
APR 14 1978 

Yr. v~i l l3ni  T. P,rrnstrong 
Foster, Lewis,  Lmgley, Gardnor 
& knack 

A t t w ~ pat Law 
1655 Frost Bank Tower 
San Antonio, Tzxar 78205 

Dear Mr. Armrtronqr 

This Is in reference to the reappoctior#ncnt of commlrriomr 
precincts in P.?edi~Cwnty, Texu, tubrrrittd to the Attarmy 
General pwnunt to Section 5 of ttic V o t i q  Rights Act of 1965, ar 
amer+ded. Your submi#h was r d v e d  an March 13, 1978. In 
accordance with your rcqwrt expedltd caddemtlon tHl,beat given 
tMs #rbmls8ioa prtuMt to the procsdcraf guiddines fer the 
administration of Section 1(28 CSJC. 51.22). 

We have given careful &&ration to the information 
funirhed by you as well ar BrYcw of the Censw d.t. and Information 
and comments from other interested putlu On th. bufs of our 
analyds, we ure mabk to condude, u we must under the V m 
Rights Act, that tht submitted ~~t of commiftiolnr 
precincts in hfedina County w U  net haw a d l s c r i ~ ~effect on 

the minwity community of the comty. 

Our analysis reveals drat, acrordhg to the 1970 C~IWB, 
tt!exican Arntrkon carwtitute approximately 47% ad th population 
of Medirt. Cowty. Unkr the present plu\,th8 cdunty%popadation is 
d i ~ o ( u t c l y&trimad amaq the foup c d m 8 ,  vS&dng tfm 
on+ persawme vote pfndpla Mdcan Ameriarm c#rrtlat~56.69% 

V h h  um 
recognize that the p m p s d  plan LUbaMdrfly ranadles the arr, 
~ ~ ~ # # ) ~ ~ ~ V O k ~ l n t h r e x i s t i n g p l u \ , I n o u v I e w t ) w e f f e c t  
of the new p&n Is to perpetuetm den&i of acces by Mexian 
American%ta the political proclnr In MadimCaurty. 

3. h c h c tof4968%end1Fndnctinpopulationtheof 
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In spite of the Mexican Arnericiur 56.6995 population majority 
i n  Precinct 1 that group has been unable to achieve representation on 
t+e County Cornmissioc7. nn'e are, therefore, unahle to conclude that 
t h e  new plan% precincts having 55.66% and 50.89% hItxican-
American rrrajorities w a d  serve to remove the political disadvantage 
currently suffered by Zhe m i m i t y  community in ?.iedlna County. 
See, e.g., Kiricxy v. Board of Slrpervlwa of Hinds County, 554 F.2d 
139 (1377). 

Under these circumstances, therefore, I must, on behalf of 
t!!e Attarncy General, irrtcrposc an objectlorr to th rcapparti~unont 
plan fw Medina County !me tndcr rubmi#lon, 

We have not& that w i d c r p r d  publicity was given and pubUc 
input was invited in comedon with th.adoptlon of this plur, W e  
further note that at least two other pbvrr w+rs cm~ldcnd,orn of 
which wu offer& by the &ledcur American Legal D e f m  and 
Eduat ions l  Fund (MALDW). The A4ALDff plan, while 
noKPntfguoor dus to the lncluriorr h Precinct 1 of all of wveral 
separate wgmmts of Gem emmeradon d i m  (ED)7, corrtainr a 
precinct with a signUkurt Mexka+Am+ricrm mrjdty of 74% and 
could W y be modlfftd to remom the contiguity p r d c m a  a l e  orrly 
slightly inaedng the deviation. 

Sections 51.23 to 51.25 of tfw Attowmy Gmcrah Section 5 
guldetincr (28 C.F.R. 51.23-51.25) permit r d d a r a t f o n  d the 
o b j e d m  s h d d  you have new information bearing on the matter a 
should the County Commi%%ionaltar its p h  ro as to alleviate th. 
dilutlve effects dlscusrcd above. We are aware of the upcoming 
e l d o n s  M u k d  for May 6,1978, and in vfm e2 th.t the Attorney 
Gemral will be happy to expedite an) such for 
recoMdccatior\, h any event pkm notify ua Irnmdatdy, by 
tclcphorrinb Voting SKtion Attatmy Ckvid H. Hunter at 202/739-
3849, of the action t)HComrniuionrrr Court @am to taka. 

Ofcourse, u provided by Section 5 of the Voting Righa Act, 
yeu ham the right to stak a cbchratory jdgrmfat from th.Dbtrict 
Cwrt for th Dtrtrfct of Cdumbi. that this dunge hu naithsr the 
purpcae nor heffect of abrkfgiq the right to v o t ~on account of 
t-, wlor or mtmkship In a l m p g e  minority group, Howem, 
until sub time as the objcdoa may k with&ram a a 
from the Dlstrict of Cdumbla Cant  it obtainad, tha I@ elf- of 
the objection by the Attommy Comer4 is to render the dung* h 
question una\forcubk, 

Drew S Day9 m 

Assistant Attorney G+ncrd 


Civll Rights DlvWon 



