
?e Qa- Wt & rrhm- b tbo u w , i - i t l o n  a? r , 

e i t y t a  jspazfrtAor rerrJtinq fm rt;t;omt&rro w s  wt L a m  
t)ir atfeat of rt+idyiau t b  rAght to vet+ cm -t of 
ram, co&r, m -8h4 Am l a a ~ ~ eP i n ~ i t ~QIOUP 

t!!A t t o z n a y  W r a f  must b mat is f id  d t b r  t&t t h  
L 

pwauzte$rn ef mambara at raniat as &n e Jaorltr13 i 

$.mq?i R  tbe c i t y  w wt b o  appmuL.t. y &ma&' taat , 

k set ~ l u l r s s bh t u w s .  rroU ar lwsae (~xmtpa, ,

thatr ~ r l r l a u t - ,  dt~'8 8rrt&rr wll . 
atford a r i t y  qr00~8 ~ n ~ r ~ t a t i ~z+llirro&Ty aqtrfvr-
&.at W tbk W U a  & W anlamad 991~"r~llftj. 
tld 9 F  V. g-?tlt~J6U-2, 121 U.8. 358, 370 41975). 
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ea rps1y thLo 1-a ~turcimcrn #d8 ~&.E&oF. C I ~  

naw ou*£ud.%p w h m J  rbr, b b o n a c r t h  p u  borP p-ldrb 

- wf@ rPrg-t aa this + U b D L i - h s  b f o ~ t i o r ~ ~  by
,t&az i n t a 8E -8, a% 

m ~ i & ~ ;  
&Af'orwd~~ t XIS 

xai-t to p mbsabr4.m~by the CIty crf sourtw,, artle 
iafamaalruh b~U rratx.3 to W~tatsrButartor, Civic 0but:elI v. 
r4ena , 449 f. 8rjilFp. 496 I($ D, ~ d ~ . - ~ ~ O o h $ ~ ? . , - ~ ,~ T ) 7 ~ ~ 
s:--37- 3813 (5th C i T ,  ). 

Qux mnlLy#is ef +&a eWkh-8 p a  ha- prorfdab3 

wit% r+ogwct tc+ tb wttrrg rjrtttrrar ef dtgtamint qmatg* 

in a11C i t  ef L"Eotmtxm ut8 of preclarct aloetiem rc,t=aa

f@x +1-tima& reveal. t8a Crrry-amt -rcl)ri of 
peIsxismf r a t h g  bZiok+ mb ai-or hkrrmt 
wtxicra A&mlcurcr u3 whftru. Fez wcua=plu, rlpt tbs 3977 * obtAea fe tlm swr#oil, mitioft iox mjatlty b-k 
&hat& p + r m  8f tbn ~ k f M  h k  9ensy &l.a;.D, W - t S  
~?.+zmmtei taccs b a d  ve-8 W Zw wh$# heu~bltt,5. 
~ t ~ s r 9 1 :YBXT~,&arm&& fax  ear &L U s  W ~ Z O &  c b + X t ~ ~ g ~ r r ;  

of t h  CFPy sf bowtdm ltrt islmk, md approlsireatatg arrn ef 
every eight mesidwta &-# r w~xirwa-&mricm.ualy mar bUaNc 
m ~ ( ~ & - ~ W L c u l *  sWczve;f OS,hW U'WeI eaS3 *lt$bt-msiios 



: ; u ~ rtiwlaro, t b a u ~ t s a t i ~ b ,t2#t tm {Grdtame 
78-3671 md 77-2193) e ~ 8  fmdhi#C@@~#UmtbB

