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1 * * * * *
2 ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG  Thank you so
3 very much, Chief Justice Myer.
4 And in many respects ny renmarks
5 today reflect a |l ot of what you taught ne; and
6 I n sone respects are dedicated to you for the
7 great work that you have done in forging a
8 real alliance between the State and Federal
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Governnents, and addressing the problens and
concerns of |awers and judges across this
country.

To you all, it is a wonderful
privilege for ne to be here today wth you.
And | am particularly grateful for the
opportunity to hear in one concise statenent
the history of this remarkable | aw school.

Kent Marcus and his wi fe Susan have
been telling ne about Capital Law School. |
had a sense of it, but | had a really
wonder ful opportunity this norning to hear
fromthe students and to have their feel about
this |l aw school and its conmtnent to service
in the community.

Fromthis extraordinary |aw school,
you w Il take nenories and learning that wll

3
be with you for the rest of your life. You
wll take friendships that will be with you

for the rest of your life, and skills and
I deas and concepts.

One of the touching nmonents for ne
in these |ast four years has been to cone
across ny fornmer dean in | aw school, to neet
nmy professors, to renmenber what they taught
me, to have themrenenber a question and
answer session we had 34 years ago; and then
to cone to the Departnment of Justice and say
that | made ny highest grade in tax, then to
remenber ny tax professor's nane and be told
my tax professor worked for ne and he was in
his 80's.

Fromthis extraordinary | aw school,
that it does synbolize access; fromthis | aw
school, it has such an extraordi nary
commitnment to public service. | hope that you
w |l take what you learn and gain here and go
out and do what you can to make sure that the
| aw serves the peopl e.

Don't beconme known for how nuch
noney you make. Don't becone known for the
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house that you live in or the nane of your |aw

4
firm But instead, becone known for the
accuracy and the precision and the excellence
of your |egal advice.

Beconme known for your ability to
solve your client's problemthe right way
consistent wth the law. Becone known for how
you have made the law real to nore Anericans
who woul d not ot herw se have had access to
justice. Becone known for what you do to
I nsure equal justice for all. Beconme known
for what you do to build and contribute to
your community and to your nation.

Too often, we, as |lawyers, don't do
that. |, as a prosecutor, used to becone
frustrated when nmy prosecutors would cone
upstairs triunphant because they had gotten a
conviction. They had gotten a sentence of 10
years and he deserved it. But | knew he was
going to be out in 20 to 30 percent of the
sentence because there weren't enough prison
cells and there weren't enough after-care
prograns to keep himon the right trail once
he was out.

And the public defender would claim
vi ctory when he canme upstairs and he got his

5
client off on a notion to dismss or a notion
to suppress. But yet he knew that, as his
client wal ked out of the courtroomallegedly a
free man, as a crack addict, he was in a worse
prison than any prison could create. And
not hi ng was done to get to what caused the
problemin the first place. The system both
t he prosecutor and the defense attorney,
failed to solve the problem

W have got to | ook behind the
concepts of the law, the rules of the law, and
work to solve our client's problem

There are other lawers in the civil
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context who want to nake noney and want to
help their clients nake deals, and only end up
in acostly litigation that coul d have been
avoided if the | awer had taken the tine to
pl an the deal so that the problemdidn't go
astray.

Anmerican |lawers are commtted to
W nning, but it can't be wnning at any cost.
We can do better than to sinply file notions
to delay. W can do better than using the
tool s of discovery, not to investigate and to
strengt hen our case, but sinply to cause the

6
ot her side problens. W can do better than
sendi ng hostile letters back and forth on fax
machi nes. W cannot let the thrill of battle
blind us or let it blind us to the best
I nterest of our clients and our society.

| think Abraham Lincoln said it
best: Discourage |itigation; persuade your
nei ghbors to conprom se whenever you can;
point out to themthat the nom nal w nner is
often a real loser in fees and expenses and
waste of tine.

As a peacenaker, the |lawer has a
superior opportunity of being a good nan or
woman. There wi Il be busi ness enough.

