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STATEMENT OF GIL KLEIN, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL PRESS CLUB

Mr. Klein: Good afternoon . Welcome to the National
Press Club.

My name 1s Gil Klean. I am the Club’s president and
the national correspondent with Media General News
Service.

I would lake to thank Attorney General Janet Reno for
coming to the Press Club today for our aftermoon
newsmaker.

The Attorney General will discuss the Clanton
Admanistration’s crime bill 1mpiémentatlon plan. She
helped pass $30 billion worth of 1t., And now we have to
figure out how they are going to spend that money.
Presadent Clinton will sign the bill into law next week.

The Attorney General will speak for about 20 mainutes,
and then she will take your questions.

Attorney General Reno.
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STATEMENT OF HON JANET RENO, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA .

Attorney General Reno: Thank you very much. It is a
pleasure to be back here.

For the last year-and-a-half, Presadent Clinton and I
have worked with the Ameracan people to get a good crlmeA
bill passed.

We met with police officers who work the streets of
the communities day in and day out. We talked wath
citizens who care so very much about their community,
their neighborhood. And they are spending countless hours
volunteering to make their neaghborhood a better place.

We walked with Republican and DemocratiC mayors
through their commnities, large and small, and saw what
their communities were doing in a partnership between
government and citizens to make their area a better place
to lave.

I have been to rural America to talk with sheriffs,
to see the problems that they face as they try to deal
with the craime problem that spreads beyond our urban
cities.

And I have talked with young people, who want so much
to have hope in the future, who have so many good ideas,
and who want to be so desperately involved.

There 1s a boldness and a courage out there. There
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1S an excitement out in the communlﬁles of America and the
neighborhoods., The people that I spoke with spoke with a
great sense of urgency, and, indeed, with a spirat that
was to me very, very 1nspiring.

They spoke with the need to come together to stop the
violence and the drugs, to stop the senseless killing of
our children by our children.

They spoke waith hope, because they knew what their
communities were doing with limited resources to make a
difference, even with resources sorely limited in so many
different satuataions.

But they talked wath anger and frustration, because
they could not understand why Congress for six years had
not been able to enact a crime bill that began to address
what they considered to be the major problem in America
today, the problem of wviolence.

We heard them. The Presadent acted by pushing for a
tough, smart crame bill, a bill that was funded. And it
was not full of empty promases, a bill that provaded
ballaons of dollars for policing, punishment, and
prevention, that could make a difference.

Slowly the bill moved through both houses of
Congress. But then political bickering and special
interests raised their head again, and the bill locked as

1f 1t would fail.
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But thas President would not‘glve up. This President
refused to see the crame bill daie. He refused to
compromise on the provasions that he_had talked about an
the campaign, that‘he had talked about in has State of the
Union message, the ban on assault weapons, 100,000 police
officers, three-strikes-you’re-out, and the program to
give our kids something to say yes to, rather than just to
face a life of craime, and violence, and drugs.

And in a bapartisan spirat that was so heartening,
Republicans and Democrats joined together to say wath ham,
"We have heard from the American people. They want a
crime blll.passed. They want a craime bill passed that is
tough and smart."

And they joained together. And we now have a craime
ball.

And we also have a blstoflc opportunity. Now, all
Americans have an opportunity to work together, citizens
and public officials, Republicans and Democrats, to lay
differences aside and to use the resources of this bill in
the right way without bureauératlc red tape, without
bickerang, without turf wars, without partiasanshap, to
make a difference.

In Washington, we must do it the right way, without
political concerns, without waste, without turf battles.

We must put the people fairst. But we cannot and must not
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implement the crame ball by having Washington tell
communities what to do.

For too long Washington has said, "We know better how
to solve a problem in Springfield than the people of
Spraingfield, " or "We know how to solve the problem in some
rural county better than the sheriff and the citizens of
that rural county.”

We want to lasten, and to work with, and to involve
all Ameracans 1n implementing this craime bill, and work
with those who are truly on the front lane in the faight

against craime ain making sure this bill gets amplemented ain

the right way.

I am here today to began the first of a series of
announcements about how the Department of Justice wall
implement the craime ball.

