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HILIARY DENISE HART SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on November 4, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, HILIARY DENISE HART, a 19-year-old resident of Browning, appeared for sentencing.  HART was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 2 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Home Arrest: 6 months

! 


Restitution: $1,500


HART was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to threats to destroy property by means of explosives.


On March 26, 2003, a woman was working at the Browning High School.  At approximately 1:27 p.m., on that date, she received a telephone call from an unidentified female caller.  The caller stated there was a bomb located in the school.  The school was evacuated as a result of the threat.


The Bureau of Indian Affairs Chief of Police investigated the threat and interviewed a group of high school students which included HART and a juvenile. The juvenile admitted she made the bomb threat to the Browning High School from a pay telephone located at a convenience store in Browning.


HART admitted that, shortly before the juvenile made the bomb threat, a group of students, including HART discussed making a bomb threat to the high school.  HART admitted she suggested the call should be placed from a pay telephone.  HART admitted that she gave the juvenile fifty cents to telephone the bomb threat to the high school.  HART also provided the telephone number to the high school and told the juvenile to disguise her voice when she made the call.  HART admitted she was present when the telephone call to the high school and made the bomb threat were made.


There was, in fact, no bomb present in the high school.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that HART will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, HART does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Browning.
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