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STATEMENT OF GIL KLEIN, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL PRESS CLUB 

Mr, Kleln: Good afternoon. Welcome to the Natlonal 

Press Club. 

My name lS Gll Kleln. I am the Club's presldent and 

the natlonal correspondent wlth Medla General News 

Servlce. 

I would llke to thank Attorney General Janet Reno for 

comJ..ng to the Press Club today for our afternoon 

newsmaker . 

The Attorney General wlll dlscuss the Cllnton 

Admlnlstratlon's crlme blll lmplementatlon plan. She 

helped pass $30 blllJ..on worth of It. And now we have to 

fJ..gure out how they are gOlng to spend that money. 

Presldent Cllnton wlll Slgn the blll lnto law next week . 

The Attorney General wlll speak for about 20 mlnutes, 

and then she wlll take your questlons. 

Attorney General Reno. 
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1 STATEMENT OF HaN JANET RENO, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE 

u~ITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Attorney General Reno: Thank you very much. It ~s a 

pleasure to be back here. 

For the last year-and-a-half, Pres~dent Cl~nton and I 

have worked w~th the Amer~can people to get a good cr~me 

b~ll passed. 

We met w~th pol~ce off~cers who work the streets of 

the commun~t~es day ~n and day out. We talked w~th 

c~t~zens who care so very much about the~r commun~ty, 

the~r ne~ghborhood. And they are spend~ng countless hours 

volunteer~ng to make the1r ne1ghborhood a better place. 

We walked w~th Republ1can and Democrat~c mayors 

through the1r commun~t~es, large and small, and saw what 

the~r commun1t1es were d01ng 1n a partnersh~p between 

government and c~t~zens to make the~r area a better place 

to l~ve. 

I have been to rural Amer1ca to talk w~th sher1ffs, 

to see the problems that they face as they try to deal 

w1th the cr~me problem that spreads beyond our urban 

c~t~es. 

And I have talked w1th young people, who want so much 

to have hope 1n the future, who have so many good ~deas, 

and who want to be so desperately 1nvolved. 

There 1S a boldness and a courage out there. There 
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1 lS an excltement out In the communltles of ~nerlca and the 

nelghborhoods. The people that I spoke wlth spoke wlth a 

great sense of urgency, and, lndeed, wlth a Splrlt that 

was to me very, very lnsplrlng. 

They spoke wlth the need to come together to stop the 

violence and the drugs, to stop the senseless k~lllng of 

our chlldren by our chlldren . 

They spoke wlth hope, because they knew what thelr 

communltles were dOlng wlth Ilmlted resources to make a 

dlfference, even wlth resources sorely Ilmlted In so many 

dlfferent sltuatlons. 

But they talked wlth anger and frustratlon, because 

they could not understand why Congress for SlX years had 

not been able to enact a crlme blll that began to address 

what they considered to be the maJor problem In Amerlca 

today, the problem of vlolence. 

We heard them. The Presldent acted by pushlng for a 

tough, smart crlme blll, a blll that was funded. And It 

was not full of empty promlses, a bill that provlded 

bllllons of dollars for pollclng, punlshment, and 

preventlon, that could make a dlfference. 

Slowly the blll moved through both houses of 

Congress. But then polltlcal bickerlng and special 

lnterests ralsed thelr head aga~n, and the blll looked as 

If It would fall. 
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1 But thlS Presldent would not glve up. ThlS Presldent 

refused to see the crlme blll dle. He refused to 

comprorruse on the provlslons that he had talked about ln 

the campalgn, that he had talked about 1n h1S State of the 

Unlon message, the ban on assault weapons, 100,000 pollce 

offlcers, three-strlkes-you're-out, and the program to 

glve our klds someth1ng to say yes to~ rather than Just to 

face a 11fe of crlme, and vlolence, and drugs. 

And In a blpartlsan splrlt that was so heartenlng, 

Republlcans and Democrats JOlned together to say w1th h1m, 

"We have heard from the American people. They want a 

cr1me blll passed. They want a crlme blll passed that 1S 

tough and smart." 

And they J01ned together. And we now have a cr1me 

b1ll.

And we also have a b1stor1c opportun1ty. Now, all

Amerlcans have an opportun1ty to work together, clt1zens 

and public off1cials, Republicans and Democrats, to lay 

dlfferences aSlde and to use the resources of th1S blll 1n 

the r1ght way w1thout bureaucrat1c red tape, w1thout 

blcker1ng, w1thout turf wars, wlthout partlsansh1p, to 

make a d1fference. 

In Wash1ngton, we must do lt the r1ght way, w1thout 

pol1t1cal concerns, wlthout waste, wlthout turf battles. 

