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MALE VO CE: Qur speaker today, of
course, is well know to all of us. She's been
a loyal friend to all of us who are in |aw
enforcenent. O course, she's the Attorney
General of the United States, Janet Reno.

Ms. Reno was born, or rather sworn in
as the nation's 78th Attorney Ceneral by
President Cdinton on March 12, 1993.

From 1978 until the tinme of her
appoi ntment, she served as a State Attorney for
Dade County, Florida. She was initially
appointed to that position by the Governor of
Florida, and she was subsequently elected to
that office five tines. That says a |ot.

Ms. Reno was born and raised in
Mam , Florida where she attended Dade County
Public Schools. She graduated from Harvard Law

School in 1963.

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/0227_ag.nsa.html (2 of 46) [5/28/2009 8:58:59 AM]



02-27-97: ADDRESS TO THE NATIONAL SHERIFFS ASSOCIATION MEETING

20

21

22

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

It is a great pleasure that | present
to you our guest speaker, Attorney Ceneral

Janet Reno.

(Appl ause)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO.  Sheriff,
t hank you so nuch.

| would first like to read to you a
letter fromthe Wiite House. There are two
letters and |'ve delivered one to each of you.
Pl ease accept ny best w shes for a productive
joint neeting of the International Association
of Chiefs of Police and the National Sheriff's
Associ ati on.

As the results of the dedicated
efforts of your organizations, we've broke six
years of congressional deadl ock, and in 1994
passed the nost conprehensive crinme bill ever.
The strategy was sinple and straightforward:
More police, proper punishnent, and snmarter
crime prevention. | believe our planis

wor ki ng.
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Last year violent crine dropped for
the fifth year in a row, marking the | ongest
period of decline in 25 years. None of this

success coul d have been achi eved w t hout the

4
comm tment and hard work of your nenbers. | am

very proud of the effective partnership that ny
adm ni stration shares with the | ACP and NSA.

As we nove forward | want to continue this

rel ati onship so that we can nmake conmunities
across this country even safer.

Each day you and your coll eagues put
your lives on the line for all of us. You're
hel ping to nake Anerica a safer place to live,
and | thank you for your dedication and for
your acconplishnents.

Sincerely, Bill dinton.

(Appl ause)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Sheriff, |
t hank you very nuch for the opportunity to be
here today. And it's particularly gratifying

for me to find the sheriffs and the police
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chi efs together, an exanple again of how
inmportant it is that all of us work together as
partners in this effort against crine.

"1l have been in office four years

cone March 12. 1'd like to take this

opportunity to thank so nmany people in this
room who have been so supportive, who have
gi ven nme such good advice, who tell ne like it
isinthe field in their particular area, who
have hel ped shape | egislation, and shape what
we do in the Departnent of Justice with your
i nsi ght, because we are truly on the front
l'i ne.

But today is a sad occasion for ne,
t hough happy because | think going to see
grandchil dren or play golf is probably a good
thing to do. But I'mgoing to mss Budd Meeks
very, very much. He has been -- he al ways
tells nme like it is. He sonmetines tells ne
stuff I don't want to hear.

But | always know I can count on him
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to be there to give ne his best advise. And it
has been absolutely critical for ne. And |
thank you for all that you have done for ne.

It has been inportant for ne to keep
in touch, not just to go once, but to keep in

touch with the nmjor | aw enforcenent

organi zations during nmy time as Attorney
CGeneral, not just at annual neetings, but when
you cone to the Departnent of Justice to share
i deas, whether it be about spectrum i ssues,
about youth viol ence, about detention problens,
it is so inportant that | hear from you.

| certainly hear from Budd, from Pat
Sul I'i van, Dan Rosenbl ack, and Bobby Mody when
| do sonething bad. And it has been so hel pful
to me because we al nost did sonething bad,
because we really hadn't consulted, and then we
get pulled back into the right way to go.

And sonetines we end up just
di sagreei ng, period. But we know we've done so

out of a good, honest discussion, and we've got
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di fferent considerations and different
i nterests at stake.
| ook forward to continuing these
di al ogues, these neetings, in every way |
possi bly can. As the President has said, we
have nmade sonme extraordi nary successes in these

| ast four years. You, who are on the front

line, are primarily responsible for these !
successes.

