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PROCEEDI NGS

Thank you very nuch. It's a pleasure
for me to be at this conference today, and it's
a special privilege to speak before the
American Institute of Architects which has been
so helpful to us in this past year in our
efforts to rebuild churches which have been the
victimof church arsons across the country.

Through the AIA architects have
donated their services free of charge in the
construction and the renovati on of burned
churches. | would also like to thank the Al A
for sponsoring this conference. | think it is
just a classic exanple of how peopl e should be
wor ki ng toget her.

| have a very soft spot in ny heart
for architects. M nother announced, when we
lived way out in about 21 acres of pi newoods,

that she was going to build a house because we
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needed a bi gger house. W didn't know quite
what she neant, but she drew plans and she

tal ked about it and pl anned, based on south

Fl ori da's wonderful southeast breezes. She
desi gned the whol e house to avoid air
conditioning if possible. She put so nuch
thought into it, but we never believed it would
be a reality.

To see that house take shape from
those plans was to ne one of the great
mracles. And to have lived in that house
since then, since 1951, and to have it survive
storns, and to have it continue to function
Wi t hout air-conditioning, even in south
Florida, with cross ventilation is, to nme, a
recognition of the architect in ny nother. It
inspires ne every day, and it also gives ne a
very great regard for architects across this
| and.

| will point out, however, that in

the last year or two of her life, she was in a
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wheel chair quite often, and she hadn't desi gned
it to be accessible, and | cursed it every
si ngl e day.

This conference is a fine exanple of

what our nation's disability rights laws are
all about. Private parties and governnent
wor ki ng together to ensure that all Anericans,
regardl ess of their disabilities, have full and
equal access to all that Anerica has to offer.

| amso gratified to see design
prof essionals sitting down with people fromthe
access board, the Departnent of Justice and
disability rights advocates in a candid, good
faith effort to bring down the barriers. [It's
an effort in the finest Anerican tradition and
| salute you for it.

For there should be no doubt what's
at stake here. It is nothing |ess than
assuring that our nation's future is
barrier-free and open to all. It's about

assuring that every Anerican has a full and
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equal opportunity to nmake the nost of their

talents, and to participate fully in our

nation's social, economc and civic plight.
Uni versal accessibility is not about

speci al designs to accommpdate people with

5
disabilities. It is about designing buildings

so that everyone can use them both people with
disabilities and without them Wen buil di ngs
are designed fromthe ground up with universal
accessibility in mnd, w all benefit in so
many ways at such very little cost.

The ADA and the Fair Housing Act
Amendnents are forward-|ooking | aws. They
pl ace their nost stringest requirenents on new
construction, where incorporating accessibility
features is less costly and | ess burdensone.
|f we ignore or we evade these requirenents, an
i mrense opportunity is going to be |ost, the
opportunity to make access a reality for al
Aneri cans, an opportunity to change the face of

Amrerica for mllions of Americans. And we w ||
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have to undergo the costly and the painstaking
process of retrofitting our buildings to
i ncl ude the accessibility features that should
have been included in the first place.

But if we take the requirenents of

accessibility to heart, if we build our new

construction in a genuine and in a sincere
attenpt to conply with the law, then our
accessible future will be assured.

As we nove forward, as new buil di ngs
go up and ol d ones are renovated, we can change
the face of Arerica. Qur nation wll becone
nore and nore accessible to all people, and al
Arericans will be nore and nore able to realize
their fullest potential as workers, as
consuners, as citizens, as people.

W' ve al ready begun to see it happen.
The ADA has been in effect now for nearly seven
years, and the Fair Housing Act Amendnents for
nearly nine. In that tine, we' ve reached out

to explain the | aw, persuade people to conply
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with the law and to enforce the law if they
didn't conply. W' ve seen nost people conply
voluntarily once the |aw s requirenents were
explained to them And as a result, we've seen
the barriers com ng down across Aneri ca.
Because of the ADA, because of people

in this roomwho are advocates, because of

people in this roomwho are architects who
care, doors are opening to jobs, to stores, to
city halls, to courthouses. All those pl aces
that are an essential part of the |life of a
productive and an active citizen.

Doors are al so opening to places of
rest and rel axation, places that are al so part
of any well- rounded life. Places |ike novie
theaters, restaurants, hotels and sports
stadi uns, and the vehicles necessary to get you
there. And thanks to the Fair Housing Act, the
doors are now opening to apartnents and
condom niuns as wel | .

As people with disabilities face
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fewer arbitrary limts on where they can |ive,
all that this nation has to offer is becom ng
nore accessi ble every day. And it's happening
because Anmericans are com ng together to

under stand how i nportant, and how sinply
wonderful the ADA and the Fair Housi ng Act
really are.