We must put the people f1rst. But we cannot and must not 
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1 ~mplement the cr~me b~ll by havlng Washlngton tell 

commun~t~es what to do, 

For too long Washlngton has sald, "We know better how 

to solve a problem In Sprlngfleld than the people of 

Sprlngfleld,lI or "We know how to solve the problem In some 

rural county better than the sherlff and the cltlzens of 

that rural county," 

We want to 11sten, and to work wlth, and to lnvolve 

all Amerlcans In lmplementlng thlS crlme blll, and work 

wlth those who are truly on the front 11ne In the flght 

agalnst crlme In maklng sure this bll1 gets lmplemented In 

the rlght way. 

I am here today to begln the flrst of a serles of 

announcements about how the Department of Justlce wll1 

lmplement the crlme blll. 

Overall, our goal lS to have the structure In place 

on October 1st to begln this hlstorlC partnershlp to get 

the crlme bll1 implemented. In thlS regard, I have SlX 

speclflc announcements today. 

F~rst, I wlll talk wlth, work wlth, and 11sten to the 

people who are out on the front llnes, the mayors, the 

pollce chlefs, the cops on the beat, the cltlzens, the 

preventlon speclallsts, the correctlonal offlclals, people 

who know what lS worklng and what is not worklng, the 

groups who helped to draft thlS blll, to make sure that we 
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1 obtal.n v~ews on how to thl.S blll l.n a 

smart, prompt, and effectlve manner. 

Secondly, I have Assoclate Attorney 

John Schm1dt to oversee the ~mplementat~on of the crl.me 

blll. 

John, as know, lS a shed w~th 

a comm~tment to ~c serv~ce, and a keen 

understand~ng of local government. He w~ll take 

lty for ementat~on of th~s b~ll. 

As the number person ~n the Just~ce 

John Schm~dt w~ll make sure that accountablllty for thlS 

b~ll rema~ns at the level ~n the 

Th~rd, I have been to 

the cop's at Just~ce. Th~s 

w~ll have for putt~ng ,DOD 

commun~ty pol~ce off~cers on the streets w~th pol~ce 

throughout America. 

That run a off~cer. 

Dec~s about wh~ch from 

funded w~ll be by someone who has the streets 

and understands enforcement. And the Presldent and! 

wlll name that 1 In the next days. 

~n t week October, we 

00 llon to I count~es, and towns across Amerlca 

to more 2,000 new pol~ce offl.cers on our streets, 
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1 gett~ng the 100,000 cops started fast, wlth fast 

act~on . 

We a~m to put 20,000 ~ce on the streets In 16 

We want to do thls In an ef manner, 

work Wl all concerned to ensure sound recrul and 

on a central effort In any pollce h 

These communlty pollce offlcers wlll walk the 

In our ne They wlll work wlth the e In 

cltles and towns. wlll the problems In 

communltles. 

They wlll work wlth cltlzens to establlsh prlorltles, 

And they wlll Amerlca toge I for as I have

ed across thls natlon In s year- a I I 

have seen lce I trusted all In the 

I to be falr.

I have seen these people on cuttlng edge of 

a nelghborhood , of getting to 

and I couns ors, 

i and all cltlzens around the effort 

of a comrnunlty lce offlcer to s the I S 

problems. 

And most • I seen communlty 

pollce offlcer and agaln the mentor to young 

e at rlsk In thelr communltles, maklng a dlfference, 
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1 s~on gu t e 

2 so need, superv~s1on and on 

3 . 15 f1rm, but fa1r and 

4 F1fth, Pres1dent C11nton and I w111 meet w1th all 93 

Un1ted States at 1n Washington next week to s 

6 1mplementatl.on new 1n th1s 

7 bl.ll. 

8 Wl.ll ee that on 1st we w111 be 

9 to the new to make our 

streets safer. 

11 And s I we w11l est 1sh a Department Just1ce 

12 800 ll.ne, so that state and governments can 

13 us at anyt1me for help l.n how they can use 

14 the1r share of cr1me bl.ll resources. 

Yes, fl.nd1ng out how to use the cr1me 1 l.n your 

16 Dot a .D. or a set of 

as as a New York tel book. 

18 We need to make commuD1cation direct, responsive, and put 

19 it l.n terms that people can understand eas1ly use. 

Not As you 

21 the b111 1S saVl.ngs that w111 be a 

22 reductl.on of 250,000 pos1t1ons 1n the 

23 over the next f1ve 

24 And some of the sl.ons of are author1zed 

and for as accrue. 
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1 However, I have cornm~t to ach~eve 

2 the follow~ng S by I, 1996; F~rst, we w~ll 

have and wlll have dlstrlbuted funds to hlre 49,000 new3 

commun:t :tce offJ..cers, and start them on the:tr way to 

on the streets. 

4 

t:tme, October I, 1996, we wJ..ll h:tre 1,000 new 

7 border patrol to secure our 

8 We involve 300,000 of our nat:ton's youth :tn 

9 to off streets 

and out of s:ttuat~ons are to choose 

11 a l:tfe of cr:tme. 

12 we w:tll more of 

13 state and local s for use :tn f 

14 , and jaJ..ls, and sons, boot 

6 

) 
, and for that on the other hand 

16 can gJ..ve our somethJ..ng to yes to. 

