MAY 171974

Hr. P. 4. Zsapanis

ity Attorney

2650 Washington Avenus
dewport Sews, Virgiails 236087

Lear ¥Mr. Yeapanis:

Thisx iz in refereace to Grdinance Ho. 1844
of the Tzde of the ity of Rawport lews vhich
readdressas feur polling places and sctuzlly
changes the polling place for Zeabigh Uiscrsicr,
submitted te the Attomey Gewascal pursuaat teo
.ecticna 5 of the “uting Rights Act of L%85.

Your submlssion wia recelved on March L8, 1674,

The Attorney Ceneral does nut interpese say
cbjection to the four polling places vocelviag ocaly
aew a2ddress designations and lavelving no actusi
relocstlions,

flewaver, we have carefully considered the
submitted change of polling pluce from the Courthouse
to the A, ¢. Nelsoan tlemeatary tehool along with
supporting waterial as well as faformatiocna recelved
frem private citizensz. The total of the information
aveilable te us includes aumerous comoents ohjecting
to the polling plsce relocation because onf the in-
cenvenleace of the lacreased distania from the




sredominantly black ares morth of Ferwlck Zoulevaxd
in the Denbigh tistriet thal sach 2 move vspreseats.
Theze oblections 1ddrazs. allegstions that sush an ia-
convenionue smounts €5 2 sigaifivenz, potential
fapalrment of the excrcise of the Fraachize to the
spacial detriment of rhe districrts Biack votars,
Hoyeever, tug to the inczeased distinmce blask viters
vould have to trivsl to the asw polling slace cowpled
with the fa¢f thet there 1z ao pablic tr;nspertatian
to the school ares, this move presents s slznifics

A0a vonecersary hardshipy for black voterz who wvuld
rely oa public traspostatica, 23 with the former
palling place, foreazh the aev location.

daction 3 of the Voring Rights Act allews the
inplementatica of chauges such a3 those hare Involved
if tha Uanited :tates District Lourt {or the District
of Colwmbls or the Attomey Gensral dstemmises that
suzh chunges do ot have & txcially discedninstory

parpose or effest., As provided im sectiem 51.1% of the

Attorney Generil's procedural gzuidelinas (28 C,.0.&.
51.19), tha subsitting suthority hse the burden of
srocf in such matters., While we heve weighed carefully
all tha information before us, we csanct conclude that
tha polling place change to the . C. ¥elsom Zlementary

achool will ast hBave the effsct of deaying or abridgin°

the vizht to vote on aceoumt of race or color.

woaseguently, on behalf of the Attvrpey (egexal 1
sk iatexrpose sn chjection to thiz pnlliag aloee
ng .




Uy sourse, & provided by cection 3 of che
Vating iights Azt, yeo hsve the right to ziesk a
dezlazstory judgment from the imited . tates {lskrict

surt for the Uiscrint of (clumbis ther the olling
vloce ohange acither has the puravse oov will huve

the elfifact of deaylag or abrldgliag the rigut o wote
s recownt o race, However, uatll onpd uaiess such
A judgmeat Lsi obivined, this polling st:cs chaage

remains uamniorcenshie,

sincerxely,

J. STANLEY NTITHGER
Assistant Atterney Geueral
Lindl aights Sivisiea