When | go before the Congress as |
did yesterday, | can fully agree with them when

they say now, isn't it true that |ocal |aw
enforcenent has 90 percent, or 99 percent of
the cases involving juvenile violence. And |
say yes. And ny role is to do whatever | can
as a partner with local |aw enforcenent, to
address this issue with their considerations in
m nd.

Four years ago though, when people
asked ne about an issue | had to again, and

again say, well, have you talked to the
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sheriff, have you talked to the | ACP.

"' m pl eased to report now that |
don't have to ask that anynore. Because when |
get ny briefing materials, this is the position
of the NSA, this is the position of the |ACP.
They say if you do this, this, and this, you
get alink to a better product. And so | think

the nmessage is out through the Departnent of

Justi ce.

| think we face sone inportant issues
toget her though. Critically for me is the
i ssue of youth violence. Last year we saw the
violent crine arrest rate, and the nurder rate
for juveniles, the nurder arrest rate go down
for the first tinme in a nunber of years.

But as we all know, the nunber of
young people will increase significantly in the
next 15 to 20 years. And we're seeing young
peopl e do things that we never dreaned was
possi ble. W have got to work together in

these next four years to nmake sure that we turn
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this around. And I think we have nade a good
begi nni ng.

But as | was rem nded yesterday, we
can't just rest there. W have got to continue
to do everything we can.

And the President has announced the
yout h vi ol ence package that | think is one of
those critical pieces of legislation that you

will see in this Congress.

Chair Pat Sullivan was with ne
yesterday at the neeting of a joint committee
of an education subconm ttee that has
responsibility for the office of juvenile
Justice and delinquency prevention, and
Congressman McCullen's Crinme Subcommttee of
the House Judiciary Committee.

Some people say it's no fun
testifying before Congress. And | will agree
wi th himon those occasions. But yesterday was
a wonderful experience for ne. People bought a

bi parti san thoughtful ness to this issue. There
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13 was a good di al ogue. There was a good
14 exchange. People were interested in solving
15 the problens. And | found it one of the nost
16 awarding tines that | have been before
17 Congr ess.
18 What i npressed ne so nuch was the
19 bi parti san attitude of everyone there. W need
20 to work together to take that spirit, to take
21 the spirit that was refl ected when the
22 President net with the Senate and House
10
1 | eaders, and agreed that this will be one issue
2 that we ought to reach bipartisan consensus on
3 | think we have the opportunity to
4 draft a bill that can truly, truly begin to
5 address, in a conprehensive way, the probl ens
6 of youth violence. | know that many of you
7 say, now | don't want the Federal Governnent
8 federalizing all of these youth crines.
9 And we are -- as you know, | have
10 said | don't want to be taking cases in Federal
11 Court. | don't want our prosecutors and
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12 i nvestigators involved unless |ocal |aw

13 enforcenment thinks it's the right thing to do,
14 and we can share the right way.

15 | do want to make sure that | am

16 providing you with every information that can
17 be possibly hel pful in solving these crines,

18 whet her it be about gangs that cut across

19 district lines. And if you and the prosecutors
20 think that we can better handle it in Federal
21 Court for sone reasons due to the law, then |et
22 us know.

11

1 We' ve got special responsibility in

2 | ndi an country, but we want to work with

3 everybody concerned to do it the right way. So
4 just understand that | amvery, very sensitive
5 to the issues of federalism

6 And ny instructions to the U S

7 Attorney is, don't go in there just taking

8 cases for credit's sake. Go in there in a

9 partnership and either share information, or

10 assi st the | ocal prosecutor and the | ocal
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11 sheriff. O if they want us to take it, let's
12 take it. But let's take it giving credit to
13 t hose --

14 (Appl ause)

15 ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO What this

16 | egi sl ati on does, though, that is so inportant
17 is, it first of all provides for an additional
18 $50 mllion, bringing to a total of $75

19 mllion, nmoneys for at-risk children's
20 initiative, truancy prevention prograns,
21 nment oring prograns, intervention prograns that
22 can make a difference.

