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STATEMENT OF HON. JANET RENO, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Attorney General Reno~ Mr V1ce Pres1dent, we would 

11ke to welcome you to the Drug Enforcement Adrn1n1strat10n 

today. And thank you very much for be1ng here. 

The Drug Enforcement A~n1strat1on 1S a splend1d 

agency. It has been on the front 11ne of the war aga1nst 

drugs for too long now. 

They are ded1cated. They are car1ng. They are brave 

and courageous officers who have engaged 1n splend1d work 

here and around the world. And we all owe them a great 

debt of grat1tude. 

I would 11ke to thank each one of the people who work 

w1th the Drug Enforcement A~n1strat1on for the f1ne work 

they dOe 

And I would 11ke, part1cularly, to thank Steve Green, 

who has been Act1ng A~n1strator and who has set an 

example for all 1n law enforcement as to how you carry on 

1n a profess1onal and ded1cated manner that makes a 

d1fference. 

Mr. V1ce Pres1dent, through your leadersh1p, I th~nk 

we come together today more un1ted 1n law enforcement than 

we have ever been before, more comm1tted to end1ng 

dupl1cat1on, to end1ng d1ssent1on between law enforcement 

agenc1es. 



It has been happen~ng month after month now w~th your 

leadersh~p where agenc~es are com~ng together, the FBI 

work~ng w~th the Drug Enforcement Adm~n~strat~on, w~th the 

Marshal's Serv~ce, br~ng~ng ~n the Imrn~grat~on and 

Natural~zat~on Serv~ce; and as ~mportantly, part~cularly 

for me, com~ng from a local law enforcement perspect~ve, 

reach~ng out to state and local law enforcement around 

th~s nat~on to make sure that we have a true partnersh~p. 

I am part~cularly proud that the Treasury agenc~es 

have -- are here today. We have a wonderful work~ng 

relat~onsh~p w~th them. And I think, at every level of 

the agenc~es' operat~ons, we are forg~ng that partnersh~p 

throughout Amer~ca. 

We are ded~cated here to work~ng together to really 

have an ~pact on drugs ~n Amer~ca, to do whatever we can 

across the seas ~n source countr~es to stem the flow of 

drugs com~ng ~nto th~s country, to do whatever we can ~n 

forg~ng a partnersh~p w~th state and local enforcement and 

all the Federal agenc~es to use the l~m~ted resources we 

have ~n the most effect~ve way poss~ble to get at the 

organ~zat~ons, to destroy the organ~zat~ons, to destroy 

the v~olent traff~ckers who wreck the havoc on our 

streets. 

We are go~ng to make a d~fference. We are go~ng to 

make a d~fference ~n terms of teach~ng people not to use 



drugs, to g~ve them a I1fe and an opportun1ty that g1ves 

them a chance for a future w~thout drugs. 

Work1ng together ~n th~s partnersh~p that you have 

helped us forge that comes together today, I th1nk we can 

truly make a d~fference. 

I th~nk ~t ~s ~portant .- and I am sure I am go~ng 

to leave somebody out. But Just so that the people here 

recogn~ze the breadth of th~s partnersh~p, I would l~ke to 

~ntroduce you to people on the stage and thank so many 

people here ~n the aud~ence for be~ng here today. 

Federal law enforcement off~c~als who are here today 

and ~f you would, hold your applause unt~l I ~ntroduce 

everybody - Deputy Attorney General Ph~ll~p Hyman, 

Ass~stant Attorney General for the Cr~~nal D~v~s~on 

Joanne Harr~s; Lou~s Freye, the D~rector of the Federal 

Bureau of Invest~gat~on, John McGau, D~rector of the 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and F~rear.ms; George We~ss, 

Comm~ss~oner of the Un~ted States CUstoms Serv~cei Eduardo 

Gonzalez, D~rector of the Un~ted States Marshal's Serv~ce, 

Dor~s M~zner, Comm~ss~oner of the I~grat~on and 

Natural~zat~on Serv~ce, Guy Kapudoe, Deputy D~rector of 

the Un~ted States Secret Serv~ce; Don Vogel, Ass~stant 

Comm~ss~oner for Cr~m~nal Invest1gat~ons of IRS; Jul~us 

Magruder, D~rector of the F~nanc~al Cr~es Enforcement 

Network, Shelley Alt~nsdaughter, Ch~ef of INTERPOL; 



Kathleen Hawk, D~rector of the Bureau of Pr~sons. 

And aga1n, to reflect that 1t 1S not Just'the Federal 

effort that 1S 1nvolved here, but 1t 1S a partnersh1p 

between state and local governments, I am so pleased that 

Ch1ef Fred Thomas, the Ch1ef of Pol1ce of the D1str1ct of 

Columb1a 1S here. 

G1l Kl1nect, the Internat10nal Assoc1at10n of Ch1efs 

of Pol1ce, Chuck Wexler, the Pol1ce Execut1ve Research 

Forum; Robert Kle1smet, Internat10nal Un10n of Pol1ce 

Assoc1at10ns, Ed R1ley of the Internat10nal Brotherhood of 

Pol1ce Off1cersi Hubert W1ll1ams, Pres~dent of the Pol1ce 

Foundat10n, Ne1l Beehan, MaJor C1ty Ch~efs; Robert Scully 

of the Nat10nal Assoc1at10n of Pol1ce Organ1zat10nS, 

L1eutenant Colonel James E Harvey of the Nat10nal 

Troopers Coal1t10n, and Essex County Sher1ff Robert 

Lav1n1a, represent1ng the Nat10nal Sher1ffs Assoc1at10n. 

