
Bcnorable  T. L. H a n i l l e  
J i n ;  'rlells County Judge 
200 North Filmorid S t ree t  
-*dice, Texas 7 8 3 3 2  

D e a r  Judge h s n r i l i e  : 

T h i s  is i n  referezcf to the  ~eb=ary, '1980,  redis-
tricting plan for J i m  Wells County, Texas, submitted to the  
Attorney G e n e r a l  pursuant to Section 5 of the Voting R i g n t s  
A c t  of 1965, as amended. Y o u r  subnission was complete6 on 
J m o  13, 1980. 

Ye have ana lyzed  c a r e f u l l y  tne msterials contained in 
your submission, data obta ined from the Suresu of the Census 
and cornments froz cther i n t e r e s t e d  persons. Our analyeis 
reveals t h a t  while the proposed plan sdequately deals w i t h  
some of the concerns we had in the previously submitie2 pian, 
the p l m  continues to d i l u t e  the vo t ing  swength of the 
minori ty concen t ra t ion  that ex ie t s  in the southern portion 
of the C i t y  of Alice by d i s t r i b u t i n g  those voters among ell  
four commis~ionerprecincts. On the  other hand, it appears 
that a number of plans  were available to M e  Commissioners 
C o u r t  that would not have had t h a t  effect. The adoption of 
a plan t h a t  would m s fntafn Ysxican-American voting s t reng th  
at a n i n i m u ~level, where ~lternativeoptions waul& provide 
a fairer chance fo r  minority represantation, i~ relevant to 
'.the question of ari impermissible racial purpose in its 
a d c ~ t i o n(see Wiljces Countx v. United States, 450 F. Supp. 
1171 (D.D.C. 1978), aff'b 439 U . 6 .  399; aee also, 28 C.F.R.  
51.13);, particularly w h e r ~ ,es here, the plan was drawn 
xitl-;no significant i n p u t  frorti the affected minorft y  group. 



- - C s d s r  Sccticn 2 ,i.,~ +the ~ ~ ~ i t i t t l n gcr t he  \?o-;- ?-ights A c t  

a u t l ~ o r i t - yhas t h e  buraen of prsving t h a t  a su5nitte6 change 
has no discrirLnztory ?axpose or ezfect. See, e .u . ,  Georsia v.  
U z i t e d  States, 411 U.S. 526  (1973); 28 C . F . 2 ,  51.19. In iiant 
of t h e  c o r i s i ~ e r e t i o n s isc cussed above, i cannot conclude, as 
I EUEL under t h e  Votincj Z i g h t ~A c t ,  t h a t  t h a t  burden has been 
s u s - k i n e d  in this i n ~ t ~ ~ c e .T h e r e f o r e ,  on behalf of t h e  
; - t torney General, I ncst object to the submitted chmge.  

Of CG-L-se, as provide2 by Sec t ion  5 of the V o t i n g  Xights 
Act, yoc bave r i g h t  to seek e declaratory j u d p e n t  frox the 
D r i i t e . 5  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  for the D i s t r i c t  of Colmrhia t h a t  
A L ;  ,..,.,,, change n e i ~ h e rhas purpcse nor will have the  effect of 
derlying or abrieglnc t h e  r iqht t o  vote on accomt of race, color, 
or menbsrship in a isnguage r; , inority group. in addition, 
Procedures f o r  the  Ac?iiLinistrationof Section 5 (26 C.F.R. 51-21( L )  
and ( c ), 51.23, sr,c 51,243 pem.it yox to r e q e s t  the A t t ~ ~ s y  
General t o  recons ider  t h e  okjectfon. Hgwever ,  u n t i l  &the objec-
t i o n  i s  withdrawn or the ju i ipent  f r o m  the District of C o l w b i a  
Court gb ta ined ,  the effect of t h e  ob jec t ion  by the Attorney 
Generai is to make the redistricting plsn  for J i n - 1  Wells County, 
Texas, leg~llyunenforceabie. 

To ensble +this Department to meet its responsibility t o  
enforcz the Vcting Rights A c t ,  please inform us w i t h i n  twenty 
cays of your receipt of t h i s  le t te r  of t h e  course of ac t ion  
'the J i m  Wells County Corr~~~ssionersCourt plans to take with 
respect to this mstter. If you have m y  q ~ e s t i o n s  concerning 
t h i s  Letter, please fsel free to call 14s. Elda Gordon (202-0 
724-7403) of our s t a f f ,  who has been assigned t o  handle this 
submission .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

JkSCS P. TURNEP. 
A c t i n g  Assistant At torney  General 

Civil Rights Division 