12

1 Now, people ask ne, well, describe

2 the prograns. W want to work with you so that
3 you descri be what coul d be needed in your

4 community. It mght be a deputy sheriff

5 wor king with a probation officer in one county,
6 touchi ng bases with those that are not quite

7 yet ready for detention, but need very intense
8 supervision, in terns of community supervision
9 It may be a nentoring programthat
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you want to develop with the schools. You know
best what your comrunity needs, what resources
are necessary. And that's the reason that

we' ve deci ded that these nonies go to the | ocal
governnent, designed for what you need in the
field.

And we want to work with you to
perfect this through the revised Ofice of
Juvenile Crinme Control and Prevention, so that
we get the noney to you in the right way, so
that it's streamined without a | ot of
bureaucracy, so that we get it out in a pronpt

f ashi on.

13
And yet, everybody is held

account abl e for how we use the noney. W're
going to be working with you in these weeks to
come to fashion sonething that could truly nake
a difference.

We provide additional nonies for
i ncentive grants, for new ideas to show what

can work and what can't work. And we're very
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in-tuned to the fact that too often Federal
noni es have been spent w thout any assessnent
of what good they're doing. W' ve had
eval uation and research conponents in these
nonies that | think can truly nake a
di fference.

Wat | see happening, it is so
exciting, is that comunities are making a
difference. One sheriff can nake a difference.
A police chief can make a difference when he
reaches out to the schools, to the probations
servi ces, when he works with the court in the
community court concept. \Wien he invol ves

parks and recreation specialists, when he

14
i nvol ves the private sector, when she invol ves

children, youth, in devel opnent prograns.

| am convinced that we can nmake a
difference. And what |'ve been asking you to
do, is let me know when you have a program
that's working. Let ne know when you have a

communi ty that has cone together to address the
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8 probl em of crine anongst our youth today in a
9 conpr ehensi ve way.
10 What Anerica needs, what Congress
11 needs i s evidence that prevention prograns can
12 work. It has been very gratifying for ne to
13 spend tinme in Boston now for the |last two years
14 on three different occasions to see the
15 begi nnings of a community police and initiative
16 in Dorchester, Massachusetts, to conme back and
17 see it expanded to comrunity probation officers
18 riding with community police officers checking
19 on those that need intense probation
20 supervision at 10: 00 at night, making hone
21 visits, letting them know.
22 To see a republican DA working with a
15
1 Denocratic United States Attorney to focus on
2 serious gang nenbers, and take themout in a
3 part nershi p based on regular neetings as to who
4 shoul d do what, and what is in the best
5 i nterest of the case.
6 To see the local hospital working
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7 with victins of youth violence, children
8 victins of youth violence to interrupt the
9 cycle of violence, to see what happens when
10 Federal nonies that are going to the states for
11 donmestic violence, intervention prevention and
12 enforcenent to focus on a donmestic viol ence
13 seen at a home where children have observed the
14 vi ol ence.
15 That child who observes that beating,
16 unl ess we do sonething, unless we intervene,
17 will cone to accept violence as a way of life.
18 When the hospital joins with the Sheriff or
19 wth the police chief in interrupting that
20 cycle of violence by providing counselling to
21 those child victins, we can begin to nake the
22 di fference.
16
1 But | get these ideas not out of ny
2 head. | get these ideas fromthe police chief
3 and sheriffs that are using them now across
4 this nation. Let us get the information to us
5 so that we can show what's worki ng and support
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this effort that we have undertaken.

In addition, the President has al so
asked, in our budget submtted to Congress, for
addi tional nonies in the Departnent of
Education for 1,000 initiatives for after
school and eveni ng prograns, because it is the
police chiefs, the sheriffs, who have been
telling nme, we need sonething for these kids to
do in the afternoon and the eveni ng before they
get into trouble in the first place.

But, and this a sensitive subject
because | don't talk about police in this
context, one of the big conplaints |I got
sonetinmes from|law enforcenent, sonetinme after
the Crine Act was, | ook, you started at the
begi nning and you start at the end.

