
Honorable Joeeph B. &migarher 
County Judge 
Zo.aty of Victorfa 

A - -
Victor ia  Comty Courthouse Building , 
Victoria, P l e a s  77501 

Dear Judgs lbqardnsz: 

T h i s  is is re.55rmce t o  t b  pen&% election 
peL-taining t o  a pro2oced consolidaLion between the 
Vic tor ia  Indepenlient S c b o l  District and the >lissiun 
Vallej- InCependent School District in Victoria 
County, T e x a s ,  a~h iLf t t edt o  the Attorney  General 
purs-ant t o  Section 5 of the Voting Rights A c t  of 
lSC5, as aaenZeci. You- e u ' d s s i o n  was received on 
F e ~ r a ~ y1976.2, 

In e,sa~i& the propose3 consolf.&ation, 
un-ier Section 5 of the Voting Bfghts A c t ,  it is 
Fncwbent  on the Attorney General t o  deterrJlne whether 
the g r q o s e d  cLange, efther ix\ pur?osc or effect, nay 
r e s ~ l tin racial  or Language ~ F n o r i t ygroup disc---
nation Ln voting. Xn making this rtal.uotLun we apply 
the Legal. principles which the courts have developed 
in the size oz analogous eituations. 2loreover, it is 
also  significant that Secticm 5 only proh ib i t s  
h iecentat ion of cb~cgesaffectin6 voting and prov ides  
tilac, 8-uh cixinses nay not be en£orceJ witlrout receiving 
prior ap.?roval by the Attorney General or by the District 
C o a t  f o r  t h e  E i a t r i s t  of Coh.rSia. Oxr proper concern 
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Honorable Joreph b. bumgardner 
County Judge 
County of Victoria 
Vie t o r h  County Courthue  duild ing  
Victoria, Texas 77901 

Dear Judge Bumgardnor: 

This is Ln reference to the consolidatim of 
Victoris Zndependent School District and Hisston Valley 
Independent School District in Victoria County, Teas. 
The additional information needed t o  evaluate yuur 
request for reconsideration was received July 19, 1976. 

We have given careful consideration to the new 
information fcmi~hcd  by you. On the basis of our 
analysis of this lnforraatioa, we baw concluded tbst 
th i s  change has neither the purpose nor w i l l  have the 
effect of denying or abridging the right t o  w t e  on 
account of race, color, or membership in language 
minority gxou?. I therefore, on behalf of the Attorney 
General, am withdrawing the previoutily interposed 
objection t o  the consolidation of Victoria and X b r i o n  
Valley Independent School Dirtricte. We feel 8 
respomibility t o  point out that Section 5 of the 
VotLng Rights Act  expressly provides that the failure 
of the Attorney General t o  object does not bsr any 
oubsequent judic ia l  action t o  enjoin the enforcement 
of sueh change. 

J. Stanley PottLnger 
Assis tant  Attorney General 

Civil Bights Divbfon 

c c : ~ l i cF i l e  
X2342 