I cannot forget the prosecutors. And I am so pleased 

that Newman Flanagan of the Nat10nal D1str1ct Attorneys 

Assoc1at10n and Chr1st1ne M~ll1k1n of the Nat10nal 

Assoc1at10n of Attorneys General are here. 

I have not seen, 1n my memory, such a collect10n of 

people J01n1ng together to welcome somebody 1nto our ranks 

and to tell h1m how happy we are here. 

Super1ntendent Constant1ne 1S a man most part1cularly 

sU1ted for the Job. 



Where d1d you go? 

[Laughter.] 

Attorney General Reno: There you are. 


[Laughter.] 

Attorney General Reno! He has br1ll1antly led and 


adm1n1stered an agency Sl1ghtly larger than the DBA. He 

has worked extens1vely w1th DEA and other agenc1es on 

complex drug cases. 

He has worked closely and to great accla1m w1th 

domest1c and 1nternat10nal law enforcement leaders at 

every level. 

He 1S a man known for approach1ng all law enforcement 

problems w1th an outstretched hand of cooperat10n, a cool 

head, and a s1ngle-m1nded devot10no 

Over 30 years -  for over 30 years, Trooper 

Constant1ne has been w1th the New York State Pol1ce as a 

narcot1cs and maJor cr1me 1nvest1gator. 

He learned h1s trade from the ground up, tak1ng no 

shortcuts. Along the way, he earned a masters degree and 

has nearly completed h1s doctoral degree. 

Th1S comb1nat10n of street-smarts and book-smarts led 

to h1s app01ntment as Super1ntendent by Governor Cuomo 1n 

1986. 

In the days ahead, there 1S much work to be done 1n 

our f1ght to control the scourge of 1llegal drugs. We 



have got to teach ourselves and our ch1ldren not to use 

them. 

But we have got to back-stop these efforts by putt1ng 

drug traff1ckers out of bus1ness and break1ng up the1r 

V1C10US networks. 

To do that, we need a street-smart, tough, and able 

Adm1n1strator of the DEA to J01n our Federal cr1me

f1ght1ng team. And I be11eve we have that. 

I would now l1ke to recogn1ze and aga1n publ1cly 

thank Steven Green, the Act1ng Adm1n1strator of the Drug 

Enforcement Adm1n1strat1on, who has led th1s agency w1th 

d1st1nct1on and has represented the best 1n law 

enforcement. 

[Applause.] 



STATEMENT OF STEVEN GREEN, ACTING ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. Green~ Thank you. 

Thank you, Attorney General Reno, for those most k1nd 

remarks and for your cont1nu1ng support for the Drug 

Enforcement A~n1strat1on. 

Good morn1ng, lad1es and gentlemen. And welcome to 

the Drug Enforcement Adm1n1strat10n. 


Mr. V1ce Pres1dent, and other d1st1ngu1shed guests, 


it 1S an honor to have you w1th us here tOday. I know 

that everyone's presence here today 18 a demonstrat1on of 

the sp1r1t of cooperat1on that must eX1st 1f we are to be 

successful 1n our drug suppress10n efforts. 

Today 1S obv1ously a very s1gn1f1cant day 1n the 

proud h1story of the Drug Enforcement Adm1n18trat10n. The 

men and women of our agency are look1ng forward to serv1ng 

under a new a~n~strat~on and a new adm1n1strator, who 

br1ngs such a wealth of law enforcement exper1ence w1th 

h1m. 

We are look1ng forward and ahead to work1ng s1de-by

s1de w1th other Federal law enforcement agenc1es w1th1n 

the Department of Just1ce and the Department of the 

Treasury. 

Together, we can and w1ll do great th1ngs to ensure 

to the people of the Un~ted States that they are safe from 



the ravages of cr1me, drugs and v10lence. 


And to our many partners from the state and local 


po11ce organ1zat1ons represented here today, you can 

cont1nue to count on DEA to work shoulder-to-shoulder w1th 

you on the front l1nes. 

For 2S years, we have made cases together underneath 

the task force umbrella. We now work together w1th you 1n 

more than 100 of these task forces. 

We have made a real d1fference 1n the commun1ty 1n 

wh1ch we J01ntly serve. CUrrently, there are 1,500 state 

and local task force off1cers from 466 different pol1ce 

agenc1es part1c1pat1ng 1n DEA's formal task force program q 

Mr Constant1ne, I am sure that you know that DEA 1S 

a comm1tted, ded1cated and talented organ1zat10n of men 

and women from d1verse backgrounds, who are un1ted 1n a 

s1ngle 1mportant m1SS1on. To br1ng to Just1ce the maJor 

drug v10lators 1n th1s great country of ours~ 

From work1ng w1th us 1n New York, you know that we 

are profess10nal, s1ngle-m1nded 1n our pursu1t of drug 

traff1ckers and the1r organ1zat1ons. 

I know that you w1ll soon exper1ence a profess10nal 

welcome from all of the employees of the Drug Enforcement 

Adm1n1strat10n. 

We are look1ng forward to work1ng w1th you 1n mak1ng 

a s1gn1f1cant and pos1t1ve 1mpact on the drug and v10lence 



problem 1n the Un1ted States. 

Aga1n, I thank all of you for J01n1ng us here today. 

[Applause.] 

Attorney General Reno: I would now l1ke to 1ntroduce 

one of the f1nest people that I have met 1n law 

enforcement 1n many years, the Ass1stant Secretary for 

Enforcement, the Treasury Department, Ron Noble. 

[Applause.] 



