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ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO: Thank you very much. I would like to
tell ycu two stories today because I think they dirsctly affact |
the issues you consider today in this forum. I took office 15
ysars ago this spring. I wanted to focus on what could be done to
prevent crime and I tried to establish a juvenile division that
* was stable, that represented excellence, and that focused en
children. But I came to learn very quickly that focusing en a 16-
year-old who had three prior adjudications for delinguency and
had come from the most difficult of circumstances, that such an
etfort would never be successful for all of the kids similarly
situated.

And so0 1 started looking at dropout prevenéion, and I realized
that anyocne who focuses on dropout prevention in the middle
schodls, that that's too little too late. And I movad backwards,

_and finally doct&rs took me in hand as the craéﬁ npidemic hit
Miami in 1585 and tock me to the necnatal unit and started
teaching me about children and child development and their
ultimate impact on human béings throughout their lifs.
And they showed me a baby lying in a bassinet no; for six weeks
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~bafore we had begun to determine where we might put such babies,
these crack babies, a baby lying there for six weeks, not held or
talked to except when changed or fed, a baby beginning to loek
nore lixe a little animal sometimes than a human being. And
acress that unit was a child severely cripplad‘through rirth
defects, with tubes coming cut of everywhere, but with both
parents there as often as they possibly could be talking to that
child, holding that child to the axtent that they could and
loving that ehild with allltheir heart and soul.

And that baby was being to respond and smile and rsact and
respond. And I've learned an awful lot about w@at preventicn is
all about. And I think it is imperative that we join together in
understanding that it is not one particular discipline, it's
not one particular effort, it's not & juvenile justice effort or
a child welfare effort or a crime prevention effort or an early
intervention effort. It is a continuum of human life that we must
lock at and affect in the most appropriate manner possible.

And I would like to jeoin you and I would like to challenge
ourselves to try to develop a national agenda for children that
will ultimately have more impact on crime than any other single
initiative that we could undertake, more inmpact on crime than

-

a1l the prisons that we could ever build. ;
Beginning with a commitment to do :omethin; about teen

Pregnancy, to make sure that our parents are old oﬁough, vise

encugh, and financially able encugh to take care of their

children.



And you say, what is the response of the comnunity? Let me tell
you of the response that I have seen in my community. About a year
and a half ago, I spoke to a high school class in the inner ecity.in
the suvditorium, in a huge auditorium filled with students. The
next veek it was a middle school, also in'the innsr city.

I collected child support in Dade County, and they wrote a rap
song about me, so the kids knew about it and they started asking
me questions about child support. What happens if she wvastes the
money? What happens if he doesn't pay? And I answered the
questions.

But Y said, the ultimate issue is you don't have children until
you're old enough, wise enough and financially able enough to
take Eare of them.

And those two auditoriums, just coincidentally but a week
apart, broke into just rousing, storming applause and stamping
of feet. Children want it more than anybedy else in the world.

And then we've got to understand what doctors are telling us and
we've got to understand that crime prevention is not a police
~function, not a social work function, not a prosecutor
function. It is everybody's function because the doctors taught
me that the single most important medical provision that can be
made for a huﬁan being's future is to provi}e prenatal care for
- that mother, that for every dollar spent for prenatal care, ve
can save three decllars down thé road for health care defects
associated with the absence of it, that that can do more to give a

human being a chance at a Sﬁrong, constructive, ‘healthy human
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dife.

And so we've got to dedicate ourselves to making sure that every
voman in America has prenatal care. We've got to understand that
the ages of zero to three ars the most fornmative years of a
person's_litc, the time they learn the concept of reward and
punishment and develop a conscience, and that 50 percent of all
learned human response is learned in the first year of life.

50 as we focus on crime preventien, let us lock at that whele
picture and understand that it becomes imperative to afforad
medical care, to afford appropriate child care and gdu-care
during those first three years of 11;0, to make sure that that
child has a good and fighting chance to succeed and to grow 2s a

. stiong adult with self-respect, with a feeling of burpose.

There is someihing terribly wfong with a nation that says to a
person of 70 years of age, you can have an operatien that extends
your life expectancy for three years, but that we turn to a
child, a child of a person, & working pocr person who makes tco

. much money to be eligible for Medicaid, but dcggn't have
insurance benefits, and that child is not eligible for basic
preventative medical care. SOmeghing is terribly wrong that we
have to change.