17 When Pres:tdent ClJ..nton SlgnS the b:tll J..nto law 

18 next , lt WJ..lI ban 19 assault 

19 These for the battleflelds of 

war, have no place :tn our or our 

21 commun:ttl.es. 

22 When Pres l.nton crl.me :tnto 

23 l.t wl.ll the sessJ..on of by under 

24 of 18, enable us to SWl. and s punJ..sh 

s or a gun to a chJ..ld, 
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1 There ~s an epldemlc of k~ds klll~ng k~ds ~n Amer~ca 

2 today, and ~t must and ~t wlll stop. 

3 The b~ll w~ll strengthen the ab~l~ty of the federal 

4 government to conduct background checks on ~nd~v~duals who 

seek to purchase f~rearms . 

6 In October, we will beg~n to fund maJor ~mprovements 

7 ~n the Nat~onal Cr~m~nal Record System , That w~ll 

8 ~ncrease the abll~ty of federal, state, and local law 

9 enforcement agenc~es to check a cr~m~nal's pr~or record. 

Th~s ~s a maJor f~rst step towards ~mprov~ng o~r 

11 ab~l~ty to enforce the Brady Law, the three-str1kes-and­

12 you're-out prov~s~on ~n th~s b~ll, and sentenc~ng 

13 gu~del~nes for courts at all levels. 

14 It w~ll be done ~n the next 12 months and w~ll have a

1-' real ~mpact on ~dent~fy~ng cr~~nals who have pr~or 

16 records, who need to be deta1ned and held unt~l they are 

~7 tried. 

~8 When President Cl~nton s~gns the crime bill into law, 

19 three-str~kes-and-you're-out w~ll become a real~ty. 

Repeat-offenders ~n v~olent cr~mes w~ll be put ~n Ja~l for 

21 good; no more chances to ru~n the l~ves of others. 

22 Our law ~s tough, but ~t ~s also smart. It does not 

23 mean that everyone who comm~ts three cr~mes w~ll be put 

24 away for l~fe. It focuses on the ser~ous, dangerous, 

v~olent felon. 
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1 The person who cornmlts one and goes to 

2 ts out, cowmlts another, s out 

and cornmlts another, that person has lndlcated contempt3 

for human llfe, and certalnly wlll be the ect of thlS4 

effort.5 

The I also over these next SlX wlll provlde 

7 for 100,000 new prlson beds ln 

8 state local prlsons J s. 

9 lS so frustratlng for 

10 on the street, or ln court, or 

11 cltlzen who has been vlctlm than to see tern 

6 

12 to see someone get , trled 

13 a ea bargaln, see them to J an 

14 e length of tlme, and see them out ln 20 to 

) 15 30 of sentence, because we do not have enough 

16 S ln state and local terns to house people 

17 for length of tlme the Judges are them. 

18 ThlS wlll glve to state correctlonal 

19 ems, whlch have been the s to 

20 lncarcerate those dangerous of for the of 

21 are sentenclng them. 

I 

J 

22 But blll also starts It that 

23 too have ended up ln Justlce 

24 em, because when they as a 

2S Juvenlle, someone told them, IlDo not do lt andII 
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1 sent them home, and too orten told them agaln, "Do not do 

2 It agaln ," and sent them home ,. 

3 When Presldent Cllnton -SlgTIS -.the crlme blll lnto law, 

4 It wlll provlde $25 mllllon thls comlng year to establlsh 

boot camps to place y oung flrst-tlme offenders ln an 

6 enVlronment where they wlll learn dlsclpllne, respect, and 

7 authority. 

8 And lt also provldes the much needed after-care 

9 efforts to make sure that as these young offenders come 

out of the system, they come out wlth a chance of success 

11 and a strong and posltlve future. 

12 Another sectl0n of the blll, WhlCh I think lS 

13 partlcularly lmportant, lS that related to women's rlghts 

14 and domestlc vlolence. ThlS blll provldes monles to help 

i 	 the vlctlms of domestlc vlolence. 
f 

1 
i 	 16 Fundlng wlll be avallable for expanslon of crltlcally
I 
t 17 needed shelters for battered spouses, shelters which areI 
I 
I 
I 	

18 needed so desperately, because too many of these vlctlms 

19 of domestlc vlolence end up wlth thelr chlldren amongstI, 
I 
I 	 the ranks of the homeless, wlth no place to go. 
j 

21 The blll provldes support for law enforcement and
j 

22 court inltlatives, deslgTIed to reduce domestlc vlolence,
I 
1 

i 
I 
I 23 to lntervene ln the cycle of vlolence, to make sure the 

1 24 case gets prosecuted, and that there are approprlateI, 
! 	 dlSposltlons to address what caused the problem In theI 
I 
1 
! 
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flrst place.1 

We must succeed In thls effort ~ Far too often 

3 vlolence beglns ~n the home, and our chlldren who see It 

2 

In the home are comlng to accept vlolence as a way of 

Ilfe. 