STATEMENT OF RON NOBLE, ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR 

ENFORCEMENT, THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

Mr. Noble, Mr V~ce Pres~dent, Madam Attorney 

General, Dr. Brown, Congressman Rangel, other 

d~st~ngu~shed guests, I wear several hats today as I 

welcome Thomas Constant~ne to the Federal law enforcement 

commun~ty. 

As an off~c~al of the Department of the Treasury, I 

speak on behalf of Secretary Benson and Treasury. As head 

of Treasury Enforcement, I speak on behalf of the Treasury 

Enforcement Bureau as represented here today, Customs, 

ATF, the Secret Serv~ce, IRS, CID, FCEN, and FLETSYo From 

the d~rectors and comm~ss~oners to those work~ng ~n the 

f~eld -  and I speak as an ~nd~v~dual c~t~zen who hopes 

that we can make our streets safer and our commun~t~es 

drug free. 

In each of these roles, I applaud your nom~nat~on, 

Super~ntendent Constant~ne, to be Adm~n~strator of the 

Drug Enforcement Adm~n~strat~on. 

You have ded~cated your career to law enforcement. 

And at each stage, you have ach~eved outstand~ng success. 

Now, you br~ng to DBA v~tal grassroots knowledge and 

leadersh~p sk~lls. 

But your Job and sk~lls transcend DEA. You are now a 

cruc~al part of the Adm~n~strat~on's efforts to deal w~th 



the drug ep1dem1c. 

I J01n V1ce Pres1dent Gore, Attorney General Janet 

Reno, and Dr. Lee Brown 1n welcom1ng you to the 

Adm1n1strat1on's team, and be11eve you w1ll make an 

1nvaluable contr1but1on towards reduc1ng the amount of 

drugs and drug v10lence 1n our country. 

My welcome comes from all elements of Treasury, 

because all elements of Treasury are co~tted to work1ng 

w1th DEA and 1tS new adm1n1strator to make sure that the 

laws of th1s country are enforced, that cr1mes are 

stopped, and that all cr1m1nals are pun1shed 

appropr1ately. 

From CUstoms and 1tS ant1-smuggl1ng program, to FCEN 

and 1tS analyt1c capab1l1t1es, from ATS's ant1-gun and 

ant1-gang agenda to FLETSY's tra1n1ng programs, from 

Secret Serv1ce ' s f1nanc1al cr1me enforcement to IRS's 

ant1-money-launder1ng efforts, Treasury harbors numerous 

powerful tools that can be used effect1vely to ~lement 

the Pres1dent's and V1ce Pres1dent's drug control 

strategy. 

In the world we now l1ve 1n, where cr1m1nals respect 

no Jur1sd1ct1onal l1m1ts, and cr1m1nals ply the1r trade 

throughout the country and world, when drug cr1mes go 

hand-1n-hand w1th guns and v1ole~ce, and when drug dealers 

use our f1nanc1al system to launder the1r 1ll-gotten 



ga~ns, Federal, state and local law enforcement ~n 


comb~nat~on w~th our commun~t~es must work together to 


confront the vast cr~m~nal network. 


By cooperat~ng, we make the best use of the 


extraord~nary expert~se of each element of U.S law 

enforcement. 

As D~rector Freye once put ~t, we must share our 

toys, and we must work toward our shared goals. 

Ind~v~dually, a s~ngle Federal agency or local pol~ce 

department can l~~t cr~m~nal act~v~ty. Together, we can 

have a far greater ~pact on cr~me. Ind~v~dually, we can 

arrest cr~m~nals. Together, we can d~smantle cr~m~nal 

~nfrastructures. 

Ind~v~dually, we can conf~scate drugs at the border 

or drugs be~ng sold ~n school. Together, we can d~~n~sh 

the drug trade and drug culture and lessen our ch~ldren's 

exposure and vulnerab~l~ty to drugs 0 

Two weeks ago, you demonstrated your personal 

cornm~tment to cooperat~on, by part~c~pat~ng ~n a Jo~nt 

~nvest~gat~on ~nto the tra9~c Buffalo bomb~ngs. 

The ~nvest~gat~on ~nvolved ATF, FBI, the Postal 

Inspect~on Serv~ce, the New York State Pol~ce, and var~ous 

local law enforcement agenc~es. 

Only because all ~nvolved worked together were we 

able to deta~n all suspects w~th~n 24 hours of the 



bomb~ngs. 

I know that you, as I, already share a relat~onsh~p 

of trust and conf~dence w~th FBI D~rector Lou~s Freye, a 

re1at~onsh~p that w~ll prove essent~al to coord~nat~ng the 

ant~-drug efforts of th~s Adm~n~strat~on. 

Super~ntendent Constant~ne, I pledge the cooperat~on 

of the Treasury Department to your future efforts to 


address drug-related cr~me. 


And I w~ll make ~t my personal goal to help you 


develop mutually benef~c~al relat~onsh~ps w~th Treasury 

off~c~als, ~nclud~ng the leadersh~p of the Bureaus 

gathered here today to welcome you on board. John McGau 

from ATF, George We~ss from U S. Customs, Guy Kapudoe from 

the U S Secret Serv~ce, Charl~e R~nkov~c from FLETSY, 

Ju1~us Magruder from FCEN, Shelley A1t~nsdaughter from 

INTERPOL, and Don Vogel from IRS-CID. 

Before conclud~ng, I want to repeat that my welcome 

comes not only from the pol~cy makers ~n Wash~ngton, but 

from our agents and employees ~n the f~eld, who work da~ly 

w~th DBA and have learned to respect and value the 

talents, courage and expert~se of DEA agents. 

I look forward to work~ng w~th you and ant~c~pate 

that cooperat~on among the Treasury, Just~ce, and our 

var~ous Bureaus w~ll result ~n s~gn~f~cant advances ~n 

th~s country's ~t~-drug efforts. 



