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. Themas C. Berry '
Litorney At Law

304 I'arler Avenus

g1, Geercd, South Careolina 19477

Cray Mr. BaxrTys

This is in refereance to the ehanca to stagyarod terdvs
fcr Eexbers of the Town Council of tha Toam of £€¢. Georgs
turehester County), Soutk Carolira, sybnitted to the 2itoramay
General pursuant to Séction 3 ©f whe Veting Rights Act of
13¢5, a8 armonded, Your sulxissioa was corvleted oe
duguat 2, 1978,

w: have given careful consideration to the infoermation
furaished by you as well as to cozvante from other {atercated
parties, Fe note that tha effect of this chanca will ke
reduce the council posiiions avallatle s each elevtion fron
six to tiree, Although Llacks constitute about 35 percaant of
the porslation of St. George, wa have Rean {nforisd that no
blacks have baen electad to the city council, aal that wiits
ruters are generally reluctant to vota for black candicates.
1. these clircurmstances, in the gontext of at-largs slections
with a plurality sufficient for alection ard without nonberad
Foziticus, the reduction in the field of candisatex which
wvozld reault from the ixpositison of staggsred Larus {:;ighc/’
¢lection of councll menbars in Bt. Coorge would have
effect of 1lizitivg the potontial for black wotars & elect
a caciidates of thalr obolice aad, thus, conatituta a d4lntioa

of klack wotliag strength,
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; Ziction § of ths Votias Bights Act plecos wrox the
saimitting authority the burien o; proving that g subaitcted
change in a,.woting practice or procsdure 4628 EGt have a
racially diecrizmiratory purpose or effect. Ses Teergis w.
Uaitod Elates, 411 U.S. 32¢ (1573); 2% C.F.k. 51035,  kesirst
the faciual kackyround dascribed adbove, we are usadble to
corclede that the burlen of proof 2as Leer musialnec and
that the Imposition ©f staguéred torms will not bave a
racially dlecrininatory effect, 2ccordingly, on behalf of
the 2ttorney Cenaral, I cwst inter;osu ax oljection ¢¢ the
uss of staggerad terms by the Town of 8., Giorgs,

C¢ caourse, as providel by Ezetion 5 of the Votine Riohes
Az¢, you hava the right to aezk a declrratory 3udgment from the
Uuited 8iates dletrict Court for the sistrist of Columihla thate
this change has eslithear tha purrose morxr will hava the effect of
deaying or arridglac the right to vota ©n sccousnt 6f racs eor
color., In addition, the Piceedures for the Alministraticon ef
Section 3 (28 C.P.R., 51.21(k) and (¢}, 51.23, and S1.24)
permit you to raguast the Atiorasy Gonaral o reconsider the
chiection. Yrwever, wntll the obieTticx i3 wvithirawn or the
judgmant from the Listrict of Celuxiis Court ebtained, the
effect of the M torney General's ebdection 4s to malke tha
change to the uasc of staggerod terms legally unsafsrseaile,

Sincersly,

Craw 8. Lays IIX
Assistant Attorney Genersl
Clvil Rights Division