Overall, our goal 1s to have the structure in place
on October 1lst to begin this historaic partnership to get
the craime bill implemented. 1In this regard, I have sax
specifac announcements today. ‘

FParst, I wiall talk wath, work waith, and listen to the
people who are out on the front lanes, the mayors, the
police chiefs, the cops on the beat, the citizens, the
prevention specialists, the correctional officials, people
who know what 1s working and what is not working, the

groups who helped to draft thais ball, to make sure that we
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obtain thear vaews on how to amplement this bill ain a
smart, prompt, and effective manner .

Secondly, I have asked Associate Attorney Gengral
John Schmaidt to oversee the amplementataon of the crime
ba1ll.

John, as you know, 1s a distanguashed attorney, wath
a great commitment to public service, and a keen
understanding of local government. He will take personal
responsibalaity for implementation of this ball.

As the number three person in the Justace Department,
John Schmidt will make sure that accountabilaty for this
ba1ll remains at the haighest level in the department.

Third, I have been interviewing candiadates to head
the cop’s program at the Deéartment of Justace. Thas
program will have responsibalaty for puttaing 100,000
community police officers on the streets with police
departments throughout America.

That program will be run by a police officer.
Decasions about which request from which cities should be
funded will be made by somecne who has walked the streets
and understands law enforcement. And the President and I
wi1ll name that leader in the next several days.

Fourth, in the first week of October, we will send
$200 million to cities, ceountaes, and towns across America

£0 put more than 2,000 new police officers on our streets,

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
1111 FOURTEENTH STREET, N W
SUITE 400
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
{202})289-2260
{800) FOR DEPO



"y

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

getting the 100,000 cops program started fast, with fast
acrtion.

We aim to put 20,000 pelice on the streets in 16
months. We want to do this in an effective manner, and
work wath all concerned to ensure sound recruiting and
training on a central effort an any police hiring
undertaking.

These community police officers will walk the beats
in our neaghborhoods, They will work wath the people an
cities and towns, They will adentify the problems in
communities.

They will work with cmtm%ens to establash priorities,
And they will help bring Ameraica together, for as I have
traveled across thas nataon in thas year-and-a-half, I
have seen community police cfficers, trusted by all an the
neaghborhood, to be faar.

I have seen these people on the cutting edge of
brainging a neighborhood togethex, of getting teachers to
talk with parents and community leaders, counselors, young
pecople; and all cataizens comang together around the effort
of a community police officer to solve the neaghborhood’s
problems.

And most rewardingly, I have seen the community
police offacer again and again become the mentor to young

people at risk in thear communities, making a difference,
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and providang supervaisaon and guidance that young people
so sorely need, supervision and guidance from a person
they respect, 1s firm, but fair and understanding.

Fafth, Presaident Clanton and I will meest with all 53
United States attorneys in Washington next week to discuss
the implementaticon of the new craminal provisions in this
ball.

This will guarantee that on October 1st we will be
ready to amplement the new penalty provisions to make our
streets safer.

And sixth, we will establish a Department of Justice
800 hot lane, so that state and local governments can call
us at anytame for help in understanding how they can use
their fair share of craime ball resources.

Yes, faindaing out how to use the crame bill in your
neighborhood should not require a Ph.D. or a set of
regulations as thick as a New York Caity telephone book.

We need to make communication direct, responsive, and put
it an terms that people can understand and easily use.

Not everythaing will happen overnight. As you know,
the ball as funded by savings that will be achieved by a
reductaon of 250,000 posxitaons in the federal work force
over the next fave years.

And some of the provisicns of the bill are authoraized

and funded for subsequent years as the savings accrue.
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However, I have committed the department to achieve
rthe following goals by October 1, 189%6:; First, we will
have and will have dastraibuted funds to hire 406,000 new

community police officers, and start them on their way to

‘protecting people on the streets.

By that tame, QOctober 1, 1886, we will haire 1,000 new
border patrol agents to secure our borders.

‘ We”Qill invelve 300,000 of our nataon’s youth in
prevention programs designed to keep them off the streets
and out of saituations where they are encouraged to choose
a life of crame.