Use what you learn here at this
remar kabl e | aw school; that it has spearheaded
efforts involving dispute resolution and
negotiation. The center of dispute resolution
Is a nodel for |law schools around this
country; not just to resolve conflicts before
litigation, but we nust teach others in the
comrunity to resolve conflicts w thout harsh
di sputes, w thout division and w thout knives
and guns and fists.

Even the | egal services | awer who

7
sonetines think that they are solving the
probl ens of the world have got to | ook at what
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the problemreally is. They may sue the
county or sue the Governnent because

ci rcunstances or conditions in a jail or
nmental health facility are not what they
shoul d be. They get the paper judgnment, so
then the county says we don't have the noney
to fix it; we don't know howto fix it. The
good | awer is going to be the one working
shoul der to shoulder with the county officials
saying this is how you do it, this is how you
cut costs, this is how you reall ocate your
resour ces.

It is going to require the | awer
not just winning the lawsuit, but solving the
probl em

But the nmmjor problemin Anerica for
all of us as lawers is that too many
Ameri cans do not have access to |lawers and to
justice. It is estimated that 60 percent of
t he poor and working poor in this country do
not have access to the |legal system Al of
us have a responsibility to sol ve that
probl em

8

To these people, think about it, the
law is worth little nore than the paper it is
witten on. W create such great expectations
of the constitutional rights, of the civil
rights on the part of Americans, and yet we
deliver too few of these rights in reality.

As a consequence for too many Anmericans, the
law is worth little nore than the paper it is
witten on.

These peopl e include children who do
not have voices as they are in court. These
people are elderly citizens living on a fixed
I ncome who are becom ng nore and nore rapidly
I nt o hopel essness.

Now sone say, why should | be
bot hered? First of all, we should all be
bot her ed because we have got to do the right
thing. But if sone people are not notivated
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by that, they have got to understand that as
nore people sink into poverty, as nore
children in this country live in poverty,
there is going to be an alienation and a

di senfranchi senent on the part of too many

people that will split and divide this nation
and lead it unproductive and in turnoil. W

9
are all in this together.

And even if it is not sufficient
there, unless we nake an investnent in al
Anmeri cans, unless we make rights real for al
Anericans, we are not going to have Anericans

wth the skills necessary to fulfill the jobs
to maintain this nation as a first rate
nation. So however you cut it, we are all in

this together. And we have got to nake the
| aw real for all Anericans.

How do we do it? First of all, just
listening to the students earlier today, this
| aw school has set the tradition in terns of
vol unt eeri sm and pro bono services that can
serve as a nodel for other |aw schools.

| n WAashi ngton, when | canme to the
Departnent of Justice, there was no pro bono
program and in fact, it seened to be
di scouraged. W have now announced a pro bono
programthat provides an aspirational goal of
50 hours of comrunity service, pro bono | egal
service for all our |awers.

Peopl e say you can't do it. | did
it last year and it was one of the nore
rewar di ng experiences that | have had in al

10
the different forns that it took.

Sonme people get frustrated with pro
bono service; though they say, | nmay not know
exactly howto do it; I amworried about this;
what about conflicts of interest? Wen you go
to a coomunity and start to practice |aw, work
W th your bar association to develop a
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framework for pro bono service so that you can
address these problens, organize opportunities
for service and nake it as efficient and

ef fective as possi bl e.

And in that instance you won't have
to worry about the conflict. You can be
trained in this framework and you can
understand that you won't sit around waiting
idly while one client may cone in or another.
It is going to be organi zed. There are bar
associ ations across the country that have done
wonderful jobs in this respect. And as you,
the students, start to practice, see what you
can do to inprove the organizational structure
of the system

As | awyers, the second thing you can
do is deliver legal services in a reasonable
way. One of the things | sonetines think of

11
doing when | |leave this job is to develop a
law firmthat provides a volune practice with
peopl e specialized in areas of the | aw that
af fect people who generally can't afford
| awyers, and price it so that these people can
pay a little bit, or nore, but that they can
pay and you can make it a self-sufficient
firm | believe we can do it if |awers
approach it fromthe point of viewof this is
how we serve people and yet at the sanme tine
make enough noney to support oursel ves.