Thank you. 

[Applause. ] 

Attorney General Reno~ I would now 11ke to 1ntroduce 

one of the key people 1n the A~n1strat1on's f1ght 

aga1nst drugs, the man who 1S work1ng to make sure that we 

are all coord1nated, that we are all on the same page, 

that we are ded1cated to th1s effort, as we all are. 

Lee Brown has a vast wealth of exper1ence as a pol1ce 

ch1ef 1n maJor c1t1es throughout th1s land, as a person 

who understands the problem of street pol1ce, of people 

throughout th1s nat10n and the problems they face because 

of drugs. 

And 1t has been one of my great opportun1t1es and 

real pr1v1leges to have the opportun1ty to work w1th h1m 

1n Wash1ngton 1n these last several months. 

Dr. Brown, thank you so much for be1ng here. 

[Applause.] 



STATEMENT OF LEE BROWN 

Mr. Brown! Mr. V~ce Pres~dent, Attorney General 

Reno, Congressman Rangel, fellow members of DBA and lad~es 

and gentlemen, let me say that I am del~ghted, pleased, 

and exc~ted w1th the nom1nat1on of Thomas Constant~ne to 

the D~rector of the Drug Enforcement Adm1n1strat1on. 

I have known Super1ntendent Constant1ne for many 

years, hav1ng worked closely w1th h~ dur1ng my tenure as 

New York C1ty'S Po11ce Co~ss10ner. 

Our agenc1es work together on the New York Drug 

Enforcement Task Force, along w1th the Drug Enforcement 

Adm1n1strat1on. 

I know h1m to be a team player. We served together 

1n the New York State Po11ce Ch1efs Assoc1at1on and on the 

board of the Internat10nal Assoc1at1on of Ch1efs of 

Pol~ce. 

He has demonstrated h1S leadersh1p ab~11t~es, as well 

as be1ng well respected ~n the law enforcement commun~ty 

I know Super~ntendent Constant1ne to be the consummate law 

enforcement profess1onal, exper1enced. 

He 19 ded1cated. He 1S tenaC10US. And he 1S tough. 

He understands that th1S nat~on must ga1n the upper hand 

aga1nst a drug trade that dra1ns b~111ons of dollars from 

our economy, ravages our commun1~1es, f1lls our pr1sons, 

and corrupts our youth and, thereby, threatens our future 



He apprec1ates the v1tal role of the Drug Enforcement 

Adm1n1strat10n 1n th1s crusade. And he values the 

profess10nal1sm of 1ts agents and staff. 

I am conf~dent that, under h~s capable leadersh1p, 

the DBA w1ll be a l1nchp1n 1n our new nat10nal drug 

control strategy. I am count1ng on 1t. And I am count~ng 

on h1m. 

So, Super1ntendent Constant~ne, welcome to the f1ght. 

And I look forward to work~ng w1th you aga1n. 

Thank you. 

{Applause.] 

Attorney General Reno~ Lad1es and gentlemen -- d1d I 

hear you ment10n that Congressman Rangel was here, 

Mr. Brown: Yes 

{Applause.] 

Attorney General Reno: The f1rst person that I met 

from Wash1ngton that knew anyth1ng about the problems of 

drug enforcement, who came to M~am1, who expressed an 

1nterest, who was there on all occaS10ns, 1nformed and 

ded1cated to d01ng someth1ng about 1t was Congressman 

Rangel. 

And thank you so much for be1ng here today. It 18 a 

real pr1v1lege to have you hereu 

Everybody 1n law enforcemen~ knows that there are 

some unsung heros and her01nes. They, oftent1IDes, do not 



get told about. But they are represented here today. 


And when I walked 1nto the room where everybody was 


assembled, before I met anybody else, Super1ntendent 


Constant1ne wanted me to meet h1S f~ly. 

[Laughter.] 

Attorney General Reno~ And the fam111es of law 

enforcement off1c1als throughout th1S land deserve 

extraord1nary recogn1t10n, because they are part and 

parcel of th1S partnersh1p. 

And we would 11ke to welcome you all here today. And 

thank you for be1ng w1th us. 

[Applause.) 

Attorney General Reno! I th1nk the person pr1mar11y 

respons1ble for us com1ng together, for forg1ng th1s 

partnersh1p to end dup11cat10n, to end dup11cat10n that 

costs dollars 1n bureaucracy, so that we can put people on 

the 11ne to f1ght the problems of cr1me and drugs 

throughout Amer1ca, the person that has brought us 

together 1n a new partnersh1p, 1n a new sp1r1t of 

cooperat10n 1S the V1ce Pres1dent of the Un1ted States. 

And, Mr. V1ce Pres1dent, 1t 1S a great honor for all 

of us 1n law enforcement to welcome you here today and to 

thank you for be1ng here and for your sp1r1t and your 

leadersh1p that has made th1s pos~nble. 

[Applause. ) 



STATEMENT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

ALBERT GORE 


V1ce Pres1dent Gore: Thank you. 


[Applause.] 


V1ce Pres1dent Gore~ Thank you. Thank you very 

much. 

[Applause~] 

V1ce Pres1dent Gore: Thank you very much 

Attorney General Reno, thank you for your k1nd words 

D1rector Lee Brown, Ron Noble, and LOU1S Freye, all 

of the Federal law enforcement agency heads who are here, 

to the state law enforcement representat1ves here, to the 

local law enforcement off1c1als, and to the off1C1als of 

the po11ce organ1zat1ons across th1s country who honor us 

w1th your presence on th1s 1mportant occas1on, to my good 

fr1end, Char11e Rangel, w1th whom I served 1n the House 

-- and, of course, Char11e Rangel has been t1reless 1n 

work1ng for solut1ons to th1s problems -- to any other 

d1st1ngu1shed guests present here who we m1ght have 

overlooked -- 1t 1S an acc1dent 1f we have not 

acknowledged you but we are grateful for everyone's 

presence. 