h. 97-2162) rlo rwt inoy12- taprzlatni mi., W rot, 

aacxjltiona hwu;Lnr u s a s  w t t h  rnbsuutfal s-r i ty
pl-ul~tFrxooo(OMWIIQI& 77-2354 u ~ \ J  f i r - i J @ Q ) ,  WAC= 
t u r p t ;  ttro tuf, 4eamopnl)tfBSLOaxtd to t)5rOw &RR(s=-
t h ~ oUteAtt4ERBy t&.zt@xilj, #txaQin~l , C50+IJI ae% tat-*-
ray *jaotierr. ta p o ~ a ~(*f-1 .m*)aa. i~idt~ e ~ t ,  
b-mr, that Ie~tim9 of t h  V Q U R ~P 3 q 5 ~;Aat ( b ~ ~ ? i ~ l ) w Z y  
t.rcvhd1oa a t  t$w < r & Z ~ rof bkr A t W ? m n  C1Paezrl te 
caes aer 3sax 8ky 6ub-t jutUcia&wJg t* U ~ O L L  

7 " "r n E ~ & *It .DQB U b a g B S . )  : 
4 

$f&& r-t ~ Q O ~ # & O & ( C ~k0 tb.W Q t h n c ~-9e8 b~t b  
relylrhdrrg 1C-t- &ke&athas (€MB~WCOW S r  I?-146 a ,  d 


I ? - t ~ % f ,97-2355, 77-2336, It*2&S7, 73-13?el 7d* f  361, 
7 f - 2 3 b Z .  7 r ~ 2 3 8 3 ~7Q-2334, t#-S3t5,  74-3336, 7#-2397, urb 
7%-236Sli), W o w +  of ttu eeacXwira rr, ham rurcW, f 
caet, ost behalf ot Us, A t t o m a  Gemral, i&t+rp%rami 
u t j e ~ t b ayurawa?. b rtuotkra I:. 

* ,. 

- .. , ,I - . .  i , 



i)bnprci t b  CAW el 3kmstoa aQept ur r r ~ r a l8frfw-a 
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/ae&btion mmmwibly aqrri-ent; tt: the&+polithmf r t -=p&-	 emmmitf the X+Wmq Garerr1 w i l l  c r w r s i l ' , ~  
38 	O b j a ~ t i b ~ l rCgLt UZAIFABb i 3 k a t e l ~t h t ,

*l& ar I *ct ie~of -0 ~balbBrur. 
sf rtltW
 -1
 ?- m h 1 - r  d i * & l f&b, i f  tb 
Qi*trActarur 1&ly e l M R  rn Jt t h  L I ~ ~aP d f ~ ~ i t t i  
i s  mtfficsfirae Umrtle &a?&bl~tchr,Ilrru: r%ex$mn~ ~ O I I T S  
te * b u t  GU4dlt.:8 01 *if. U b L G - r  sfm c$&.L*g~ * L ~ ~ ~ ,

P. @urn. at l m r  

O f  (LO p ~ ~ ~ i b a n SBy W t h  f of  t)dt Vci tAn~ 
aiuht. nm, p a  ham #a r i g h t  to meek u a ~ l r r ~ ~ m m  
$Y(rgmnk ftea tSta C d W  E t r t U  t i f t r&et  fctvut I- t'b 
ohrtict of Co5w&io a r t  tbi, &dlbrtarj rffecthq rorriuq 
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Ebr w i t 1  Mr0 trc4 sfPlQt DC BrayLng sr &a$%- &he * iq>t 
ti0 W t U  98 &-UBt 02 -, COI-, Qlr ~ l t a b a s u p4% 1 
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mt i s  &tabad fm tbr E&rtr%& +t C~fw&iaC w x t ,  f;& 
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Post Office Box 1562 
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Oear .%.Collie; I 
- I 

---
-

lhls i s  in reference to 'the application of --:,-. ,-%> --
Saction S of the V o t i n g  Bights kt of 1965, u - *  

. 
. * 

4 -

m d e i i ,  to the City of Houston.-. . - - . . . . . .  
. .  -

1 
Thc following mattots are before us: . .  - - ' 

. , 
- .  
.- -

(I) The subnission pursuant to Section 5 of 
-:. 1 - - -

the plan adopted by the C i t y  of Ucuston for ntna 
councibanic districts, Ordinance Xo. 79-1584, as 

! 
modified by Ordinance NO. 79-1633. Y o u  e.ibdssion . -._ ----.. 