Now i f we want to nmake $200, 000 a
year, forget it. But there are an awful | ot
of us that find public service is nore
rewar di ng, and service and use of the lawis
nore rewardi ng.

G ve the people the opportunity to

use the law thenselves. It is just
frustrating to go to Washi ngton and even now
have | awers tell ne well, that is VII of

this, that and the other, and that is the such
and such and such act that did such and such
under Title Il. They don't nake the | aw

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/0501_ag.cap.html (7 of 16) [5/28/2009 8:51:05 AM]



05-01-97: LAW DAY SPEECH AT CAPITAL UNIVERSITY

24
25

OO ~NOOTPA~WN PP

under st andabl e for people, or they use big
wor ds.

12

Let the awers of this country
start using snmall, old words and apply the | aw
I n ways that people can understand so that
peopl e can use the | aw thensel ves to make
t hensel ves sel f-sufficient. That should be
t he purpose of the law. W shoul d put
oursel ves out of business. Now don't worry,
we won't (inaudible).

(Laughter.)

In that regard, we have got to help
our clients understand the chall enges

(i naudi ble). Cyber technology wll give us
opportunities that we never dreaned of that
will also create challenges for us. How do we

apply the law with nodern technol ogy. How do
we protect our constitutional rights while at
the sanme tine using the Internet and opening
the world to dreans of opportunity that we
never ever dreaned of.

| encourage you all to public
service at sone tinme or another. Now |l am a
great exanple that you can get fussed at,
cussed at and figuratively beaten around on a
regul ar basi s.

(Laughter.)

13
But | have been in a private

practice in a small law firmof two and in a ngjor
Mam law firm and | have been in public
service. And public service has been far nore
rewarding: To go with the President to a
church in South Carolina, to dedicate a new
church repl acing one that had been burned in
an arson; to walk off the stage after the
dedi cation and have a | ady burst through the
lines and give ne a big hug and say, Janet, |
haven't seen you since Mam, you got nme child
support in Mam and | want you to see the two

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/0501_ag.cap.html (8 of 16) [5/28/2009 8:51:05 AM]



05-01-97: LAW DAY SPEECH AT CAPITAL UNIVERSITY

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

OO ~NOOITPA~WN B

boys you got ne child support for.
(I'ndicating.)

(Laughter.)

You understand that there is nothing
as rewardi ng as public service.

You can do it for a little bit. You
can do it for all of your life. But I
encour age those who have been practicing and
t hose who are yet to graduate, consider it.
It is so rewarding.

As you do all this though, as you
organi ze your law firm as you consider public
service, as you engage in public services, as

14
you try to nake the law real for Americans,
don't forget the children of America.

As a prosecutor, when | got to
probl em solving, | |ooked at dropouts. |
| ooked at early chil dhood prograns. But then
| realized you have got to start fromthe tine
that child is conceived.

As you return to your comrunities,
organi ze your conmmunities so that we nmay weave
a fabric of community around children and
their famlies at risk. Lawers across this
country shoul d be dedicated both in public
service and community service and in their
practice to nmaking sure that children of
Aneri ca have appropriate preventive nedica
care; that children of Anerica have
appropriate education in those formative years
of 0 to 5; that children of Anmerica have
educati onal opportunities that can match the
chal | enges of the 21st century; that children
of Anerica have appropriate supervision in the
afternoon and in the evening while their
parents are working; that children of Anerica
|l earn skills that can enable themto earn a
1 ving wage.

15
Al of us as |lawers, whether it be
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attorney generals, |aw professors, people

vol unteering, can contribute to that ultimte
goal , because unless we nake an investnent in
our children, we wll never be able to solve
the probl em by building prisons 18 years from
now, by providing renedial prograns 10 years
fromnow, and we will never have a workforce
that can match the chall enges of the 21st
century.

But how do you do that? The
response fromso nmany people is that this is
such a big world.