6 The blll, for the flrst tlme In hlstory, creates a 

7 clvll cause of actlon, to empower women to sue those who 

8 harm them physlcally. 

9 Women wlll be able to take thelr attackers to court 

and get real monetary damages for the harm they suffer . 

11 That wlll go a long way to curblng domestlc vlolence, one 

12 of the most dangerous and damaglng forms of dlspute. 

13 To complement thls portlon of the blll, I wlll 

14 appolnt a Vlolence Agalnst Women Advlsory Commlttee at the 

J Department of Justlce to make sure that we are at the 

16 forefront in provldlng technlcal expertlse, asslstance, 

17 support, and the resources In a way that can truly have an 

18 lmpact on domestlc vlolence on thls nation. 

19 But a comprehensive approach to publlc safety means 

more thctn slmply gettlng crl~nals off the streets. It 

21 must address the factors that led people to choose a llfe 

22 of crime, and provlde the tools to deter and prevent those 

23 crlmes before they take place. 

24 We cannot Just stand by and walt for crlmes to be 

commltted. We cannot Just stand by and walt and watch 

4 
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1 ch~ldren shoot 

2 I do not th2nk I have ever met a v2ct2m of cr~me. no 

3 matter how severe the pun2 , who not 

4 have the cr2me ~n the f2rst ace. 

That 2S why our effort to combat cr2me and ence 

6 28 not complete unless 2t 20n 

7 th2s cr2me does that. 

8 We cannot at cr2me 2n our c2t2es, we g2ve 

9 those who have no hope, no Job, no answer, 

pos2t2ve to say yes to, so that they can say no to 

11 v20lence and 

12 In the to come, th2s cr2me b211 w2ll 

13 efforts to hard-h2t, cr2me areas. It w2ll 

14 2sh after-school , summer act2v2t2es, 

1 , sports and 

16 2es that can take the place of 

17 and cr2me as a way of 12fe. 

18 Now, the on cr2me I I 

19 cr2t2c2sm of soft on 

cr2me. ·But the arm cha2r , who have never 

21 really been 2nvolved 2n the effort on streets to 

22 cr2me should l2sten to the people on the front l2nes, the 

23 2ce off2cers, the ecutors, the cops on 

24 who all that cr2me 

commun2t2es are And they are 
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1 ultlmate effort agalnst crlme. 

2 ThlS blll wlll flght crlme on the street ln a local 

3 level, not Just ln Washlngton, not ~ust by talk ln 

4 Washlngton. 

For too long, the Department of Justlce has focused 

6 ltS resources solely at the federal level. In 1992, Just 

7 nlne percent of our budget was dlrected at federal crlmes 

8 and federal courts. 

9 Law enforcement and lltlgatlon helped, but dld not 

fully address so many of the crlme problems ln our cltles 

11 and towns. 

12 As a local prosecutor, lt used to bother me to see 

13 all the resources of the federal government focused Just 
-

14 prlmarl1y on whlte collar crlme, on some other efforts, 

but not on vlolence WhlCh was tear~ng th~s communlty and 

16 now thls natlon apart. 

17 This blll represents a dramatic shift In that 

18 phllosophy. The Department of Justlce will playa role ln 

19 worklng wlth our cltles and wlth our communltles and 

nelghborhoods to flght crlme across Arnerlca . 

21 We wll1 expand the maSSlon of the department beyond 

22 mere law enforcement. We wl1l work to develop a 

23 comprehenslve communlty effort wlth communlties around 

24 thlS natlon, a partnershlp that lnvolves us not tell~ng 

them what to do, but recognlzlng that they understand 
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1 thelr needs and resources far better than we do, and that 

2 we should ln the ltlon of to them, 

3 and assist them In des antl-vlo1ence programs both 

4 ln enforcement and ln ion that can make a 

5 dlfference. 

6 No wlll we 19nore the pleas and 

7 

8 No wl1l we the of lce 

9 offlcers, , we need your 11
11 

~o We are In a two-way street now. In ~99S, 

II n1ne percent, roughly of the 

l2 resources of the department be ed to 

l3 state and governments. By the 2000, that 20 

~4 become 40 

3.5 are not They do not take the 

3.6 of for law enforcement, there be no 

3.7 effort the government to meddle with state and 

3.8 law enforcement, to to ltl to try to 

3.9 credlt for It. 

20 want to be a true wlth comrnunltles 

2l In resources and dOlng 

22 does best to complement 

23 government. 

24 lS a meaningful cooperatl0n. It the 

of natlonal e to crlme 
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1 mayors, llke Mayor Daly In Chlcago, Mayor Rendel In 

Phlladelph~a, Mayor Reardon In Los Angeles, Mayor2 

GUllllana In New York, and mayors In cltles and towns3 

4 across thls natlon have been wait~ng for for far too long. 