And we will put more than $1 ballaon in the hands of
state and local governments for their use an fightaing
crame through punashment, and jaals, and prisons, and boot
camps, and for prevention programs that on the other hand
can gave our youngsters something to say yes to.

When Presadent Clanton signs the crime bill into law
next week, 1t will ban 19 different types of assault
weapons, These weapons, desaigned for the battlefields of
war, have no place ain our neighborhoods or our
communaties.

When Presadent Clainton signs the crame bill anto law,
1t will ban the pessession of handguns by anyone under the

age of 18, and enable us to swiftly and severely punish

anyone who sells or gaves a gun to a chald,
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There 1s an epademic of kiads killing kids 1in America
today, and 1t must and a2t will stop.

The ball will strengthen the abilaty of the federal
government to conduct background checks on indaviduals who
seek to purchase fairearms.

In Octcber, we will begain to fund major improvements
in the Nataonal Craminal Record System. That will
increase the abilaty of federal, state, and local law
enforcement agencies to check a criminal’s prior record.

This 1s a major first step towards improving ouxr
abilaty to enforce the Brady Law, the three-strikes-and-
you’re-out provision in this bill, and sentencing
guidelines for courts at all levels.

It will be done 1n the next 12 months and will have a
real aimpact on identifying craminals who have prior
records, who need to be detained and held untal they are
tried.

When President Clinton signs the crime bill into law,
three-strakes-and-you’re-out will become a realaty.

Repeat -offenders in violent craimes will be put in jail for
good; no more chances to ruin the lives of others.

Our law is tough, but 1t 1s also smart. It does not
mean that everyone who commits three crimes will be put
away for laife. It focuses on the serious, dangerous,

violent felon.
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The person who commits one armed robbery and goes to
jaxl, gets out, commits another, goes to jail, gets out
and commits anothexr, that person has aindicated contempt
for human life, and certainly will be the subject of thas
efforc.

The bill also over these next six years will provade
for 100,000 new prascn beds throughout this country ain
state and local prasons and jails.

Nothing i1s so frustrating for the law enforcement
pfficer on the street, or the prosecutor in the court, or
the citizen who has been the victam than to see the system
work, to see someone get arrested, prosecuted, tried
without a plea bargain, see them sentenced to jail for an
appropraiate length of taime, and then see them out in 20 to
30 percent of the sentence, because we do not have enough
prison cells in state and local systems to house people
for the length of time the judges are sentencang them.

Thas will gave to state and local correctional
systems, which have been overwhelmed, the tools to
incarcerate those dangerous offenders for the length of
time the judges are sentencang them.

But thas bill also starts early. It recognizes that
too many people have ended up in the craimainal justice
system, because when they first got in trouble as a

juvenile, somecne told them, "Do not do it again," and
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sent them home, and too often told them again, "Do not do
1t again," and sent them home.

When President Claintcon signs _the crame bill anto law,
it will provade $25 millaon this coming year to establash
boot camps to place young first-time offenders ain an
envaronment where they will leain discipline, respect, and
authority.

And a1t also provides the much needed after-care
efforts to make sure that as these young offenders come
out of the system, they come out with a chance of success
and a strong and positive future.

Another section of the bill, whach I think 1is
particularly aimportant, is that related to women’s rights
and domestic vaolence. This bill provades monies to help
the vactams of domestac violence.

Funding will be available for expansion of critacally
needed shelters for battered spouses, shelters which are
needed so desperately, because too many of these vactams
of domestic violence end up with their children amongst
the ranks of the homeless, with no place to go.

The bill provides support for law enforcement and
court initiatives, desagned to reduce domestac violence,
to intervene in the cycle of violence, to make sure the
case gets prosecuted, and that there are appropriate

dispositions to address what caused the problem in the
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first place.

We must succeed in this effort. Far too often
wviolence begins a1n the home, and our children who see 1t
in the home are coming to accept violence as a way of
lafe.

The bill, for the first taime in haistory, creates a
civil cause of action, to empower women to sue those who
harm them physically.

Women will be able to take their attackers to court
and get real monetary damages for the harm they suffer.
That will go a long way to curbing domestic violence, one
of the most dangerous and damaging forms of dispute.

