FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION
OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20579

IN THE MATTER OF THE CLAIM OF

, Claim No.CU - 2185
THE NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERSE IN NoW CXLIANS

AS TRUSTEE UNDER WILi, OF EOMOND T, MERILH,
FOR THE BENEFIT OF MARIETTA PAULA MERILH Decision No.CU 1741

Under the International Claims Settlement
Act of 1949. as amended

Counsel for claimant: Philip Gensler, Esq.

fRu‘,ODLH TESTSTCN

This claim against the Govermment of Cuba, filed under Title V of
the Internaticnal Claims Settiement Act of 1949, as amended, in the amount

of $1,347.09, was presentsd by THT NATICNAL BANK OF CCMERCE IN NEW

CRLEANS AS TRUSTEE UNDER WIll ¢F EIMOND L, MERILH FOR THE BENEFIT OF
MARIETTA PAULA MERITH and is based upon an aSSeréed interest in three
bonds issued by the Association of the Religinus Community of The
Company of Jesus of Bethlehem Ccllege in Havana, Cuba. The late
Edmond L. Merilh is stated to ndve beer a Tnited States national on

April 4, 1964, the asserted date of his death, Marietta Pacla Merilh

states that she has Bezen a United States naticnal since her birth.

Under Title V of the internsticmal Claim Settlement Act of 1949
[78 Stat. 1110 (1964), 22 U.5.C. §§1643-1643k (1964), as amended, 79
Stat. 988 (1965)], the Commiszsica is given jurisdiction over claims
of nationals of the United States ageinst the Governmsnt of Cuba. Sec-
tion 503(a) of the Act provides that the Commission shall receive and
determine in accordance with applicable substantive law, including
international law, the amount and validity of claims by nationals of
the United States against the Government of Cuba arising since Jan-

uary 1, 1959 for
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Section 502(3) of the Act provides:
The term 'property' means any property,right,or
interest including any leasehold intersst, and
debts owed by the Government of Cuba or by enter-
prises which have besn nativcnalized, expropriated,
intervened, or taken by the Government cf Cuba and
debts which are a charge ovn property which has
been natiocnalized, expropriated, intervened, or
taken by the Goverument of Cuba.

Section 504 of the Act provides, as to cwazrship of claims, that

ghall not be considered under section 503(a)

of this title unless the property o2 which the claim
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indirectly by a national of the United States on the
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Although counsel has since corresponded with the Commission, no evidence

T

has been submitted,
The Commission finds that claimant has not met the burden of proof in

that it has failed to establish cwnership by a national or natiopals of the
.nited States, of rights and interests iz property which was nationalized,

expropriated or otherwise taken by the Government of Cuba. Accordingly, this

claim is hereby denied. The Commission desms it unpscessary to make deter-

minations with respect to other elements of the claim,

Dated at Washington, D. C.,

and entered as the Proposed
Decision of the Commiszsion

APR 24 1968
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Leonard v. B, Sutton, Chairman
%ﬂ//f‘(%&

. Theodore Jaffe, CommlSsionar '
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NOTICE: Pursuant to the Regulations of the Commission, if no objections
are filed within 15 days after service or receipt of notice of this Pro-
sed Decision, the decision will be entered as the Final Decision of the
- ission upon the expiration of 30 days after such service or receipt
Of notice, unless the Commission otherwise orders. (FCSC Reg., 45 C,F.R.
531.5(e) and (g) as amended, 32 Fed. Reg. 412-13 (1967).)
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