W~th John Schmldt at the helm, the federal government 

6 wlII provlde the resources, so that governors, and mayors, 

7 and cops, and prosecutors can do what they do best, keep 

8 our streets safe and work w~th our comrnunlt~es to make 

9 Amerlca stronger. 

But government cannot do It all, not government at 

11 any level. It lS lmportant that all Amerlcans get 

12 lnvolved, every pollce offlcer, and every teacher, 

13 attorneys general, doctors, parents, lawyers, mlnlsters, 

14 bankers, and constructlon workers, everyone must get 

) 
~nvolved. 

16 Gettlng lnvolved means tak~ng tlme to contr~bute to 

17 your nelghborhood, to work in the schools. It means 

18 worklng with klds one-on-one or In groups. It means 

19 palntlng out graffitl, and lmproving your neighborhood. 

It-means coachlng Llttle League, and helplng In a 4H 

21 program. It means gettlng to know the people In your 

22 comrnunlty, and lettlng them get to know you. 

23 You say you are too busy, but let me tell you about 

24 the prom~nent lawyer who spends Saturday mornlngs In 

Anacostla work~ng wlth klds at rlsk on a regular basls. 
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1 Let me tell you about the law flrmthat went to a 

2 school to re sh It and meet the needs of 

3 that school In terms of pulllng It r. 

4 Some e are too old, that they have done 

thelr servlce. 

6 But I remember the man up and 

7 , "Guess how old I am and what I do three mornlngs a 

8 week, three hours each mornlng. I am 84 old, and I 

9 volunteer as a t 's alde. n 

And I I remember the who stood up wlth hlom 

11 sald, "I am the whom he 

12 volunteers. ltloes 

13 cannot walt for thelr tlome he lS so 

14 patloent. has Just brought much farther than I 

ever could. And the klds who are ted can."1ot walot, 

16 because he chall s them far beyond what I could do. II 

17 None of us are too old or too to make a 

ln the llves of our 

19 The last tlme I to the Press I lssued a 

It was a challenge to Amerlcans, to 

21 Congress. 

22 It was a enge to all the e lon 

23 to pollce offlcers and prosecutors, e at 

24 to the s. It was a challenge to every Chlld and to 

Amerlcan. 
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1 It was a challenge to "Let us work together," to "Let 

2 us b e honest w1th each other," to put aS1de some of our 

3 cyn1c1sm, and to comm1t ourselves to mak1ng our country 

4 better. 

We have the chance to do that now. Surely, there 1S 

6 no more sat1sfY1ng feel1ng for a publ1C offlclal than to 

7 see Amerlcans start to come together, work together, and 

8 Ilsten to each other wlth mutual respect. 

9 I took thlS Job because I belleve deeply In the 

Amerlcan people.. I belleve In thelr can-do attltude I 

11 belleve In thelr lncredlble ablllty to never glve up In 

12 the face of adverslty. 

13 After a year-and-a-half In offlce, after havlng a 

14 chance -to vlsit wlth so many dlfferent Amerlcans, I have 

never belleved In them so strongly, and I do so wlth allI ') 
16 my heart. 

J 

17 We have now given the Amerlcan people -- Congress, In 

I 18 a blpartlsan effort, led by the Presldent, has now glven 

19 the Amerlcan people the tools to do something about crlme 

In thlS natlon o 

21 I thlnk, worklng together, If we lmplement thls crlme 

22 blll together, we can stem the vlolence, We can make a 

23 dlfference, chlld by chlld, famlly by famlly, block by 

24 block, nelghborhood by neighborhood, communlty by 

communlty, untll we make thlS natlon safe and strong 
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1 aga~n. 

2 Quest10n From the Aud1ence~ On the three-str1kes­

3 're-out, th1s wlll resul ln f lzatlon 

4 cr~mes. 

Do you any sense of the numbers? we talk1ng 

6 about hundreds, or I or tens of of 

7 cases a that over? 

8 what wlll 1f, say, In a lClzed 

9 case both local cutor the U S attorney 

want to e case? 

11 Reno: Flrst , let me 

12 last questlon flrst 0 I wlth our U.S 

13 And my we do not want 

14 to take a case Just for the sake of lt, or to get 

, or to It. 

16 We want to do what lS :In best lnterest of 

17 communl And lf local the resources 

18 to j we can lars to state 

19 son terns so that we know those are 

to serve t1rne, then we are to work w1th local 

21 ecutor to support h1m or her in effort to handle 

22 prosecutlon. 

23 We not want to see an federallzatlon 

24 of cases. That lS the the of 

thlS crlrne 1. 
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We recogn~ze that state and local terns are 

2 

1 

t e have tended to sornet~mes take 

3 cases to the federal , because that 

4 get sentences, because the local 

sons were so 

6 state and 

7 to of through r\T-rnn s~on of an 

8 ~onal 100,000 beds, I we can a 

9 ter balance. 

The whole ph~losophy of what we do ~s to work w~th 
-

11 local prosecutors to make the ed on what ~s ~n 

12 the best ~nterest of case and ~n cornmun~ty, and to 

13 use federal resources when they are better ut~l~zed than 

14 state resources to stem the part~cular type of cr~me 

.) ~nvolved. 