To complement this portion of the ball, I will
appoint a Violence Against Women Advisory Committee at the
Department of Justice to make sure that we are at the
forefront in providing technical expertise, assistance,
support, and the resources in a way that can truly have an
impact on domestac violence on this nation.

But a comprehensive approach to publaic safety means
more than samply gettang craiminals off the streets. It
must address the factors that led people to choose a life
of crime, and provide the tools to deter and prevent those
crimes before they take place.

We cannot just stand by and wait for crimes to be

committed. We cannot just stand by and wait and watch
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chaldren shoot children.

I do not think I have ever met a vactam of crime, no
matter how severe the punishment, who would not rather
have prevented the crame ain the first place.

That is why our effort to combat crime and violence
15 not complete unless it provades for prevention programs
that work. And this crame ball does that.

We cannot attack crame an our cities, unless we gave
those who have no hope, no job, no other answer, something
positive to say yes to, so that they can say no to
violence and drugs.

In the years to come, thas crame ball will bring
prevention efforts to hard-hat, high-craime areas. It will
establash after-school programs, summer youth actavitaes,
midnaght basketball leagues, employment, sports and
recreation opportunities that can take the place of gangs
and crame as a way of life.

Now, during the debate on the crame bill, I ﬁept
hearing cratacasm of these provisions, pork, soft on
crame. -Bué the arm chair cuarterbacks, who have never
really been znvolved ain the effort on the streets to faght
crame should listen to the people on the front lines, the
polaice officers, the prosecutors, the cops on the streets,
who all say that craime prevention programs in thear

communities are workaing. And they are cratical to our
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ultimate effort against craime.

This b211 will faight craime on the street i1in a local
level, not just an Washington, not -Just by talk in
Washington.

For too long, the Department of Justice has focused
1ts resources solely at the federal level. 1In 1992, just
nine percent of our budget was directed at federal crames
and federal courts,

Law enforcement and laitigation helped, but did not
fully address so many of the crime problems in our caitaies
and towns.

As a local prosecutor, 1t used to bother me to see
all the resources of the federal govermment focused just
primaraily on white collar crame, on some other efforts,
but not on violence which was tearlﬁg this community and
now this nation apart. .

This bill represents a dramatic shift in that
philosophy. The Department of Justice will play a role an
working with our cities and with our communities and
neighborhoods to fight craime across America.

We will expand the mission of the department beyond
mere law enforcement. We will work to develop a
comprehensive community effort with communities around
this nation, a partnership that 1qvolves us not telling

them what to do, but recognizing that they understand
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their needs and resources far bestter than we do, and that
we should be in the position of trying to support them,
and assist them ain designing anti-violence programs both
in law enforcement and in prevention that can make a
difference.

No longer will we ignore the pleas of mayors and
governors.

No longer will we ignore the pleas of police
cfficers, "Hey, we need your help."

We are engaged in a two-way street now. In 1885,
instead of nane percent, roughly twenty percent of the
resources of the department will be channeled darectly to
state and local governments. By the year 2000, that 20
percent will become 40 percent.

These are not handouts. They do not take the place
of local funding for law enforcement, and there will be no
effort by the federal government to meddle with state and
local law enforcement, to try to supersede 1t, to try to
take credat for it.

We want to be a true partner with local communaties
in providing resources and in doing what the federal
government does best to complement the efforts of local
government.

This 1s a meaningful cooperation. It represents the

type of coherent, logical national response to craime that
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mayors, liake Mayor Daly in Chicago, Mayor Rendel 1in
Philadelphia, Mayor Reardon in Los Angeles, Mayor
Guilliana in New York, and mayors in caties and townsA
across this nation have been waiting for for far too long .

With John Schmadt at the helm, the federal government
will provide the resources, so that governors, and mayors,
and cops, and prosecutors can do what they do best, keep
our streets safe and work w1£h our communities to make
America stronger.

But goveénment cannot do 2t all, not government at
any level. It 1s aimportant that all Ameraicans get
involved, every police officer, and every teacher,
attorneys general, doctors, parents, lawyers, ministers,
bankers, and construction workers, everyone must get
nvolved.

