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KEITH RICHARD FAHERTY PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on November 2, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, KEITH RICHARD FAHERTY, a 39-year-old resident of Great Falls, pled guilty to making a machine gun.  Sentencing is set for February 7, 2005, at 3:30 p.m.  FAHERTY is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on December 14, 2003, an arrest warrant and search warrants were executed in connection with FAHERTY’s possession of machine guns.  Upon execution of the arrest warrant and search warrant for his vehicle, the officers located one machine gun inside FAHERTY’s vehicle. 



After waiving his Miranda rights, FAHERTY admitted making and possessing the machine gun in his vehicle.  FAHERTY further admitted making and possessing six more machine guns.  Agents located the additional machine guns upon execution of their search warrant for his residence.  


FAHERTY told the agents that he converted the semi-automatic weapons into fully-automatic weapons himself.  He stated that he converted the machine guns in Cascade County between the fall of 1999 and the spring of 2000.  FAHERTY’s goal in the conversion process was to make the weapons fire multiple rounds of ammunition when he pulled only once on the trigger.


None of the seven machine guns are registered in the National Firearms Registration and Transfer Record. 


FAHERTY faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Great Falls Police Department.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

