
7 DEC 1979 

!.d-kis is j.n reEnroncc! to r r i t t i c  of 
:.'c~r,;mir;r;la:~cr ,?usticc of the  I'aace mr? <:onr,t,&,lt? i3j.st;ric.L$: 
b y  the f::ilu?ty af: ?,'isscosa, 'ircxas, recaivacl 1.y un on 
!:l.~cc;rhcr:3 1376, for t n s  i~k-.tOrnoyGzr~eraL's connfGerstion 
i:~rirt3unnt to Z(tct iort  5 of the Vok-,f.ntr !?iyc?~'cs ?tct c?P -365, as 
ivicnci~ci. 

G t l u  re-ards inclicatft thak, to i .L:~tc?, i:Bc au!x?is:;sion 
of khcnc chanqesr Elnn not 2 ~ x 1calulplc:tcC in w j 4 . t ~  0-4 onr 

r C!,cttr:.rr; ilated ;I"?;.tuary .iv, 3377, and 9?..1z3ust 11, 1377, i n  
o f i s i ch  \is rec$~~oate&ir ,%o~:;a t ionm3 claxificn"luii n e c c i ~ ~ w ~ r  
.LO c~x!:?lateour revicw. (Capios 0 5  our lett~rsara ntcaci~ei?.) 
: : ,ccificnlly,  mnt re ra  to o~zrincyt1Fric.s concorninq tfza 
i-:?i.!oqriti;h:.r ol: titc coii1l.6~81 tllc i?iec=rfi;:cu~cyoncrs ' prqcinc.tn, 
~-:c'iail.e?.in question i3-I, of our W t z c ~ ~ s t4 	 11, 1977 letter aul: 
...-. - rest;lts of elccticns in whic?; n ~ i n o r i t ycaGidatos  part5.-.,:i(2 

ci~;~ated(r;uostio:: L;o. 3 ,  le t te r  dated ;Tfutuar; 2 6 ,  1377) 
t?ould have eaabled us to evaluate tllc proposer1 ?la? on its 
oibrn iilerits, as well as corcpare it to the pre-existing 
ciistricts, m.d r?ouli! have allowed u3 to stu2y the V O ~ ~ I I C J  
.-:al;terrir;Li Zltascose County in order .L;Q assess the er'fect1. 

of the submitted plan on miwrity voters. Fafitrre of fAe 
{ : C J I L T ~ ~  us toto provide this Anfornation has cot allo's~ed 
iiiz;cIiargc t h i s  reaponsfhi1ity. 

U c i i e r  Sactioia 5 of tho  t 7 c t i ~ g  :kt the submfttinqi i i ~ l ~ t ~  
autilurity hac tha burden of proving that a rrukmftted 	 C ~ E E I ~ C  

Ccercrj.a vBas no discriminatory purcdse or affccl .  See, a.q. , .-
t ' l r i t e r l  States, 411 U . S .  5-26 (1973); 2C C.F.R. Xi7~ 1 ~ 5 . 
.--

http:prqcinc.tn




--- 

14Z. G C O Z ~ Q  13. Sp~li~er 
C l u ~ ~ c n s ,Spencor,Wolr~laker& 


Pii~clc  

li305 National Ll21:c of Comnarce 


Duilding 

Sari i'ultonio, Tcxas 70205 


Dcar Pir. Spencer: 


T h i s  i s  i n  rcspoilso t o  your l e t t e r  dated January lG, 
1960, in whicll you rocJuestcd t h a t  tho Attorney General rocon-
a idor  h i s  Docanber 7, 1979 ,  ob jec t ion  to  .the redistricting of 
Conu~issioner,Justice of t h e  Poach and Constabla Procinc.ks by 
Acascosa County, Texas, i n  1ig:lt' of the docision in Garcia-v. 
Dvnl.clc Coui~&-, 455 Fo Suyi?. 1 0 1  (\.'J.De T ~ x .  1370), afF8d csul:, 
n o m .  Uni ted  Sta tes  v. Uvaldc, 439 U . S .  1059 (1973). YOG-
..C-L.r- r-

lekter was received on January 22, 1980. 

in Garcia,-.-- tile c o u r t  found (p. 1 0 6 )  tl-rak tilc ALtoi:nay 
Ceaeral had repeeked h i s  requost for infomilation which ble 
s u h i t t i n g  au tho r i ty  had already stakeit to ho uraavailablo 
and. concluded tl1a.k " [t]he ~ S m i s a i o nwas, tlacrofore, accordipy 
to t hc  regulations, conplete.  " The circumatzu~cessurrounding 
t h e  submission fxom i'itasc0r;ir County are dis.Linyuiahablo Eroiil 
kliose present i n  Uvaldo County. 

