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M r .  Paul S. Parkof f 
C i t y  Administrator 
P a  00 BOX 190 
Lancaster,  South Caro l ina  29720 

Dear Mr. Paskoff: 

This  is i n  re ference  t o  Ordinance No. 1-74, which 
provides f o r  the  establ ishment  of f i l i n g  fee8 f o r  t h e  mayor 
and c i ty  councilmemberr and t h e  use of e t a ~ f e r e dterms f o r  
councilmembers; Ordinance No. 76-15, which provides f o r  
c r e a t i o n  of the  Municipal E lec t ion  Commission, candida te  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  procedures and a majo r i ty  vote  requirement i n  
j u d i c i a l l y  conter ted  e l e e t i o n e ;  and Ordinance No. 82-14, 
which provides f o r  e l imina t ion  of t h e  nomination p e t i t i o n
and waiver of f i l i n g  f e t a  f o r  t h e  mayor and councilmembere 
i n  the  C i t y  of l a n c a r t e r ,  Lancar ter  County, South Carol ina ,  
eubmitted t o  the  Attorney General pursuant  t o  Sect  ion 5 of 
the Voting Rights Act  of 1965, ar amended, 42 U.S.C. 1973c. 
Your suh l r r s fon  war completed on October 25, 1982. 

The Attorney General doer n o t  i n t e r p o r e  any ob jec t ion  
t o  these  changes except f o r  t h e  use  of a major i ty  v o t e  re-
quirement i n  contested e l e c t f o n r  ar diecurred below. However, 
we f e e l  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to p o i n t  out t h a t  Sec t ion  5 of  the 
Voting Right8 Act exprero ly  provides t h a t  the f a i l u r e  of t h e  
Attorney General t o  o b j e c t  doee no t  b a r  an  subsequent j u d i c i a l
ac t ion  t o  en jo in  the enforcement of such d a n g e s .  See t h e  
Procedure8 f o r  t h e  Adminiatrat ion of Sec t ion  5 (28 C.F.R. 
51.48) 

With reepect  to  the ure of e major i ty  v o t e  i n  e l e c t i o n r  
which a r e  contes ted  (Sect ion 10-16 of  Ordinance No. 76-15), I 
no te  t h a t  t h e  Attorney General objec ted  to  the uoe of major i ty  
vote requirements i n  'Lancaater r l r c t i c n r  (Ordinance Noa. 76-15 
and 77-27) on September 19, 1978, copy a t tached.  The bares  
f o r  the  ob jec t ion  t o  t h e  ure of m a j o r i t y  vote  requirements
i n  regular  e l e c t i o n s  would appear  t o  be app l i cab le  t o  the 
use of a major i ty  vote requirement i n  conteuted e l e c t i o n 8  and 
we have been afforded no information warrant ing  a d i f f e r e n t  
conclueion. Accordingly, on behal f  o f  t h e  Attorney General  
I murt ob jec t  t o  t h e  ma jo r i ty  v o t e  p r w i a i o n  descr ibed i n  
Ordinance No. 76-15. 



O f  course ,  ae provided by Sect ion  5 of t h e  Voting 
Rfghte Act,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  seek a dec lera tory  jud~ment  
from t h e  United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court f o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia t h a t  t h i s  use of ma jo r i ty  v o t e  has n e i t h e r  the 
purpose n o r  will have t h e  e f f e c t  of denying o r  abr idging  t h e  
r i g h t  to  vo te  on account of r ace  o r  co lo r .  I n  add i t ion ,  the 
Procedures f o r  t h e  Adminicltratfon of  Sec t ion  5 (28 C.F.R. 
51.44) permit  you to  reques t  the  Attorney General t o  recons ider  
t h e  objec t ion .  However, m t i l  t h e  ob jec t ion  is withdrawn o r  
a judpment from t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Court i r  obtained,  
t h e  e f f e c t  of the  ob jec t ion  by t h e  Attorney General is t o  
make the ure  of major i ty  vote i n  conter ted  e l e c t i o n s ,  ae i n  
a l l  other t l e c t i o n a ,  l ega l ly  unenforcerble. See a l s o  28 C.F.R. 
s l a g .  

To enable t h i s  Department to  meet i t r  r eepona ib i l i ty  
t o  enforce t h e  Voting Righ t r  A c t ,  please inform us of t h e  
course  of a c t i o n  t h e  C i ty  of L m c a s t e r  p lans  t o  take  wi th  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  matter.  I f  you have any 
thilp l e t t e r ,  p lease  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  Car Puecltions concerning 

W .  Gabel (202-724-8388)., 
Director of t h e  Sect ion  5 Unit of the V o t i n ~  Sect ion.  

S ince re ly, 

h)m;~ h d f o r d~ e y n o h e "  
Auais tant  A t t o r n e y  General 

Civil R i & t s  Divi r ion  