Look at what we have seen in these

8
seven years in terns of peopl e gaining access,

of people in your workplace that couldn't get
around, that had limtation in what they could
do. Look at what is happening when you wal k
into a courtroom and see how Anerica has opened
up to blind people who are now prosecutors, and
doi ng a wonderful job.

Just | ook around you at famly or at
friends, at workpl aces, wherever you are, and
you wi Il see what the ADA has done to open up
Anerica and to nake Anerica richer and stronger
for having so many nore people have access to

this nation and its heart.
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So the disability rights laws are
al ready at work, and a great deal of the credit
goes to the very caring, conscientious design
professionals fully commtted to designing
bui | dings that are open to everyone. To those
here, who by your participation here indicate
that you're one of those, | say, thank you.

We can build on the progress that

you, the advocates, the Departnent of Justice

have made. And we can nmake accessibility a

| asting feature in our nation's design

| andscape. W nust all work together and we
nmust each do our part, and | pl edge the
Departnment of Justice's best efforts to doing
our part.

But what is your role? You are the
people licensed by the state to design
bui |l dings. You are the ones who buil ders | ook
to for guidance on how to construct the
facilities that they want to put up. You have

the power to explain to builders how to provide
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full access for people with disabilities. You
have the creativity to make buildings fully
accessible while still neeting your clients'
desi gn goal s.

Your clients are not the only ones,
however, that rely on you. Al of society
relies on architects. After Hurricane Andrew,
| wal ked out into the desol ation that
surrounded our house. All the trees were down.

It |ooked like a World War | battl efield.

10
Houses t hroughout the area were danaged or were

destroyed, but that house that ny nother, the
architect, had designed had | ost only one
shingl e and sone screens.

Al'l of society relies on architects
who do their job. W rely on you to exercise
your best professional judgnment to design
facilities that are safe and sound. W rely on
you to tell your clients when their plans woul d
be unsafe, and we rely on you to stick to your

guns.
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If a client told you to design a
building with one fire exit when two are
required, or to use a design that was
structurally unsound, we'd expect you to tel
your client that you could not participate in
creating such a safety risk. [If your client
i nsisted, we woul d expect you to stand firm
Your uni que expertise and the inportant role
you play in the conunity give you that
responsibility.

The sane responsibility extends to

11
accessibility. W know that new buil di ngs can,

and all but the nost exceptional circunstances,
be designed to provide full and equal access
and at little or no cost. You wouldn't design
a building that woul d be unsafe, nor would you
design a building with separate facilities for
bl ack peopl e and white people. And neither
shoul d you design a building that shuts out
peopl e sinply because of their disabilities.

VWhat ever your client says, you have an
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obligation to produce designs that provide ful
and equal access to all.

In many ways, those responsibilities
exi st independently of any law. The future of
construction in Anerica is in many ways up to
you, and we as a society are relying on you to
hel p create an open and barrier-free nation.
You have the opportunity to nake it happen, and
we want to work with you, not against you,
every step of the way.

| want to enphasize that we seek to

work with you, not to litigate, not to oppose

12
in angry ternms. At the Justice Departnent, we

have worked with architects as well as
governnents and ot her busi nesses to achi eve
vol untary conpliance. Qur plan is a very
sinpl e one: educate people as to the

requi renments of the |law, educate people as to
how the | aw can benefit, not just with those
with disabilities but all Anmericans; explain

the law, provide technical expertise; get
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10 i nformation to people about how it can be done
11 reasonably and wi thout a burdensone expenditure
12 of nonies. Then, negotiate.
13 There may be di sagreenent, but
14 negotiate in the best of good faith using, when
15 appropri ate, neans of law, alternate dispute
16 resol ution, so that we can cone to a common
17 understanding that is in the best interest of
18 all concerned. And third, if we have to and |
19 don't want to, but |I'mprepared to, we wl|l
20 litigate and litigate as vigorously as
21 possi bl e.
22 But we found that that's not
13
1 necessary sone of the tine. W found that nmany
2 busi nesses will voluntarily conply with the ADA
3 and the Fair Housing Act once they know what
4 the law entails. | have had on two separate
5 occasi ons busi ness representatives, industry
6 representatives cone to the Departnent of
7 Justice. And when they first came, they said
8 that when they first dealt wth the ADA, they
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found the regulations terrifying. That upsets
me. | want to make sure that we nake the
regul ati ons, the requirenents, as easily

under stood as possible, and that we work with
you in that effort.

These are common sense |aws. They
are flexible and they are reasonable. And as
busi nesses cone to understand this, nore and
nore choose to conply on their own. You' ve
probably found that too, as you've expl ai ned
the requirenments of federal |aw, |ocal building
codes and other requirenents to your clients.
That's why we've conducted a nati onw de

canpai gn. W've done this, not just to

14
famliarize businesses and | ocal governnents

wi th these obligations under the |aw, but also
to provide the tools for people with
disabilities to use in their attenpts to
achi eve conpliance as well.