16 In some ~nstances, be a rule of 

17 ev~dence or a e to 

18 the that will want the case handled 

19 ~n the federal court. 

In those ~nstances, we would to work w~th local 

21 cutors to cross-des ass~stant state 

22 want to w~th the case to 

23 court. 

24 But we w~ll to make sure we try to do 

~t, based on what 15 ~n the best ~nterest of the 
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1 comrnunl. 

2 tl.on From the Audl.ence: Do have sense of 

3 hmv cases a be? 

4 Reno No. We erent 

t I thl.nk, Wl.th the l.on that 

6 there be far more monJ.es for state and local 

7 there wl.ll be an approprl.ate balance. 

B Questl.on From the Audl.ence: Attorney General, 

9 reportedly some gun manufacturers who manufacture 

assault that are up the 

11 last the crJ.me went J.nto 

12 

13 And I have two The t one loS; Do 

14 s wl.ll affect the of the crl.me bl.ll? 

And number two, could Cll.nton Sl.gn the bl.ll sooner to 

16 thl.s from 

17 Reno: I l.S to 

18 some tl.me for them to weapons of war 

19 manufactured. And I thl.nk that l.t wl.ll be -­ l.t 

wl.ll next week. 

21 I thl.nk that l.t can, l.n terms the on 

22 assault weapons l.n terms of all l.ts features, as I 

23 l.ndl.cated, have a real l.mpact on crl.me l.n thl.s 

24 

tl.on From Ms. Reno, what are the 

) 

) 
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1 cr1.ter1.a for WhlCh Cltles get how much to 

2 hlre more lce? How s have been 

worked out? 

4 At Reno: We the ty 

In t year to ement the 

6 ement. A ago thJ.s summer, s 

7 $150 mlll1.on for us to lmplement a communJ.ty J.ce 

8 effort gave us a chance to provJ.de a down payment on 

9 the 100,000 lce offlcers, us a chance to set up a 

to work wlth local pollce offlcers to 

11 unde what was needed. 

12 blll provldes that a certaln number of 

13 tJ.ons should go to cJ.tJ.es towns under 150,000, and 

14 a certaJ.n number over, so that we attentJ.on to all 

3 

) Amerlca, to rural AmerJ.ca as as urban AmerJ.ca, 

as I noted earlJ.er J.n my comments, we have seen 

17 crlme spJ.II out from urban Amerlca lnto cltles and towns 

18 that have not been by It. 

19 But we I all concerned to to 

on J and based on communltJ.es 

21 lcatJ.ons that show a true of comrnunJ.ty 

22 

23 We be worklng wlth them to provlde technlcal 

24 expertlse, tralnlng, and suggestl.ons to them enhance 

effort. 
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1 And we th~nk, ]udglng by -­ we had over 3,000 

2 appllcat~ons for that $150 mlll~on supplement. We were 

3 able to award only 250 grants for some 2,000 pol~ce 

4 off~cers. 

The need lS there. But w~th mon~es for 100,000 

6 off~cers, we th~nk that we are_go~ng to meet those needs. 

7 Now, there are some c~t~es that say, "Well, we would 

8 llke some of the money ~n overtlme, because we have 

9 except~onal communlty pollce offlcers, and we would llke 

to have them on the streets longer , " 

II We w~ll work with them on those standards . 

12 Others say, "r would llke to automate and free up 

13 pollce off~cers to get them out to the streets." 

, l4 We will work w~th them ~n those standards. We wlll 

try to work wlth each commun~ty to shape our efforts to 

16 the~r needs so that It lS not arbltrary and non-useful to 

17 them. 

18 Quest~on From the Aud~ence: As a follow-up, you sald 

19 we w~ll focus on the needs. How will you measure the 

needs of, say, one large Clty compared to another? 

21 Attorney General Reno: One of the th~ngs that we do 

22 not want to do -­ some c~ties had been extraordlnarlly 

23 successful through thelr own efforts, through ra~s~ng 

24 taxes, through provld~ng add~t~onal pollce offlcers. 

They had been successful ~n reduclng 
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1 not want to ~ze, We want to aga~n look at overall 

2 I look~ng at ~ndex cr~me rates, terns, and 

3 pract~ceSI cr~me t , econom~c s~tuat~ons. 

If a for e, has had a maJor bus~ness 

and are unemployment consequences have 

4 

potent~al for h~gher cr~me or cr~me, we6 

7 w~ll be to address comrnun~ 

8 And that ~s what I w~ll be w~th John ~n 

9 these next weeks, w~th ~ce off~cers and 

to ensure t we and cr~ter~a 

11 feels comfort e w~th. 

