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MAR 1 1978

Mr. Jos Reswedber

Harris County Attorney
Harris Comty Courthouse
Bouston, Texas 77002

Dear Mr. Resweber:

, This is2 in reference to the changes in election
precincts and tgclling places for Rarris County, Texas,
submitted to the Attorney General pursuant to Sectien 5
of the Votigg Rights Act of 1963, as smended. Your
subuission vas completed on January 30, 1978, wpon our
receipt of your Jsnuary 27, 1978, letter forwarding
supplemental information.

We have given careful consideration to these
changn and to the suwpporting materials you have pro-
vided, as well as to commmts from interested parties
and relavant demographic data. Except as indicated
below, the Attormey General doss not interpose any
objeations to the changes in election precincts and
changas in poluni glnm under submfssion. However,
ve fesl a responsibillity teo point out that Section 5
of the Voting Rights Act exprsasly provides that the
fallure of the Attorney General to object does not bar
any subsequent judicial action to enjoin the enforce-
ment of such changes.

With respect to the change of polling place
resulting from the comsolidatien of Precincts Nos. 55
and 340 we are unable to resch a like conclusion. Our
snalysis reveals that the 8th Awenue School, the
polling place for ths newly consolidated precinct,
is located savaral miles from the heavy concentration
of minority popnlati,n in old Precinct 340, that those
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persons, many of vhom are elderly, will have to cross

the nz Freeway which lacks a :gadutrhn overpass and
that public tranaportation to the 8th Awvenus School 1is
not available. us, it appears that the 8th Awvenus
School is significantly lass convenient for the minority
population in old Precinet 30 than was the prior polling
place at the West End Civic Club. In additiomn, it ‘{ ars
that confusion has resulted from the shift of the polling
place without adequate notice or a public hearing.

tnder these circumatances, the Attorney Ceneral
cannot conclude, as he must wndar Section 5, that this
change in polling place location does not have the sffect
of ncriaimting on accoumt of race, coler, or mesbarship
in a language minority insofar as the minority
votars in old Precinct ars concerned. Accordingly,
I must, on behalf of the Attorney CGeneral, interpose an
objection to this polling place change.

If, however, have nev. inforsation f{undicating
thh;ollh:fgm donmchu:adh int tm
purposs or ct, you request us to reeonsider t
determination. Sese 28 :;.l. Section 51.21, 351.23, and
31.24. In addition, Section 5 permits Harris County to
ssek & daplaratory judgmeat frem the United States
m;n-ur. Emt for the m:.:ric;‘ of cﬁgl@iu that gh:l:n
polling placs changs doss not have the purposs and w
vot have ths effect of dsnying or obrid:tng the right
to vote on accommt of race, color, or menbership in a
language ainority grouwp. However, until the objection
is withdrawn or such a desleratery judgmemnt obtained,
the legal effeact of this objection 1is to make this
change in polling place lagally wnenforceabls.

Sincerely,

Jamse P. Turner .
Acting Assistant Attorney Gemeral
- Civil Rights Division




