
Knox W. Aokias, Esq* 

C i t y  Atternary 

Poat Office Box 1115 

Is PO-? Texas 77571 

mar Mr. Askinfa: 

This i r r  in  refaxenee to the revisions of the Rome 

Rule Cbcutar far ths C i t y  of La Porte, Harris c o ~ e y ,Texaa, 

tm w v i &  f e ~  staggered terms
a Q C ) M C ~ ~aleated to three-year

w f t h  a majority-wte raquir-nt from four single-rneraber

dfrtricrtr and Wea~desfgnated at-large posts, and the 

rpportiol~w6ntgXaa far the four single-member Bietsictrrr, 

s m t t e d  to the Attorney Oaneral pursuant to Secrtfon 5 of 

the tlrotfng fights Aat of 1965, am amended4 Your subnrfsaion 

of the uhartsr revisions warr completed on Novsarber 1, 1979,

and your mbdoslton of  t h  apportionment plan #as received 

on Ootabsr 30, 1979. 


VnrOsrr Seotion 5, the C i t y  of La Porte has the burdien 
of proving that the pepmad elactoral erystem dees not represent 
a mttegreh8~b~b the p o 6 i t h  of e iWer  the black or Spanish-
languags reaidentr of #a aity, and thr+ it does not twanogrtsss
conutitutioxml lintits with reapeat to either group. See B-r v. 
United SOates, 425 U.S.  150 (1976). See also 28 C.F.R.  5cm. 
Under Whita v. Rm ester, 412 U.S. 755,  766 (1973), to prove+thrs ~ ~ - u t i 6 9  ty of i t d l  syataun the city must prove that 
th6 electoral system f a  equally open to black, Spanish-language

arnd white ~ ~ t e z 8 ,and that each group has a fair opportunity 

to elect cand&datesof f t a  choice. 

We ham giwn aareful eancrfdtwation to the infarmcr-
t b n  you have prodded aa wall as to acmmmttr and i n f o m t $ ~ n  
provided by othar interested parties. In addition to ather 
evldetle of a geaeral gattena of racially polarized voting 
in La Ports, wls have noted particularly the fact that, in spite  
of a nrrmbar of black candidaaien, no blaok person has ever won 
election to the Is Po- mmioipal governing body. We have been 
presented w i t h  and have considered hfowmation evidencing a lack 

cc:  Public F i l e  



of t @ ~ ~ % i - a rm tb p a t  o f  alaot4H5 ofbiclalrs ka t5.4 -3s 
ebf the b b c l  o a a ~ ~ ~ ~ n i h y ;  saoiamcmmdc mnditioas in&a~r+arrd 
the b1acR at-fty whiab stake psrticipatb~ia the ~.o3itieal 
pz'~ess%Uf%maltr of mjartty-vum m a 3an4 t b  pytt1~1~01, de-
rigzrrrtwi-plost raqoimitr  fez ~ i c f p a laleutions. 

On tlm baufs o i  apr rev&ao~,it ~%OQ)Onet uppear tihat 

the 8ytt.# adQptet3 by the aity uwz%do f f a r  BXiak -.Pars a 

f a i r  oplsortt3nfe to caLeat rcprasantrtivem sf their chakce. 

A t  t l ~  C W *  thR Q ~ & Y&AS ~ e j - t & d  13 k#i~=tiW%Q W t a S  

orhi& wWd atfer ruoh an egf~artmity. For rx&mls, a;m: 

d y s b  8lmwm that an aXterat1ori of 4istri~tf h e a  under 

the ~ p m m u lfour rfng3e-a~mb~~ to
B i u t r i ~ tsrystrsrrs so aa 

amid tha e a b h a t h  at I t b  r&du&yseprrata$ naQ Bfrsidlar 

HesUmUla rs8 raixamat PUT& arrrrr coeZd ~oc3'ues~8 b'ifrtxict,

irs w h k t h  WBmberftp p@p&irrtfpn w'ttld IMJ
aubstantfis13y

:! 1-w athat 09 d i % t + & ~ t  ~ U b d t t b dp l l ~ ~ .$23 

UhilrrZy, N ~ Lnota *a(: a p f m  ~t aiX m%.w~fa-mmhrdistrS&a 

was pnneatml to tha @Sty wbfch. prew58wI far QILQ diatriet  

izJ, d d c r b  b 3 . e  ntsd Spuaf&-Znr,4sj.g@ mt9rt mufd fern a 

~lcj-iky ef S? p.sa+rr;h, md oar a v ~ sredot#bas mvQafad %!lait 

a &Igni fhut ly  faxqbt mafuzfty (mar 62 proeat) a u ~3m 


ondu rradr a pzra w i t b i t  m y  xamft ta ~&+r tL&n  
o f  dS&O?%ty--o-Q*. YbD S&&&EZ~%= by C i t y  of 
r ~ ;Poxf;r o i  8 ry8tclP Woh wM&b m a i n  fslask wt*itsq rtxmqth 
at a mi- Swrrl, rihu, a-tiwe aptlms w ~ a l c !  ~ z ~ f b ~  
s fair aSurrusr fa* bXa& mpzwentat4t&ua, is m%wrcotto khe 
qmirtieaa af m hpemwbltftjlr rrcfrtl pwll;l9.min itro adeption. 
6- w i l t s  -tq r. @it& 56&*-, &SO bupp. 2.171 
(2. bZ-9~. 

Ul ldcr  Me cbmmstmma va a m  ttaaBLm asae ~ ~ n d l a d e ,  

ws #srt txrtrkr &, ofrat the c-huzgea would not batpa a 

rrehXly d i s c s ~ + a mp9+goura ar aqf~cat. A.am~dfnqly,f 

-st, an bhult OF tSU) lit- Gmaral, htezpaae an bbjec-

tion tm W#r ahstar rapirabna and tm i.ha pxegmred appertiofi-

M t  pmk. 


bf croorrs, u pxwfb+d by dgstiola S of L%aQeting

Mghm mt -a Us the rkaht  te s w k  a &cL8rrt@rpja@-

-k from +krb 6Jh-sD%llt1cf~t;C-t e).M D L l t ~ h t  

af C o ~ ~ S r  bum neikMm the pntraaa nor
&hat t b m  a-8 

wfLZ brrrr t b ~rfi- at d41ltffnp or tbt58qimg t h t  right ta 

m.k UA -t ~f m61, 4 6 1 0 ~ aOr -?tip h JL fatlmkqis

a d r fty gertilp. Tr;r abbiklan, t& Proeeduraru fax the A8!frrlrr-