12 t~on From the Can us an 

13 of wh commun~t~es are t pol~ce off~cers versus 

14 

Attorney Reno: I cannot, off the of my 

16 head, but we have a s~gn~f~cant number of s 

17 ~:z:e o m~ll~on t summer a 

18 was 

19 I th~nk s had had so many the 

commun~t~es who were not able to have their grants 

21 recogn~zed, because we s d~d not have enough money, 

22 that the f~rst $200 m~ll~on, w~ll be d~ ~n 

23 f~rst week ~n to address those 

24 s that were subm~tt ~n ~ce 

but that, because of the reduced sum, we not have 
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monles to grant.1 

Questlon From the Audlence~ There was a lot of2 

3 debate durlng the blll on whether there really would be 

100,000 new offlcers. Some Republlcans sald lt was as low 
-

5 as 20,000. Are you confldent that there really wlll be 

4 

lOO,OOO? 

7 Attorney General Reno : Agaln~ I am looklng at an 

8 actual track record, wlth the 2,000, based on the $150 

9 ffillllon, and I thlnk that we can do that. 

20 But I want to pOlnt out that some citles came back to 

11 us and sald, "We have pollce offlcers slttlng behlnd desks 

12 dOlng desk work. If we could automate, we could free 

13 those offlcers." 

14 Those offlcers would count as new offlcers on the 

6 

" I 
1.5 streets. Agaln, we do not want to get lnto lnflexlble 

16 arbltrary attltudes that hurt the cltles we are trylng to 

17 help. 

18 Questlon From the Audience: Attorney General Reno, 

19 there were reports In The Washlngton Post recently 

20 tracklng the lncrease of hlrlng that took place ln 

21 Washlngton In 1990, wlth problems that emerged, because of 

22 the problems In tralnlng that took place of that speclflc 

23 class. 

24 What measures are there gOlng to be to prevent a wave 

25 of pollce hlrlngs resultlng ln further problems rather 

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.) 1111 FOURTEENTH STREET, N W 

SUITE 400 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 

(202)289-2260 


(800) FOR DEPO 




5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

28 

1 than further solutlons to the problems? 

2 Attorney General Reno: I come from a communlty that 

3 also hlred a slgnlflcant number~f pollce offlcers In a 

short tlme. 

And If you noted In my remarks, I very carefully 

4 

pOlnted out that In dlstrlbutlng the funds, In revlewlng 

7 the appllcatlons, In worklng wlth state and local 

8 governments, we want to make sure that the recrultlng 

9 practlces and the tralnlng practlces are sound and 

effectlve, and not abbrevlated In any way. 

11 You are not gOlng to be glvlng all thls money to one 

12 slngle pollce department. It lS gOlng to be spread 

13 throughout thls country, 

14 And If we work wlth them In provldlng the expertlse 

6 

) and sharlng lnformatlon about cornmunlty pollclng, 

16 and ensurlng the best tralnlng, I thlnk that we can brlng 

17 these offlcers on-llne In citles and communitles 

18 throughout Amerlca In a sound and professlonal manner. 

19 Questlon From the Audlence: Wlth regard to 

preventlon programs authorlzed for flscal year 1995, when 

21 do you expect to make fundlng avallable to state and local 

22 governments? 

23 Attorney General Reno ~ The preventlon programs In 

24 1995, we wlll be worklng through the Offlce of Justlce 

Programs, WhlCh wlll also be reportlng to John Schmldt, to 
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1 make sure that those monles are dlstrlbuted . 

A large portlon of the preventlon monles wlll not be 

3 

2 

avallable untll subsequent years, agaln recognlzlng that 

4 because thlS blll lS trylng -- we trled to focus on real 

dollars and make sure that the promlses were real, that 

6 the savlngs from the 250,000 work force reductlon wlll 

7 begln to accrue. 

8 And lt lS at that tlme that the large bulk of the 

9 preventlon monles wlll become avallable. 

Questlon From the Audlence: What procedures have to 

11 be put ln place In terms of the prlson money gOlng to 

l2 states, and when wlll that money start gOlng out? 

13 Attorney General Reno: The flrst monles for prlson 

14 monles -- there wlll be $25 mllllon this comlng flscal 
\

) 
year for boot camps. And those provlslons wlll be In 

16 place as qulckly as we can -- we are focuslng on those, 

17 and want to make sure that they are In place. 

18 Congress, as I recall, provlded that the monles for 

19 relmbursement to states for crlmlnal allens and prlsons, a 

slgnlflcant portlon should be dlstrlbuted by February 1st. 

21 We hope to beat that deadllne, and to have In place a 

22 sound formula, agaln worklng wlth correctlonal offlclals 

23 and governors that can get that money to states as qulckly 

24 as posslble. 

I ~~ow from my own experlence In Florlda what a 
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1 burden that can be, and we want to get those dollars out 

2 

3 Questlon From Reno, you 

4 the need to avo~d red t and bureaucracy ~n the 

And you are gOlng outs~de to name someone to run the 

6 And I th~nk you have to have an ounce­

7 the law. 

8 Are not these lanaI ent~tles that 

9 you have have the 1 your 

Off~ce of Justlce and eXlstlng ces'? 

