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Thie i8 in reference to the iratfteition 02 a place 
s y r t a  and a majority vote raguimmmt: for khs olwtfon of 
~ ~ U S ~ Q O Sto the 30axdi of Trustees of the Alto Inffepndlertt 
School District, Cherokee County, Texas, submitted to the 
Attorney G e n e r a l  pursuant to S~ation5 of  the Voting nights 
Act of 1965, as amnded- You: s ~ s o i o nw a  c a p l e t d :  on 
blorch 15, 1979. 

We ham given caroiU consSctoration to the info-t i~r~.  
EulrnisEred by you oa we21 as Duroazt of khe Census data a d  
information and comments from iaxtereatad parties. Al~20ugh 
we have recaivad conf1fati-n~infomation as $0 the black 
population of the A l t o  Zadqymdeat Schao5. DiatrLck, there 
i s  apparent a j on~ thet black irt~~fimtc ~ populatloa which 
is ostictated to be approwwtely 408. W e  mwt aseumc, Wiexo-
hro, that thC3 mta3. palation of the sclwl district i s  at 
least 20-300 black, v b represents a eubotanthl  groposticm 
of the overall po~x~latioz~ Independent Sclrool-o f  +ha A l t o  
Ufstxict, Under the pmsont nethod of alaatitm, eehaol trustees 
a m  ettlectd at-large. Under them circrumaeancee, murt 
decisions, to which we feel obligated t~ giver p e a t  weight,
indicate Wlot a place system an8 majority vote reguireftent can 
have %ha ~ W t i a lfor abridging mboxity wtiag rights. 600 

V. S ~ t t r336 P. SUP)?. 206, 213 (II.D.IO.C. 1972); White 
v. no u s t e r m  U.S. 7 766-67 (1973); Z h m r  v. 5 ~ c ~ e c t h y
4 8 5 T h T 5 9 7 .  1305 ( 5 t h  C i s .  19731, off F-as 
C m o L 1  P = i ~ _ h  Sch001 8-d tt* Mata)Lall, 424 U.S. 636 (197G11 
atld alaaka tlaitsd for v. ClLty of S h r e v e w ,  
7 1  PTR~R.b23, 

The 3nfomnatFon WQ ham bxm pravided does not 
denlrrtlatrat;o #at the placo systarm ail majority vote rsquiro-
nentvs reoogaized pbantial for Cfilufing 8ainQrity votfng
stronqth do@. not exist kl the 81- Indopendent School ~ i s t r i c t .  



Although black candidatem ham b m elected to tho Doard~ 

of '~rusteee,t h i s  was  under khe at-laxge, plurality rrre4&20ri 

of election, me additfan o f  potentialSy discr3zdnato~~ 

electoral cf~vfcessuch are Lb place spstem a d  majority

vote reqtiSrmamt will maire it mcm diFficult for black 

candiiktes to be elected and inhf i i t  their P u l L  and equal 

participation i n  the school diatricttepolitical proceas, 


Sactian 5 of the Voting Rights r k t  p lums  upon the 

subrnitt;lng anthority the burden of graving that subsPitted 

changes in  wkin practiw and pracedure do not: have a 


diac;timqnatory pur'jse or effect. See, e*gqp 

G w r  f a  v. United States, 431 U.S. 526, 538 (1973); C i t y  of  

d B IT. United States. 432 O.S. 355, 390-82 (1975)

-f-, J., diaseatLng) t 28 C.T.R. 51.19, Deaause of the! 
ptb~13tAafor dilating black wtfmg stritusgth lalM3.Za.t in the 
uac 02 a placo system and majority vote requirement in tho 
A l t u  I d c  o n h t  S u b 1  District and because the school 
district L avanced no cmhpil~~ing use, wereason for air 

axe -1e to cortc1uQo that the burden of proof bas bees 

~ u a t a h o dand that t&e i~.posikionof tho glace system and 

mjority vote mcyuiremei~e,in the context of an at-large 

eleation system, does not have a retcialZy discriminatouy 

purpae and w u l .  not have a racial1y dimximinatory effect 

Sn tho Alto Independent School Diatriat. Accordingly, on 
baZ~alPof the i \tWney Ckzseral, X must interpose an objection 
to %he hplcraentatbo o f  ths place systeft zmd majority *mte 
requirem.t;for  the election of .t;Mst;oerr to the Board o f  

3zuateas of the ASto Xndepndent School Distr iot .  


Of course, aa provided by Seation 5 of tho V o t i n g  

Rights Ace, you have the right fsseek a declaratory 
 * 
judgment firm tho t'nited States D i s d t = r i c t  Court fox the 
~istriutof @olt\rub%a that these cbngos have n8 i tb .r  the 
purposa nar will have t2ae eefect o f  Zeqping or abri4ghg
-khe r ight  to Pote on account of  race or clolor. In addithn,
tka Procedwes for ths ~ s t m t ; i o nof Section 5 (29 C.P.R. 
51.21 (b) and (c), 53.33, and 51.24) penait you to requ8et 

the AtWx~ey(??era1to reooos5Aar UICobjection. %owmmr,

unt;tl the objeation As withdrawn or the jud-t front the 

Dirrtriot of Columbia Court  obtained, the cffmt of the 

objection by e e  Atmrney Cfinsral is ka make the place 

system a d  majoriw vote requhment legally uadorceakle. 




I'o enable this E p a r w a t  La m e t  its rospansibilifzy 
iro onforce U e  Voting I:& hts  #%st,ploase inform us witl1i.n 
mwt=ydays or' your mca9pt of this Xat.tser of the crrtvsc 
of action the AT- Indemdent School u i s t r k t  192ana t=o W . e  
wit21  reapect to this mattex. If YOU have any q ' k t i o n s
conaerning t h i s  letter, please: feel free to call Vot ing 

Drew 6 .  h y s  ITf 
Assistant A t t o m e  C'ks~sraI. 

civil Rights 3Xvision 