The Crine Act provided nonies for

17
100, 000 police officers, and it provi ded nonies

for corrections, but what about the prosecutors
in the courts, they' re overwhelmed. This

proposal of the President provides noney, $200
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5 mllion for prosecutors to devel op appropriate
6 initiatives ained at youth viol ence,
7 initiatives that | ook at the whole picture.
8 It provides $50 nmillion for the
9 courts. W've been working with the Chief
10 Justice Commerce to try to make sure that they
11 have the opportunity to do bold and innovative
12 things. Because what sheriffs and others are
13 telling me is what | always knew from ny
14 experience in Mam .
15 Juvenil e court judges are totally
16 overwhel ned. They have no place to put these
17 ki ds, they have no prograns to place these kids
18 in. And everything that the sheriff or police
19 do ends up as a revol ving door because the
20 courts have no place to put them
21 Let us | ook at the systemas a whol e
22 and work together to construct |egislation, and
18
1 then to see that the noney is used to nmake the
2 juvenile justice system as whol e and conpl ete
3 as possible so that we can stemthis tide of
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4 vi ol ence.
5 One other area that | would like to
6 address, and | touched on it with organizations
7 on it in separate neetings. But | just want to
8 reiterate howinportant | think it is, is the
9 whol e i ssue of high-tech crine.
10 As | | ook at these people that are
11 noving out to rural Anerica, and starting to
12 commute with their office by teleconmting
13 rather than driving, | realize that high-tech
14 crime is going to be affecting us all.
15 W want to work with state and | oca
16 | aw enforcenent in every way possible to see
17 that | aw enforcenent at every | evel devel ops
18 the expertise and has access to the expertise
19 necessary to identify high-tech crine, and to
20 use high-tech tools to identify and to conbat
21 hi gh-tech cri ne.
22 One of the major problens we face is
19
1 that the equi pment necessary for this changes
2 practically every day. You buy sone now, and
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it's obsolete tonorrow. How can we pool the
equi pnrent? How can we share equi pnment? How
can we share expertise and equi pnent in a
pronpt fashion that can truly nmake a difference
for you who are on the front |ines across
Anerica?

When a man can sit in a kitchen in
St. Petersburg, Russia and steal froma bank in
Chi cago, he can also steal froma bank in a
small town in Louisiana. Wen sonebody wants
to invade trade secrets or attack our
infrastructure, they can do so across Aneri ca.

| would like to work with both
organi zations this year to cone to see how we
can structure the best partnership possible
that can provide for sharing of expertise that
can nmake equi pnrent avail able, and that can do
it in an appropriate way that is very sensitive
to issues of federalism

But not only do we need high-tech

20
equi pnent to attack high-tech crine, we need to
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t ake advantage of the energi ng technol ogy that
staggers the inmagi nation and converts vanity to
prayer.

Just think of what we can do with the
information retrieval systens that are being
devel oped to collect information that m ght
have been dispersed in five different files, in
paper files, and bring themtogether to solve
crine.

Just think of what can be done in the
next five years as we take a DNA chip at the
scene and test and exclude from consi deration
five |l eads that your police officers or your
deputi es woul d have had to follow

We've got to nmake sure that we use
this technol ogy the right way, that we use it
to serve our conmmunities. Dw ght Ei senhower,
when he left the Presidency, gave a farewell
address that | think is one of the nost
remar kabl e speeches made by an Aneri can

President. And | always wondered why it didn't
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21
gain nore attention.

He warned of the undue influence of
the industrial-mlitary conplex of private
i ndustry who had becone part and parcel of the
compl ex in the devel opnent of expensive
equi pment for the mlitary.

| think we've got to work together in
the years to cone to nake sure that the | aw
enforcenment-industrial conpl ex does not
overwhel m us, does not |ead to waste, but that
we work in partnership with private industry,
the right way to get the best equipnent, to
make sure it as interoperable as possible, that
it serves us all, and that we keep up with
current devel opnents.

Many of you have hel ped educate ne

al ong these lines as well. And so, Sheriff,
Chief, in this next year, this will be an issue
of great concern for ne. And we will be

| ooking forward at how we can work with you.
But | thought that this group m ght

be smal |l enough, and you m ght know ne wel |
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enough now so that you can be candid with ne,

and that we could take the next few m nutes and
| et you ask nme questions, or give nme thoughts
about what should we be doing at the Departnent
of Justice to assist you and support you.

So why don't you fire away at ne.

Yes, sir.

MALE VO CE: One problemthat we've
encountered in Alabama is, we've recently had a
bill in Al abama that allowed for sheriffs to
I ncarcerate juveniles that are involved in
crimnal activities, allowed to incarcerate
juveniles for a maxi mum of seven days and then
transfer them back to the juvenile detention
facilities.