And I would l1ke to start by ]01n1ng Attorney General 

Reno and others 1n acknowledg1ng, on behalf of Pres1dent 

C11nton and our country, the tremendous contr1but1ons of 



Act1ng DEA Adm1n1strator Steve Green. 


You have done a great Job. And we owe you a great 


debt. And we thank you very much. 


Also, I would l1ke to acknowledge Tom Constant1ne's 


fam1ly, who Just stood here. 


You have a pretty b1g fam1ly, Tom. 


[Laughter.] 


V1ce Pres1dent Gore: H1S w1fe, Ruth, and h1s 


daughter, Patr1c1a and her husband, Joseph, Thomas, h1s 


son, and h1s w1fe D1montra, h1s son, Kev1n, and h1S w1fe, 

Kathleen, L1sa, h1s daughter, and her husband, Jeff, h1s 

brother, George Constant1ne, Mr and Mrs M1chael Cr1ne, 

brother-1n-law and w1fe, and also Kathleen Constant1ne and 

her f1ance, Joe Green; and Laura Constant1ne. 

NOw, there are a bunch of grandch11dren here. And I 

am not g01ng to acknowledge them all. 

But I have 1t on re11able author1ty that one of them, 

Just last month after see1ng all of the telev1s1on 

coverage of Tom when these 1mportant cases he was pursu~ng 

were be1ng solved and he was be1ng ~nterv1ewed, I have ~t 

on re11able author~ty that Anthony announced to h1s 

parents, "Grandpa 1S more famous than Mr~ Rogers." 

[Laughter.] 

V1ce Pres1dent Gore: Now, all I can say 1S 1t 1S a 

good th1ng he d1d not say Barney the D1nosaur. 



[Laughter. ] 

V~ce Pres~dent Gore: That would have gone stra~ght 

to Tom's head. 

[Laughter. ) 

V1ce Pres1dent Gore ~ Lad1es and gentlemen, Pres1dent 

Cl1nton 1S 1n Moscow, 1n the Summ1t meet1ng. Except for 

that, you must know, he would be here th1s morn1ng • 

He has asked me to come 1n h1s stead and to 

personally announce h1s select10n of Thomas Constant1ne, 

now the Super1ntendent of the New York State Pol1ce, to be 

the new Adm1n1strator of the Drug Enforcement 

I know from the fact that I was 1n the room when the 

Pres1dent was g01ng over th1s matter how strongly he feels 

about 1t. 

I heard w1th my own ears as he sa1d, "I want the very 

best. I want the person who w1ll be the most effect1ve 1n 

gett1ng th1s Job done." 

Th1S 1S an app01ntment based solely and completely on 

great mer1t and tremendous profess10nal1sm to one of the 

Federal Government's most 1mportant posts 1n the 

cont1nu1ng struggle aga1nst cr1me. 

None of us should be under any 11lus10ns about the 

grav1ty of the problems our nat19n faces, concern1ng drug 

traff1ck1ng and the 1ncred1ble amount of v101ent cr~e 



caused by drugs • 

Starkly put, they are the worst cr~me problems that 

we face. Statl.stl.CS show l.t. Surveys show l.t. And the 

testl.mony of l.ndl.vl.dual Cl.tl.zens all across thl.s country 

confl.rms, every sl.ngle day, the serl.ousness of thl.s 

problem and the demand of our country, the rl.ghtful demand 

of our people, that we solve l.t effectl.vely. 

Each of us l.n government knows that drug traffl.ckl.ng 

and vl.olent crl.me at present levels are sl.mply 

l.ntolerable. 

It l.S not an academl.c debate. Every law enforcement 

offl.cer l.n thl.s room and, l.ndeed, every law enforcement 

offl.cer l.n thl.s entl.re natl.on knows the shockl.ng 

dl.mensl.ons of thl.s problem~ 

I ll.stened as Tom Constantl.ne and Loul.S Freye were 

talkl.ng prl.vately l.n the other room about how thl.ngs have 

changed over the last few decades l.n the eyes of law 

enforcement offl.cers, how much more serl.OUS the problem l.S 

now than l.t was years ago. 

We are talkl.ng about ll.fe and death l.ssues 

Amerl.cans are bel.ng murdered, beaten, raped and robbed by 

crl.ml.nals whose vl.olence l.S fueled by drugs. 

Untold numbers of Amerl.cans who use drugs themselves 

are destroyed by those drugs and often drag down wl.th them 

thel.r l.nnocent spouses, chl.ldren, and other faml.ll.es. 

http:faml.ll.es
http:talkl.ng
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Th1S 1S the rea11ty we face 1n Amer1ca today_ Th1S 

1S the worst cr1me problem we have 1n our nat10n. The 

rea11ty of the cr1me and fear 1S now spread to every 

corner of our land. 

As we gather here th1s morn1ng, people are be1ng 

k1lled by drugs. And there can s1mply be no excuse for 

lett1ng 1t cont1nue. 

We all understand how complex the problem 1S, how 

d1ff1cult 1t 1S to solve. We all understand that there 

has to be many efforts conducted s1multaneously' 

But our f1rst task 1S to prevent the drug and v10lent 

cr1me problems from becom1ng any worse, and then to beg1n 

the monumental task of rol11ng back the t1dal wave of 

drugs and v10lence. 

