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JAMES RILEY DAY PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on November 4, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JAMES RILEY DAY, a 60-year-old resident of Kalispell, pled guilty to being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  Sentencing is set for February 3, 2005, at 10:00 a.m.  DAY is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that DAY was convicted in Montana District Court on July 24, 1992 of criminal endangerment, a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year under the laws of the State of Montana.  DAY violated his parole and was re-sentenced to eight years in prison, with all but two and a half years suspended, on June 23, 1997, in Montana District Court in Billings.


On October 21, 2002, Probation Officer Sandy Van Skyock in the Thompson Falls District Office of the Montana Department of Corrections searched DAY’s vehicle after placing him in custody for providing a false urine analysis sample.  Van Skyock found a Remington Brand bolt-action rifle, Model 745, 30-06 caliber, as well as several rounds of ammunition, in DAY’s vehicle.


DAY faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


This conviction is yet another important outcome from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the United States Department of Justice.  PSN is designed as a partnership between federal and local law enforcement to reduce violent crime and gun-related crime through the vigorous enforcement of the criminal provisions of the federal firearms laws.  In Montana, the effort under PSN is called “Catch and No Release.”
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

