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Mr. Chairman, Ladiss and Gentlemen of the 2lst International Sunan School
Cdn&entiog: |

I mﬁst coufess to you at the outset that I.am"atﬁending this Sunday
School Convenfion after much less preééure than Z'attéﬁded Suﬁday'School

in my youth. I was born an Episconalian, and I am a Presbyterian by

Yef i look back oﬁvmy bezinnings with infinite satisi Paction because
+ pelieve that without the weekly trek to Sﬁnday~Schéol I would have been
denied today the great innér joys of life. While I'should have learned
mich mors there, my attendance reécrd Waé:vé%y gbéd. ' One yearvi‘received
the gold award. Frankly, they should hove awarded it'tO‘my'Mbther. Xone
of us quits escapes the teachings received at Mother's knee. Ve all
remember the home and the neizhborhood of our child life. Indelibly stamped
in our character is the influence of religion. It touches us before we
learn the hard facts of life. It reuains with us as the greatest msral
bulwark of our experience.

The world today vitally weeds confereénces devoted to religious educa-
tion. In my opinion no conference is more imporitant, for the world must
rest on the solid foundation of religion. Our trouvle has been that por-
tions of the world have not rested on such foundetion and, in their zeal to
extend their violent ideclogies, have attempted to destroy our ovm. You
remember the parable which is apropos of our present situation: .

"He is like a man which built an house, and digzed deep, and

laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood aross, the
stream beat’ vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it:
for it was founded upoh a rock.

"But he that hearsth, and doeth not, is like a man t;at without
a foundation built an house upon thu sarth; egainst which the
stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the
ruin of that house was sreat," Luke 7: L8 and L9.

J(Over)



tfhile our way of life remains on the roundation rock of religion,

there has been an increasing tendency for - obaner ways of 1ife vo rest

on an entirely diiferent concept. And so today the clear wroblem posed

before mankind is this: Can the peoples of this earth live in world
brotherhoocd? If they cannot, tiaen tie teachings and accomplisiments of

the last two thousand years will be for naught., Our civilizaticn will

disappear in a series of atomic expl os:.ons.

Tever in the annals of tine has the matter boen reduced to such

terrifying simplicity,. It is a2 choice betwesn God and Mammon.

To put it in the language of our day, we must accept and nractice the

teachinss of the Nazarene -~ or elsel
Beflore this *enera‘bz.o‘_, there was still time left from tue arduous
duties of life for experimenis with doubls, for gropings for solutions. The

pulpit sometinmes could lose itself in the subtle points of theology; and

nurerous denominations could afford to engage in stimwlating debate with

each otier on which best implomented the crecio of one faith.

1

We covld and we did, as nations, go to war, History at one point was

werely a record of one war a. ter another, AT cne point a nation was

recorced as losing this war but perhaps it would win the next, hile

.

civilization lowers its standard of living in one decade of mmtual destruc-

tion, it sometlizes raises the standard in the next decade of mutual

4 1,

cooperation, It appears today that we must either live in brotherhood or
we do not live. The atomic homb takes care of that,

Wnat we rmust do is gird our heritage with all of our spiritual

strength, We in America have a great heritage. On firs t thoucht one of

13
the most remarkable thinzs aboub our heritace is that it besins in the

)

corxmunity « in the towns and the cities. 01ld or new, saall or lnrge, each



of our towns has its individual charaeter. Even vhe naues of owr towmns -
English and Freach - Spanish and Indian - fowns named for lords and dukes

and earls = for soldiers, sainbs and sinners, tell of ihes American heritage.

fere the opportunities and challenges of dewocratic citizenship begin -

to foster religious training, provide general education, bhoose ronest,
responsible government, and adjust economic and social differences. As a coue

munibty goes, so goes the nation., The country of honest, resnonsible, pro=-
gressive, religious Communities cannot fail to be a strong, just, Godfearing
Nation. That is what our heritage is based upon.

Y-

Christianity and our democracy are synonymous, Without apslying
Ciristian ideals to democracy there would be no demacracy.