Gettaing anvolved means taking taime to contraibute to
your neighborhood, to work in the schools. It means
working with kids one-on-one or in groups. It means
painting out graffiti, and amproving your neighborhood.

It- means coaching Little League, and helpaing in a 4H
program. It means getting to know the people ain your
community, and lettaing them get to know you.

You say you are too busy, but let me tell you about
the prominent lawyer who spends Saturday mornings in

Anacostia working wath kids at raisk on a regular basais.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC
1111 FOURTEENTH STREET, N W
SUITE 400
WASHINGTON, D.C 20005
(202)289-2260
(800) FOR DEPO



-

10
11
1z
13
14
15
16
17
18
158
20
21
22
23
24

25

19

Let me tell you about chexlaw firm that went to a
school to help refurbish it and help meet the néeds of
that school 1n terms of pullang 1t together.

Some pecple say they are too old, that they have done
their service.

But I will always remember the man who stood up and
said, "Guess how old I am and what I do three mornings a
week, three hours each morning. I am 84 years old, and I
volunteer as a teacher’s aide.™

And I wall remember the teacher who stood up wath ham
and said, "I am the farst gréde teacher for whom he
volunteers. And the kads with learning dasabalaties
cannct waxt for theair rtaime with haim, because he 15 so
patient. And he has just brought them much farther than I
ever could. And the kids who are the gifted cannot walit,
because he challenges them faf beyond what I couid do.®

None of us are too old or too busy to make a
difference in tpe laves of our communaty.

The last time I spoke to the Press Club I 1§sued a
challenge. It was a challenge to all Americans, to
Congress.

It was a challenge to all the people in government,
to police offacers and prosecutors, defense attorneys, and
to the press. It was a challenge to every child and to

every American.
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It was a challenge to "Let us work together," to "Let
us be honest with each other," to put aside some of our
cynicasm, and to commit ourselves &o making our country
better.

We have the chance to do that now. Surely, there as
no more satisfying feeling for a publac offacial than to
see Americans start to come together, work together, and
lasten to each other wath mutual respect.

I took this job because I belaeve deeply ain the
American people. I believe in their can-do attitude I
believe 1n their incredable ability to never gave up in
the face of édver31ty.

After a year-and-a-half in office, after havang a
chance to visit with so many different Americans, I have
never believed in them so strongly, and I do so with all
my heart.

We have now given the Ameracan people -- Congress, in

a bapartaisan effort, led by the President, has now given

the American people the tools to do something about crame
in thas nation.

I think, workang together, 1f we aimplement this craime
ball together, we can stem the violence:. We can make a
difference, child by child, family by famaly, block by
block, neighborhood by neighborhood, community by

community, until we make thas nation safe and strong

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC
1111 FOURTEENTH STREET, N W
SUITE 400
WASHINGTON, D C 20005
(202)289-2260
(800) FOR DEPO



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
15
20
21
22
23
24

25

21
again.

Question From the Audaience: On the three-strikes-
you’re-out, this will be resulting in federalization of
crimes.

Do you have any sense of the numbers? Are we talkang
about hundreds, or thousands, or tens of thousands of
cases a year that the federal prosecutors will take over?

And what wall happen 1f, say, an a highly publaicaized
case both the local prosecutor and the U § attorney would
want to handle the case?

Attorney General Reno: Farst of all, let me take the
last qguestion farst. I have been working with our U.S
attecrneys. And they share my feeling that we do not want
to take a case just for the sake of taking at, or to get
credat, or to federalaize at.

We want to do what 2s in the best interest of the
communaty. And 1f the local prosecutor has the resources
to do the job, 1if we can get the dollars to the state
prison systems so that we know that those people are goang
to serve tame, then we are going to work wath that local
procecutor to support him or her in their effort to handle
the prosecutaion.

We do not want to see an unwarranted federalizataon
of cases. That is the whole purpose for the philosophy of

thais crame ball.
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We recognize that state and local systems are
overwhelmed, that people have tended to sometaimes take
cases to the federal system, because they thought that
they could get longer praison sentences, pecause the local
prisons were so overwhelmed.

