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lionorable %W. L. Harvillc
Jim Wells County Judge
Post Office Lrawer 208
Nlice, ‘exas 833«

bear Judge Harville:

“hls 4¢ in refercunce to whe proposed raedistricting phian
for Jin Welles County, “exas, cubmitied to the Attornoy
General pursuant to Scction 5 of the Voiing kights Act of
1965, asz anendcd.  Your submizsgion vas rocelved on tecombor 1l
197¢ and additional information was racoived on Jaauaary 2, 19¢
Althougii we were unable to complete our cvaluation hw
January 15, 1980 as vou rocquastad, we have oxpedited ouw
consideration of vouwr subriszsion to thae axtoent possible
puarsuant to the srocedural guidelines for the administration
of Section 5 (<8 C.¥.l. Seection 51.22).

Vi have analyzed carefuvltly che matorial containoed dn
your swxnisgion, data obtained from the Buraau of the Ceasus,
and commaents froim other intercested persons. As explained to
Mra, Villareal on Jonuary 15, 1980, and o von on Januaxry
LG, 1900, we found Jiscrepancics in the data furnizihad on
your sunmary cliarts end on the naps for ithe City of Alice
with repect <o the Cansus Sraneration districts contained
within promosed comuwinsioner Pcoocinet One.  ouriad her toele-
phone conversation with Nlda Gordon of wy stafs, lirs.
Villarceel confimed tirat, despite the incongruity reflactaod
in tie sumary charis, tie County Commission is sunmitiing
ithie nlan as deplicted o the maps provided in the sumission
Lo the Ittorney Gencral. Ve have, therefore, reviewed your
subnission with this understanding,
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In light of the inferunce of racial polecvization among
volters that onergaa fron our rmeview of the olecticn reluras
vou provided, we {ind that thwe proposed plan las the potential
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of diluting the minority voting strength that has only
recancly haqun to e raalised in noversl larecly exicas-amarican
votiny preclincts, winlcih: nave Lenn distrilbuted anone Al four
Comminsioner Precincts., AHlthough the informatdicn vou Lave
gubralttad is in larda wmeesure anbigusus and confuging, it
appaears that tha pronoscd rlan cealistically violds only

one digtrict from widlch a Moxican-Muarican may ha elacted

and dlst;nguizhoc that distrlcet as ona tiwat da over-iponrulated
anid of Xittle practical significance in wview of the pauvcity of
soad niLleage and budget funds a2llocated o it. #lso, saveral
nenbaers ¢f ehie ndnoriiy communiiy have »xpresu-& concern abhout
thie conspicuouz lack of input from integested menisors of 4ho
minor;t" cormrmunity, including the current Moxicen-Ancrican
cormmd '”lOﬂOl, in the dovelornent of che dlan and that exicas-
Lnexicans in Jiw Vells Ccunty, and o5p ‘iwily those / ¢ Tesdde
in the arca nows au Wncho Alegre, nay be sdeniod effcotiva
and rosmonsive represontation on the Commniocsioners Louru
througli the lwplanentation of @ plan that lacos tlhat areda
vitnin bbi&ludLOﬂcr Procinct Whree. Thus the iamplemontation
i this proposed pian would arsear Lo bo retroarassiva under
the standand of'?;fiq:{ ve lindted Shatoe, 435 U.os. 130, 141 (An87e).
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Uadar Swetion 9 of tha Voting fights aet the subnitting
authority iias the murdon 0f vwroving that a sunmlttod cuanqc

has no ddiscrimipatory purposo or effect. Ono, e.¢ ugorqmu V.
L}I‘.i.’.t'rocfi ikates, AL U.R. 326 {33973): 48 ILY.R. B 19 T

light Of the considGerations Giscussed aove, [ camot conciwia,
-a T

I st mdgexr che YVoting GAights Acth, that that burden has
an sustainod in thic Lascance.  Accordiagly, on buhalf of
The Antorncey General, Ionust object to the nroposed plan,

OF course, as wrovided Ly 3action 5 of the voting idglhitn
ACt you have the Tigat To scen o declaratory judmaent fron
the united States cintriect Court for whe Niririct of Colwnbia
that this chande has neither the purposs nor will have the
cffect of denying or abridging the right to vote on acuouut
©f race, color, ur naberInip in a languuss minority grour.
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whe Jim Welly Jounty Commaicsioners
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for Jim Wells C ounnty
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I{ vou have any questions concaraing

all Hlda Gordon (H02-«~%324-
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