The one problemwe ran into
i medi ately, the federal regul ations regarding
housi ng of juveniles of (inaudible). That's
sonet hing that needs to be | ooked at. |[|f the
states are going to try to have (i naudible)

i ncarcerate juveniles in county detention

facilities, we nust have sone parity between
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federal regulations and state regul ations to

allow themto do that.

We cane back and got the Attorney
General (inaudible) to allow us to do so.

There are those who feel -- there are sone of
us who feel we're in violation of it because of
the Federal statutes regarding housing of
juveniles. And that is a problem!| think we

wi || have down the road.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  That we have
tried to do with the four-core protections, the
four fundanental protections that Congress
establ i shed, that the incarceration in
detention facilities of juveniles, the
i nprisonnent, the sight and sound, and the
di sproportion of mnority in custody is found
in both organizations, and try to hear from you
t hrough hearings, through informal contacts,
and ot herwi se how m ght we adapt regul ations
that nmade these -- turn these requirenents nore

flexible.
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VWat |1'd like to do is nake sure we

24
get your nane, follow up on the issue, get to

the benefit of your thought, and do whatever
woul d be appropriate as a followup. But this
is a continuing matter of concern, and it wl|
be very nmuch a part of the concern expressed in
the whole legislation. And it's sonething that
we need to make sure that we're in close
communi cation on. So, Ken or --

MALE VO CE: M. President, do police
have to identify thenselves if they ask a
guesti on?

MALE VO CE: (I naudi bl e)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Yes. Yes

MALE VO CE: Sheriff (inaudible),
Marshall Town, | owa.

Ms. Reno, our office is very small
W're in a very rural environnent in the State
of lowa. And three years ago we had four 15

year olds cone up to the State of M ssouri and
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pl unge, and cut, and shoot a wonman to death

just to get her car.

25
What |'m bringing here, well, |

guess, may be asking for your help, or the
Federal Governnent's help, is we had sone nmj or
di scussion on sonething | thought was very,
very sinple. And it had to deal wth juvenile
rights.

Wien we went into the State of
M ssouri, we followed their adm nistrative
rights procedure. The mandates M randa
al ways thought crossed the whole country.

However, when | got back to lowa we
were shot at, if you will, fromthe courts
because we did not file lowa's adm nistrative
right's procedure. It's still Mranda, it's
just done slightly different.

We just drug this case out for an
enornously long period of tine, about two years
at a great cost to ny office for housing these

j uveni | es.
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What | don't quite understand is,
recently we had a ki dnappi ng and rape situation

where they went into Canada. And your office,

26
the southern district of lowa, M. D ckerson,

did a very good job in helping us bringing this
person back with no difficulty at all from
anot her country.

| just wonder if there m ght be
sonet hi ng the Federal Governnent can help to do
to kind of stabilize this adm nistrative
procedure whereby the rights, if you wll, are
the sane across the country as | al ways
t hought .

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO That is a
fascinating issue that has not been presented
tonme. And we will follow up on it carefully.
Marshall Town, | owa.

MALE VO CE: Yes, Ma' am

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We will be
back in touch with you on that. | wll also

raise the issue with the State Chi ef Justices
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Conference and with the National Association of
Attorney CGenerals to see what we can do to
per haps streanline that whole -- assure the

fundanental protections, but avoid the

27
pitfalls.

You rai se another interesting point
that we'd like to work with you on. | see
crime becom ng nore and nore international in
t hese consequences, whether it be juvenile
crime, or otherwi se with cyberspace before us,
and we're going to have to reach beyond our
borders in many instances with the Internet,
borders are going to becone neani ngl ess.

It is going to becone extrenely
i nportant, when we have a hacker hacking at
your bank in Marshall Town, to know where he is
in Paris. And so we're going to need to form
new partnershi ps that nean new concepts of
federalism

Again, we'd like to do it, Sheriff,

the right way, attending to the states and to
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the local community's interest that uses the
Federal Governnment as a support to gain the
cooperation of foreign authorities. But we'l
follow up on the issues of the states right

away. Thank you.