By provading dellars for state and local government
to house dangerous offenders through the provisaion of an
addational 100,000 beds, I thank we can provade a far
better balance.

The whole philosophy of what we do is to work waith
local prosecutors to make the decasaon based on what 1s in
the best interest of the case and in the communaty, and to
use federal resources when they are better utilized than
state resources to stem the parglcular type of craime
involved.

In some instances, there may be a local rule of
evidence or a local procedural rule that will suggest to
the local prosecutor that they will want the case handled
an the federal court.

In those anstances, we would try to work with local
prosecutors to cross-desagnate their assastant state
attorneys 1f they want to go with the case to federal
court.

But we will work together to make sure we try to do

1t, based on what 1s an the best interxest of the
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community .

Question From the Audience! Do you have any sense of

how many cases a year 1t may be?

Attorney General Reno: No. We have heard different
numbers, but I thank, agaan, with the recognition that
there will be far more monies for state and local prisons,
there will be an appropriate balance.

Question From the Audience: Attorney General,
reportedly some gun manufacturers who manufacture the
assault weapon that have been banned are stepping up the
productions last week before the crime bill went anto
effect.

And I have two part guestaon. The first one i1s: Do
you think this will affect the ampact of the crime ball?
And number two, could Clainton sagn the bill sooner to
prevent this from happening?

Attorney General Reno: I thank it 1s going to take
some tame for them to get these weapons of war
manufactured. And I thank that it wall be signed -- it
will be saigned next week.

And I think that at can, both in texms of the ban on
assault weapons and an terms of all ats features, as I
have aindicated, have a real ampact on crame an thas
countxry.

Question From the Audience; Ms. Reno, what are the
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criteria for deciding which citiles get how much money to‘
hire more police? How many details have already been
worked out?

Attorney General Reno: We have had the opportunity
in this past yvear to implement the police hiring
supplement. A year ago this sunmer, Congress provided
$150 million for us to implement a community police hiring
effort that gave us a chance to provide a down payment on
the 100,000 police officers, gave us a chance to set up a
system, begin to work with locai police officers to
uﬁaerstand what was needed.

The bill provaides that a certain number of the
positions should go to cities and towns under 150,000, and
a certain number over, So that we pay attentaon to all
Ameraica, to rural America as well as urban America,
because as I noted earlier in my comments, we have seen
crime spill out from urban America into cities and towns
that have not been touched by ait.

But we will work with all concernmed to try to focus.
1t based on need, and based on communities that submit
applications that show a true understanding of community
pollcing.

We wall be workang with them to provide technical

expertise, training, and suggestions to help them enhance

that effort.
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- And we thank, judging by -- we had over 3,000
applicataons for that $150 million supplement. We were
able to award only 250 grants for some 2,000 polace
officers.

The need as there. But with monies for 100,000
officers, we think that we are going to meet those needs.

Now, there are some citaies that say, "Well, we would
like some of the money in overtame, because we have
exceptional community police officers, and we would like
to have them on the streets longer."

We will work with them on those standards.

Others say, "I would like to automate and free up
polace officers to get them out to the streets.”

We will work with them in those standards. We wall
try to work with each community to shape our efforts to
theair needs so that a1t 1s not arbatrary and non-useful to
them.

Question From the Audience: As a follow-up, you saad
we will focus on the needs. How will you measure the
needs of, say, one large city compared to anothexr?

Attorney General Reno:. One of the things that we do
not want to do -- some cities had been extraordinarily
successful through their own efforts, through raising
taxes, through providing additaonal police offacers.

They had been successful i1n reducing craime. We do
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not want to penalize, We want to again look at overall
need, looking at index crime rates, patterns, and
practices, craime trends, economic Situations.

If a city, for example, has had a major business
close and there are unemployment conssquences that have
generated potentaal for hagher crame or higher crime, we
w1ll be working to truly address community needs.

And that 1s what I will be about with John Schmidt ain
these next weeks, talking wath police cfficers and mayors
to ensure that we develcop understandaings and craiteria that
everyone feels comfortable with.