. vus received on September 13, 1979; the nodification , -

was received on September 19, 11379; preli3inary - .  
i 

infonution was received on August 20 ,  24, 27, and 
- ! 

- I 
30 and Septmbcr 6, 1979, and supplenentary informtion 
was received an September 14 and 19, 1379. i 

4I 

I 

(22- A request that the Attorney General withdraw 
the ob ection pursuant t o  Section 5 inteqoscd on I 
JM. I1. 1979, to iourteen annexation* to the city of .-:-.-:--;:;+...- 1 
tlousf~n. Tour request waa received on August 21, 1979; .-.'r--=aC- . . -C-. --,;=--. 

l n fo ron t ion  supplencntbg t h i s  request was received on 2 - * - >  

. A u g u s t  24 and Scptenber 14, 1979. - - -<. .. *. 1. . 

- I 
' - (3) The 8ubIid8~fOzlpursuant to Section 5 01 ..- -z . .-

chances with respect t o  v o t b g  t o  be b p l e s e n t e d  in 
-

m e  bond election eched.J1=6 for  September 25, 1979, 
II 
t 

Ordinance KO. 79-1429. Your ~ S d s s i o nwas received I 

on A ~ u s t24, 1979. - -.#+- - - * -
.>A :.*- . . >* .-.- -.- ' - - ,- - .-,-. * .- . - a - -

i 
I ' 

_ _  i 
I-- -

2 
& !.I . ,- --- . - - -

k -..--
f - - --- - - ..-- - -- -. *-? ..-
-.. - - - . .  , * 



- - 
- .  

( 4 )  l b e  subdssiou pursuant to Section 5 of 
p o i i i i - 4  place ci.an&es iu precincts 187, 313, 476 and -
494, Ordinonce b. 79-1631. Your subtliasion vas 

- - I=-_.- -received on S c p t d e r  19, 1979. -
- <  

. .-
Zn approac- these u t t e r s  wt: are tlindful . - - ,.. L 7-chat tile City  kas deterrrrincd a need to have a bond 

election on Scpteubcr 25, 1979. We arc also mindful -
of u e  upcornfw co~.cilzranfcelection and the 
iqorttfnce to  the cit izens of muston to haw the 
electoral ayoteu to be used in that election determined - . ,

well fn advance of i t s  MvOL3bel: 6,  1979,  date. For - .. - . 

thesu reasons, we have expedited our consideration o f  . -. - -
-theac a t t e r s  as you requested. We have teen ablo t o  

----------- _ -
LexpoUte to the'extent that we have primarily because . -.? . 

of our continued study of &he *riowton s i tuat ion  since - - +  - -

the rcccipt on Febrrrary d ,  1975, of the City'8 bit ia' l  _ -1- -
8uLmisrion of i t s  annexationr and deaaexations, our . -. 

,- + -v.-
6 d
conataat conmunication with the C i t y  and o t h e  

-
our 
interested 

mnitorin&
parties

of the
during 

process 
the Ereparationeading up t o  

for 
the 
and : 

^-

. 
--
.. 

-.. ,  

-. 

S e p t d c r  12, 1979, adoption by the City Coulcil 
'. rcvicaj'inteasivco sandplan,distrfct;lut:theof -.-- - . 

of the plan eiace its adoption. - -. -- . . - - ,  . ...T . .A - - .-,- . 
Oar analysis has involved two basic questions: ... 


whctber the ~ a t r i c t ~ 
plan adopted by the Ci ty 

s a t i a f i c s  the standards of Section 5 of the V o t w  

,Ughts A c t  and whether the expanded cZty council - - -


,.1.- -wnlership elected unJer that districtiul; plan

provides a bania for the withdrawal of the June 11, 
 I 

. - -

their 

:::---
m i v e  research and obtained the views of blacks, _ ._. .-- .  

