
TGa sitvan cazt").crs of tke, 3oarc.1OE t(;rt:,s'i~~a six-K ~ ~ ? J G  

p a r  .kcmas, w i t h  tfio or thrc'3 i ; q ~ i t b n sC fLle.2 @very  t w l i  
years. 21s 02 r.;crva;lJwr 5, 1372, ncllooi tn,,.isteoe;'lwtic~t\s 
wcra ha24 on tl:o Eirsl; S~kturdz:~in Oc.t;o2:(3z. c 2 orid-11\uxi7urr:d 
yair:3. Yhcj legal effect QZ :ilouso D'J312 275 ( 2 3 7 5 ) ,  uac to 
a j ~ l r ' t.L~AQclectiorl  date t~ khc first Ynosdny a3'i.e~thc: 2 i rak  
3bndsy in Ilovcmbcr of oGd-nv~&orebyoars,  Zcfoxcl, *d~esck;crol 
trsjrtcciea ha3 a;t occasfon for 11olct;Lrsgail cloc'iicn o ; ~tltc: zevl 
oj loction data,  -tim ;r~y.ialaturo~nautodfiaxza a i l i  343 (1!3'?7),
\?hr;icfa cpve tha scZ.4001 tmoicca aiocralior. tc chozrr;fi firiron 
;r,wny focr possible oloction dates, ir;;iclucliny L?e iiovanb~r 
iincc up~ciffedby Ifsruc,c J333.1 275. Firr.;'uzrrt t r : l  I:ouoe Z i l :  oS43, 
tho cck~oolCrusless cham tila thin2 Sz"cw=day in J e x ~ s i .@P 
cvcgi-nurArtred yaaro as ale olaction date. 

.Ichange or'olclction dzta i s  ~ u b j c c tfstko :xc;l;luararzcs 
rcqtzirc'mnk of Section 5 of tIlO Vgking Rights E,ct=. 7 ? i 1 ~I C ~ C ! ~ C L O ~  

trrtrstcoae sih\iosicn of tlro choice of tfic J b x i ~ ~ r y  lf!ii3c~.c~_?.c 
rceei7~cdby ths i ~ t t ~ r - ~ yG~rrcrc'tlon :IOVG&GZ zlj, 197'1. ::c:cc 

cc :  P u b l i c  F i l e  



/
. 	ii-ifonia.t=io:1t r i t h  rcsl,cct to tknt s-anission was requcstcci on 
S~mtiary20 and roccfved on February 28, 1270, alld an objection 
t .~i thres;?ect to the choice of the  January cintc was in.tcrl3osec? 
on 1,iay 1, 1978. Following a request fo r  reconsideration 
receivad on July 3, 1973, I deolined, on Septsnher 1, 1973, 
to tritl-idraw the objection. 

In brief ,  31c basin f o r  the objaction Tias t h a t  blac? 
ancl f"l~xica-~Ameriazu avoters In lIarrib County v~oulr2trava 
lossor o p ~ r t u n i t yto part ic ipnto I n  school trustee elcc--
tioner if those clcctions wsrc held in January, v7hen thorc 
woulG ganorally he fowex oppartunitioo for jo in t  alacCioi~s 
in tlrfino wl~oronost black and lslcxican-Anorican voters roaiilc; 
thcn if those alcctions wsrc hcld in November, when they 
could bc~hold jointly w i t h  elections o f  the C i t y  of TIouston 
and of  *a IIouston Independent School District and t r i t h  
c:onstitutioizal a n ~ n b e n telections. Although t l ~ eroquixed 
fodcral preclearance had not boon obtained, the school 
.t;rur;tae eloction waa conauctcd on January 21, 137s. 

Your nui,rOisoion t v i t h  respect to the proponed
J n n u a q  19, 1980, election indicates no changes in aircun-
s t a ~ c c sthat could provi.de a basis for the krithdrirwal of 
tho objection to tho choice of tho Zanuary election date. 
14a note that, according to your submiosion, in the arca 
that comprirco tile Iioustor? Independant School District, 
only 25 polling places aro  sciiaduled to ha used on January 19, 
1980, although this arca contains 275 Harris County voting 
precincts. Since the s a n e  adverse eZEcct on d n o r i t y  voters 
that Icd to our: previous objection would be expected to a ~ a i n  
poculiurly disa0vantage minority voters, were the olcction 
held on Janaury 13, 1980, on behalf or' tile Attorney Gcnoral 
I must again object to the county school trustees' choice of 
aloction dato. 

The combinad sffoct of Ilouse Dill 275 (3975) and the 
objections under: Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act i s  tl1la.t: 
the legal election date for tho election hcld on January 21, 
1978, was Z4ov&cr 8 ,  1977, and that the legal election Gate 
for tho eloction scheduled to be hold on January 19, 1530, 
+;as ;:wanbor 6, 1979. Decaune the  two Legal s l a c t i o ~ ~datos 
are no longer available for use, we believe that  t he  most 
adeyuata remedy fo r  the school tructeeov failura ta conply 
w i U z  Scction 5 ia for new elections to be huld in conju~c-
tion with the primary elections of May, 1980, at which time 



all seats f i l l ed  in Jaiu=y, 1379 and .those tha t  vwerc to 
be f i l l e d  in Jar~uary,1360 trould be open for  e lect ion to 
fill idlo seats for the r a a i n d a r  of :tlreix terms. Any
conflict w i t h  s t a t e  law m y  be resslved through ,aconsent 
dacrco filoii in a Section 5 cnCorcunant aation in federal 
d i s t x i c t  court .  in31 future elections would be held in 
I.iovcahx, unless and u n t i l  an altornativc data is proclearecl 
P'=, sucmt 4s Saction 5. 

'A'O anahlo uu to c x r y  auk our rospoosibif iey to 

CSI~OZCC the Voting ni5hts A c t ,  please lei: us kaow h-m-

diatoly whoaoc the county school trustees accept tlria 

~ X O ~ > O S U ~scE~cduloof clsctions. 

O r  courso, au provided by S e c t i ~ n5 of  tho  Vothg 
1ugl-r';~l i c k ,  you 1-bwo right: to sock n daclaratory judg-
want fmri tlia United States District Court for the O i a i x i c t  
o f  Columbia that W l e  county school kructeesl choice of 
ctloction data has neitl~orti1o purpooo nor the offoct of 
clerryhrg or abridging tho r i g h t  to vote on account of race, 
color, or mnbcrshfp in a languago miilority frou up. 

LZ you 11ave any quastioils concorning the ma4ztczs 

discussad in this latter, ploaac do not hesitatc to 

3Lolopl~onoVoting Soation Attornay David I i W C O r ,  at 202--

726-'ilU3. 

1 

Sincerely, 

I 
DPZW 5 .  DAYS IIX 

dicsistant Zittorncy Gcncral 
Civil  Rights Division 