And as wve watch the child progress, we've got to make sure that

. every child has appropriate edu-care. It is cxt;aordinarily
frustrating to walk thfough'a housing development and ask why a
four~year-old child isn't in scne program as thcy vander around

unsupervised, uncared for, nobody really looking te see whether
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they'll run into traffic, and be told that the mother isn't
;orXing, that she's not looking for work and that she hasn't
abused and neglected her child bad encugh to make her or him
eligible for child care. Child care at that age is as important
a5 any care we provide children in X through 12.

We've got to look to our educational programs and focus on doing
vhat we can to stem violence in the schoeols. Schools can do
extraordinary things given the chance, teachers can do
remarkable things if we eliminate the paperwork that sometines
binds them and give them a chance to really teach in cur schools.

But there are programs throughout America now fhat ars wvorking
and working effectively in terms of teaching children how to
resolve conflicts peacefully and without violencei

The DARE program has worked in schools in terms of drug
prevention, We can do the same with vioclence prevention in ocur
schools.

We've got to leck at families in terms of violence and understand
vhen that child sees the father hit the mother and sees
acceptance of it, that that becomes part of his way of life and he
' comes to accept it as a part of a way of life. We've got to look

for the signs of family violence, teachers have got to report it.
Emergency room physicians have got to understaﬁg that it is

epidemic in America and understand its ultimate implication,

and the family doctor, the one who helps stitch up the black eye,
the one that sends that lady home without following up, without

ceferring her to counseling, without treating domestic




violence and family viclence as one of the great health
epidenics in America, has missed the boat and is not treating the
basic i11s of that patient and that family.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO (continuing): We've got to focus at the
time on truancy prevention. It frustrates ze no end to ses a
child truant 15 days in the first 45 days of the third grade and
have nobedy respond. The police officer picks the kid up, takes
him to the school, calls the mother, the mother doesn't show, the
school puts the kid on the bus and sends him home.

Every sign of trouble is there again and again and again, and wve
ignore it.

We're not going to change all those childrcn~similarly situated
" when they put the gun up beside the tourist's head at 14 years old
or stop somekody in a driveway and threaten them with a knife,
but we can start to change them when they're truant.

We have got to look to our afternocons after school and the
evening hours. The Carnegie Foundation has come up with a
marvelous report on opportunities and risks of the non-school
hours. Look at how we deploy the resources of America. If we
deployed our police officers, our probation officers, our
juvenile counselors and so many pecple into congtructive after
school and evening programs, think of what we would save in terms
of the dollars spent for prisons, spent for prosecﬁtion, spent
for police officers investigatirg cases to find.out who

committed the crime. We have got to make that impact.



R We have got to look at family and what it means and lock at so many
instances of the mother struggling to get breakfast on the
table, get to work on time, get home through rush hour traftfic,
get dinner on the table, the children bathed, the homewvork done.

People collapse into bed without quality time to read steries to
the chilércn. Saturdays the run errands, Sundays they go to
church or sleep late, Sunday night they start getting ready for
school again the next day.

We have got to somehow or ancther turn America‘'s focus back to
making the family first in terms of work hours, in terms of flex-
time, in terms of giving both parents time to be with their
children., What's wrong with an 8 to 2 workday that permits both
. parents to leave work to pick up their children to-eliminate the
need for costly daycare and give their parents guality time with
their children? These are the things that we have to think about
for America‘s future.

We've got to look at what we're doing. One of the best social
services that can be delivered, one of the best.crime prevention
services that can be delivered is to give people an opportunity
to earn a living wage. But look at how we have our system
structured nov. To graduate from high school, you may need a
language, you may need something o1se, but you ‘don't have to have
" a school that can enable you to learn a living wage. And so you
drift around, you have no sense of purpese.