28
MALE VO CE: Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Yes, sir.

MALE VO CE: In the followup section
-- and I'm M ke Robi nson, (inaudible) M chigan,
and also third vice president of |CC

Wth regard to international tines
and (inaudible) we tal ked before about the sale
of strong encryption technol ogy, and know t hat
there is a bill that we introduced again,
towar ds exports and technol ogy, using the
exports and technol ogy.

And, as you know, it's vitally
i nportant that we nmaintain sone control and
ability to get it into those -- that
i nformation and to have the key escrow

capability to exam ne that information
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | couldn't
agree nore with you, Sir. This is one of the
topics that is -- | didn't talk with you-al
about it because | would be singing to the
choir. But this is sonething that | have tried

to raise. | urge that you raise it in your

29
communi ti es.

| think people -- and as you raise it
-- let nme tell you what | have found when |
first talk with people. They say, what do you
mean, | don't want the FBI butting into ny
busi ness. And | explain, |ook, if sonebody
stole trade secrets fromyou right now, and
stored themin their conputer, and it was not
encrypted, the FBI would get a search warrant
and go search the conputer and get the evidence
of the crinme and, usually, the victimw Il be
very pleased with the process.

But if you have a search warrant and
you can't bust the conputer, that's a different

problem OCh, | see. But | don't want them
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wire-tapping ne. And | say right now the FBI,

| ocal sheriffs in nost jurisdictions can go get
a wre-tap order, and this is the way you do
it, and they just put it into the wire. This
is permtting themto do it according to nodern
t echnol ogy.

And so take the tine to explain to

30
peopl e that the processes are already there.

And that's what protects us against drug

deal ers. That's what enables us to catch them
That's what enables us to catch the people who
steal fromthese corporations that m ght

ot herw se be objecting.

But be very careful in stressing to
people that we're not asking for new authority
to snoop, we're asking for the authority to
keep up with technol ogy.

MALE VO CE: M. Reno, |'m Sheriff
Pat McGowan from M nnesota. | represent a
colony in the excess of a mllion people. One

of the major problens we have in the urban area
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is the in influx of gangs.

One of the biggest stunbling bl ocks
is that we have we have an influx of gangs
coming inis to be able to access Federal
wel fare records for investigating purposes, and
drive-by shooting, nurder, drug investigations.

And you sinply can't get into these

wi t hout a search warrant. |f anybody's that

31
done investigation on it, you go to a drive-hby

shooting, you go to a nurder scene, and
sonebody says yes, soneone said they just cane
fromso and so to here -- |ast name of MCGowan

Where do you | ook? We get great
cooperation fromthe local utility conpanies
for new hook-ups. But we go to the Governnent
to check on benefits, and we cannot access the
records.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | will
followup on that and address the issue and see
what we can do.

MALE VO CE: General (inaudible).
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|"mthe sheriff of Massachusetts, (i naudible)
County. Frivolous suits, those things that
sheriffs and small|l jurisdictions have to deal
with on regular basis. The states have
attorney generals that are assigned to various
corrections and what - have-you, or they can
provide it.

At the local level, the county Ieve

in many instances, determ ned by the anount of

32
noney that is available to the sheriff to

protect hinself, his departnent and officers
and those kinds of things. Frivolous suits are
cl oggi ng our courts throughout the country.

And is there a way that we can | ook
at that so that local jurisdictions can get
sone help with this. It's, as you know,
Ceneral, extrenely expensive. And, of course,
the Federal Governnent wel cones the suits
because they turn noney. (I naudible)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Not recently.

MALE VO CE: The rest of us have to
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do it the old fashioned way. This is really
sonet hing that has to be | ooked at. And naybe
your office -- | know they've already done it
under your |eadership in certain areas, but
what happens is at the |ocal |evel,
particularly when it has to do with
i ncarceration in local |ock-ups or at the
county jails (inaudible) of corrections --
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO.  Sheri ff

Hat haway, what | think we mght do, | wll ask

33
sonebody, you're not gone yet are you?

(Laught er)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO -- to get
back to Bud. W mght put together a snall
wor ki ng group of smaller county sheriffs to see
what we can do to | ook at the Prisoner Location
Ref orm Act and we can see if there are steps
that we can take.

Wul d that be agreeabl e?

MALE VO CE: Thank you.