Chi ef Justice Moyer and | are
engaged in an effort that | think is
exciting. In ny owmn honmetown, we had to go
downtown to go to the courthouse. For sone,
it was a ride of 20 to 30 mles, and they
didn't like to go downtown to tell the judge
what that defendant had done to their |ives.
But a community police officer serving the
communi ty was organi zi ng the nei ghbor hood,
wor ki ng t hrough the schools, working with the
citizens in the nei ghborhood. And he got a
bunch of citizens on the bus and took them

16
down to juvenile court and the judge heard
fromthe citizens. The citizens talked with
the kid, and everybody canme out with a nuch
better idea of how to solve the problem and
what was needed for that child to get off on
the right foot.

It occurred to ne then, and it has
occurred to me in working with the chief
justices of the country, to devel op the
concept of conmmunity justice; where courts are
nore central to nei ghborhoods, particularly
t he nei ghborhoods with high crime or other
probl ens that are not getting solved because
there are not adequate | egal services; where
citizens can becone the advocate; where the
public defender can work with citizens and
ot her community resources to address the
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probl emm where a community probation officer
rides with a community police officer to nake
sure that a person who has a 10:00 curfewis
inand if he isn't, corrective steps are
taken; but where that police officer and that
probation officer reach out to the private
sector to nmake sure there are job
opportunities and job training opportunities

17
for that 14-year-old that they are keeping
wat ch on, and devel oping a bond with him
becom ng nentors for him where the judge
knows who the person is and it is not just a
nunber, not just a case, not just one of
t housands, but a person who they are tracking,
to provide a coherent plan of treatnent and a
coherent enforcenent action along the way.

Let us be creative, and renenber,
that in being creative we can learn fromthe
past. | think back to the hills in England,
in the 1200s, as the comon | aw was bei ng
devel oped, as they solve problens, and they
probably said one, two, three, four, five,
si X, you, you, you, okay, let's sit down and
figure this out and let's see how we do it.
Let's go back to the real neaning of how we
sol ve probl ens.

But in solving problens, we have got
to do all that we can to heal the division; to
heal the youth who is angry; to heal
comruni ties and bring them back together.

W need to speak out against
prej udi ce everywhere we see it. Haters are
cowar ds, and when confronted, they npbst often

18
back down. But too often, we |et them becone
entrenched before we speak out because we are
too busy, we don't want to get involved, it is
not our problem Hate, the division it
causes, the turnoil it causes is everybody's
probl em

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/0501_ag.cap.html (11 of 16) [5/28/2009 8:51:05 AM]



05-01-97: LAW DAY SPEECH AT CAPITAL UNIVERSITY

7
8
9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

OO ~NOOTPA~WN B

I n our own generation we have seen
remar kabl e progress in our efforts to bridge
the gap between our ideals of freedom
equality and justice, and the harsher
realities of our daily experience.

Qur national journey has taken us
from segregated cl assroons to integrated ones;
fromJimCrow laws to civil rights |laws for
wonen, mnorities and persons wth
disabilities. But 40 years after Brown versus
Board of Education, the discrimnation and the
corrosive effects of racial prejudice are
still wth us.

We cannot say that we conpl eted our
j our ney, when even today, African-Anericans
and Hi spanics, and in many cases wonen, still
have a harder tinme getting into coll ege,
renting an apartnent, getting a job or
obtaining a loan. W have not conpl eted our

19

j our ney when the unenpl oynent rate for
African-Anmerican nales is still twice as high
as it is for white males. Even
col | ege-educated African-Anerican, Hi spanic,
Asi an- Aneri can nen and wonen of every race and
et hni ¢ background are paid | ess than
conpar ably educated, conparably trained white
men. That's not right. Wrst of all, the
reported violent hate crinmes agai nst
mnorities, gays and | esbians are disturbingly
hi gh.

Sonme of the church fires are an
I ndication that hate itself has beconme nore
brazen. W have changed our |aws, but we have
not al ways changed our ways. O d habits die
hard. Attitudes dissolve slowy. W nust do
nore, much nore and open the doors of
opportunity so that every American can share
in and fully contribute to Anerica's
magni ficent famly.