Communities should be planning with the educational program in

the community, with the Department of Labor, with employment
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_ofticcs; with sunmer job programs, planning by beginning with a
.leventh grade, understanding that seventh grader's aptitudes
and interests, matching summer job programs with those
aptitudes and interests, matching the work experience with the
school experience, planning for ages 12 to 18, so that that child
knows that if he works through what's planned, he can come ocut
vith a skill that can enable hin to learn a living wage.
let us give our youngsters as they grow up ths opportunity to
serve. I look around at the Civilian Conservation Corps
monuments which dot this nation, monuments built by young men to
serve the public during the Depression. And my mother tells nme
stories about people her age who she knew and what they did and
how proud they were of it. And then I renenber World War II, when
»y aunt was an Army nurse and went off to north Africa behind
Patton's army. I can remember the day that she went and I was so
proud and the day that she came home and I was 80 proud.
And my other aunt went off as a Women's Army service pilot to tow
targets and ferry bombers, and she made a contribution.
Our young people want to make a contribution, they want to be
| somebody, they want to belong, they want to be respected, they
want to be a part of something. And we've got to restitch the
fabric of society around them, around their !am%lies, anable
. their families to provide the care because again and again, it is
clear to everyone that the best provider of all is the strong and

healthy family.

How do we get to that hatfbnal agenda? I will tell you the second
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. story. -Two years ago, the governor of Florida came into office
and he wanted to look at how the social service.delivery systen

should be zevised. He knew my Zeelings on the subject and he

A' asked xme to go lock at it, to study it and to make recommendations

that could try to design a program that could address the issues
that I've described tcday.

Beginning in January of 1991, I held nine pudblic hearings
throughout Florida with a social service task force, from
Pensacola to Miami by way of Belle Glade. In Miami, we went from
9:00 in the morning till 10:45 at night. I went to the bathroom
once. Everybody spocke for 10 minutes. Each person spoke with 10
minutes of chockful ideas. We didn't break for lunch or &inner,
and those hearings were some of the most incredible hearings
that I have ever participated in in terms of -the dynamic human
energy that is avajlable throughout the communities of America.

And in my limited time in Washington, talking tc people who come

from the communities, that strength is there throughout

America. For tco long now, we have had states telling

~ communities what to do, and more importantly, we've had the |

federal government telling communities what to do or telling
communities that they would help them if the communities would
design & program that fit the federal regulaticns even if they
had turned the sguare hele into the round hole to f£it what the
federal government wanted. .

The time has come for a new partnership where communities join

together and have a voice ih their destiny, whether it be in law



snforcement, whether it be in education, social services, or
‘;rime. But communities have got to understand that they've got
to pull the threads together.

As I vent through Florida, it looked like the state was building
an interstate down one direction, the government was building a
superhighway in another directien, there was na.ingrass and
sgress to sither one, and the school system bullt a little
country road under the other, and thers was no ingress or egress
and they never talked to each other and they never coordinated.

It is imperative that we understand that the time has come for
people to break down the barriers that exist between their
disciplines, that pecple have got to break down the barriers
that exist within communities, betwaen different groups and
join together to stitch 2 new fabric of community that will
support families, use our limited resources in the wisest way
possible, and get the best out of the federal government that we
can get. )

That means that Washington has got to listen to what we do here,
and instead of one agency looking at what it does, instead of the

‘Departnent of Justice just looking at a Weed and Seed program or
2 juvenile justice program, the Department of Justice has got to
reach out to the Department of Health and Human.?erviccs and to

. the Department of Education and to the Department of lLabor and to
the Housing and Urban Development and form a partnership in
Washington where we restitch the fabrics together.

?f But we can't tell communities what to do. We've go to reach out
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and design nev and creative means of forming links between
communities in Washington so that we can work together in a
common design that utilizes every federal dcollar as wisely as we
can, consistent with community needs.

The time for grants where we throw blobs of money at people and
say, Go and God be with you, is gone because the 30s are gene and
unlimited monies are gone, and the time has come to lce; let's
take vhat dollars ve have, let's break down the barriers that
exist between these dollars and get people working together,
and then let's see how we can use these dollars as wisely as we
caﬁ wvith supplements here, there, filling in this place,
challenging this community, leveraging this money out of
private foundations. )

1t is one of the most exciting times I know of in American history
because we have a challenge that is rare. For so long, America
reacted to crises: to a Depression, to & world war, and America
has always risen to the challenge as valiantly as any nation ever
could.

We've got to rise to the challenge of maintaining a peaceful
society, of reducing crime, of rebuil#ing our economy, of
preventing the spread of war ﬁhroughout this land and
throughout=--1 mean, throughcout the world, and we've got to do it
vithout the crisis. I think that's one of the great challenges we
face, but I have never seen such energy in the communities of
America. That's where the laborstories are now, that's where

the excitement is,
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- In the 30s, the excitement was in Washington.

excitenment is throughout America.
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