11 Att Reno: One of palnts - when 

12 are ~ble for the of some t $30 

13 bllll.on, want to make sure that you do :l.t The 

14 has not dlstrlbuted funds 1 that. 

-
) 

I am not gOlng the Department Justlce to 

16 create a I am gOl.ng outs~de the 

17 of Justlce to f 

18 streets, who l.t 

19 streets where they count, 

l.n the bureaucratlc red 

21 workl.ng through thls, so 

22 structure l.n the 

who on the 

lS to dollars on the 

and does not get just up 

of Wash~ngton to asslst l.n 

we use least possible 

JustJ..ce to sure 

23 monl.es get to the streets the way. 

24 At the same t~me, I have seen LEA and CETA 

that work. And I want to do I can to 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

) 
14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

) 

develop a system that does not snarl ltself In red tape, 

but provldes approprlate checks and balances to make sure 

that these monles are spent wlsely. 

And to that end, we have been worklng wlth our 

lnspector general to ensure that we have a system In place 

that lS responslve, but that has the checks and balances 

that can assure the Amerlcan people that thelr dollars are 

gOlng to be well spent. 

Questlon From the Audlence: Ms. Reno, let me make 

sure we have the t~metable correct: By the flrst week In 

October, $200 mlillon for cornmunlty pollclng, for 2,000 

offlcers, and then money for 20,000 offlcers wlthln 16 

months. 

Attorney General Reno: That lS correct. 

Questlon From the Audience: And then there was an 

October 1st goal, correct? 

Attorney General Reno: October 1, 1996, I hope to 

have the monles out for 40,000 offlcers. NOw, understand, 

and It goes back to the question this gentleman asked, 

gettlng the monles out, there stlll remalns recrultlng, 

tralnlng. and dOlng It the rlght way. 

The problems that cltles have seen lS that If they 

rush the tralnlng, they sometlmes return a tralnee or a 

cadet to the streets wlthout the tools necessary to do the 

Job. 
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1 Pollclng l5 one of the slngle hardest tasks; one of 

2 the slngle st SSlons I know~ A lee offlcer 

3 to make same deClsions a 1 has to 

4 make, but oftent1mes has not gone to law S~HVU'~ 

He oftent1mes to make those dec1slons 1n the face 

6 an angry or W1th a llfe- 51 tuat10n . 

7 He cannot hls feet on h1S and say, 

8 "Hmmm, well, I th1nk there 1S probable cause " or 

9 not. 

He has to make declslon rlght We need to 

11 do everyth1ng we can to them the tools to the Job 

12 the rlght way. 

13 Mr Kle1n: I understand there lS tlme for one more 

14 questlon. 

) Quest10n From the Audlence: Ms. Reno, a recent 

16 ln 30 of had 

17 crlrnanal records. And that lS qu1te an lncrease from the 

18 seven percent ter hundred-day check ~ 

19 to be a across the country? 

Attorney General Reno: One of the 

21 lnterested me lS, ter the Brady Law went 

22 the number of e who been 

23 lnellglble checks, 

Do you see 

that has 

lnto ct, 

to be 

24 I thlnk we to we can to sure 

that who are not 1f1ed to have under the 
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1 law not guns. And tha t J.es as well to we 

2 see as an across AmerJ.ca of young people, even 

3 , wJ.th guns, 

4 QuestJ.on From How do you know 

the Brady J.s actual successful J.n 

6 these e out? 

7 Attorney General Reno: I J.t J.S 

8 

9 tJ.on From the AudJ.ence: Ms Reno, could I ask a 

quJ.ck questJ.on? 

11 Attorney Reno. Yes, Sl.r. 

12 Mr. KleJ.n: It J.S up to you. It J.S show, 

13 stJ.on From the Audlence: When do you thJ.nk we 

14 Wl.Il see an actual e lon crJ.me rate because of 

se measures? 

16 Reno: One of most 

17 moments I have I do not know has 

18 sJ.nce the floods. ThJ.s occurred the 

19 floods. 

But people are tell me - for e, J.n Alba..'1.Y 1 

21 are the t that crJ.me 

22 has the 

23 new polJ.ce offlocers for J.n 

24 I am now from the natl.on of 

communJ.tJ.es that are seel.ng crJ.me reduced through 
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1 commun~ty pol~c~ng ~n~tlat~veS, through our ant~ vlolence 

2 between federal and local governments. 

3 Work1.ng , I thl.nk we can make a fference~ 

4 One of thlngs I have tr1.ed to do 1.S not promlse 

the Amerl.can people more than I can del~ver, I want to do 

6 I can to make sure that we 1.mplernent l.t the 

7 , and t we s and I 

8 both want, wh1.ch 1.S of crl.rne, 

9 

11 We 

12 

13 

,J 
14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

) 

you. 

Mr Klel.n~ Thank much, At General 

your bel.ng 

General Reno. much. 

I at 1:45 p.m., was concluded.) 
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