To put 1t bluntly, to sharply reduce drug traff1ck1ng 

and cr1me w1ll take a very long t1me. Let us be 

rea11st1c. 

It w1ll be harder than 1t was to put an astronaut on 

the moon. It w1ll rank, when we do 1t, w1th the greatest 

challenges to face the Un1ted States 1n the 20th Century, 

1nclud1ng wars and the Great Depress10n. 

Th1S 18 a deadly threat to our nat10n. But there 1S 

no ch01ce. It has to be done. 

But the bas1c quest10ns are ~here for all to see. Do 

we want drug traff1ck1ng and v10lent cr1me to rema1n as 



dreadful as they are, Do we want drug traff1ck1ng and 

v10lent cr1me to grow even worse 1n the com1ng years; 

It w1ll not be easy. Not any s~ngle step of 1t w1ll 

be easy. But 1t must be done. And an essent1al part of 

our hoped-for success rests w1th select1ng the r1ght 

persons to lead th1s law enforcement campa1gn~ 

In all of h1S apP01ntments to top-level cr1m1nal 

Just1ce pos1t10ns 1n the government, Pres1dent C11nton has 

placed the absolute and sole prem1um on mer1t. 

We need, 1n these posts, men and women whose goals 

are clear, the protect10n of our people, the tr1umph of 

the rule of law 1n our nat10n. 

The select10n of Tom Constant1ne to be head of DEA 1S 

another key step 1n br1ng1ng people of the utmost ab1l1ty 

1nto government, to dev1se and carry out a w1nn1ng 

strategy aga1nst drugs and cr1me. 

DBA 1S the lead1ng edge of the Federal Government's 

f1ght aga~nst drugs. The men and women of DBA perform 

the1r work w1th great Sk1ll and tremendous personal 

courage. 

And we be11eve that Tom Constant1ne w1ll be an 

~nsp1r1ng leader and an essent1al arch1tect of the 

strategy that w1ll f1nally make great 1nroads aga1nst 

drugs. 

Tam's ab1l1t1es and strengths have been forged 1n the 



most 1mpress1ve way, more than 30 years of law enforcement 

exper1ence • 

He began as a patrol off1cer and worked h1s way up to 

super1ntendent by sheer profess10na11sm and comm1tment to 

excellence. 

He has also got heart. Another part of that 

conversat10n I referred to 1ncluded h1s reference to the 

emot10nal fee11ng that law enforcement off1cers have when 

they 1nteract w1th the V1Ct1ms of cr1me, and how necessary 

1t 1S to respond forcefully and to do Just1ce. 

H1S extens1ve exper1ence has also made h1m a f1rm 

be11ever 1n cooperat10n among all law enforcement 

agenc1es. 

I know for a fact that he places a prem1um on 

develop1ng the best poss1ble t1es w1th all Federal 

agenc1es, as well as those on the state level and the 

local level. 

And there 1S someth1ng else we know about Tom 

Constant1ne. He f1rm1y be11eves that th1s struggle 

aga1nst drugs can be won. 

We are conf1dent that he w11l make an enormous 

contr1but10n. 

And 1t 19 a great honor to make th19 announcement on 

behalf of Pres1dent C11nton todaY,and to present to you 

the new head of DEA, Tom Constant1ne. 



[Applause .. ] 



STATEMENT OF THOMAS A CONSTANTINE, NOMINATED TO BE 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. Constantl.ne: Vl.ce Presl.dent Gore, I thank you 

very much, and on behalf of Presl.dent Cll.nton, that you 

are here to announce thl.s. 

I thl.nk l.t means a great deal to the DBA. It means a 

great deal to those of us who are l.nvolved l.n the crl.ml.nal 

Justl.ce system. 

To Attorney General Reno, she has been a fantastl.c 

person l.n deall.ng wl.th me, fl.rst, as a member of the IACP, 

l.n three or four meetl.ngs that have been conducted about 

vl.olent crl.me l.n partl.cular. 

And now to be l.n a posl.tl.on where I wl.ll be workl.ng 

for the Justl.ce Department of the Unl.ted States l.S an 

honor that I do not know l.f everybody l.n thl.s room can 

actually understand how b1g l.t l.S for me. 

I suspect only my brother, knowl.ng where we come from 

and where we started 1n ll.fe to bell.eve that you would 

be on the dl.as wl.th the Vl.ce Pres1dent of the Unl.ted 

States 1S almost d1ffl.cult to fathom. So I can tell you 

l.t 1S a dl.stl.nct honor~ 

The l.ntroductl.ons have been done of my faml.ly. I am 

not g01ng to put you through that agal.n* The kl.ds have 

been good. So I w1ll move through th1S so that they can 

relax for a whl.le. 



[Laughter.. ] 

Mr. Constant~ne: They have been fantast~c. My w1fe 

started off w1th me as a 20-year-old g~rl when I was a 20

year-old young man start1ng off ~n law enforcement. 

And at that p01nt 1n t1me, when you started w1th the 

State Po11ce, you l~ved 1n barracks. And the~r P011Cy was 

to send you as far as they could away from your home. 

So she stayed home and started to ra1se a fam11y, 

wh11e I l~ved 1n State Po11ce barracks, work1ng around the 

clock, around the state. 

And so when you see all of these k1ds and all of 

the1r successes, and they have all turned out to be 

product1ve adults, a great deal of that comes from her. 

There are people here from the State Po11ce. It 1S 

Obv10usly an 1nst1tut~on that gave me a start 1n 11fe, 

somebody who had or1g~nally worked at an Amer1can rad~ator 

plant, had a h1gh school degree. 