Qur efforts have been extensive.

Over the past four years, we've been bl anketing
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8 the airways and filling mail boxes with

9 i nformati on about the law. W' ve put ADA
10 information files in 15,000 public libraries
11 across the country. W've mailed information
12 packets to mllions of businesses. And we've
13 al so put an ADA honme page on the worl dw de Web.
14 Both the Departnent of Justice and the
15 Depart ment of Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent are
16 comritted to providing technical assistance to
17 aid people who are attenpting to conply.
18 One thing that many busi nesses and
19 architects have found particularly hel pful is
20 our ADA information line, a toll-free phone
21 nunber that receives nore than 75,000 calls
22 each year. But in the spirit of working

15

1 together, | ask you -- and M. President, |

2 ask you -- let us know when we can do nore,

3 when we can be nore responsive in providing

4 i nformati on and expl ai ni ng requirenents, and

5 wor ki ng together to nake sure that this lawis

6 areality for all Anericans.
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7 W' ve al so engaged in nore |ong-range
8 educational efforts. W've been working with
9 architectural schools to hel p nake
10 accessibility a part of the curriculumthat
11 every design professional learns. As | said,
12 the disability rights |aw | ooks to the future.
13 And we see a future where universa
14 accessibility is truly a universal part of
15 architectural training, where accessibility,
16 i ke safety and structural soundness is a basic
17 el ement of all design and construction.
18 This conference is a further exanple
19 of how i nportant education is. But not only
20 must uni versal accessibility be sonething every
21 architectural student learns, it nust be a part
22 of the continuing education every practicing
16
1 architect undergoes. This conference is a good
2 start, and | urge you to do nore for education
3 is the key to our common goal s.
4 Even if we work together, we may
5 still end up disagreeing, even after education,
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even after negotiation, disagreeing about the
scope of your legal responsibilities. M view
and the Departnent of Justice's view should be
clear: the ADA requires that new facilities be
desi gned and constructed to be readily
accessi bl e to, and usable by people with
disabilities. The Fair Housing Act Amendnents
i npose a simlar requirenent on new apartnents
and condom ni uns.

Everyone involved in the design and
construction process has an obligation to
conply with these requirenents, and everyone
involved in that process may be liable if a
bui | di ng does not conply. This is a position
we feel strongly about. W have defended it in
court, and it is one that we will continue to

def end whenever necessary.

17
The ADA and the Fair Housing Act are

both the law of the land. They're binding on
architects as well as devel opers. And we w ||

work with you to make sure that we seek

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/0612_ag.ada.html (17 of 20) [5/28/2009 8:41:21 AM]



06-12-97: KEYNOTE SPEAKER AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 1997 UNIVERSAL ACCESSIBILITY CONFERENCE

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

3

conpliance, but we will take action whenever it
is necessary. | think, when | see the exanple
of this conference, that it will be | ess and

| ess necessary as tinme goes by.

But too often it's attitudes as nuch
as any structural obstacle that prevent people
with disabilities fromcontributing the
fullness of their talents. The only way to
change these attitudes is to increase the
opportunity for people with disabilities and
peopl e without disabilities to interact with
each ot her.

Let nme tell you what | nmean. About a
year ago, a lawyer in the Departnent of Justice
cane to ne, claimng that people denied himthe
opportunity to really seek courtroom work
because of his disability. About two years

ago, a person had cone to ne. His nane was Joe

18
Hartzler. Joe Hartzler could not get through

one door of the Justice Departnent with his

scooter because it was not accessible. Another
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4 door just happened to be accessible.

5 Joe Hartzler is the person who, day

6 in and day out for the last two years, has

7 represented the United States in the MVeigh

8 case. And the opportunity for people to see

9 him and the opportunity he has had to have
10 access to that courtroomand to contribute the
11 fullness of his talent is an exanple of how
12 inmportant it is to break down the architectural
13 barriers, to give people |like Joe Hartzler and
14 that other |awyer the opportunity to break down
15 the attitudi nal barriers.

16 | don't expect the |law to change the
17 worl d overnight. For far too long, the doors
18 remai ned shut. And in nmany places, they stil
19 do. But one day soon, all the doors are going
20 to be open, and you're going to be holding the
21 keys. You've stepped up to this responsibility
22 by your presence here. You're helping to build
19

1 a barrier-free Arerica. By com ng together, |
2 think we are well on our way to doing that.
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We have a commtnent too. The
Departnment of Justice and I, for as long as |
am attorney general and even after that, are
commtted to working with you every step of the
way in a common effort to change the face of
Anerica, and to give Anmerica access to
wonderful talents and wonderful strengths, and
wonder ful peopl e.

Thank you very nuch

(Whereupon, at 11:25 a.m The

PROCEEDI NGS wer e adj our ned.)

* * * * *
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