Today we are in a great critical period of human history. Cur enemy,

.

whether inside or outeide our frontiers, is the cnemy of demﬂ racy. And

.

the enémﬁ of democracy it the évowef enerzy of Christianity.’

And so the great task before us now is oh most extraordinary challenge
£o evan;elism since the c¢ays of Paul of Tarsus. It is the task éf making
world brotherhoed a reality,

To meet this test we must have strengbh and well=being as individuals,

o

and as a Nation. As a Uation we must have sufficient md *uar strength
to command the continued respect of our brother nations. lthile our national
strength has grown tﬁrough the wears, tne nbeds have mulxlplﬂe manyAfold.

e must suard zealously our cemocrabic inheritance at home. -We cannot
tale it for granted., Us must cherish and enhance it, must str u;gle for

it. To successfully share our democracy with thv rest of tle uor“u, ve’ need

R

to be st ong ecouom10&17y and sw_r_tuallv at home, ‘e tnﬁt aanc tne bur01mh

of the brave nearts that creaneu ﬁhis Republicy of the ploneers 1m0

extended our houndaries.
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Men and women gave the££~li§es to conceive and defend our great
Aheritage.
| Tﬁé Aﬁefican way of life was born by the q;ashing of armyﬁagéinst
army e amidst death by the bow and arrow, and swamp fever, and the perils
of the wilderness, and all the other hardships incident to the settling of
a new country.

Today our fields and forests, our wel;s and minés, our écientific
developments, have contributed to making this country the most prosperous and
powerful nation in the world, '

As we face the future we must build a’generation of‘young‘Americans
alert to our trdditions, conscious of our world reéponsibili%iesméaware of
 the great gap betweén our scientific and our social deveiopméntuwaware»that
we must f£ind a way to live in peace with the restvéf the world,

It is for us to take up this task in a happy spirit of devout cedica-
tion, The teachings of Christianityr and democracy should become‘a part of
’our everyday life, By Christianity I mean no one particular creed. I mean
all ¢reedé. |

The statistics are shocking e

ﬁifty'percent of our people belong to no church; in one large city,
sixtyaeight pefcent of our children and youths have nb‘contact with religion;
thrée-fdurths of them do not know the Ten Commanamenﬁs,'and two~thirds of
ﬁhaﬁ'number never heard of them, |

The future should find every Sunday school teacheé'a prophet with a
‘imission. We must remember that every step in human progress since the
.cfucifix supplanted the sceptre in Rome, receiﬁéd its ideological impetus from

religion,
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We have not and we cannot separate the teachings of Christianity from
the fundamentals of our form of government,

The words and the spirit of Holy Scripture breathe through every docu~
ment that has‘:made our Nation great.

Loyalty and patriotism to couniry receive a strength and permanence
that come only from God,

The ominous trends and tendencies which I have mentioned can be changed
by men and women of good will, motivated by strong religious faith, who have
love of country in their hearts.

In this hour of great need, we must not fail,

History has no record to equal the role of help and Succor +this Natlon
is now playing to all the world,

It is my feeling that this attitude of being our brotherts keeper came
to us in the principles taught us in Sunday school, and we are now merely
implementing them. Teach a nation true Christianity, and its statesmen will
translate that faith into the words of the Four Freedoms, they will coneeive an
Atlantic Chartér, they will create a United Nations Organization, they will
exercise tireless patience to maintain an enduring peace for peoples everywhere,

Gocd causes need the right kind of leadership and support. All too fre-
quently a good movement fails because its leadership has fallen into wrong
hands. Upon the Church rests the responsibility to furnish leaders, and the
support of its membership, in causes for the common good == social, political
or economic.

I know that the religious leaders of our glorious céuntry'will meet the

challenge in the future, as they have in the past -~ and that the home, the



church, the school v

*ou”noug tﬁe wor%a.

Let us

ER

i

to live, and

'JL_.J_d for the future on

...,-

r—n

help malte-our America a be ttm'

i

and

wat thertvill-do thelr Qaru to so"eai ouy

3 A Rl
the rock of relisio

I‘ ’OJ..LCQ ,
blessings
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