And I suspect even my parents wondered where I was 

headed to 1n l1fe and what, 1f any, successes I would 

ach1eve. But ~t was an agency that I fell ~n love w1th 

It was an occupat~on that I could not get enough of. 

I bel~eve that people do not have to be V1ct1ms of 

cr~me. I abhor bull~es. I abhor predators. I found 

myself ~n a profesS10n that was J~st sU1ted to my personal 

ph110sophy. 



And I had tremendous opportun1t1es, as I went along, 

of people who were very good to me. Our own Governor of 

New York State, Governor CUomo, has been very good to me 

personally 1n appo1nt1ng me as super1ntendent. And he had 

never met me before the 1nterv1ew process, and they are 

very good to the State Po11ce. 

The f~ly and the State Po11ce were two of the 

pr1mary cons1derat1ons dur1ng the 1nterv1ew process that 

caused me a great deal of concern. The other concern 1S 

whether I would be acceptable to the Just1ce Department. 

But on my own personal l1st was, "How do I separate 

myself from someth1ng I am so close w1th, 1n that fam1ly 

and the State Po11ce?" 

My fam1ly came together and told me, as I now see 1t, 

that 1t would be an honor and that I should pursue 1t. 

The State Pol1ce carr1ed me through some very 

d1ff1cult t1mes over the last two or three months as th1s 

was g01ng on. 

And we w1ll s1multaneously be1ng 1nvolved 1n some of 

the b1gger cases 1n our state, ser1al h0m1c1des, crazy 

bombers who were randomly blow1ng up people; and a case 

that we d1d not know 1f we would ever solve, the case of 

Sarah Ann Wood. 

Excuse me. We solved 1t th1s we~kend.. And today 1n 

Raquette Lake, where 1t 18 about ten or twenty degrees 



below zero, hopefully, they w~ll f~nd her body at th~s 


and put an end to the suffer~ng of her parents~ 


So you have k~nd of heard where I have been ~n law 


enforcement ~n all of these years. In 33 years, I have 


seen a degradat~on caused by v~olence and drugs ~n our 

soc~ety that I would have thought unfathomable when I 

started ~n law enforcement; the numbers of cr~mes and 

randomness and the v~olence that occurs to our c~t~zens~ 

I am so ~mpressed now that on a nat~onal level and a 

state level and ~n the med~a, ~t ~s now on the front 

burner. And people are pay~ng attent~on to ~t. 

I have always bel~eved that there ~s someth~ng wrong 

when, Just because people are poor or they are elderly, 

that they have to held capt~ves ~n the~r home from a bunch 

of thugs who control drug gangs, or muggers or robbers, 

that they cannot send the~r k~ds to school, unless the 

k~ds are wear~ng Kevlar vests, or the k~ds have to sleep 

~n bathtubs at n~ght so that the gangbangers do not shoot 

through the apartment walls. 

There are a lot of strateg~es, as the V~ce Pres~dent 

has ment~oned. We have worked on a number of them. Some 

people are experts. And they w~ll help us a great deal. 

And they want us to -- and we should prov~de more 

resources for prevent~on. 

There are people ~n the med~cal f~eld who bel~eve 



more emphas1s should be placed on treatment and 

rehab1l1tat10n. And I know people are work1ng on that 

presently .. 

In my pos1t10n of law enforcement, every day of the 

week 1n my off1ce, I get letters and phone calls demand1ng 

that we protect them from the tyranny of drug v10lence. 

Many subscr1be to a pr10r1ty of close cooperat10n 1n 

1nterd1ct10n of countr1es that are grow1ng these 

substances 0 

In real1ty, all of these strateg1es are essent1al to 

eventual 1mprovement. But the DEA plays a key and maJor 

role, some of 1t 1n educat1on, some of 1t 1n prevent10n. 

But the1r maJor respons1b1l1ty 1S clear~ And that 

respons1b1l1ty 1S the most effect1ve enforcement programs 

poss1ble under a rule of law. 

Th1S 1S an awesome respons1b1l1ty for one agency~ It 

takes a great deal of effort, a substant1al amount of 

fund1ng and, thank God, someth1ng that they already have, 

agents of the h1ghest cal1berG 

When you cons1der the harsh real1ty that there are 

only 3,300 sworn DEA off1cers cover1ng, 1n essence, th1s 

ent1re world, 1t certa1nly probably does not even match 

the resources 1n personnel, money or equ1pment of one of 

the Colomb1an coca1ne cartels. 

But there 1S one exper1ence that I have found 1n law 



enforcement that I hope that I can make true on a Federal 

level as I d~d on a state level~ 

And that ~s, ~f you can adopt ~t, you can mult~ply 

the forces of good~ If you do not adopt ~t, you only 

serve to enhance the ob]ect~ves of cr~~nal gangs c And 

that strategy ~s cooperat~on among and between law 

enforcement at all levels. 

I know, from my perspect~ve for the last seven years 

as head of the State pol~ce, that our efforts were 

dramat~cally more successful when we entered 1nto 

cooperat~ve efforts w1thout worry~ng who was the lead or 

who was go~ng to get the cred~t. 

I have been treated fantast~c as the head of a local 

law enforcement agency by the DEA and New York State and 

Bob Br~den, who was here before h~m, Bob Stuckman, and 

Bruce Jensen, the FBI, Lou Freye, J~m Fox, Tommy Sheer, 

people who reached out to the State pol~ce and cooperated 

w~th us. And there was never any great concern over turf 

or ]ur~sd~ct~onal ~ssues. 

I th~nk those same th1ngs can be done. And from what 

I have heard today and people who, as part of the thr1ll 

of today also -- because most of these people I only see 

on C-SPAN. 