MALE VOCE: |I'mSteve Odridge. |I'm
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the sheriff of (inaudible) county in Florida.
One of the things | wanted to talk to this
group, as nuch as you, is about a programt hat
we've got that really has worked out well wth
our U S. Attorney. It's called the MP
program It's got nothing to do with the nost
val uabl e pl ayer.

It's about major (inaudible) program
And we entered in what we found was, that we're
getting the sane people and, again, that have

long, long rap sheets that we don't have

34
t hrough our state, we have sentencing

gui delines. And you, in our state, can steal 9
cars before you go off and qualify for prison.
So we've entered into an agreenent
where we go with the U S. Attorney. W try to
find a Federal hook on these folks. And we try
tolimt it to a 100 in our comunity, real bad
of fenders, they're your repeat offenders. They
come back again and again. And it's worked

very well.
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11 ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | will tell
12 M. Wal --
13 MALE VO CE: Patterson.
14 ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Patterson.
15 MALE VO CE: M ke.
16 ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | will tell
17 Mke. And this is an exanple of what we're
18 trying to do. We're not taking these cases to
19 get credit.
20 MALE VO CE: Right.
21 ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It's a
22 partnership. The same thing is true in Boston.
35
1 The U.S. Attorney and the |ocal prosecutor wl|
2 sit down, representatives fromboth their
3 of fices, go through all the gun or gang cases
4 that cone up fromthese certain areas. You
5 take this one, | take this one, you take this
6 one, we'll do better with this one. And it's a
7 sharing. But we've got to nmake sure that
8 everybody is involved in the process so that it
9 doesn't look like one's trying to put one up.
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And we have got to be careful too.
Because if we cone into court, into Federa
Court with sonme little gun case, the judge is
going to | ook at us and not take us seriously.

So it's a balance. And it's

sonet hing that we can, | think, work together
on. |'d appreciate your -- any exanpl es of
this. 1 wll talk to Mke and nmake sure that

we share with other U S. Attorneys.

But it really makes a difference. W
did it in Dade County. W took three-tine
armed career crimnals to the Federal Court al

the tinme. And it was nice to know that they

36
wer e goi ng away.

MALE VO CE: Anen.

MALE VO CE: Chief GII Curley, in
Maryl and Hei ghts, M ssouri. In the
comruni ty-oriented policing programwe take
great pride in working in the school district,
every school resource office, and so forth,

wor king with the school. And with your
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enphasis on juvenile crinme, we think the
juveniles -- one of the things we have found is
that it's a sensitive issue.

But when we're dealing with sone
speci al needs children that have behavi or
probl ens, or assaultive behavior in school,
M ssouri has enacted a pretty far-reachi ng new
juvenile bill, sharing of information for
prosecution of juveniles and adults and so
forth.

The school s are mandated, |
under stand, by sone kind of federal law in the
educational departnent. And that prevents them

fromdisciplining the behavior of students that

37
fit into this special category.

It will be very helpful to us if
sonebody can |l ook into that and see if
sonet hi ng can be done so that discipline can be
mai nt ai ned. You tal k about alternative
school s, and these type of resources --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO W'l |
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foll owup on that, because we have addressed
the issue of sharing information of the Federal
| aw that applies to sonething simlar to the
Departnent of Education. But we'll follow up
on this as well.

MALE VO CE: Ms. Reno, | want to
conmplinment -- (inaudible) Sheriff of
(inaudible) Virginia. The Fifth Grcuit U S
Attorney has been really helping. Not only the
U.S. Attorney, but the Federal Agency,
(i naudi bl e).

|'d like to comment on this
(i naudi bl e) universal hiring. W' ve been
trying to get sone information, and it | ooks we

have to keep filling out the form They say

38
the sheriff of the next |evel.

You mind giving us an update on that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Let ne have
sonebody, because the best way to do it,
Sheriff, is to have -- |I'll get your nane, and

we' || have sonebody foll owup with you right
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away and just see what the problemis. You
shoul dn't have to be asking ne where you stand.
W try to nake the COPS program just as
responsi ve as we possibly can. So we'l]|
fol | ow up.

MALE VO CE: Yes. M nane is Ted
Bursuel, and I'mw th Bureau of Indian Affairs.
And | wanted to publicly thank the Attorney
General for her work for nmaking the |Indian
crimnal justice systemjust that nuch better.
The Attorney General has done a lot for the
| ndi an country. There is still a lot that
needs to be done.

