll they be state or --
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ATTY GEN. RENO If | --

QI nmean, it just sounds like -- that these laws aren't be
carried out fully right now, so --

ATTY GEN. RENO Here is where | would -- here is where |
think we need to nake sure, is in the process of naking
sure that you don't place a gun in the hand of soneone who
doesn't know how to use it and who doesn't know how to
lawfully use it and who does not have the capacity and the
wi | lingness to do so.

Q Ms. Reno, what's a "reasonabl e expectation" -- in |ight
of the Internet and everything else that's out there today,
IS a "reasonabl e expectation” if people engage in crim nal
conduct? If a group posts sonething on the Internet that
incites violence, is that enough of a "reasonabl e
expectation" to initiate an investigation?

ATTY GEN. RENO We're reviewi ng the whole issue to see just
what standards should be applied, in addition to any
standard that exists now with respect to the Internet.

Q And you're reviewing it how? | nmean, is there going to be
a formal set of guidelines comng out? Is there a new
report?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know. W're reviewing it to see
what, if anything, needs to be done.

Qls that phrase -- that standard, "reasonable
expectation," does --

ATTY GEN. RENO Reasonable indication that they have
engaged in crimnal --

Q Oh, reasonable indication. Does that occur anywhere el se
In your -- in guidelines to investigators, or is that sort
of sonmething all by itself, that standard, reasonable

I ndi cation?
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ATTY GEN. RENG | would have to ask Carol e to doubl e-check
for you, so | make sure | give you the nbst accurate
answer. It is generally not a standard; that is, it is not
t he equi val ent of probable cause.

QIlt's sonmething less than that?
ATTY GEN. RENG Yes.

Q Ms. Reno, how would Buford Furrow be tried? WII he be
tried in federal court or a state court first? Have you
deci ded?

ATTY GEN. RENG | would not comment. | would |let the
appropriate authorities in Los Angeles comrent. W want to
work very closely with the state and | ocal officials.

Q And al so, would you ever entertain at the Justice
Departnent a federal |awsuit against gun nmakers?

ATTY GEN. RENO Again, | think we should see how nmatters
are proceeding. | think the inportant initiative that we
want to undertake is to nake sure that people who illegally
use weapons or possess them-- that appropriate action is

t aken agai nst them

Q Ms. Reno, but various groups -- the National Rifle

Associ ation, Gun Owmers of Anmerica -- would probably argue
agai nst, and have been argui ng agai nst gun |l aws on the
basis that they believe there is an absol ute constitutional
right to own firearns, that |aws shouldn't be put up

agai nst that. Wat is your view of what the Constitution
provi des about gun ownershi p?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't think there is an absolute right in
the Constitution to any one thing that trunps another. |
have freedom of speech, but | don't have freedomto yell
"fire" in a crowded theater when there is no fire. | think
It Is inportant to recogni ze the exact | anguage. Mbst
constitutional scholars do not construe it as an absol ute
right.
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But what | have found fromthe NRAis that it has two
groups of nenbers; those that tal k about any law wi |l be
the canel with its nose in the tent, and so we are opposed
to any law requlating it, and others who say, sure, it
makes sense to ensure that you don't |et people have guns
unl ess they know how to safely and lawfully use them and
have the capacity and the wllingness to do so.

Q What about the role of the nedia, especially filnms and
television, in pronoting gun violence and inciting to a

great extent. |Is there just too nuch of that? And is that
not a larger contributor to these acts that you depl ore?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think, fromthe reading that | have done
and fromthe information | have received, gratuitous
violence on television and in filmhas been a contri butor
to violence. | think it is inportant for Anerica to speak
out and recogni ze that violence has been a part of people's
lives for all of history, but not the culture of violence

that we have now where it is -- you see it on television,
you see it in films; guns are prized by a significant group
of peopl e.

Q Do you personally --

ATTY GEN. RENO What | am-- what | would like to see us do

Is -- see, I'"'mnot nmuch help because | -- when | cone to
novies, | |ike "Sound of Music." (Laughter.)

But part of it is just we -- violence can be an acquired
habit. | think the nation does not have to be violent. |

t hi nk we can teach our youngsters how to resolve conflicts
w t hout knives and guns and fists. | think we can see
heroes without guns in their hands. |I think we can do so

much to change the attitude about violence and things that
contribute to violence.

Q Ms. Reno, back to the Puerto Ri can case. Sone of the
famly nenbers are conplaining that the conditions of the
rel ease go against international law, |ike asking themto
put in witing to ask for a pardon, which in essence they
say would self-incrimnate themin their case. Do you agree
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with that?
ATTY GEN. RENO | would not conmrent.

Q You nentioned when you down the road, people ask you,
"Why haven't y'all done anything about guns?' Well, what is
your response? Do you think it's the power of the gun | obby
that's preventing anything from happeni ng, or do you think
It's a reasonabl e di spute over what the Second Anendnent
means?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't think it's a reasonabl e dispute
over what the Second Anendnent neans. | think Congress is
listening too much to the gun | obby and not enough to the
Aneri can peopl e.

Q Ms. Reno, what's your feeling about the Second Anendnent ?
Do you subscribe to the collective rights theory or the

i ndi vidual rights theory of the Second Anendnent? Is it a
well-regulated mlitia that should have guns or every

I ndi vi dual shoul d have guns?

ATTY GEN. RENO As | have said, | don't think it ensures to
every individual the right to bear arns.

Q Who does have the right to bear arns?

ATTY GEN. RENO We' Il give you the description of the
amendnent .

Q Ms. Reno, can you give us any insight into what the
governnent told the FBI as to what you --

ATTY GEN. RENG No. | do not want to comment. | think it's
appropriate that it be done at the site where the

I nvestigation is under way, and | don't think we should
comrent from Washi ngt on.

Thank you.

Q Thank you, Ms. Reno.
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END.
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