Question From the Audience: Can you give us an idea
of whach communities are requesting police officers versus
the caity?

Attorney General Reno: I cannct, off the top of my
head, but we have -- a significant number of Congress
realaze that the $150 million appropraate last summer a
year ago was inadegquate.

I thaink Congress had had so many complaints from the
communities who were not able to have their grants
recognazed, because we samply dad not have enough money,
that the first $200 millaion, whach will be dastributed in
the fairst week in October, will begin to address those
grants that were submitted in the police hiring supplement

but that, because of the reduced sum, we did not have
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monies towgrant.

Question From the Audience'. There was a lét of
debate duraing the baill on wheghe; there really would be
100,000 new offaicers. Some Republicans said 1t was as low
as 20,000. Are you confident that there really waill be
100, 0007

Attorney General Reno: Again, I am looking at an
actual track record, waith the 2,000, based on the $150
mallion, and I thank that we can do that.

But I want to poaint out that some cities came back to
us and saxd, "We have police officers sitting behind desks
doing desk work. If we could autoﬁate, we could free
those cfficers.™®

Those offaicers would count as new officers on the
streets. Again, we do not want to get into inflexible
arbitrary attaitudes that hurt the cities we are trying to
help.

Question From the Audience: Attorney General Reno,
there were reports in The Washington Post recently
tracking the increase of hiraing that took place in
Washington in 1990, with problems that emerged, because of
the problems in trainaing that took place of that specific
class.

What measures are there going to be to prevent a wave

of police hirings resulting in further problems rather
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than further solutions to the problems?

Attorney General Reno: I come from a community that
also hired a significant number -of police officers in a
short taime.

And 1f you noted in my remarks, I very carefully
pointed out that in distraibuting the funds, in reviewing
the applications, in working with state and local
governments, we want to make sure that the recruitaing
practices and the training practices are sound and
effective, and not abbreviated in any way.

You are not going to be giving all this money to one
single police department. It 1s going to be spread
throughout this country-.

And 1f~we work waith them in providing the expertise
and sharing information about community policing,
and ensuring the best training, I think that we can bring
these officers on-line in cities and communitaes
throughout America in a sound and professional manner.

Question From the Audience. With regard to
prevention programs authorized for fiscal year 1995, when
do you expect to make funding available to state and local
governments?

Attorney General Reno! The prevention programs in
1995, we will be working through ;he Office of Justice

Programs, whach will also be reporting to John Schmidt, to
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make sure that those monies are dastrabuted.

A large portaon of the prevention monies will not be
available until subsequent years, again recognizing that_
because this bill 1s tryang -- we tried to focus on real
dollars and make sure that the promises were real, that
the savings from the 250,000 work force reduction will
begain to accrue.

And 1t 1s at that tame that the large bulk of the
prevention monies will become available.

Question From the Audience: What procedures have to
be put in place in terms of the prison money going to
states, and when will that money start going out?

Attorney General Reno ' The first monies for prason
monies -- there will be $25 million this coming fiscal
year for boot camps. And those provisions ylll be in

place as quickly as we can -- we are focusaing on those,

~and want to make sure that they are ain place.

Congress, as I recall, provaded that the monies for
reimbursement to states for craimainal aliens and prasons, a
51gn1ficant portion should be dastraibuted by February 1st.

We hope to beat that deadline, and to have in place a
sound formula, again working wath correctaional officials
and governors that can get that money to states as quickly
as possable.

I know from my own experience ain Florida what a
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burden that can be, and we want to get those dollars out
cuickly.

Questaon From the Audience: Ms Reno, you spoke of
the need to avoid red tape and bureaucracy in the program
And yet you are going outside to name someone to run the
peclice program. And I thank you have to have an ounce-
of-prevention councail under the law,

Are not these addataional bureaucratic entities that
you already have have the capabilaty of doing through your
Office of Justice programs and existang offices?

Attorney General Reno: One of the poants -- when you
are responsible for the expenditure of some almost $30
baillaon, you want to make sure that you do i1t raight. The
department has not dastributed funds like that.

