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Mz. R. L, nutlon

Superintaadent

Trinlty Independant School District
Trinity, Texas 738562

vear hr. Wi

This i3 in reference to the chenge to a
aunberzd post provision for the electiom of the
gosnd of Trustees of Trinicy Independeat School
nistrict, Texas, submitted to tha Attoruey General
rsesuant to Secitlon 5 of the Voting Rights Act of
1965, a5 amended. Your subumlesion was conpleted
oa Hsv:h 22, L97C. ,

We have plven careful consideration to the
informition fuewnished by you. On the basls of
our analysis, wo are unable to conclude, as we must

Cunder the Voting Rights Act, that the use of nmumbered

vostes vill not have @ racially discriminstory efiecct
in the cvonduct of elestlons in Trinity Independent
»euool iscrlet,

{ur analysis reveals that dblacks constitute
a substantlal proportion of the population of Trialty
ndependent School IMistrict und that bloc voting along
racial linss may exlst. Undexr these circumstances,
recent couvt deeisloas, to walch we fecl obligated to
give gront weight, suggest that the comdingtion of such
fentures o desimsted posts and at-large electioas
have the potential fur abridging wincvity voting vights.
seec White v. Regaster, 612 UWb. 755 (1973); Khitcordb v,

Thavls, 403 U.e. L4 (13715,
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Accordingly, an behalf of the Attoruey
General 1 must interpose an objectiom to the
iwplerentation ¢f the numbered post provision
of elacting thelboaxrd of Trustees for Trimity
Indepeadent School District. Of course, as pro-
vided by Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act, you
nhave the right to seek 8 declaratory judgmeat from
the ilstrict Court for the bListrict of Columbie
that this chonge hzs netither the purpose nor will
have thoe cffect of denying or abridging tha right
to vote on account of race., Untll such judgmeat
is readersd by that Court, however, the legal
effact of the obiection by the Attormey Gemeral
i3 to make the chanze in questioa legally unenforceable.

Sincerely,

J. Stanlsy Pettinger
. Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division



