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Dear M r .  Snyder: 

Th i s  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  four po l l ing  p lace  and t h e  absentee 
vot ing  l o c a t i o n  changes f o r  t h e  Wilmer-Hutchins Independent 
School D i s t r i c t  i n  Dal las  County, Texas, submitted t o  t h e  
Attorney General pursuant t o  Sect ion 5 of t h e  Voting Rights  
Act of 1965, a s  amended, 42 U.S.C. 1973c. We received your 
submission on March 15, 1984. Although w e  were unable t o  
complete our eva lua t ion  by March 22, 1984, as you requested,  
we have expedited our cons idera t ion  of your submission t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  pursuant t o  t h e  Procedures f o r  t h e  Adminis- 
t r a t i o n  o f  Sec t ion  5 (28 C.F.R. 51.32). 

W e  have considered c a r e f u l l y  t h e  information you have 
provided, a s  wel l  a s  comments and information provided by 
o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s .  A t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  w e  no te  t h a t  t h e  
g r e a t e r  por t ion  of t h e  school d i s t r i c t ' s  population r e s i d e s  
i n  t h e  nor thern  p a r t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  which i s  a p a r t  of t h e  
C i ty  of Dal las  and is  predominantly black.  Under t h e  e x i s t i n g  
arrangement, t h e r e  a r e  two school d i s t r i c t  po l l ing  p laces  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  (along with t h e  absentee p o l l i n g  place) and one i n  
t h e  l e s s  populated southern por t ion  of the  d i s t r i c t  which 
con ta ins  t h e  C i t i e s  of W i l m e r ,  Hutchins, and Lancaster and 
i s  predominantly white.  

The proposed changes would e s t a b l i s h  new po l l ing  
p laces  i n  t h e  C i t i e s  of  W i l m e r ,  Hutchins, and Lancaster ( i n  
t h e  southern por t ion  of t h e  d i s t r i c t )  while abol i sh ing  one of 
t h e  two p o l l i n g  p laces  now e x i s t i n g  i n  Dallas i n  t h e  northern 
p o r t i o n  of  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and t h e  absentee vot ing  l o c a t i o n  
would be  moved from t h e  nor thern  t o  t h e  southern por t ion  of 
t h e  d i s t r i c t .  I n  add i t ion ,  t h e  school d i s t r i c t  has arranged 
t o  have i t s  proposed p o l l i n g  places i n  Wilmer and Hutchins 
combined wi th  po l l ing  p laces  being used f o r  c i t y  e l e c t i o n s  
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which a r e  being he ld  on t h e  same day but t h e  d i s t r i c t  has  
decl ined t o  p u s u e  s i m i l a r  arrangements f o r  Ci ty  o f  Dallas 
r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  school d i s t r i c t  where c i t y  e l e c t i o n s  a l s o  are 
being he ld  on the  same day. Thus, our  information i n d i c a t e s  
that not only would the school district be moving p o l l i n g  
p laces  out of the  black community (where t h e  g r e a t e r  propor t ion  
OF che d i s c r i c c ' s  population res ides )  and i n t o  the iess 
populated white a r e a s  ( W i l m e r ,  Hutchins, and Lancaster)  , i t  
would a 1  so be confer r ing  on white vo te r s  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
advantage of consol idated vot ing loca t ions  f o r  c i t y  e l e c t i o n s  
and denying t h e  b lack  vo te r s  a s i m i l a r  opportunity.  

The school d i s t r i c t  has  not  provided any c r e d i b l e  
reasons,  unre la ted  t o  r a c e ,  f o r  i t s  decrease i n  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  
t h a t  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  predominantly b lack  and more 
heav i ly  populated nor thern  port ion of the  d i s t r i c t  nor f o r  i t s  
f a i l u r e  t o  seek t h e  use of Dal las  c i t y  po l l ing  p laces  f o r  i t s  
e l e c t i o n .  This e s p e c i a l l y  concerns us  because we understand 
t h a t  recent  e f f o r t s  by b lacks  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  resolve  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  have been r e j e c t e d  by t h e  school board d e s p i t e  t h e  
expressed wi l l ingness  of t h e  City of  Dal las  t o  coordinate  
p o l l i n g  place l o c a t i o n s  with t h e  Wilmer-Hutchine School 
D i s t r i c t .  No s a t i s f a c t o r y  explanat ion has been provided as 
t o  why t h e  school board re fuses  t o  accommodate t h e  b lack  
community's d e s i r e  t o  vote  i n  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  f o r  both c i t y  
and school e l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  same manner t h a t  it accommodated 
t h e  l a r g e l y  white e l e c t o r a t e  i n  t h e  Cities of Wilmer and 
Hutchins. 

Under Sect ion  5 of t h e  Voting Rights  Act, t h e  submitt ing 
a u t h o r i t y  has t h e  burden of showing t h a t  a submitted change 
does not have t h e  purpose and w i l l  no t  have t h e  e f f e c t  of 
denying o r  abr idging  t h e  r i g h t  t o  vote  on account of r ace  o r  
co lo r .  See Geor i a  v.  United S t a t e s ,  411 U.S. 526 (1973); s e e  
a l s o  28 C.F.&9(e)). In l i g h t  of t h e  circumstances d i s -  
cussed above, I cannot conclude, a s  I must under t h e  Voting 
Rights  Act, t h a t  t h a t  burden has  been sus ta ined  i n  t h i s  ins t ance .  
Therefore,  on behalf  of t h e  Attorney General, I must ob jec t  t o  
t h e  proposed p o l l i n g  p lace  and absentee vot ing  l o c a t i o n  changes. 



Of course,  a s  provided by Sec t ion  5 of t h e  Voting Rights  
A c t ,  you have the  r i g h t  t o  seek a dec la ra to ry  judgment from t h e  
United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court f o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia t h a t  
tnese  cnanges have n e i t h e r  t h e  purpose nor  w i l l  nave t h e  e f f e c t  
s f  denytng or abridging the rfght to vote  an account of race o r  
c o l o r .  In  add i t ion ,  Sec t ion  51.44 of t h e  guide l ines  permits 
you t o  r eques t  t h a t  t h e  Attorney General reconsider  t h e  
ob jec t ion .  However, u n t i l  t h e  ob jec t ion  i s  withdrawn o r  a 
judgment from t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Court i s  obtained,  t h e  
e f f e c t  of t h e  ob jec t ton  by t h e  Attorney General i s  t o  make 
t h e  proposed p o l l i n g  p lace  and absentee vot ing l o c a t i o n  changes 
l e g a l l y  unenforceable.  28 C.F.R. 51.9. 

To enable t h i s  Department t o  meet i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  enforce  t h e  Voting Rights  Act, p l ease  inform us of t h e  
course of a c t i o n  t h e  Wilmer-Hutchins Independent School D i s t r i c t  
plans t o  t a k e  with r e spec t  t o  t h i s  matter.  I f  you have any 
ques t ions ,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  Carl  W. Gabel (202-724-8388), 
Direc tor  of t h e  Sect ion  5 Uni t  of t h e  Voting Section. 

S incere ly ,  

Ass i s t an t  ~ttorneywGeneral 
C i v i l  R igh t s  Division 