Our ini.Lia1 requos t  for iuforniation of 3a'~uaxy26, 1377, 
s.siceCi f o r  the n u d ~ e ro r  perceili: of blacii: or Spanish-heritage 
reaiden'cs and voters oC each of .idle pxccinc'ca, Zor t h e  resul-is, 
by vot ing  prec inc t ,  of a11 count--elec-kions held uinco Sanuury 1, 
2372, i n  trllich minori ty candidates havo participated, and for 
t h e  rimes and business-hour tel~phononum1,srs of Spanink-
hor i t ago  r co idon t s  trilo worc consulted regaxding redis-Uictings u e 

plail. No ressonse was made t o  t h i s  requcot nor have we 
beell ndvisecl t i ~ a ~ . . L h o . . r e ~ ~ ~ ~ d  

, .;,- ,-CI.-.CI.II------... 

inCor?natiol.r is unavailable. . 



'do . i ; i~econI;raL'yr - C i m  inCuma.Lion rcquez.ked iiocs apsoar- to bc 
availabla to the subuit.l;ing authori.i;y since voQor lists t u ~ l  
counky olcctiol~r e s u l t s  are rtmini;aiueii at couizty office^. 
U s o  the tlizdatzcl narrative, "Ataecosa County--A I tec l io t r ic t ing
Proj.>osal, subnutted by 'chs county, contains a c h a t  brcslciay 
dovn tllc 1970 Census population t i c j u s c  for tIio cou~rtyinto tlic 
f o u r  propooed conu~~isoionorprecincts nna tk~e;narral;ivoof t l t c  
mcthodoloyy employed to izsrivc at t ho r ;~SSguros auygcs~r;that 
this process could I~avobeon ~ollovsedto do-Lerminc tilo pro-
rcd i~ i ; r lc l ; ingcolnpouition of each co~nmissiorierprcc;iilc.i=, 

In addition ko tliese i - k a l ~ j ,  an explaiiakion was 
requested in our letter dated Augus.t 11, 1977, of  a discre-
pancy in .the data i n i t i a l l y  suljriittoil fxom thaL provided i rr  
response to our requost for additional infomation coacsrning 
the population figurer; given for Precinct No. 2 .  This o::i?laia-
t ioa  was nevex recaived. 

I n  1icjl1-k of tilo circur~\s.L;illccsnoted above, wc do n o t  
be1ieve t h i s  ~iubnissioncan bo co-;~:iidsrocl to have bean co;nplc,kcG 
as wno the 0110 in Uvaldo County. AccordLngly, the Atkoxnoy 
G c n c r c ~ lis ~ w b l cl o  w i t l ~ i l r a wI r i s  ob~cctiol'lbacccl on -kka 
decision in the cited case. I-iowaverr as ststad h.1 our lutkcr 
of objcc.i=ion,~ i ~ o u l c l  elect to ;3rovidothe C O U ~ Y ~  the requested 

ilzZ0~~11atio;~ ovaluatc tile snat.l;er on
tl-rc I\-Yiornay Gc-:ilcral t!ill 
its mci-Zta and datcn11inc.wliethcr .I;liezc is a basis Zoz v~.ri.irii-
clrnv7iity Lke ob-jcckio;r. 

Y o  cnai~lcC i l i ~ 1D~1~ai ' .L~n0ilt  j.ts x ~ ~ j ? o i ~ ~ i b i L i ~ ~ y-LO )u001; 
Lo ~ii20rceklre Vcrtilzg l t ighks  I~c.c ,  ~;>LCCLE~Oixl;c'orm us vri-iirin 
-Lvienl;V days of your receipt 02 U i i s  le t tor  of i;h~course 
oZ ac.l;ion Atascosc7. County 2laus i:o take ~i'i31xespcct to t b i o  
i t .  If you iuvc any guc3s'iiona c0ll~cXiiAiIlgthis lo t icur ,  
~32casefeel Zrce .to cal l  ivis. Elda Gorclon (202--724-6G75) oC 
ouj: staff, wl~o11as bcci.1 assigned to h'vrdlo thic submifjsion. 