[Laughter.] 

Mr. Constant~ne: And to hear what they have to say 



about law enforcement and cooperat10n, obv10usly, 

everybody has a head start. 

Already, we are work1ng 1n the IACP and w1th the FBI 

and the DEA on k1nd of an unusual problem. I know the 

v10lence has occurred -- and 1t was our hope that 


technology would help us. 


Now, we are caught 1n the strange s1tuat10n where 


technology may be caus1ng us some d1ff1cult1es. I am not 

a techn1c1an, as my fam1ly would be qu1ck to tell you. 

[Laughter.] 

Mr. Constant1ne: But one th1ng I can tell you. It 

1S called d1g1tal telethaney -- and people should remember 

that phrase, because what 1t w111 do to the ab111ty of law 

enforcement at the Federal and state level to 1nterd1ct 

v10lent cr1m1nals, home 1nvaS10n robbers, k1dnappers, 

terror1sts, bombers, w111 be of great consequence unless 

not remed1ed by leg1slat10n. 

It w111 make 1t v1rtually 1mposs1ble for court

ordered W1re tapp1ng, wh1ch 18 the maJor way that these 

large consp1rator1al cr1me8 have been solved -- and I 

th1nk more w111 be done, and I know I w111 be work1ng w1th 

the IACP 1n Greensboro, North Carol1na. 

I apolog1ze for the. fact that because of the weather 

a fellow named Sylvester Dotrey, ,Ch1ef of Pol1ce 1n 

Greensboro and the current pres1dent of the IACP, flew all 



the way up here and ~s stuck ~n Balt~more and could not be 

here today .. 

But I Just want to tell you that he and Lee Brown 

when I dec~ded to run as a v~ce pres~dent of the 

Internat~onal Assoc~at~on of Ch~efs of pol~ce, and a very 

short not~ce to represent the State Pol~ce agenc~es around 

the country, ~t was Sylvester and Lee who gave me all of 

the brochures, all of the adv~ce over the phone~ And I am 

deeply ~ndebted to them. 

A 11ttle comment about DEA agents who I have known 


and worked w~th s~nce ~t was the FBN, s~nce the m~d-

s~xt~es~ They are outstand~ng people~ 


And thank God, we have gotten young people of that 


ca1~ber who are w~ll~ng to step up to the plate ~n a 


tremendously stressful, very dangerous, very v~olent 

occupat~ono 

It ~s the same ~n law enforcement -- and I have been 

. touched by th~s ~n my career.- I have- seen. the dangers 

that can occur. And there ~s a great debt of grat~tude 

that, I th~nk, soc~ety must recogn~ze for people ~n law 

enforcement. 

My roommate ~n troop school, B~ll Doyle, was shot and 

k1l1ed 20 years ago today. I was a l~eutenant at the 

State Po1~ce Academy, a class of 140 -recru~ts. 

W~th~n three years -- w~th~n e~ght years, three of 



those young people were shot and k1lled 1n the l1ne of 

duty. 


So I always keep th1s 1n my m1nd, when I am deal1ng 


w1th personnel, and when they are g01ng to be placed at 


r1sk, 1n harm's way, so that, 1n many ways, that we 

recogn1ze that there 1S a great deal of danger. 

I look forward to th1so It has been a great deal of 

soul search1ng to dec1de whether I would d1srupt what was 

a very comfortable l1fej 1n all honesty, an agency that I 

knew everyth1ng about, a fam1ly that called the1r mom 

every day and v1rtually was over at the house every 

weekend.;. 

One of the facts was a young man named Joey Uversa, 

one of our troopers, the last one k111ed 1n the 11ne of 

duty. He was the all-Amer1can boy, Golden Gloves boxer, 

college student. 

H1s dad was a former New York C1ty cop, who had moved 

h1m out of the C1ty as a young man. To get h1m out of New 

York C1ty and the v101ence was the 1ntent. 

He came on the State Po11ce. The fam1ly was so proud 

of h1m. Joey volunteered to go back down to New York C1ty 

to f1ght the drug traff1c. 

H1S father pleaded w1th h1m not to do 1t. He d1d 1t 

And 1n March of 1990, he gave h1s.11fe for 1t. And my 

sense 19. If he can make a 9acr1f1ce l1ke that, then I 



can make the sacr1f1ce of shedd1ng some of the comfort, 

what would be a real challenge~ 

The only th1ng that I would ask 1S -  all of my 

relat10nsh1ps w1th DEA have come from be1ng part of an 

external agency. I would ask that you help me, teach me, 

and accept me as one of your own. 

Thank you very much. 

[Applause_] 

Attorney General Reno; Now, you see why we are so 

exc1ted" 

[Laughter~] 

Attorney General Reno: Two other people have Just 

come 1n that are essent1al parts of th1s great partnersh1p 

we are forg1ng. 

Joe Wr1ght of the Nat10nal Organ1zat10n of Black Law 

Enforcement Execut1ves, I be11eve, 1S here now; and V1C 

O'Bosk1 of the Federal Law Enforcement Off1cers 

In add1t10n, I have not1ced representat1ves of the 

D1plomat1c Corps here. And I am so touched that you would 

be here w1th us tOday. 

It 15 so 1mportant that we work w1th our fr1ends and 

al11es around the world 1n dea11ng w1th the problem of 

cr1me and drugs. And we pledge y~u our total and complete 

support and extend our grat1tude for your be1ng here 



Lad1es and gentlemen, we have much to do. Let us go 

to work. 


[Applause.] 


(Whereupon, 
 at 10 45 a.m., the presentat10n was 


concluded. ) 



