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D e a r  Judge Ss;ti&: 

This is in reference to tha 1875 redistricting of 
cmmdssioner preciacts in Harrison County, Texas, aiSnltttrd 
to the A%tixney C*neral pumurmt to Scsctin~i5 of the Voting 
Rights Act ,  am aaaen<$eed. Youx original a ~ e s i a nwas raceivsd 
on ~ c f i25, 1976. 2iiditional fnfuxmation uaa requested on 
Map 24, 1970 but to date bas not betxi xeceived. 

Undar Saction 5 the burden i s  on the jurindictian
pzmposinq a mtiag change .Crr show that eh4s naw practice or 
procmdase i s  not discrimiasrtory in purpuraa or effect, The 
burden of proof is the same wluan a submiasion is W e  to 
the Attorney General as it would be fn a suit fox a dbtclara-
tory judgment rindex ~ e c t i o nS bmmght in trbe r~nftkdS t a t e s  
P i s 4 x i e t  Court for Lbe n i ~ t r i r r taf Columbla. See C-r7eia v. 
United States, 411 G . S .  526 (1?73). The Pr-durea or t b a  
Miebistxation of Section 5 of the Votincj Righ- Act of 1965* 
28 C.P.3. 51.19, state: 

If t b  ~vfdcincleas to the parwse or e f f e  of &e 
change i a  cernfliciAng, and the hktorney General is 
urrable to resolve the conflict within the 60-day 
period, he shall, consistent w i t h  the &we-demcribe8 
burden of proof applimble ic the diratrict court, 
enter an objectietn . . . 

cc: Public F i l e  



ki:2 have gZven caraful coasL3craticn to the infomatfan 
origL7ally furr?iahad by yiw, aa well as Ctwean of ?%xtCm.sus 
;?akaand infa,maiation and comn.e~fsfrom interested 3artiaa. 
f- awtlysis wa are gufcrieci by rpilevafit judicial. dnscisionl. 
See, for axample, ~&)r~43vmDr.ard- -of ---.-..-.-.---f,2nomisaxs 02 ~. in&a 

0-fa-ant * 554 F.2d 139 ( 5 a r  Cir.1 cart. r?enieGI u !7,S. i4.Y7z 
3 d f > v eli! (1977): -bin-n_ v. :,missiosara C o a t ,I_l.u.__LI_IUII_ 505 
2'-2:s 674 (5th C i s ,  19541. 

Our analyois reveals that  hlacka constikuke 36 ?srcarnt 
of "LZle popuLak%on OF itarxison c ~ m t y w'?he rctatistical feilor-
ratfan thak you ?lave ~ r o v f d e ddoes not ezati2e ue C,b m g m x . c  
?'nor racial cammsitfon of the naw ~orm.isrsior?er~zecinctswit?? 
that sf t?c old, *:r rescar& Micatrecr that the mtur-ty's 
black p p a l a tion is ; a i x Z y  eve;?3v c?iskriL..ilt,&3 man9 t!~i+ 
£out irecincts &ze, in .~;Zditioz,?tm ~:;dcr3ttnrZ:&at - . -
blacks w a n  not cansulta& L W ~ I C S Z ~ ~ E ~  thistha creation of 
plaii,  P7e &at :>~&,cks e1$ckei1 t c 3?:acedrse have 716t ' s ' s ~ e ~  
i b  @omwcomaisafon or %Q 042-P Catmt? O#?~EBS 

t ?-:i?derthese circunataaces va are iazable to c?oncl-ads, 
aer we anflee tl?e -:r3 . ir; i t ts  :.ct, t3at the caw~ w t  t in9  
redistricting jilaa far comtiaaiozuar precincts t.ic,9w zot have 
the p w m s e  atld w i l l  no",hatre t?xo effect at dilutfxrg nfmrity  
vat* s%rmgtFiin tij3zrfaoi1 ~'t2ankyW~.vcorL5isqX-?,on Ir>ebalf 
of the dkwraey Genaral, 1 tauat: inwrgose abjec*.iorr to tttQ 
rm3istxickL19 af ; d s s i c r ~ s r7r~rar=inctai n  f ~ ~ z r i s c ~ z :c"mnly. 

tnder tPiu ?rmscdt;3cas far the A;ainisrration of 
Bcction 5 of thei Voting i?fgt~trrn.2.t {; '2 C.7.2. " l . Z l ( ) r )  afid(c), 
52.23, am2 51.;24) ysri way  rec;uest Che :,':torae:r :msral to 
swansfd ~ r  f 2: Z e c t i o ~9 gax?~?fitilthis objackion. &Mition, 
yau to s ~ t kB 9acZaratory junqmnt from k.!4~ f:ni%ed states 
~ i s t r i c tCourt for e1s ?:aisljrict0 4  mluc*ia that Lhia changs 
Zot.8 nat b a n  t h  p n r p s c  ~nc3t d l l  r;ut !tave e ~ o  RP+~I fec t  
30afhg ar abridqing t5ae r i q h t  to vate Qa soccv,:nt of racs ex 
color. fiopzever, ,*.ti1 or st;ich athe objection 2s v i ~ ~ d x ~ t ~ ~  
jucigmmt is raGered ty -at Court, +&e Lsqaf affect of Kbe 
objeckion by tha TrC~.~r:ttay rraral is rizr,ear t - f s i  ohra,"rcj-rsZ b 


*;1l1aaforcsabla. 



4s t h i s  matter in the mbjeat of Iftlgatiem ia k b  
bistficrt: C w r C  f a  ths E8SteXn D i 5 t X i a t  @f ';s%asr, hWshall 
l)ivisioin (WaCtean v. fLCIzriSQJ~C ~ w a t y ,  17.A. do, 3-7 5-4 3<%) , 
I as ba&;tag t b  liberty of meadfng a mpy af this fektex 

D - d w  Sw-O I~Fstrict33498 W$13.iaX!? 3teqe.r S k d  %O?a?. 

c-91 in that earpa.  