Anerica's ever-changi ng pl ace nust
continue to be a society that cel ebrates our

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/0501_ag.cap.html (12 of 16) [5/28/2009 8:51:05 AM]



05-01-97: LAW DAY SPEECH AT CAPITAL UNIVERSITY

23 di fferences whil e enbracing our unique ethnic
24 identities. W cannot permt the narrow
25 m nded to deny that we are a nmulti-cultural

20
soci ety as we always have been. Every person
I's dimnished when any one of us, on account
of color or accent or where we were born,
experi ences anything |l ess than the full
measure of his or her dignity and privil ege as
a human bei ng.

The Departnent of Justice is
committed to doing its part in enforcing the
civil rights laws of this nation as vigorously
10 and as faithfully as possible wthout fear or
11 without favor. But elimnating discrimnation
12 Is not a task that can be acconplished by
13 Gover nnent al one.

14 Al'l of us have to reach out as

15 I ndi viduals across the artificial barriers of
16 race and class and religion that divides. Too
17 often we live in our insular worlds. W think
18 we contribute to our community; we think we

19 are involved. But we pass each other on the
20 streets or in the shopping mall and we don't
21 connect as individuals. W work together or
22 we go to school together, and we don't connect
23 as individuals.

24 Wth this separation, we risk the

25 | ack of understandi ng of and appreciation for

OO ~NOOTPA~WN B

21

the views and the perspectives of others. W
risk not |earning of the wonderful racial,
ethnic and cultural traditions that nmake this
country so strong and so vital.

Sonme just throw up their hands and
say, | amjust one person; | can't nmake a
di fference. But Americans throughout this
| and are nmaking a difference as they reach
out. They are com ng together to give
children a future; to bring people out from
behi nd cl osed doors; to involve Anerica in the
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12 process of comunity; and to provide the glue
13 that brings us together.

14 This past week, | was at the summt
15 on volunteerismin Phil adel phia. There | saw
16 peopl e gathered and tal king with an ent husi asm
17 that created a human electricity. The

18 ent husi asm and vi gor convinces ne that there
19 Is a vast reservoir of individuals willing to
20 give up their tinme and their talents to help
21 others in need. Hearing these students this
22 nmorning tal k about what this student body is
23 doing to help others was a nenory | wll take
24 wth nme.

25 Recently | spent a Saturday norning
22
1 working for Habitat for Humanity. By the end
2 of the day, African-Anericans, whites and
3 Cuban- Aneri cans had paint on their face,
4 plaster in their hair and a new spirit in our
5 hearts. And when the | ady whose house it
6 would be walked in and just smled one big
7 sm | e because it | ooked so nuch different in
8 the afternoon than it had in the norning, it,
9 agai n, was an experience one never forgets.

10 | n Dorchester, Massachusetts, | have
11 stood with religious | eaders and young

12 African-American students and white police

13 officers as they have joined together to

14 significantly reduce the incidence of youth
15 violence in their conmunity.

16 Come with ne to dispute resolution
17 prograns in Washington, D.C. public schools
18 where white and African-Anerican and E

19 Sal vadori an students are | earning to work

20 together to resolve their disputes wthout

21 kni ves and guns and fi sts.

22 Come with ne across the country and
23 you wi Il see so nmuch of America com ng

24  together and reaching out and making a

25 difference in making this a nore peaceful

23
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nati on.

Take part and take hope. Let us
wal k out of here today and think of what each
one of us can do to reduce the wall and nake a
difference in the lives of all Anericans; and
to give all Anmericans here a chance to grow in
a strong and positive way in the |and of
peace, of liberty, of freedom and of justice
for all.

(Appl ause.)

* * * * *

24
CERTI FI CATE
|, Kathryn E. Stischok, a Registered
Pr of essi onal Reporter and Notary Public in and
for the State of Chio, do hereby certify that
| reported the foregoing proceedi ngs and t hat
the foregoing transcript of such proceedi ngs
iIs a full, true and correct transcript of ny
stenotypy notes as so taken.
| do further certify that | was call ed
there in the capacity of a Court Reporter,
and am not otherwise interested in this
pr oceedi ng.
| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set
my hand and affixed nmy seal of office at
Col unmbus, Chio, on this day of
, 1997.
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17

18 KATHRYN E. STI SCHOK, Notary Public -

19 State of Onio.

20

21 My comm ssion expires Decenber 11, 1999.
22

23

24

25
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