-can-Amaricans and other Lnterested persons rfs ibly  - , ~ - ~ . ~ ~ . :....: 

i n  the City .or'kiouton. I n  particular we have considered 

the accuracy of tho etatistics w e d  by tho C i t y  ti tb 


. r L . .

creation of the adopted pian,  the proportions of the .'-..L..+..L-k <+; ..;...--,:-. 

City's dopulation that blacks and ~~ican-ntaericm.a . -


constitute, t&o probable composition o f  a district . . . . . . .  


. . . . . a .  . . . . . . ...;\ !?;.- ..... ; .. . . . .
.C - d . . - . .-- . . . . . . . .- % '  . . .
> ' - . ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ,. . . - . . . . --. 9%- . .
. . . . . ...-.-;L":. ,-. -.i........ --. . . .  ---.-...---. .. .- . . .- . .& ... :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . _ . .  __z._--.- :,+,-*.,--. 

,. . - . . 
. - '.. , r - . . .- -' :T . I: . .---.-

-. . .......:...... 2 ---. -'.:.... ,!,.,. . . . .  . . : . . .  -. ~:, .. - - -.-, ;:*; .<<: <,. .-- -
. . . . . . . . . .  . . .  - ..-
.:-:-r.+,..- . ..,.-.. ....... .>-.- - ..... ...-....... ^ .: -,..-- ................. --.. ,  .............. r ....:w. .-,.+\:-.+ -.: - . . 
. . . . .. - .T., ,. -



- - - 

--  - 

/ tkat co-dd be axi;actrd to afford blacks or Mexican- -- . 
Ancricans a ressonable opportunity t o  elect cclnCidatss 
of their choice, the probaLle :act that black and 
k k x i r a - h i e r i c s a  voters uill be a b l e  t o  have Fn the -
n ine ciistriccs created by the City's plan and Ln . . 
various a l t e m t i v e  proposals, the factors given 
weicht by tile C f t y  ia the development of Lie acfoptad
plan, s n d  the protable b p a c t  that black and Kcxican-
Amrican voters w i l l  bc able  t o  have on the oloction 
02 at-lar~s-electedd c r s  of thd C O ~ C F I ,Inc1udin~ 
tact iiayor. 

On the basis of W s  research and analysis I am 
persuaded t&t UCity  of  Houston has aat i s f ied  its 
burden of prod% t'nat the aito?tcd district in^ plan
does not 'wrvo the purpoee and will not have -e effect 

f -of abridging the right t o  vote on account of race, color,-z"--
or membership in a languat;e minority group and that the 
ncv counciluanfc electoral rystem ( the nine-five plan) _ -
with the distrlcta that have beon created for u6e under -
this crysCer~afford blacks and F!lticaa-hrlcans a Eafr 
oppor~unityt o  obtain "rapreser,tation rcnsonably
equivalent to ~ i c i rpol i t ica l  o t r q t h  in tiw enlarged
cowunity." C i t  of uchn;ond v. Unired S t a t e s ,  422 U.S. 
at 37U. ng y,Accor--emf of y General 
I an not interposing an objcctior. t o  the *liotrlctily: p l m  
arid I au withdrawi~uthe Junc 11. 1979, objectton t o  tho 
foiirtecn ant~exatfoniit o  the city-ofY ~ u 3 t o i i .  

In view of the foregoing, I also do not interpose 
any objection to  the voting ehangce t o  be iaplerreated ia 
the bond election scheduled for  September 25, 1979, nor 
to the four polIing place claangea. 

2 - A .  -
We feel o reap<ms;lbility ta point out, however,

Saction 5 of the Vot iq  W D t s  Act expressly provides that 
the failure of the Attorney General t o  object rloes not tar 
aay aubseq*wnt judicial action t o  = j o i n  the enforcewnt o f  
auch ewes. fn addition, 

+;' --; 

aa authorizer! by Section 5 ,  
Attorney kners l  reeems the right t o  rccxatrina Chese sub-
missions ifadditional tnfor~rat ionthat would otficrwiso 
require an objection cones t o  his attctrtfon during the 

+r a i n d c r  of the  sixty-Jay yeriodo. . - .-.,.- - - % + -

tha 
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