On the sane |lines, there's Chief
Sanders of ICP, certainly it's allowed Indian

countries to cone into the two organi zati ons,

39
in fact, the four organizations. W have an

Indian affairs office. And | amcertainly
grateful for that. And, lastly, special thanks
goes to Kevin DeGegory who's the Deputy

Attorney General of the Crimnal D vision, for
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certainly going out of his way to make our
lives easier out in the Indian country.

W are a new jurisdiction. Certain
crimnals do not respect jurisdictions. And it
j ust behooves us to all work together and
(i naudi ble) that we're proud to be part of this
or gani zat i on.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, we
appreciate all that you do. Thank you very
much.

Could I turn the tables for just a
m nute and ask you on a continuing question. |
think Pat Sullivan wll tell you yesterday, and
| don't know whether he's still there, but sone
of the description fromthe very thoughtful new
nmenbers of the subconmttees that participate

in this juvenile crine |legislation hearing

40
tal ked about the proliferation of guns anong

young people. And then when you ask young
peopl e why you have a gun, | need it for

protection, and that you're seeing themin
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el ementary school s.

| would be very grateful if you wll
share with us prograns that you believe are
on-going in your |ocal jurisdiction, prograns
that are successful in getting guns out of the
hands of kids -- and the person, Kent -- who
shoul d be the cl earinghouse for this.

Kent Marcus, who is nmy counsel or on
yout h vi ol ence, would be the person. If you
could just send it to the Departnent of
Justice, call us, let us know t hrough Bud or
Dan. It is so inportant that we are able to
give to others exanples of what's working. And
it's amazing how you put out one exanple of
what ' s wor ki ng, and how people want it, and the
benefit that they get fromit.

So | woul d appreciate very nmuch any

suggesti ons you have.

41
MALE VO CE: Well, 1'd like to

mention that, just out of the way just a good

bit.
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4 ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Yes.
5 MALE VOCE: 1'd like to nention two
6 points that we discussed earlier just for your
7 i nformati on.
8 One, a while ago you were talking
9 about the district attorneys, and they were
10 asking for noney and said that powers are
11 taking care of, | believe officers on the
12 street and corrections. | suspect that was a
13 construction bill that came out of the --
14 construction noney that came out of the crine
15 bill.
16 And the concern that we had about
17 that construction noney was that there was a
18 maxi rum  The noney went to the states, and
19 there was a maxi mum of 15 percent, a maxinumto
20 pari shes and counties, which is not a whole |ot
21 of nmoney. And sinply alittle (inaudible) of
22 correction. And | know that adm nistrations
42
1 are supposed to provide grants. | understand.
2 But that's the way the noney is com ng down
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ri ght now.

That little change in technical
correction mght work from maxi mumto m ni num
It m ght help.

(Laught er)

It certainly affects not only
sheriffs, but it affects chiefs and police
of fi cers because that's where we have the
felony of fenders that they arrest, and,
obvi ously, the chief of police and the police
of ficer arrest the fel ony offenders.

Al so the bl ock grant noney that cane
down that gave nobney to cities and pari shes and
counti es based on part one violent crines.

They |isted about seven categories that the
noney coul d be expended, and not one of those
categories was corrections, which right nowit,
probably, if you ask the sheriffs what's your
bi ggest problem | think every one of us would

say our jails.

43
| know the crowd, the need for
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addi ti onal space, and you ask the chief of

police, they will tell you the sane thing, that

we woul d want -- that they would want the
sheriffs to have adequate bed space for those
federal offenders that they arrest. Those are
the two critical points |I have.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Well, let's
follow up on those. | think all of this is
going to be in here next, don't you think,
Kent, now. And we need -- it's going to

require close conmunication. But | think it's

going to be -- | hope. 1've got ny fingers

crossed. |It's going to be a different world
this time -- a neeting over here, a neeting

her e.

| think they're going to be
t hought ful (i naudi bl e) neetings, where we
discuss it and try to the shape the best
| egi sl ati on possi bl e.

Thank you.

MR. HATHAWAY: W appreci ate you
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1 com ng very nuch.
2 (Appl ause)
3 (The Attorney CGeneral's Address

4 was concl uded.)

5 * * * * *
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