I am not going outside the Department of Justice to
create a bureaucracy. I am going outside the Department
of Justice to fand a leader who has experience on the
streetg, who knows what it 1s laike to put dollars on the
streets where they count, and does not get just caught up
an the bureaucratic red tape of-Washlngton to assist in
working through this, so that we use the least possible
structure in the Department of Justice to make sure the
monies get to the streets the right way.

At the same time, 1 have seen LEA grants and CETA

programs that work. And I want to do everything I can to
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develop a system that does not snarl atself in red tape,
but provaides appropriate checks and balances Lo make sure
that these monies are spent wisely.

And to that end, we have been working with our
inspector general to ensure that we have a system in place
that i1s responsave, but that has the checks and balances
that can assure the American pecople that thear dollars are
going to be well spent.

Question From the Audience: Ms. Reno, let me make
sure we have the timetable correct: By the first week in
October, $200 million for community polacang, for 2,000
officers, and then money for 20,000 officers withan 16
months.

Attorney General Reno: That 1s correct.

Question From the Audience: 2And then there was an
October 1st goal, correct?

Attorney General Reno: October 1, 1896, I hope to
have the monies out for 40,000 officers. Now, understand,
and 1t goes back to the guestion this gentleman asked,
getting the monies out, there still remains recruiting,
training, and doang it the raight way.

The problems that cities have seen is that 2f they
rush the trazinaing, they sometimes return a trainee or a
cadet to the streets without the’tools necessary to do the

Job.
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Polaicing 1s cne of the single hardest tasks, ocne of
the single hardest professions I know. A police officer
has to make the same legal decasions that a lawyer has to
make, but oftentaimes he has not gone to law school.

He oftentames has to make those decisions an the face
of an angry crowd or with a lafe-threatenang situation .

He cannot prop up his feet on his desk and say,
"Hmmm, well, I thank there 1s probable cause here,” or
not .,

He has to make the decision raight away. We need to
do everything we can to give them the tools to do the job
the right way.

Mr Kleain. I understand there is tame for one more
questlion.

Questaon From the Audience: Ms. Reno, a recent
survey in Georgaia showed that 30 percent of gun buyers had
criminal records. And that 1s guate an ancrease from the
seven percent after the hundred-day check. Do you see
that to be a trend across the country?

Attorney General Reno: One of the things that has
interested me 1s, after the Brady Law went anto effect,
the number of people who have been determined to be
ineligible based on records checks.

I think we have to do everything we can to make sure

that people who are not qualafied teo have guns under the

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC
1111 FOURTEENTH STREET, N W
SUITE 400
WASHINGTON, D.C 20005
{202)289-2260
{800} FOR DEPRO



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
18
20
21
22
23
24

25

33

law do not have guns. And that applies as well to what we
see as an epidemic across Amerxca of young people, even
chaldren, wath guns.

Questaon From the Audience: How do yvou know that
the Brady Bill 21s actually being successful an pickang
these people out?

Attorney General Reno: I thank it 1s clearly beang
successful.

Question From the Audience. Ms Renco, could I ask a
quick guestion?

Attorney General Reno. Yes, Sir.

Mr. Xleain: It 1s up to you. It 28 your show.

Question From the Audience: When do you thank we
will see an actual decrease in the craime rate because of
these measures?

Attorney General Reno: ©One of the most rewarding
moments that I have had -- and I do not know what has
happened sance the floods. This occurred before the
£loods.

BuL people are telling me -- for example, in Albany,
Georgia, they are talking about the impact that crime bill
has had, or the police hiring supplement had through the
new community polace officers provaided for in Albany.

I am hearing now from arcund the nation of

communities that are seeing crime reduced through
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community policang initiataves, through our anti-violence
partnarship between federal and local governments.
Working together, I thaink we can make a difference.

One of thaings that I have tried to do 1s not promise
the American people more than I can delaver. I want to do
everything I can to make sure that we implement it the
right way, and that we get the results that they and I
both want, which 1s reduction of Crame.

- Thank you.

Mr Klean: Thank you very much, Attorney General
We appreciate your Dbeang here.

Attorney Gene%al Reno. Thank you very much,

(Whereupon, at 1:45 p.m:, the speech was concluded.)
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